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NEW ISSUES AHEAD FOR RELIGION IN EASTERN EUROPE

T h e s i t u a t i o n i n E a s t e r n E u r o p e i s s t i l l t o o fl u i d t o k n o w w h a t s h a p e
r e l i g i o n w i l l t a k e w i t h t h e d i s i n t e g r a t i o n o f c o m m u n i s i r i . B u t r e c e n t
e v e n t s s u g g e s t t h a t n e w d e v e l o p m e n t s a r e u n f o l d i n g t h a t w i l l n o t o n l y
change the church-state re lat ions in Eastern European countr ies but a lso
the churches themselves. The fo l lowing reports h ighl ight these changes
and how they may affect the future of Eastern European rel igion.

While many churches played an important role in overturning communism,
p rov id ing the soc ia l space fo r po l i t i ca l d i ssen t , t he r i se o f democracy
i n s e v e r a l E a s t e r n E u r o p e a n c o u n t r i e s m a y b e w e a k e n i n g t h e s o c i a l a n d
spiritual role of churches. Inside The American Re1i^ious Scene
( F e b r u a r y 5 ) , a n e w s l e t t e r p r o v i d i n g n e w s t r o m R e l i g i o u s N e w s S e r v i c e ,
r e p o r t s t h a t s e m i n a r i a n s i n E a s t G e r m a n y a r e l e a v i n g t h e o n c e - fi l l e d
s e m i n a r i e s f o r o t h e r d i s c i p l i n e s , a t t e n d a n c e a t c h u r c h s e r v i c e s h a s

^ d r o p p e d a n d e n r o l l m e n t i n a d u l t a n d c h i l d e d u c a t i o n c l a s s e s h a v e f a l l e n .
T h e r e a s o n f o r t h i s , a c c o r d i n g t o o n e c h u r c h o f fi c i a l , i s t h a t " M a n y
y o u n g p e o p l e s t u d i e d t h e o l o g y b e c a u s e i t w a s a n i s l a n d o f f r e e d o m f r o m
t h e r e s t r i c t i v e M a r x i s t s u r r o u n d i n g s . N o w t h e y a r e s a y i n g , ' T h e w h o l e
w o r l d i s o p e n t o u s . W h y s t u d y t h e o l o g y ? " O n e p a s t o r n o t i n g t h e
e n r o l l m e n t d r o p i n h i s a d u l t e d u c a t i o n c o u r s e s , s a y s t h e y " a r e
e x p e r i e n c i n g We s t G e r m a n c o n d i t i o n s . " .

S i m i l a r r e p o r t s o f t h e c h u r c h e s l o s i n g t h e i r f u n c t i o n a s a s o c i a l f o r u m
h a v e b e e n r e p o r t e d i n P o l a n d a n d L i t h u a n i a ( s e e F e b r u a r y ' 8 9 RW ) . B u t a s
t h e s o c i a l r o l e o f c h u r c h e s d i m i n i s h e s , t h e r e i s a g r o w i n g r o l e f o r
C h r i s t i a n s a s v o t i n g c i t i z e n s a n d p o l i t i c i a n s ( b e c a u s e m a n y C h r i s t i a n s
were no t members o f commun is t pa r t i es they were ba r red them f rom
p o l i t i c a l p a r t i c i p a t i o n ) . T h e n e w g o v e r n m e n t i n C z e c h o s l o v a k i a h a s
" r e s e r v e d m a j o r p o s t s f o r C h r i s t i a n s , " r e p o r t s t h e N a t i o n a l C a t h o l i c
R e g i s t e r ( F e b r u a r y 4 ) . T h e n e w l e a d e r s i n c l u d e C a t h o l i c a c t i v i s t J a n
C a r n o g o r s k y , o n e o f t h e t w o d e p u t y p r i m e m i n i s t e r s i n t h e c a b i n e t o f
P r i m e M i n i s t e r M a r i a n C a l f a a n d J o s e f H r o m a d k a , a t h e o l o g i a n o f t h e
E v a n g e l i c a l C h u r c h o f C z e c h B r e t h r e n a n d n o w i n c h a r g e o f e d u c a t i o n ,
c u l t u r e a n d r e l i g i o u s a f f a i r s . C z e c h m i n i s t e r o f t h e i n t e r i o r R i c h a r d
S a c h e r s a y s C h r i s t i a n s i n g o v e r n m e n t w i l l b e a " s t a b i l i z i n g f a c t o r . "
R o m a n i a i s s e e i n g t h e f o r m a t i o n o f a N a t i o n a l C h r i s t i a n P e a s a n t s P a r t y,
a n e c u m e n i c a l p a r t y a p p e a l i n g t o v o t e r s i n r u r a l a r e a s . S e v e r a l
C h r i s t i a n s h a v e a l s o b e e n a s k e d t o s e r v e o n t h e r u l i n g N a t i o n a l
S a l v a t i o n F r o n t , a c c o r d i n g t o C h r i s t i a n i t y To d a y m a g a z i n e ( F e b r u a r y 5 ) .

N A s r e l i g i o u s f r e e d o m g r o w s i n E a s t e r n E u r o p e , t h e r e m a y b e a s h i f t i n g o f
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re l ig ious a l leg iance, a process that w i l l hur t those churches and groups
that supported communist governments and Marxism. In Romania, for
i n s t a n c e , t h e O r t h o d o x C h u r c h w a s c l o s e l y a l l i e d w i t h C e a u s e s c u u p t o
his death-- close enough for many of i ts pr iests to have informed on
their own parishioners. The National Catholic Register (February 11)
reports that to many Romanians the Orthodox Church (to which 80 percent ' -
of the populat ion nominal ly belong) has been d iscredi ted and previously
repressed churches now look appeal ing, such as the newly-legal ized
C a t h o l i c C h u r c h . J o n a t h a n L u x m o o r e w r i t e s t h a t p a r t l y b e c a u s e o f t h e
church's long-t ime opposit ion to Ceausescu, "many Romanians are looking
to Cathol ic ism as a more progressive, moderniz ing force."

M e a n w h i l e , I n C z e c h o s l o v a k i a t h e C h r i s t i a n P e a c e C o n f e r e n c e , a p r o m i n e n t
Chr i s t i an -Marx i s t o rgan iza t ion in Eas te rn Europe , i s i n a s ta te o f
c o n f u s i o n a n d fi n a n c i a l d i s t r e s s a s t h e d o g m a t i c " s o c i a l i s t v i s i o n u p o n
which many of its leaders depended," is being increasingly questioned,
according to the Christian Century (January 3-10). The article adds that
while it may be premature to bury Marxism and socialism, both ideologies
"will be so changed [throughout Eastern Europe] that it may take an
ent i re ly d i f fe rent leadersh ip fo r the CPC to sa i l in these unknown
w a t e r s . ( I n s i d e t h e A m e r i c a n R e l i g i o u s S c e n e , 1 4 2 5 W. M a p l e S t . , P. O .
Box 2625, North Canton, OH 44720; National Catholic Register, 12700
Ventura B lvd. , Su i te 200, Stud io Ci ty, CA 91604; Chr is t ian i ty Today, 465
Gundersen Dr., Carol Stream, IL 60187; Christ ian Century, 407 S.
D e a r b o r n S t . , C h i c a g o , I L 6 0 6 2 5 )

THE NEXT STAGE OF THE NEW AGE

Last month 's survey o f fo recasts o f re l ig ion in the 1990s repor ted that
the New Age movement may be declining in influence due to a drop in
b o o k s t o r e s a l e s , a d i s e n c h a n t m e n t w i t h t h e t e r m " N e w A g e " a n d a d e c l i n e
in such pract ices as channel ing and crystals. But in the newspaper In
These Times (January 31-February 6) Murray Bob writes that while the New
Age name may be retired, many features of the movement may still be
around in the 1990s. The New Age movement of the next decade "has to be
broad enough to encompass such old chestnuts as alchemy, astrology,
c a b a l a , 1 C h i n g , Ta r o t , b l a c k m a g i c , w h i t e m a g i c , w i t c h e r y. E a r t h
re l ig ions and Tibetan and Tantr ic Buddhism. More important , i t must
i n c l u d e r e c e n t t e n d e n c i e s , w h i c h w i l l g i v e t h e n e x t s t a g e o f t h e N e w A g e
i ts d is t inc t ive flavor and probab ly i t s new name." Bob, a skept ic o f the
New Age, says that such new currents would include: Holist ic health and
heal ing; mythology, wi th subsets for goddess and Nat ive Amer ican
r e l i g i o n s ; 1 2 - s t e p r e c o v e r y p r o g r a m s ; v i s u a l i z a t i o n o r i m a g i n g

T h e s o l i d i n t e r e s t i n a l t e r n a t i v e h e a l i n g c a n b e s e e n i n s u c h p r a c t i c e s
a s t h e r a p e u t i c t o u c h a n d p s y c h i c h e a l i n g . B o b a d d s t h a t h e a l i n g h a s t h e
" i n e s t i m a b l e a d v a n t a g e o f b e i n g m a r k e t a b l e n o t o n l y t h r o u g h t r a d i t i o n a l
b o o k s t o r e c h a n n e l s b u t a l s o i n t h e t h o u s a n d s o f h e a l t h - f o o d s t o r e s . . . "
T h e g r o w i n g a p p e a l o f m y t h o l o g y c o u l d b e s e e n i n t h e b e s t - s e l l i n g
v i d e o c a s s e t t e s o f J o s e p h C a m p b e l l ' s " T h e P o w e r o f M y t h " s e r i e s .
M e a n w h i l e , t h e g o d d e s s r e l i g i o n s n o w o c c u p y t h e " s p i r i t u a l p e n u m b r a o f
femin ism, " jus t as Nat i ve Amer ican re l ig ion in te res t i s g row ing ou t o f
t he cu r ren t eco log i ca l conce rn . As one Green Pa r t y member i n Ge rmany
s a y s , " I n G e r m a n y, e c o l o g y i s t h e b a s i s o f a p o l i t i c a l m o v e m e n t ; i n
A m e r i c a i t s e e m s t o b e t h e b a s i s o f a r e l i g i o n . " Tw e l v e - s t e p r e c o v e r y
programs are now addressing everything from sexual addict ion to
co-dependency; publ ic confession and "sinning and saving are back in
s ty le , " Bob wr i tes . V isua l i za t ion o r imag ing concep ts a re ev iden t in
current popular books ranging in subject from how to image white blood
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ce l ls to fight cancer to how "v is ion ing" can br ing success- - a popu lar
c o n c e p t i n b i g b u s i n e s s c i r c l e s . ( I n T h e s e T i m e s , 1 3 0 0 W. B e l m o n t ,
Ch icago, XL 60657)

'̂ DISSENTING CATHOLICS BUILDING NEW COALITION
Dissent ing Catho l ic g roups are increas ing ly l ink ing together in a new
c o a l i t i o n , w r i t e s M a r y E . H u n t i n t h e l i b e r a l N a t i o n a l C a t h o l i c R e p o r t e r
(February 16). While organizations opposing official church teachings
a r e n o t h i n g n e w i n A m e r i c a n C a t h o l i c i s m , " w h a t i s n e w i n t h e 1 9 9 0 s i s
that we are bui lding bridges" between such groups, wri tes Hunt, who is
c o - d i r e c t e r o f t h e r a d i c a l f e m i n i s t W o m e n ' s A l l i a n c e f o r T h e o l o g y,
E t h i c s a n d R i t u a l ( WAT E R ) . S h e c i t e s f o u r d i s s e n t i n g m o v e m e n t s i n t h e
n e w c o a l i t i o n : 1 ) F e m i n i s t g r o u p s s u c h a s t h e Wo m e n s O r d i n a t i o n
C o n f e r e n c e , C o n f e r e n c e f o r C a t h o i c L e s b i a n s , WAT E R , a n d C a t h o l i c s f o r a
Free Cho ice . These and o ther g roups be long to the Women-Church
C o n v e r g e n c e , a c o a l i t i o n c a l l i n g f o r w o m e n t o f o r m t h e i r o w n c o m m u n i t i e s
a n d s p i r i t u a l i t y o u t s i d e o f c h u r c h c o n t r o l . 2 ) S i n g l e i s s u e g r o u p s s u c h
a s t h e g a y D i g n i t y , C o r p u s , f o r r e s i g n e d p r i e s t s , a n d t h e Q u i x o t e
C e n t e r , w h i c h f o c u s e s o n p e a c e a n d j u s t i c e i s s u e s i n C e n t r a l A m e r i c a .

3) The creat ion-spi r i tua l i ty movement , led by Mat thew Fox, is ga in ing a
h e a r i n g a t c h u r c h c o n f e r e n c e c e n t e r s a n d r e n e w a l p r o g r a m s f o r i t s
linking of mysticism and ecology (see November '88 RW). 4) A movement of
" p e o p l e o n t h e e d g e o f t h e p e w, " b e s t e x e m p l i e d b y t h e C h i c a g o - b a s e d
C a l l t o A c t i o n g r o u p . T h e s e C a t h o l i c s s t a y i n f u l l c o m m u n i o n w i t h t h e
c h u r c h w h i l e t h e y " d o t h e i r b e s t t o g e t a r o u n d " i t s r u l e s . W h i l e t h e
comb ined numbers o f t hese g roups and movemen ts rep resen t a m ino r i t y o f
Amer i can Ca tho l i cs , they [espec ia l l y the femin is ts ] have c rea ted the i r
o w n c e r e m o n i e s a n d o t h e r a c t i v i t i e s w h i c h o f t e n f u n c t i o n a s a n
a l t e r n a t i v e c h u r c h . A l t h o u g h t h e s e g r o u p s d i f f e r i n t h e i r d e g r e e o f
d i s s e n t a n d i n d e p e n d e n c e f r o m t h e o f fi c i a l c h u r c h . H u n t a d d s t h a t e v e n
p r o - c h o i c e a n d p r o - l i f e d i v i s i o n s a r e n o t a s s t r o n g a s t h e y o n c e w e r e
f o r t h e s e C a t h o l i c s . [ H u n t ' s a r t i c l e m a y b e a n o t h e r s i g n t h a t d i s s e n t i n g
g r o u p s a r e g i v i n g u p h o p e o f i n fl u e n c i n g t h e i n s t i t u t i o n a l c h u r c h i n t h e
f a c e o f a n i n c r e a s i n g l y c o n s e r v a t i v e . l e a d e r s h i p . T h e e m p h a s i s n o w
a p p e a r s t o b e o n b u i l d i n g a n d u n i f y i n g a c o a l i t i o n - - a n d s u b c u l t u r e - -
ex is t ing on the marg ins o f the church] (Nat iona l Catho l ic Repor ter, P.O.
Box 419281, Kansas Ci ty, MO 64141)

AMERICAN YOUTHS' APPROACH TO MORAL ISSUES DIVIDED
A recent poll of 5,000 young people shows the next generation of
A m e r i c a n s t o b e " m o r a l l y d i v i d e d , " b y v i r t u e o f a n u m b e r o f s o c i a l
factors, but especially because of tneir "underlying ethical
assumpt ions," and re l ig ious bel ie fs , accord ing to Wor ld magazine
(February 17). The survey, commissioned by the Girl Scouts of America
whose researchers inc luded po l ls te r Lou is Har r is and ch i ld psycho log is t
Rober t Co les , found tha t few o f those surveyed base the i r d i f ficu l t
dec i s ions on gu idance f rom t rad i t i ona l au tho r i t i es , such as re l i g i ous
figures. The poll showed that 70 percent of junior and senior highschool respondents believe that a girl should have final say over
whether to get an abortion. Sixty five percent of high school students
would cheat on an examinat ion i f g iven the oppor tuni ty. Analysts of the
survey sa id the respondents used five d is t inc t k inds of "mora l
c o m p a s s e s " t o d e t e r m i n e t h e i r a c t i o n s : T h e " t h e i s t s " m a k e m o r a l
judgements in accord with religious beliefs and authorities (16 percent
w e r e i n t h a t c a t a g o r y ) .
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"Civic humanists" make judgements according to what is regarded as
serving the common good (representing 25 percent of respondents). In thethird grouping are the "conventionalists," who do what is accepted as
g iven in a communi ty (20 percent ) . "Express iv is ts , " ac t accord ing to
fee l i ngs and psycho log i ca l needs (18 pe rcen t ) . "U t i l i t a r i ans , " base
t h e i r m o r a l j u d g e m e n t s o n w h a t w i l l g e t t h e m a h e a d ( 1 0 p e r c e n t ) . T h e
t h e i s t s w e r e f o u n d t o s t a n d o u t i n t h e i r r e s p o n s e s t o m a n y q u e s t i o n s .
A s k e d i f t h e y w o u l d p u t a s i d e t h e i r o w n p l a n s t o h e l p a n i n j u r e d
classmate, 49 percent of theists said yes, as did 40 percent of
c o n v e n t i o n a l i s t s , 2 2 p e r c e n t o f u t i l i t a r i a n s a n d 3 0 p e r c e n t o f
e x p r e s s i v i s t s . I t w a s f o u n d t h a t b l a c k a n d p o o r c h i l d r e n a r e m o r e l i k e l y
t o m a k e t h e i r d e c i s i o n s f r o m a t h e i s t i c p e r s p e c t i v e ( 2 9 p e r c e n t ) t h a n
a r e o t h e r c h i l d r e n . T h e p o l l a l s o f o u n d t h a t 3 4 p e r c e n t o f a l l
r e s p o n d e n t s s a i d t h e y h a d a " r e l i g i o u s e x p e r i e n c e t h a t h a s c h a n g e d t h e
d i r e c t i o n " o f t h e i r l i v e s . ( W o r l d , B o x 2 3 3 0 , A s h e v i l l e , N C 2 8 8 0 2 )

A TREND TOWARDS 'NEW MODEL' EVANGELICALISM?
A r e m a n y e v a n g e l i c a l s s h i f t i n g o v e r t o a " n e w m o d e l " o f t h e f a i t h t h a t
i s d i f f e r e n t f r o m t h e o l d e r f o r m o f e v a n g e l i c a l i s m ? T h a t i s t h e
c o n t e n t i o n o f R o b e r t B r o w w r i t i n g i n t h e F e b r u a r y 1 9 ( I h r i t i a n i t y To d a y
( h i s a r t i c l e i s h e a d l i n e d , " E v a n g e l i c a l M e g a s h i f t " ) . W h i l e n o t
i den t i f y i ng peop le o r i ns t i t u t i ons w i th h i s "new mode l " evange l i ca l i sm
( a l t h o u g h B r i t i s h w r i t e r C . S . L e w i s s e e m s t o b e a b i g i n fl u e n c e ) . B r o w
wr i t es t ha t many evange l i ca l s a re i nc reas ing l y v i ew ing t he i r f a i t h i n
terms of a f ree ly chosen fami ly re la t ionship wi th God rather than in the
t rad i t i ona l l ega l t e rms . Acco rd ing to B row, under the i nfluence o f S t .
Augus t ine and the ear ly La t in t rans la t ions o f the B ib le the o lder
evangel ica l fa i th emphasized doct r ina l concepts in legal terms such as
judgement and punishment and viewed Christ 's work as primari ly paying
the penalty for sins. The new model stresses God's love rather than
judgement and wrath, sees the church as an agency of forgiveness and ^)
v i e w s G o d i n " d y n a m i c " r a t h e r t h a n m o r e s t a t i c t e r m s .

T h e r e s p o n s e s t o B r o w ' s a r t i c l e - - p r i n t e d i n t h e s a m e i s s u e - - r a n g e f r o m
p u z z l e m e n t a n d c r i t i c i s m t o e n t h u s i a s m . T h e o l o g i a n D a v i d W e l l s w r i t e s
t h a t B r o w i s m e r e l y d e s c r i b i n g t h e g r o w i n g e v a n g e l i c a l a c c o m o d a t i o n t o
m o d e r n i t y t h a t s o c i o l o g i s t s h a v e a l r e a d y d o c u m e n t e d : E v a n g e l i c a l s a r e
s t ress ing se l f and therapeut ic va lues more than God and b ib l ica l fa i th .
He adds that "h is tor ica l Pro tes tant fa i th" is be ing reduced to a "mass
o f d i ve rse , confl ic t i ng mode ls . . . Tha t a sunder ing o f the [evange l i ca l ]
movement is coming seems utter ly certain to me.. ." Theologian Clark
P i n n o c k a f fi r m s t h e n e w m o d e l ' s p o s i t i o n t h a t " G o d n o t o n l y a c t s b u t
r e a c t s ; n o t o n l y i n fl u e n c e s e v e n t s b u t i s i n fl u e n c e d b y t h e m . " H e a d d s
that the new model 's f ree-wi l l approach (Armin ian ism) is cha l leng ing the
m o r e A u g u s t i n i a n a n d C a l v i n i s t i c - o r i e n t e d e v a n g e l i c a l l e a d e r s h i p . " . . .
t he rea l i ssue i s one o f con t ro l : Wi l l the Augus t in ian o ld guard tha t
d o m i n a t e s t h e s t r u c t u r e o f o f fi c i a l e v a n g e l i c a l i s m g r a c e f u l l y s u r r e n d e r
s o m e o f i t s p o w e r t o a r e s u r g e n t w a v e o f A r m i n i a n t h i n k i n g ? O r w i l l i t
fi g h t t o r e t a i n c o n t r o l ? " ( C h r i s t i a n i t y To d a y , 4 6 5 G u n d e r s e n D r . , C a r o l
S t r e a m , I L 6 0 1 8 7 )

EVANGELICALS REACHING FREE-MARKET CONSENSUS
W h i l e e v a n g e l i c a l s m a y b e e x p e r i e n c i n g i n c r e a s i n g d i f f e r e n c e s i n t h e i r
theology, they appear to be moving together in support for f ree-market
c a p i t a l i s m . T h e B r i t i s h n e w s p a p e r C h r i s t i a n W e e k ( J a n u a r y 2 6 ) , r e p o r t s a
"h istor ic consensus," recent ly reached at a conference in Oxford where
e v a n g e l i c a l t h e o l o g i a n s a n d e c o n o m i s t s f r o m t h e l e f t " a f fi r m e d f r e e
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market strategies and conservative market economists demanded a special
focus on justice for the poor." Leaders of the evangelical left who have
in the pas t favored red is t r ibu t ion o f wea l th and soc ia l i sm over

^^capitalism, such as Ronald Sider of Evangelicals for Social Action andLatin American theologian Rene Padilla, appear to have rethought their
posit ions as the "Oxford Declarat ion" expl ici t ly rejects central
planning and heavy state involvement in the economy. The conservative
evangel ical World magazine (January 27) says that conservat ive ideas
" d o m i n a t e d d i s c u s s i o n a t t h e c o n f e r e n c e . G o n e w e r e t h e ' r a d i c a l ' c a l l s
for global redistribution of wealth that marked similar conferences in
t h e p a s t . "

The Oxford Declaration also endorsed a study of credit-based income
projects for the poor. This example of putting free-market theories intoaction is becoming increasingly evident in evangelical development work,
according to an article by Amy Sherman in First Things (March), a newneoconservative magazine (see review in supplement).Sherman writes that
evangelical relief and development organizations, such as World Vision,Food for the Hungry, World Relief and Transformation International, are
showing a "willingness to learn from the revisionist studies of recent
years," which criticize the dependency theory. This theory teaches thatthe primary factor in Third World poverty is the economic policies of
the F i rs t Wor ld , and tha t red is t r ibu t ion o f wea l th i s necessary. The
shift in evangelical thinking is evident in the above organizations'
s t ress on weal th c reat ion , and was firs t seen in the 1987 "Vi l la rs
Statement," where evangelical relief leaders criticized development work
based on redistribution. (Christian Week, 11 Carteret St., London,
England SWIH 9DJ; First Things, 156 Fifth Ave., Suite 400, New York, NY
1 0 0 1 0 )

NEW CHRISTIAN RIGHT SHOWING STRENGTH IN AUSTRALIA
Australia is seeing a growing movement of conservative Christians whose
political activism may impact the national elections later this month,
according to the Australian evangelical magazine. On Being (February).
Much of this activism was observed in the elections in the state of
Queensland last December, where there was "a remarkable level of
Chr i s t i an i nvo lvemen t i n the fie rce deba te be fo re vo te rs dec is i ve l y
rejected the National Party government," writes Terry Craig.Conservative Christians organized around the National Party with an
agenda stressing support for pro-life concerns, capital punishment and
anti-gay rights. While the National Party lost--mostly due to corruption
charges-- the well-financed Christian campaign through the media was a
"phenomenon by Australian standards." It was not uncommon to seeChristian National Party parliamentarians speaking in local churches in
the city of Brisbane. But Craig questions how much influence the
Christian right can have outside of Queensland.

Queensland has one of the few Bible belts in Australia (located around
Br isbane) and there i s less res is tance to conserva t i ve Chr is t ian
politics in the state. Additionally, Craig writes that there is not
likely to be "such an expensive media push in the Federal political
sphere by conservative Christians, unless they get an unprecedentedflood of funding." The Christian right's bypassing of social justice

^ issues and tendency to attack the "sinner as well as the sin,'' keeps^ "otherwise emphatic" Christians from supporting it, he adds. But since
the independents or small parties could well end up holding the balance
of power after the upcoming election (which is said to be a watershed
in Australian history") a more broadly based Christian right 'may have
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an electoral impact at a significant time," Craig adds. A key player in
the Queensland elections was the Logos Foundation. Logos has transformed
itself from an apolitical charismatic orientation to a "neo-Calvinist,"
reconstructionist group calling for a Christian Australia-- a process of
growing political involvement that other Australian evangelicals have ^been undergoing, writes Charles Ringma in another article. (On Being,
P.O. Box 434, Hawthorn, Vic. , Austra l ia 3122)

GROWING IMPACT OF ENGLAND'S NEW GENERATION OF EVANGELICALS
The evangelical situation in England is rapidly changing and flourishing
with the emergence of a younger generation of Christians influenced by
the charismatic movement, according to Christianity Today magazine
(February 5). The 12-page report notes that evangelicals are growing in
both the Church of England and in "non-conformist" churches: the
percentage of those being ordained from evangelical theological schools
in the Church of England has grown from 31 percent in 1969 to 51 percent
in 1986; Af te r a per iod o f dec l ine , the Bapt is ts are a lso growing. But
such evangelical growth is "less and less like that promoted" during the
blooming of the movement in the postwar era, represented by such leaders
a s J o h n S t o t t a n d J . I . P a c k e r . W h e r e t h e o l d e r m o v e m e n t h a d a C a l v i n i s t
element and stressed scholarship and expository preaching, the new
British evangelicals are often charismatic (it is estimated that 50
percent of English evangelicals are charismatic), and have shifted from
l i t u rg i ca l t o i n fo rma l wo rsh ip , pa r t l y t h rough a s t rong Amer i can
influence [bear ing some s imi la r i t ies to the "new mode l " evange l i ca l i sm
descr ibed on page 4 )

David Neff and George Brushaber write that the new evangelicals "do not
feel particularly bonded to others by virtue of a historic set of
b e l i e f s t h a t w o u l d d e fi n e t h e m a s B a p t i s t , M e t h o d i s t o r B r e t h r e n s o m u c h
as by special events and transdenominational movements," (such as the
Spring Harvest conference, which is expected to draw 100,000 people next
year). Tradit ional evangelicals are cri t icizing the new generation for
i ts lack of r igorous theology and emphasis on emot ions and fel lowship;
only one percent of the hymns in major charismatic songbooks contain
r e f e r e n c e s t o t h e c r o s s . A n o t h e r m a j o r c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f t h e n e w

feneration is its "populist" spirit. While the Church of England hasa i l e d t o a t t r a c t t h o s e i n t h e u r b a n h o u s i n g p r o j e c t s , t h e h o u s e
c h u r c h e s ( a m o v e m e n t o f i n d e p e n d e n t c h u r c h e s a t t e m p t i n g t o r e t u r n t o N e w
Testament Chr is t ian i ty ) are growing rap id ly in such areas. The authors
c o n c l u d e t h a t t h e n e w e v a n g e l i c a l i s m " t e n d s t o h a v e a s t r o n g
socia l -concern component , wi th act iv i ty on behal f o f the poor and
unemployed v iewed as an essent ia l par t o f the Chr is t ian l i fe . "

BRITISH HINDUS BECOMING ESTABLISHED AND TARGETED

England's one mi l l ion Hindus are becoming more v is ib le in society, whi le
a l s o s u f f e r i n g i n c r e a s i n g o s t r a c i s m a n d v i o l e n c e , a c c o r d i n g t o H i n d u i s m
To d a y ( F e b r u a r y ) . T h e r e i s a g r o w i n g n u m b e r o f H i n d u t e m p l e s r e c e n t l y
b e i n g e s t a b l i s h e d , u s u a l l y t h r o u g h b u y i n g a n d c o n v e r t i n g o l d C h r i s t i a n
c h u r c h e s , b r i n g i n g t h e t o t a l n u m b e r o f t e m p l e s t o 5 2 . L o c a l a n d n a t i o n a l
g o v e r n m e n t a l b o d i e s a r e a l s o m a k i n g s u b s t a n t i a l g r a n t s t o H i n d u
r e l i g i o u s a n d c u l t u r a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s . M o s t H i n d u t e m p l e s c o n t i n u e t o
t e a c h r e g i o n a l I n d i a n l a n g u a g e s a n d t h e r e i s t h e " u n c h a l l e n g e d
assumpt ion tha t such l ingu is t i c knowledge w i l l he lp the ch i ld ren
mainta in t rad i t iona l Ind ian cu l ture . " The temples have appeared to be
s u c c e s s f u l a t " i n c o r p o r a t i n g t h e y o u t h i n t h e i r f o l d , c r e a t i n g s p e c i a l
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sports programs to draw them in and invit ing non-Hindus in for
c r o s s - c u l t u r a l p r o g r a m s .

Bu t "a l l H indu ac t i v i t y i n B r i t a i n i s unde r t he shadow o f t he vo la t i l e
r a c i a l s i t u a t i o n . . . T h e w e l l - p u b l i c i z e d ' D o t - B u s t e r ' a t t a c k s a g a i n s t
Hindus in the eastern USA are isolated incidents by comparison.
Br i ta in 's temples are regu lar targets o f vandal ism. Hindus are harassed
on the s t reet and o f ten bru ta l ly a t tacked for no reason. A l l As ians are
lumped together in the whi te Br i t isher 's mind, so that anger a t the
Muslims over the Salman Rushdie affair, for example, can just as well be
t a k e n o u t o n a H i n d u I n d i a n a s a r e a l M u s l i m . A r s o n h a s b e e n a
p a r t i c u l a r p r o b l e m . . . . To a v e r t a t t a c k s , t e m p l e s o f t e n h a v e l i t t l e t o
ident i fy them on the outside." (Hinduism Today, 1819 Second St. ,
C o n c o r d , C A 9 4 5 1 9 )

'ELECTRONIC MOSQUE' PRE-EMPTING MUSLIM DIVERSITY
B e c a u s e o f t h e g r o w i n g i n fl u e n c e o f t h e m e d i a i n I s l a m i c c o u n t r i e s , t h e
"Musl im wor ld is shr ink ing, and so is the space that shel ters unique
u n d e r s t a n d i n g s o f I s l a m , " w r i t e s M a r t i n K r a m e r i n t h e W i l s o n Q u a r t e r l y
(Winter). In responding to an earl ier art icle in the quarterly reporting
o n I s l a m i c d i v e r s i t y a r o u n d t h e w o r l d , K r a m e r w r i t e s t h a t s u c h
" d i v e r s i t y i s u n d e r a r e l e n t l e s s a s s a u l t b y t h e M u s l i m s t h e m s e l v e s . " H e
a d d s t h a t t h e r e " a r e ' e l e c t r o n i c m o s q u e s ' o f w i d e l y p o p u l a r s e r m o n i z e r s ,
w h o s e p r e a c h i n g h a s a v i d v i e w e r s a n d l i s t e n e r s i n m a n y c o u n t r i e s . M u s l i m
p o l i t i c i a n s , i n t e l l e c t u a l s a n d a c t i v i s t s p l y t h e s k i e s b e t w e e n
c o n f e r e n c e s a n d s e m i n a r s - - o n M u s l i m m i n o r i t i e s . I s l a m i c b a n k i n g .
I s l a m i c m e d i c i n e . . . "

K r a m e r a d d s t h a t , " M i s s i o n a r y o r g a n i z a t i o n s b a s e d i n S a u d i A r a b i a , I r a n ,
l ibya and Egypt support a bewi lder ing array of Musl im associat ions
a c r o s s n a t i o n a l f r o n t i e r s . T h e n e w a c t i v i s t s , u t i l i z i n g m o d e r n
techno log ies o f communica t ion spread defin i t ions o f t ru th f rom asp i r ing
n e w c e n t e r s . T h e s h e e r r e a c h o f t h e s e t e c h n i q u e s b e c a m e e v i d e n t i n t h e
a f t e r m a t h o f t h S a u d i - I r a n i a n p i l g r i m a g e c l a s h i n 1 9 8 7 , w h e n b o t h
c o u n t r i e s m o b i l i z e d v a s t t r a n s n a t i o n a l n e t w o r k s i n s u p p o r t o f t h e i r
r i v a l i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s o f t h e p i l g r i m a g e . T h e v a r i e t i e s o f I s l a m c a r r i e d
by the ai r lanes and ai rwaves hardly touch the l ives of a l l Musl ims. But
in the w i red cap i ta l s o f I s lam, loca l fo rms a re re t rea t ing be fo re the
a d v a n c e o f a l i i fi i t e d s e t o f t r a n s n a t i o n a l f o r m s . T h e d i v e r s i t y o f t h e
many soon may yield to the hegemony of the few." (Wilson Quarterly, 370
L'Enfant Promenade SW, Su i te 704, Wash ington, DC 20024)

ISLAMIC BROTHERIOODS VIEWED AS THREAT BY GORBACHEV
While officially Islam may be finding growing tolerance in the Soviet
Union under glasnost, the more unofficial Islamic "brotherhoods"
scattered throughout the USSR are worrying the goverment about their
possible militancy, reports the Catholic newsmonthly 30 Days (February).In the July/August RW, it was reported that the Soviet government has
recent ly been permi t t ing Mus l ims to bu i ld mosques and pr in t l i te ra ture .
B u t a n o t h e r s i d e t o I s l a m i n t h e U S S R i s t h e S u fi  b r o t h e r h o o d s - - a
movement of Islamic mysticism that propagates the faith through an
"underground" strategy. The brotherhoods have historically been vast
popular movements defending Islamic culture against military and
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cu l tu ra l invaders , Mass imo In t rov igne wr i tes tha t the bro therhoods are
b e i n g p o r t r a y e d b y M i k h a i l G o r b a c h e v ( w i t h a p p r o v a l b y s o m e M u s l i m
l e a d e r s ) a s d e v i a n t s e c t s f r o m m a i n s t r e a m I s l a m ( w h i c h t h e y a r e n o t ,
a c c o r d i n g t o t r a d i t i o n a l I s l a m ) . I t s h o u l d b e n o t e d t h a t n o t a l l
b r o t h e r h o o d s a r e e q u a l l y a n t i - c o m m u n i s t , n o r a r e o f fi c i a l l y - t o l e r a t e d ^
M u s l i m s a l l e q u a l l y s u b m i s s i v e t o w a r d t h e r e g i m e .

In t rov igne adds tha t " . . . t he so le rea l a im o f the campa ign [aga ins t the
brotherhoods] is to persuade westerners. . . that the repress ion of the
b r o t h e r h o o d s a n d t h e d e s t r u c t i o n o f t h e i r u n d e r g r o u n d w o r s h i p c e n t e r s
w o u l d n o t b e a n t i - r e l i g i o u s o r a n t i - I s l a m i c , b u t o n l y t h e S o v i e t
e q u i v a l e n t o f t h e W e s t ' s b a t t l e a g a i n s t ' d a n g e r o u s s e c t s . ' " W h i l e t h e
b r o t h e r h o o d s r e p r e s e n t a m i n o r i t y o f S o v i e t M u s l i m s , t h e i r n u m b e r s a r e
l a r g e e n o u g h : S o v i e t M u s l i m p u b l i c a t i o n s e s t i m a t e b r o t h e r h o o d m e m b e r s a t
3 0 0 , 0 0 0 , w h i l e W e s t e r n s p e c i a l i s t s p u t t h e n u m b e r a s h i g h a s s e v e r a l
m i l l i o n . T h e b r o t h e r h o o d s a r e s a i d n o t t o h o l d G o r b a c h e v o r h i s
c o n c e s s i o n s t o I s l a m i n h i g h e s t e e m . S o m e o b s e r v e r s " d e t e c t i n t h e

r e c e n t d i s t u r b a n c e s i n t h e U S S R ' s M ' ^ s l i m a r e a s t h e p o s s i b i l i t y - - e v e n i f
i t i s s t i l l a r e m o t e o n e - - t h a f . i s o c c u r r i n g i s a t y p e o f
p r e p a r a t i o n f o r a f u t u r e ' h o l y . T h i s h a s a p r e c e d e n t : t h e
b r o t h e r h o o d s o f t h e C a u c a s u s a n d C e n t r a l A s i a d e m o n s t r a t e d i n t h e l a s t
c e n t u r y t h a t t h e y w e r e a b l e t o c a l l u p o n t h e i r f a i t h f u l t o r i s e u p i n
r e b e l l i o n a g a n s t t h e c z a r i s t c o l o n i a l p o w e r w i t h o u t a n y w a r n i n g
w h a t s o e v e r , ( 3 0 D a y s , 2 5 1 5 M c A l l i s t e r S t . , S a n F r a n c i s c o , C A 9 4 11 8 )

SOVIET MEDIA TREATMENT OF RELIGION GETS HIGH RATINGS
T h e N a t i o n a l C a t h o l i c R e g i s t e r ( F e b r u a r y 1 8 ) r e p o r t s t h a t d e s p i t e a
s t r o n g S t a l i n i s t p r e s e n c e , " S o v i e t m e d i a p a y c o n s i d e r a b l e a t t e n t i o n t o
r e l i g i o n t h e s e d a y s a n d t r e a t t h e s u b j e c t f a i r l y . " T h e p a p e r c i t e s a ninterview with Soviet dissident Tatiana Goritsjeva where she says that,"^
u n l i k e i t s c o u n t e r p a r t s i n W e s t G e r m a n y o r F r a n c e , S o v i e t T V b r o a c h e s
t h e s u b j e c t o f r e l i g i o n a l m o s t d a i l y , a n d i n a " p o s i t i v e a n d h o n e s t
manner." One example is the USSR's most popular TV pews show, "The
Fi f th Wheel , " even though i t is Under d i rect ion of ' an atheist . The
Min is t ry o f Cu l tu re recent ly suggested a da i ly b roadcast -o f the Or thodox
l i turgy for those who can' t a t tend serv ices. Soviet TV may be in for
more re l ig ion i f U .S. te levange l is ts have the lV way, repor ts Long
Island's Newsday (February 16). Robert SchylLer has already made

"brotrdeasts into the USSR and PaT: Robertson is'- producing a children's
B ib le p rogram fo r Sov ie t v iewers . M ichae l D ' An ton io -w» fce f r—tha .L -bhe
te levangel is t ' s decl in ing American v iewM^^h^^^s drawy»g-thei i i lu the
newly opened television markets of the US^ an^^aste: l£iS:oB&STM'SERVICE
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PRESS NOTES

* T h e p r e m i e r ( M a r c h ) i s s u e o f F i r s t T h i n g s ^ a m a g a z i n e p u b l i s h e d b y t h e
I n s t i t u t e o n R e l i g i o n a n d P u b l i c L i f e , h a s r e c e n t l y c o m e o f f t h e p r e s s .
T h e m a g a z i n e a n d i t s f o u n d i n g r e v e a l s t h e g r o w i n g i n d e p e n d e n c e a n d
i n fl u e n c e o f t h e n e o c o n s e r v a t i v e m o v e m e n t . F i r s t T h i n g s c o n t i n u e s i n t h e
t r a d i t i o n o f t h e j o u r n a l " T h i s W o r l d " a n d t h e n e w s l e t t e r " R e l i g i o n &
S o c i e t y R e p o r t " e d i t e d b y L u t h e r a n n e o c o n s e r v a t i v e l e a d e r R i c h a r d J o h n
N e u h a u s . B u t l a s t y e a r N e u h a u s w a s d i s m i s s e d b y t h e p u b l i c a t i o n s '
s p o n s o r , t h e t r a d i t i o n a l i s t c o n s e r v a t i v e R o c k f o r d I n s t i t u t e f o r
i d e o l o g i c a l a n d fi n a n c i a l d i f f e r e n c e s ( s e e O c t o b e r R e l i g i o n W a t c h ) ,
t h e r e b y c r e a t i n g a r i f t b e t w e e n n e o c o n s e r v a t i v e s a n d t r a d i t i o n a l i s t s ( o r
" p a l e o c o n s e r v a t i v e s " ) .
T h e fi r s t i s s u e o f F i r s t T h i n g s , w h i c h i s e d i t e d b y N e u h a u s , c a r r i e s
a r t i c l e s b y s u c h n e o c o n s e r v a t i v e l e a d e r s a s M i c h a e l N o v a k a n d P a u l
J o h n s o n , a n d a n e w s l e t t e r f o r m a t i n t h e b a c k p a g e s f o r N e u h a u s *
d i s t i n c t i v e c o m m e n t a r y o n r e l i g i o n a n d s o c i a l i s s u e s . T h e n e o c o n s e r v a t i v e
emphas i s on democ racy and cap i t a l i sm ( r ecen t even t s have t aken
a n t i - c o m m u n i s m o f f t h e a g e n d a ) , a s w e l l a s t h e r o l e o f r e l i g i o n i n
s h a p i n g c u l t u r a l v a l u e s , i s e v i d e n t i n t h e fi r s t i s s u e . W i t h i t s
e d i t o r i a l b o a r d c a r r y i n g s u c h m a i n s t r e a m n a m e s a s t h e N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l o f
C h u r c h e s p r e s i d e n t L e o n i d K i s h k o v s k y, a n d N e u h a u s * s t r o n g c r i t i c i s m s o f
h i s f o r m e r t r a d i t i o n a l i s t a l l i e s . F i r s t T h i n g s a p p e a r s t o b e m a k i n g a b i d
f o r a p l a c e a t t h e c e n t e r o f t o d a y ' s r e l i g i o u s / p o l i t i c a l d e b a t e . A
s u b s c r i p t i o n i s $ 2 4 p e r y e a r . F i r s t T h i n g s , 1 5 6 F i f t h A v e . , N e w Yo r k , N Y
1 0 0 1 0 )
* F i n d i n g s & F o o t n o t e s h a s l o n g b e e n i n t e r e s t e d i n t h e n o n - o f fi c i a l
d e n o m i n a t i o n a l p r e s s - - t h o s e p u b l i c a t i o n s t h a t o f t e n p r o v i d e i n f o r m a t i v e
c o v e r a g e o f t h e i r d e n o m i n a t i o n s f r o m a n i n d e p e n d e n t e d i t o r i a l a n d
operat ing base. One recent addi t ion to the co l lect ion of independent
p u b l i c a t i o n s i s T h e B a n n e r , " a n e w s l e t t e r f o r C h r i s t i a n S c i e n t i s t s . " T h e
q u a r t e r l y n e w s l e t t e r , e d i t e d a n d p u b l i s h e d b y A n d r e w W. H a r t s o o k ,
a p p r o a c h e s i s s u e s t h a t d o n o t g e t a h e a r i n g i n o f fi c i a l C h r i s t i a n
S c i e n t i s t p u b l i c a t i o n s , s u c h a s t h e d e c l i n i n g n u m b e r o f c h u r c h e s a n d
C h r i s t i a n S c i e n c e p r a c t i t i o n e r s . T h e B a n n e r o f t e n c r i t i c i z e s t h e c h u r c h
f o r l o s i n g i t s r e l i g i o u s i n t e g r i t y b e c a u s e o f i t s i n v o l v e m e n t i n s e c u l a r
m e d i a p r o j e c t s ( s u c h a s i t s t e l e v i s i o n p r o g r a m , t h e W o r l d M o n i t o r ) . T h e r e
i s n o c o s t f o r a s u b s c r i p t i o n , a l t h o u g h s o m e d o n a t i o n m i g h t b e
appreciated for postage. Send to: The Banner, Andrew Hartsook, 2040 Hazel
A v e . , Z a n e s v i l l e , O H 4 3 7 0 1 )
* I n t h e r e v i e w o f t h e a l t e r n a t i v e C h r i s t i a n p r e s s l a s t i s s u e w e a s k e d i f
any readers might know of any other such publications. Reader Phelps
G a t e s o f C h a p e l H i l l , N . C . , r e s p o n d e d b y s e n d i n g i n a m u l t i t u d e o f s u c h
pub l i ca t ions - - o therw ise known as " fanz ines" o r "z ines . " A b r ie f l ook a t
t h e s e z i n e s m i g h t i n c l u d e s u c h p u b l i c a t i o n s a s R a d i c a l T i m e s ( C / 0 P . F . J . ,
B o x 3 1 0 , E v e r e t t , WA 9 8 2 0 6 ) , w h i c h f o c u s e s o n t h e C h r i s t i a n r o c k s c e n e
b u t a l s o c a r r i e s i t e m s o n C h r i s t i a n l i v i n g a n d s u c h i s s u e s a s a b o r t i o n .
The Look (RT. 1 , Box 612 , Chesapeake , OH 45619 . $5 fo r s i x i ssues)
f o c u s e s o n C h r i s t i a n " h e a v y m e t a l " m u s i c - - a m o v e m e n t o f t e n r e j e c t e d b y
c h u r c h e s . T h e s e a n d o t h e r z i n e s - - w h i c h a r e o f t e n d i s t r i b u t e d a t



C h r i s t i a n r o c k c o n c e r t s - - s h o w a C h r i s t i a n y o u t h s u b c u l t u r e t h a t i s o f t e n
c r i t i c a l o f c h u r c h e s , a l t h o u g h q u i t e c o n s e r v a t i v e i t s e l f ; m a n y z i n e s
e s p o u s e a n t i - a b o r t i o n t h e m e s . R e a d e r s w i s h i n g t o c o r r e s p o n d w i t h M r .
G a t e s r e g a r d i n g h i s c o l l e c t i o n o f C h r i s t i a n z i n e s c a n w r i t e t o h i m a t :
1 6 0 W i n d s o r C i r c l e , C h a p e l H i l l , N C 2 7 5 1 6 - 1 2 0 7 )
* R e a d e r s i n t e r e s t e d i n m o r e f o r e c a s t s a n d a n a l y s e s o f r e l i g i o n f o r t h e
1 9 9 0 s t h a n f o u n d i n l a s t m o n t h ' s R e l i g i o n W a t c h , m i g h t w a n t t o c o n s u l t
r e c e n t b o o k s o n t h e s u b j e c t . T h e P e o p l e s ' R e l i g i o n : A m e r i c a n F a i t h i n t h e
9 0 ' s ( M a c m i l l a n . $ 1 9 . 9 5 ) b y G e o r g e G a l l u p J r . a n d J i m C a s t e l l i b r i n g s
t o g e t h e r G a l l u p p o l l s c o n d u c t e d o n r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f a n d b e h a v i o r d u r i n g
t h e p a s t 5 0 y e a r s . F r o m t h e s e s t a t i s t i c s , t h e a u t h o r s m a k e f o r e c a s t s o n
t h e s h i f t i n g m e m b e r s h i p a n d a t t e n d a n c e fi g u r e s o f e v a n g e l i c a l a n d
m a i n l i n e c h u r c h e s a s w e l l a s o t h e r d e v l o p m e n t . M e g a t r e n d s 2 0 0 0 : T e n
D i r e c t i o n s f o r t h e 1 9 9 0 s ( W i l l i a m M o r r o w a n d C o . , $ 2 1 . 9 5 ) b y J o h n
N a i s b i t t a n d P a t r i c i a A b u r d e n e , a d d s a s t r o n g r e l i g i o u s t h r u s t t o
N a i s b i t t ' s e a r l i e r b e s t - s e l l e r , " M e g a t r e n d s . " T h e a u t h o r s v i e w t h e
c o n t i n u e d g r o w t h o f e v a n g e l i c a l i s m a n d n e w a g e g r o u p s w i t h " g r e a t h o p e , "
c i t i n g s u c h d e v e l o p m e n t s a s a " t u r n i n g a w a y f r o m t h e r e l i g i o n o f
t e c h n o l o g y . " N a i s b i t t a n d A b u r d e n e m a k e a s t r o n g c o n n e c t i o n b e t w e e n s u c h
a " r e v i v a l " a n d t h e a p p r o a c h o f t h e t h i r d m i l l e n i u m .
* A n e w g e n r e o f w r i t i n g o n A m e r i c a n r e l i g i o n m a y b e d e v e l o p i n g - - a k i n d
o f r e l i g i o u s g e o g r a p h y . I n v a r y i n g d e g r e e s , t h r e e r e c e n t b o o k s c o m b i n e
t r a v e l w i t h o b s e r v a t i o n t o s h o w t h e w a y s t h a t r e l i g i o n i s o f t e n
i n t e r c o n n e c t e d w i t h t h e A m e r i c a n l a n d a n d i t s d i f f e r e n t r e g i o n s . I n T h e
D i v i n e S u p e r m a r k e t : S h o p p i n g f o r G o d i n A m e r i c a ( W i l l i a m M o r r o w , $ 1 8 . 9 5 )
b y M a l i s e R u t h v e n , p r o v i d e s a n i n - d e p t h e x p l o r a t i o n o f t h e v a r i e d
r e l i g i o u s l a n d s c a p e o f A m e r i c a - - f r o m a n u p b e a t , e c u m e n i c a l N e w E n g l a n d
C o n g r e g a t i o n a l i s m t o N e w A g e C a l i f o r n i a . I n h i s t r a i l e r , R u t h v e n , a
B r i t i s h a g n o s t i c , r e t r a c e s t h e " M o r m o n t r a i l " m a d e b y B r i g h a m Y o u n g l a s t
c e n t u r y , m a k i n g s i d e t r i p s t o t a l k w i t h b l a c k B a p t i s t s i n A l a b a m a , w h i t e
s u p r e m a c i s t s i n t h e N o r t h w e s t , N a t i v e A m e r i c a n s i n t h e S o u t h w e s t a n d m a n y
o t h e r r e l i g i o u s g r o u p s , f r e q u e n t l y n o t i n g t h e c o n n e c t i o n b e t w e e n
g e o g r a p h y a n d f a i t h .
R a n d a l l B a l m e r ' s M i n e E y e s H a v e S e e n t h e G l o r y ; A J o u r n e y i n t o t h e
E v a n g e l i c a l S u b c u l t u r e i n A m e r i c a ( O x f o r d U n i v . P r e s s , $ 1 9 . 9 5 ) c a r r i e s
m o r e e m p h a s i s o n f a i t h t h a n g e o g r a p h y . B u t B a l m e r ' s j o u r n e y i n t o
e v a n g e l i c a l A m e r i c a s h o w s t h a t t h e d i v e r s i t y o f t h e m o v e m e n t o f t e n
i n t e r a c t s w i t h t h e v a r i o u s A m e r i c a n r e g i o n s m o r e o f t e n t h a n o n e m i g h t
t h i n k f r o m w a t c h i n g t e l e v a n g e l i s t s . A l t h o u g h t h e r e i s l e s s t r a v e l i n
B e l d e n C . L a n e ' s L a n d s c a p e s o f t h e S a c r e d : G e o g r a p h y a n d N a r r a t i v e i n
A m e r i c a n S p i r i t u a l i t y ( P a u l i s t P r e s s , 9 9 7 M a c a r t h u r B l v d . , M a h w a h , N J
0 7 4 3 0 , $ 9 . 9 5 ) , t h e b o o k p r o v i d e s g o o d b a c k g r o u n d f o r t h i n k i n g a b o u t t h e
t i e s b e t w e e n A m e r i c a n g e o g r a p h y a n d r e l i g i o n . A m o n g L a n e ' s c a s e s t u d i e s
a r e t h e S h a k e r s , t h e w r i t i n g s o f E d w a r d A b b e y o n t h e A m e r i c a n W e s t a n d
t h e C a t h o l i c W o r k e r i n N e w Y o r k .
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1 ) v i r t u a l R e a l i t y h a s r e c e n t l y b e e n p o r t r a y e d i n t h e a l t e r n a t i v e a n d
m a i n s t r e a m p r e s s a s t h e n e w c o m p u t e r f r o n t i e r . I n s h o r t . V i r t u a l r e a l i t y
i s a c o m p u t e r s y s t e m a l l o w i n g i t s o p e r a t o r s t o c r e a t e a n d e x p e r i e n c e
o t h e r f o r m s o f " r e a l i t y " t h r o u g h s e n s o r y e q u i p m e n t a n d t h e i m a g i n a t i o n
( f o r i n s t a n c e , a p a r t i c i p a n t i n t h i s t e c h n o l o g y c a n " e x p e r i e n c e " w a l k i n g
o n t h e M o o n ) . L e s s k n o w n i s v i r t u a l r e a l i t y " g u r u " J a r o n L a n i e r ' s v i e w
t h a t t h e t e c h n o l o g y ( t o b e a v a i l a b l e t o t h e p u b l i c i n a f e w y e a r s ) w i l l
" b ' r i s i g b a c k i n t o w e s t e r n e x p e r i e n c e . . . a s h a r e d m y s t i c a l a l t e r e d s e n s e o f
r e a l i t y t h a t i s s o i m p o r t a n t i n b a s i c a l l y e v e r y o t h e r c i v i l i z a t i o n p r i o r
t o b i g p a t r i a r c h a l p o w e r . " ( S o u r c e : W h o l e E a r t h R e v i e w , F a l l ; U t n e
R e a d e r , M a r c h / A p r i l )


