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D u r i n g t h e p a s t s e v e r a l y e a r s t h e r e
e v a n g e l i c a l s , m o s t l y i n t e l l e c t u a l s ,
t r a d i t i o n s , s u c h a s A n g l i c a n i s m a n d
RELIGION WATCH]. But more recent ly,
a n d t r a d i t i o n a l o b s e r v a n c e s a p p e a r s
n o n - 1 i t u r g i c a l e v a n g e l i c a l c h u r c h e s
o u t s i d e t h e m .

h a s b e e n s o m e m o v e m e n t o f
t o e m b r a c e m o r e l i t u r g i c a l c h u r c h
Eastern Or thodoxy [see December 1986
t h e m o v e t o w a r d l i t u r g i c a l w o r s h i p
t o b e t a k i n g p l a c e w i t h i n f o r m e r l y
a n d d e n o m i n a t i o n s , a s w e l l a s

T h e Tw i n C i t i e s C h r i s t i a n ( M a r c h 8 ) , a n e w s p a p e r f o r e v a n g e l i c a l s i n t h e
M i n n e a p o l i s - S t . P a u l a r e a , r e p o r t s t h a t " n o n - l i t u r g i c a l c h u r c h e s a r e
b e g i n n i n g t o t a k e a n o t h e r l o o k a t t h e o b s e r v a n c e s a b a n d o n e d b y t h e i r
found ing re formers . " Such observances o f the l i tu rg ica l church ca lendar
as Advent (a t ime of preparat ion before Chr is tmas] are increas ing ly
being fol lowed by Assemblies of God churches, according to theologian
Dav id N icho ls . " I wou ldn ' t say they do i t i n a who lesa le l i t u rg ica l way,
but just the use of the word is a big step. Being from an Assemblies
b a c k g r o u n d , w e w o u l d s a y, ' A d v e n t ? T h a t ' s w h a t t h e L u t h e r a n s t a l k
about, '" he says. Another observer adds that there has been a
r e o c c u r r e n c e o f L e n t e n o b s e r v a t i o n a m o n g d i f f e r e n t g r o u p s o f C h r i s t i a n s ;
popular evangel ical radio broadcaster David Mains has "k ind of
i n t r o d u c e d L e n t a m o n g E v a n g e l i c a l s w i t h o u t c a l l i n g i t L e n t . " A B a p t i s t
p a s t o r s a y s , " I r e a l l y f e e l t h a t t h e ' 9 0 s w i l l s e e a m o v e o f t h e c h u r c h
t o w a r d m o r e t r a d i t i o n a l - s t y l e s e r v i c e s . T h e b a b y b o o m e r g e n e r a t i o n i s
coming back to church, and they wil l be attracted to some of the
f o r m a l i s m . "

The move toward . l i t u rgy ex tends beyond M inneso ta [where the
Lu the ran - influenced cu l tu re cou ld pa r t l y accoun t fo r th i s deve lopment ] .
U .S . News Sc Wor ld Repor t ( January 15) no tes tha t wh i le mos t ma ins t ream
e v a n g e l i c a l s s t i l l p r e t e r i n f o r m a l w o r s h i p , t h e r e a r e a " g r o w i n g n u m b e r s
o f t r a d i t i o n a l l y n o n l i t u r g i c a l c h u r c h e s w h e r e c l e r g y a r e i n c o r p o r a t i n g
e c c l e s i a s t i c a l r i t u a l s i n t o t h e i r S u n d a y s e r v i c e s . " A N a z a r e n e c h u r c h i n
Kansas a t tended by h igh church o ffic ia ls is incorpor t ing e lements o f
A n g l i c a n l i t u r g y i n t o i t s s e r v i c e s ; " s e v e r a l c h u r c h e s i n t h e N o r t h
A m e r i c a n B a p t i s t C o n f e r e n c e h a v e u n d e r g o n e a s i m i l a r t r a n s f o r m a t i o n , "
w i t h o n e c o n g r e g a t i o n u s i n g A n g l i c a n c h a n t s , w r i t e s J e f f e r y S h e l e r . O n e
i n fl u e n c e b e h i n d t h i s m o v e m e n t i s R o b e r t E . W e b b e r , a W h e a t o n C o l l e g e
t h e o l o g i a n a n d A n g l i c a n c o n v e r t w h o n o w c o n d u c t s s e m i n a r s o n t h e s u b j e c t
f o r i n t e r e s t e d c l e r i c s . C h u r c h h i s t o r i a n M a r t i n E . M a r t y s a y s t h a t t h e
l a r g e l y a h i s t o r i c a l n a t u r e o f A m e r i c a n e v a n g e l i c a l i s m i s d r a w i n g s o m e
c h u r c h e s t o l i t u r g y t o " f e e l a c o n n e c t e d n e s s t o t h e p a s t . "

M o r e l i t u r g y a n d t r a d i t i o n i n e v a n g e l i c a l c h u r c h e s m a y a l s o c a u s e
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divisions in their respective denominations. A case in point is the
Reformed Episcopal Church, a small "low church" evangelical denomination
which broke from the mainline Episcopal Church in the 19th century over
its emphasis on the sacraments and "high church" liturgy. The December
issue of the denomination's journal, Episcopal Recorder reported

. . I I J ^ r r - I ' M r i a c n o T . 7 T W fl r * 1 " 1 O P S . s u c h a S v"time of unrest" is developing in the church as new practices, such as f
weekly communion and the introduction of clerical garb, are findingtheir way into worship services. In an interview with RW, Louis Traycik,
an associate pastor in a Philadelphia R.E. church, says that this
development is taking place among newer members, especially seminarians,
who "want to be an authent ic part of Angl icanism."

There is also more contact taking place between Reformed Episcopalians
and continuing (or traditionalist) Anglican bodies, which are often
"high church." While a church committee is investigating the new
liturgical involvement, Traycik says those who actively oppose themovement are a small minority. He doesn't expect an open conflict in the
church unless the movement challenges R.E. theology, such as its
doctrine that baptism is only symbolic. Interestingly~etTOugh» mueh of
the interest in liturgy has come from the influence of Reconstructionism
(which holds that Old Testament law should run the church and society)
in the church. Such Reconstructionist leaders as James Jordan and Ray
Sutton are Reformed Episcopalians and are part of the movement s^ high
church" wing led by Gary North in Tyler, Texas. (Twin Cities Christian,
1619 Portland Ave., S., Minneapolis, MN 55404; Episcopal Recorder, 441/
Tyson Ave., Phi ladelphia, PA 19135)
BLACK CHURCH REVIVING THROUGH SELF-HELP PROGRAMS
Black churches are being revitalized throughout the U.S. as they
increase their emphasis on self-help social programs, according to ,
Portland, Oregon's Sunday Oregonian newspaper (February 18). This trend'
can be seen in Portland, where its more than 50 black churches are
reporting a recent upturn in membership and attendance. Concern overcrime and drugs in the black community has brought people back to the
church, where they are finding a new emphasis on programs fighting
social problems-- "something that hasn't happened to this degree since
the civil rights movement," says one Pentecostal minister. Duke ^
University sociologist C. Eric Lincoln says there has been a nationwide
"resurgence in the black church. The past decade has been hard on black
people...So the church is once again having to do the things for black
people that society is not willing to do." [In an-lTil:erview with RW^in
June, 1987, Lincoln spotted the move of black churches toward self-help
programs, although then it was taking place "slowly and spasmodically. J
Lincoln adds that such social concern "means housing for the indigent,
day care and drug rehabilitation. It's not just symbolic. Many of the
larger black churches in Houston, Los Angeles and New York have begun
comprehensive programs." Lincoln, who recently finished a 12-year study
of the nation's black churches to be released this summer, says that he
expects black churches to play an increasingly powerful national role,as they have gained more unity through such pan-denominational groups as
National Congress of Black Churches. "There will be a trend toward
mobilization of black energies under the aegis of the church. The
inability of black denominations to work together is legendary... But
think we wil l see the black church in the 1990s work together in a more
unified way," he adds. The growing social ministry of black churches, at
least in Portland, is also partly due to influence of Jesse Jackson s f\
Rainbow Coali t ion. The coal i t ion "made us real ize that power comes by
putting the forces together," says one church official.
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NEW HOTLINE DEEPENING AMERICAN CATHOLIC DIVISIONS?
The rapid growth of a new telephone hotline is galvinizing conservative
Catho l i cs on na t iona l and loca l i ssues and poss ib ly in tens i f y ing
d iv is ions between Amer ican Catho l ics , accord ing to the Nat iona l Catho l ic
R e g i s t e r ( A p r i l 1 ) . V o i c e N e t w o r k I n t e r n a t i o n a l , w h i c h i s b a s e d i n
C h i c a g o b u t a v a i l a b l e o n b o t h t h e W e s t a n d E a s t c o a s t s , o f f e r s
c o n s e r v a t i v e n e w s a n d v i e w s a s w e l l a s u r g i n g c a l l e r s t o " e x e r t p u b l i c
p r e s s u r e " o n p u b l i c o f fi c i a l s r e g a r d i n g v a r i o u s i s s u e s . T h e h o t l i n e
received 92 callers the day it opened last November; by March, the
"number of cal l - ins had jumped to near ly ten t imes that number," reports
Bob Olmstead. Among the first to help the network with fundraising was
C a l i f o r n i a R e p u b l i c a n C o n g r e s s m a n R o b e r t D o r n a n , w h o c a l l e d t h e n e w
t e c h n o l o g y v i t a l t o b r e a k i n g t h e c o n t r o l o f t h e " d o m i n a n t m e d i a
c u l t u r e , " w h e r e t h e " r e l i g i o u s v i e w s o f c o n s e r v a t i v e s a r e a n a t h e m a t o
n e w s r e p o r t e r s , " t h e a r t i c l e s a y s . T h e h o t l i n e ' s p o l e m i c a l s t y l e a n d
" r a p i d g r o w t h , a l o n g w i t h a p a r a l l e l s p u r t i n m e m b e r s h i p o f t h e
Chicago-based Cal l to Act ion, an act iv is t group on the le f t , may suggest
a n i n c r e a s i n g p o l a r i z a t i o n a m o n g C a t h o l i c s , b o t h l o c a l l y a n d t h r o u g h o u t
t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s . "

Cal l to Act ion is best known for i ts sponsorship of a fu l l page ad in
the Feb rua ry 28 New Yo rk Times . The ad , s i gned by ove r 4 , 500 Ca tho l i c
l a i t y and c le rgy [ i nc lud ing one b ishop ] , ca l l ed fo r d ia logue and re fo rm
on such issues as greater par t ic ipat ion in forming church teaching and
academic freedom for theologians. The Nat ional Cathol ic Reporter (March
2 3 ) n o t e s t h a t s i n c e t h e a d r a n , t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n h a s r e c e i v e d a n
a d d i t i o n a l 2 0 0 s i g n a t u r e s a d a y, a m o u n t i n g t o 1 0 , 0 0 0 b y m i d - M a r c h . [ C a l l
t o A c t i o n ' s s t r e n g t h m a y s e e m t o c o n t r a d i c t R W ' s c o m m e n t l a s t m o n t h
t h a t C a t h o l i c d i s s e n t i n g g r o u p s a r e " g i v i n g u p h o p e o f i n fl u e n c i n g t h e
i n s t i t u t i o n a l c h u r c h " W h i l e C a l l t o A c t i o n m a y r e p r e s e n t a m o r e m o d e r a t e
kind of dissent, other groups mentioned last month, such as Matthew
F o x ' s C r e a t i o n S p i r i t u a l i t y , t h e v a r i o u s f e m i n i s t o r g a n i z a t i o n s t i e d t o
Wo m a n - C h u r c h a n d t h e g a y C a t h o l i c g r o u p . D i g n i t y, n o l o n g e r e m p h a s i z e
r e f o r m o f c h u r c h s t r u c t u r e s b u t r a t h e r p r o p o s e n e w c h u r c h m o d e l s ]
( N a t i o n a l C a t h o l i c R e g i s t e r , 1 2 7 0 0 Ve n t u r a B l v d . , S u i t e 2 0 0 , S t u d i o
C i t y, CA 91604 )

HOMESCHOOLING GROWING AND INCLUDING CATHOLICS
Since_RW repo r ted on the g row th o f homeschoo l i ng among conse rva t i ve
Protestants in the U.S. a few years ago (see September '85 and May '86
issues), the movement has continued i ts momentum, finding a fol lowing
a m o n g c o n s e r v a t i v e C a t h o l i c s a n d e v e n s o m e " s e c u l a r h u m a n i s t s , "
according to the National Cathol ic Reporter (March 16). The newspaper
r e p o r t s t h a t t h e r e h a s b e e n a t w e n t y p e r c e n t i n c r e a s e o f h o m e s c h o o l e r s
s ince 1985, w i th approx imate ly 300,000 s tudents rece iv ing ins t ruc t ion in
their homes (some homeschooling advocates put the number up to one
m i l l i o n s t u d e n t s ) . M o s t p a r e n t s w h o t e a c h t h e i r c h i l d r e n a t h o m e d o s o
fo r re l ig ious reasons; " they do no t approve ' secu la r humanis t ' va lues
p r o m u l g a t e d i n t h e p u b l i c s c h o o l s , " w r i t e s J o e F e u e r h e r d .

The homeschooling movement is extending beyond its fundamentalist and
evangel ical base, as a "growing number of Cathol ics. . . peace act iv is ts
and even se l f -p roc la imed ' secu la r human is t s ' . . . a re so d i s i l l us ioned by
c o n v e n t i o n a l s c h o o l i n g t h a t t h e y m a k e t h e c o m m i t m e n t t o t e a c h a t h o m e . "^ A popular homeschooling curriculum for Catholics is the Front Royal,
Virginia-based Seton Home Study School [ the best way to find the varietyof philosophies in the homeschooling movement is through its many
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networks and curriculum programs], providing programs to more than 2,000
p a r e n t s . " T h e r e i s a p o l i t i c a l l y c o n s e r v a t i v e a n d r e l i g i o u s l y
o r t h o d o x - - e v e n o l d - f a s h i o n e d - - b e n t t o t h e S e t o n m a t e r i a l . T h e B a l t i m o r e
C a t e c h i s m i s a n i n t e g r a l p a r t o f t h e r e l i g i o n c u r r i c u l u m . A n d t h e
m o n t h l y n e w s l e t t e r r e c e n t l y i n c l u d e d q u o t e s f r o m W h i t t a k e r C h a m b e r s ,
a u t h o r o f t h e a n t i - c o m m u n i s t m a n i f e s t o W i t n e s s , " F e u e r h e r d w r i t e s . O n e
secular humanist interviewed says that she favors homeschooling because
lea rn ing i s " compar tmen ta l i zed " i n pub l i c schoo ls . (Na t i ona l Ca tho l i c
Repor te r, P.O . Box 419281 , Kansas C i t y, MO 64141)

ANABAPTIST INFLUENCE GROWING AMONG THEOLOGIANS
Anabapt is t thought is gain ing influence among Amer ican theologians,
a l t h o u g h m u c h o f i t i s c o m i n g f r o m n o n - t r a d i t i o n a l s o u r c e s , w r i t e sChar les Scr iven in Chr is t ian i ty Today (March 5) . Anabapt is t theology
h o l d s t h a t c h u r c h e s s h o u l d a c t a s a c o u n t e r c u l t u r e o r a m o d e l o f
n o n - v i o l e n c e a n d c o m m u n i t y r a t h e r t h a n a i m i n g t o t r a n s f o r m s e c u l a r
s o c i e t y. T h e M e n n o n i t e s a n d s u c h g r o u p s a s t h e A m i s h a n d t h e H u t t e r i l i e . a _ _have been the t rad i t i ona l s tandard beare rs o f the Anabapt i s t t rad i t i on
i n A m e r i c a . W h i l e A n a b a p t i s t t h o u g h t w a s f o r m e r l y w r i t t e n o f f b y
theo log ians as i r re levant and soc ia l l y pass ive , Mennon i te theo log ians
such as John Howard Yoder have helped bring such ideas into the
mainstream of American theological debate. But the current movement
d e fi e s d e n o m i n a t i o n a l b o u n d a r i e s . A m o n g t h e t h e o l o g i a n s r e i n t e r p r e t i n g
the Anabapt ist v is ion today are Duke Universi ty 's Stanley Hauerwas, a
Methodist, and Southern Baptist James Wil l iam McClendon of Berkeley's
G r a d u a t e T h e o l o g i c a l U n i o n .

S c r i v e n w r i t e s t h a t A n a b a p t i s t i d e a s a r e g a i n i n g a h e a r i n g b e c a u s e o f
t h e g r o w i n g c o n c e r n f o r p e a c e a n d t h e h o r r o r o f n u c l e a r w a r a n d r. h e
g r o w i n g " d e c h r i s t i a n i z a t i o n " o f m o d e r n s o c i e t y . " To s o m e d e g r e e , t h e
e n t i r e c o m m u n i t y o f b e l i e v e r s h a s b e g u n t o f e e l i t s e l f a m i n o r i t y .
A n a b a p t i s t s h a v e h a d t h i s e x p e r i e n c e f r o m t h e s t a r t . I n t h e n e w c o n t e x t
I t i s l i k e l i e r t h a n b e f o r e t h a t t h e y s h o u l d b e t a k e n s e r i o u s l y . " T h e
e m e r g e n c e o f " p o s t m o d e r n " t h e o l o g y, w h i c h q u e s t i o n s s u c h v a l u e s o f
modern thought as universal reason and individualism and emphasizes
tradit ion and rooted communit ies [see March '87 RW], has also provided a
favo rab le c l ima te f o r Anabap t i s t i deas to flou r i sh , Sc r i ven adds .
(Christ ianity Today, 465 Gundersen Dr., Carol Stream, XL 60187)

AMERICAN INDIANS RELEARNING RELIGION IN FIGHTING ADDICTIOF'̂  ^ "
T r a d i t i o n a l A m e r i c a n I n d i a n c u l t u r e a n d r e l i g i o n c o m b i n e d w i t h 1 2 - s t e p
p r o g r a m s h a s b e c o m e t h e " k e y t o r e c o v e r y f o r m a n y I n d i a n a l c o h o l i c s " a n d
drug abusers , wr i tes Rober t A l l en War r io r i n Chr i s t i an i t y and Cr i s i s
magazine (March 19). American Indians have long had a problem with
a lcohol ism; in some communi t ies the major i ty o f the Ind ian populat ion
have had alcohol problems. But now such alcohol and drug recovery
c e n t e r s a s P r o j e c t P h o e n i x i n K y l e , S o u t h D a k o t a u s e t r a d i t i o n a l t r i b a l
p r a c t i c e s a n d r i t u a l s o f t h e L a k o t a t r i b e , s u c h a s t h e p u r i fi c a t i o n
ceremonies of the sweatlodge, along with the 12-step programs of
A l c o h o l i c s A n o n y m o u s i n t h e i r t r e a t m e n t .

One Lakota leader says he finds the 12-step philosophy close to his own
t r a d i t i o n . " T h e A A m o d e l i s t h e I n d i a n m o d e l . Yo u h e l p e a c h o t h e r , v i s i t
e a c h o t h e r . . . I f t h e g o d y o u c h o o s e t o u s e k e e p s y o u s o b e r , i t ' s t h e
r i g h t g o d . T h e r e ' s n o t a l o t o f d o g m a t o i t . " O n e I n d i a n c o m m u n i t y i n
C a n a d a r a v a g e d b y a l c o h o l i s m d e v e l o p e d a p r o g r a m u t i l i z i n g t h e A A
program, tradit ional culture and economic development and is now 98
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percent sober. Warrior adds that many Indian young people are learning
" t h e s p e c i fi c s o f t r a d i t i o n a l c u l t u r e a n d r e l i g i o n i n d r u g a n d a l c o h o l
t r e a t m e n t . " ( C h r i s t i a n i t y a n d C r i s i s , 5 3 7 W. 1 2 1 s t S t . , N e w Yo r k , N Y
1 0 0 2 7 )

CURRENT RESEARCH: recent findings on religious attitudes
* According to Nat ional 8c Internat ional Rel ig ion Report (March 26),
two - th i rds o f Amer i can adu l t s be l i eve te lev i s i on p rog rams tha t r i d i cu le
r e l i g i o n s h o u l d b e c e n s o r e d , r e g a r d l e s s o f t h e i r p o p u l a r i t y . T h e s u r v e y ,
featured in Parents magazine and conducted through random telephone
interv iews wi th 1,004 people, found that 72 percent of respondents
favored a ban on r id i cu l i ng o r mak ing fun o f re l i g ion . F i f t y fou r
p e r c e n t s a y t h e y d o n ' t w a n t " o b j e c t i v e d i s c u s s i o n s o f S a t a n i s m , a n d 5 5
p e r c e n t s a y s c e n e s s u g g e s t i n g , b u t n o t a c t u a l l y s h o w i n g , h o m o s e x u a l
a c t i v i t y s h o u l d b e c u t . ( N a t i o n a l & I n t e r n a t i o n a l R e l i g i o n R e p o r t , P. O .
B o x 2 1 4 3 3 , " R o a n o k e , VA 2 4 0 1 8 )

* While some have said that Southern gospel music is dying out, a recent
study shows that the music is finding a new audience among baby-boomers
and country music fans, according to Christ ian Retai l ing magazine (March
1 5 ) . T h e s u r v e y f o u n d t h a t s i x o u t o f 1 0 S o u t h e r n g o s p e l f a n s s a y t h e
m u s i c i s m o r e i m p o r t a n t t o t h e m n o w t h a n i t w a s 1 0 y e a r s a g o . A r e l a t e d
a r t i c l e s a y s t h a t C h r i s t i a n c o u n t r y m u s i c " s o a r e d " l a s t y e a r a s s u c h
s i n g e r s a s R i c k y S k a g g s a n d t h e F o r r e s t e r S i s t e r s s h o w e d t h a t " i t w a s
a c c e p t a b l e f o r c o u n t r y a r t i s t s t o s i n g a b o u t t h e i r f a i t h . " ( C h r i s t i a n
R e t a i l i n g , 6 0 0 R i n e h a r t R d . , L a k e M a r y, F L 3 2 7 4 6 )
* A r e c e n t i n f o r m a l s u r v e y o f f a r m e r s i n C a n a d a s h o w s t h a t t h e i r
s p i r i t u a l i t y o f t e n d i f f e r s f r o m t h e f a i t h p r e a c h e d i n t h e c h u r c h e s ,
a c c o r d i n g t o t h e C a t h o l i c N e w T i m e s ( M a r c h 1 8 ) . E i g h t y t w o p e r c e n t o f
the farmers surveyed across Canada said they found something "spir i tual"
i n f a r m i n g . B u t w h e n a s k e d i f t h e i r C h r i s t i a n t e a c h i n g s i n fl u e n c e d t h e i r
f a r m i n g p r a c t i c e s , 4 3 p e r c e n t o f t h e f a r m e r s s a i d n o o r w e r e u n c e r t a i n .
One Presbyter ian farmer said, "You' l l find more lovers of nature among
f a r m e r s t h a n l o v e r s o f C h r i s t . " M o s t o f t h o s e s u r v e y e d b a s e d t h e i r
s p i r i t u a l i t i e s o n t h e i r s e n s e o f d e p e n d e n c e o n n a t u r e a n d " f e e l i n g a
p a r t o f s o m e t h i n g g r e a t e r . " B u t C h r i s t i a n i t y w a s r e p o r t e d t o " h a v e a
n e b u l o u s r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h t h i s s p i r i t u a l i t y . " T h e 5 8 p e r c e n t w h o a g r e e d
t h a t c h u r c h t e a c h i n g s i n fl u e n c e d t h e i r l i v e s g e n e r a l l y s a i d , " I t t e a c h e s
me not to cheat my neighbor," or "We don't work on Sunday." About one
half said it teaches environmental stewardship. Many of the farmers
s u r v e y e d c r i t i c i z e d t h e c h u r c h e s s l o w n e s s i n a d d r e s s i n g e n v i r o n m e n t a l
i s s u e s a n d h e l p i n g f a r m e r s i n n e e d . ( C a t h o l i c N e w T i m e s , 8 0 S a c k v i l l e
S t . , To r o n t o , O n t . , M 5 A 3 E 5 C a n a d a )
* Barely one-third of New Zealanders believe in a personal God,
a c c o r d i n g t o t h e C h r i s t i a n C h a l l e n g e m a g a z i n e ( M a r c h ) . T h i s fi n d i n g w a s
t a k e n f r o m t h e r e c e n t b o o k , " T h e R e l i g i o u s F a c t o r i n N e w Z e a l a n d
S o c i e t y, " w r i t t e n b y r e s e a r c h e r s A l a n W e b s t e r a n d P a u l P a r r y. T h e s t u d y
r e p o r t s t h a t t h e o t h e r t w o - t h i r d s a r e e v e n l y s p l i t b e t w e e n b e l i e f i n
s o m e f o r m o f " l i f e - f o r c e " a n d o u t r i g h t a g n o s t i c s a n d u n b e l i e v e r s . F e w e r
t h a n 3 0 p e r c e n t b e l i e v e i n t h e c o n c e p t o f s i n a n d 2 5 p e r c e n t b e l i e v e i n
t h e d e v i l . T h e N e w Z e a l a n d e r s ' d i s a f f e c t i o n f r o m t h e f a i t h w a s d e s c r i b e d
b y t h e r e s e a r c h e r s a s " e x t r e m e " a c c o r d i n g t o W e s t e r n s t a n d a r d s . A
r e l a t e d s t o r y n o t e d b y t h e C h r i s t i a n C h a l l e n g e r e p o r t s t h a t t o t a l c h u r c h
a t t e n d a n c e i n A u c k l a n d o n a t y p i c a l S u n d a y i s f o u r t o fi v e p e r c e n t o f
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the population. (1215 Independence Ave., SE, Washington, DC 20003)

CHILE'S ACTIVIST CHURCH CHARTING DIFFERENT FUTURE
With the recent t rans i t ion to democracy in Chi le , the Catho l ic Church is
a l s o c h a n g i n g i t s s t r a t e g y f r o m o n e o f a c t i v i s m t o e v a n g e l i z a t i o n ,
according to the Jesuit America magazine (March 17). The church in Chile
was one of the few bases of human rights advocacy during the Pinochet
reg ime. In an in terv iew, Renato Poblete, head of the church 's largest
soc ia l ac t ion o rgan iza t ion , Hogar de Cr i s to , says tha t the "church w i l l
have to continue its social programs, but in the future emphasize
e v a n g e l i s m m o r e a n d m o r e . . . " I n t e r v i e w e r T h o m a s H . S t a h e l a d d s t h a t
"Mensaje," the Jesuit magazine known for its solitary voice in covering
human r ights dur ing the censorship of the Pinochet years "has to find a
new ro le now that there are o ther journa ls cover ing po l i t i ca l and
e c o n o m i c s u b i e c t s . "

P o b l e t e a d d s t h a t t h e t a s k o f e v a n g e l i s m i s e s p e c i a l l y p r e s s i n g i n t h e
f a c e o f P r o t e s t a n t ( m a i n l y P e n t e c o s t a l ) c h u r c h g r o w t h i n C h i l e . B u t
u n l i k e c r i t i c s w h o v i e w t h e P r o t e s t a n t p h e n o m e n o n a s a p o l i t i c a l a n d
e c o n o m i c " i n v a s i o n " f r o m t h e U . S . , s u c h a s t h e L a t i n A m e r i c a n C a t h o l i c
bishops, Poblete says, "I think that the Mormons and the Jehovah's
Witnesses really have brought a tremendous amount of money in from the
s t a t e s . B u t t h e P e n t e c o s t a l g r o u p s , a t l e a s t a s f a r a s I c a n s e e i n
Ch i le - -and I have s tud ied th is ques t ion in Ch i le - -don ' t rece ive one cen t
f r o m t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , o r f r o m t h e g o v e r n m e n t o f t h e U . S . P e o p l e s a y
s o , b u t I h a v e s e e n n o p r o o f . . . I h a v e s e e n h o w m u c h t h e P e n t e c o s t a l s
tithe, and even among poor people. They give a lot of money to support
t h e i r o w n c h u r c h e s . " ( A m e r i c a , 1 0 6 W e s t 5 6 t h S t . , N e w Yo r k , N Y 1 0 0 1 9 )

BUDDHISM BEING REFURBISHED IN SOVIET UNION
A f t e r a l o n g p e r i o d o f p e r s e c u t i o n a n d n e g l e c t . B u d d h i s m i n t h e S o v i e t
U n i o n i s b e i n g r e h a b i l i t a t e d , a c c o r d i n g t o t h e B u d d h i s t P e a c e F e l l o w s h i p
N e w s l e t t e r ( W i n t e r ) . M o s t B u d d h i s t s i n t h e U S S R a r e f o u n d i n t h e B u r y a t
Autonomous Republ ic, making up about hal f of the republ ic 's populat ion
o f 9 0 0 , 0 0 0 . D u r i n g t h e 1 9 3 0 s m o s t B u d d h i s t m o n a s t e r i e s w e r e c l o s e d b y
the gove rnmen t and many monks (o r l amas ) we re a r res ted and sen t t o l abo r
camprs-; Under glasnost and perestroika, Buddhist mo'na^Te¥^ife'^s~3rTd^^n^ 1 es
a r e r e o p e n i n g , a n d t h e r e a r e p l a n s t o p u b l i s h B u d d h i s t l i t e r a t u r e ,
a c c o r d i n g t o t h e a r t i c l e . R e c e n t l y a l a m a w a s a l l o w e d t o s p e a k o n
te lev i s i on on the env i ronmen t . Wh i l e t he re i s no l onge r o f fic ia l
o p p o s i t i o n t o B u d d h i s t a c t i v i t y , m a j o r r e s t o r a t i o n a n d f u n d i n g i s n e e d e d
to refurb ish deter iorated temples and monaster ies. One Buddhist leader
says that the "major chal lenge is to overcome the problem of t ra in ing
lamas. The future development of Buddhism here is l inked to this. . .We
hope that in the fu ture we wi l l have a center fo r t ra in ing lamas wi th in
the Soviet Union [most Buryat monks are t ra ined in Mongol ia] . " (Buddhist
P e a c e F e l l o w s h i p N e w s l e t t e r, P. O . B o x 4 6 5 0 , B e r k e l e y, O A 9 4 7 0 4 )

PRO-LIFE MOVEMENT GROWING AMONG EASTERN EUROPE'S CHRISTIANS
There appears to be g row ing an t i -abor t ion invo lvement on the par t o f ^
churches in Eastern Europe, according to reports. The West German
n e w s l e t t e r i d e a ( M a r c h 2 ) r e p o r t s t h a t a n a t i o n a l a n t i - a b o r t i o n m o v e m e n t
h a s r e c e n t l y f o r m e d f o r t h e fi r s t t i m e i n E a s t G e r m a n y. T h e
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i n t e r d e n o m i n a t i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n , k n o w n a s K A L E B , w i l l a c t a s a n
u m b r e l l a o r g a n i z a t i o n f o r C h r i s t i a n g r o u p s " w h i c h fi g h t f o r t h e s a n c t i t y
of l i fe ." According to KALEB, 1.6 mi l l ion babies have been aborted s ince
a b o r t i o n w a s l e g a l i z e d i n t h e G D R i n 1 9 7 2 . T h e m o v e m e n t a i m s t o " c o n s u l t
and help women who are in distress because of becoming pregnant...[to]
in form peop le about ' respons ib le methods o f p rac t ic ing fami ly p lann ing '
a n d t o e x p l a i n t h e p h y s i c a l a n d p s y c h o l o g i c a l c o n s e q u e n c e s o f a n
a b o r t i o n , " t h e n e w s l e t t e r a d d s .

U n t i l r e c e n t l y , t h e c o n c e p t o f " p r o - l i f e " w a s l i t t l e k n o w n i n E a s t e r n
Europe, according to Chr ist iani ty Today magazine (February 19). But
the re i s o rgan i zed p ro - l i f e g roup ac t i v i t y i n Po land and i n ce r ta in
areas o f Yugos lav ia , w i th ind iv idua l ac t iv ism in Hungary and
Czechosovakia through such organizat ions as the In ternat ional Right to
L i f e F e d e r a t i o n . M e a n w h i l e , s o c i o l o g i s t J e r r y P a n k h u r s t s a y s t h a t t h e
f a c t t h a t a b o r t i o n i s w i d e s p r e a d i n t h e S o v i e t U n i o n m a y p r o v e " f e r t i l e
g r o u n d f o r a p r o - l i f e m o v e m e n t . . . A s t h e c h u r c h b e c o m e s a g r e a t e r v o i c e
in Sov ie t soc ie ty, th is might become a major issue. " ( idea, Post fach
1820, D-6330 Wetz la r, West Germany)

EUROPE'S CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS MOVING TOWARD SECULAR IDENTITY ?
Europe's Christian Democrat may be moving away from their Christian
o r i e n t a t i o n d u r i n g c u r r e n t s h i f t s i n E u r o p e a n p o l i t i c s , a c c o r d i n g t o
B r i t a i n ' s T h e E c o n o m i s t m a g a z i n e ( M a r c h 1 7 ) . T h e C h r i s t i a n D e m o c r a t i c
pa r t i es t h roughou t Eu rope s ta r ted unde r Ch r i s t i an i nsp i ra t i on (heav i l y
i n fl u e n c e d b y C a t h o l i c s o c i a l t e a c h i n g s s t e e r i n g a m i d d l e - w a y b e t w e e n
s o c i a l i s m a n d f r e e m a r k e t c a p i t a l i s m ) , b u t r e c e n t y e a r s h a v e f o u n d t h e
m o v e m e n t d i v i d e d o n i t s r e l i g i o u s i d e n t i t y . C h r i s t i a n D e m o c r a t s h a v e
b e e n d i v i d e d b e t w e e n " i d e a l i s t s , " w h o w a n t t o p r e s e r v e t h e m o v e m e n t ' s
C h r i s t i a n b a s e t o d i s t i n g u i s h i t f r o m s e c u l a r l i b e r a l i s m a n d
conservatism [see February '87 RW for more on this segment], and
"pragmat is ts , " who downplay re l ig ious values and want a c loser a l l iance
w i t h p a r t i e s o n t h e r i g h t . T h e C h r i s t i a n D e m o c r a t i c p a r t i e s s t i l l h a v e a
s t r o n g r e l i g i o u s c o m p o n e n t . I n l a s t y e a r ' s D u t c h e l e c t i o n s , f o r
i n s t a n c e , 8 5 p e r c e n t o f C h r i s t i a n D e m o c r a t i c v o t e r s d e s c r i b e t h e m s e l v e s
as re l ig ious, as compared to 55 percent o f the Socia l is ts , 40 percent o f
L i b e r a l s a n d 2 5 p e r c e n t o f t h e D e m o c r a t s ' 6 6 p a r t y.

B u t t h e " c o n t i n u i n g t r e n d t o w a r d a m o r e s e c u l a r s o c i e t y " f a v o r s t h e
p r a g m a t i s t s , a s r e p r e s e n t e d b y t h e We s t G e r m a n C h r i s t i a n D e m o c r a t s . " T h e
t r i u m p h , o f f r e e - m a r k e t e c o n o m i c s m a k e s i t h a r d f o r C h r i s t i a n D e m o c r a t s
t o m a i n t a i n a n ' e c o n o m i c p o l i c y d i s t i n c t f r o m t h a t o f t h e c o n s e r v a t i v e s .
And the shift o£«^itrope' s left-wing parties towards the center
encourages some^Chr ist ian Democrats to take a more r ight-of-center l ine;
they have to appear different." But the article adds that "The moreChristian of Christian Democrats insist that religious inspiration could
o n c e a g a i n d r i v e * ' t h e i r m o v e m e n t . T h e y r e s t t h e i r h o p e s o n E a s t e r n
Europe, where 50 years of persecution have made the new or revived
C h r i s t i a n p o l i t i c a l g r o u p s u n a s h a m e d l y f o r t h r i g h t . " ( T h e E c o n o m i s t , 1 0
R o c k e f e l l e r P l a z a , N e w Yo r k , N Y 1 0 0 2 0 )

JAPAN'S ULTRA-RIGHTISTS' ETHNIC, RELIGIOUS DRIVE INTENSIFYING

" J a p a n ' s u l t r a r i g h t i s t s h a v e s t e p p e d u p a v i o l e n t c a m p a i g n t o r e s t o r e
t h e c o u n t r y ' s ' s p i r i t u a l a n d e t h n i c p u r i t y , ' " a c c o r d i n g t o t h e
e v a n g e l i c a l n e w s l e t t e r P u l s e ( M a r c h 9 ) . P u l s e s a y s t h a t " M a n y p o l i t i c a l
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figures and other leaders who espouse a more open Japan, and questionthe country's Shinto heritage and the role of the emperor, have been
targets of violence and intimidation this past year. Foreigners and
foreign ideas are polluting Japan, the far right groups say." The
Nat iona l po l ice agency es t imates tha t there are some 840 u l t ra r igh t is t
groups in Japan, with a combined membership of 125,000. Masaaki
Nakajima, the head of Japan's largest Protestant denomination, the
United Church of Christ, [which has been a leader in the movement of
mainline churches opposing the revival of Shintoism in the country] was
threatened because his church worked on behalf of a growing number of
Third World minorities living in Japan. The threat came in the form of
trucks surrounding Nakajima's home with loud speakers. (Pulse, P.O. Box
7 9 4 , W h e a t o n , I L 6 0 1 8 7 )

"With improvements in Eastern Europe, Nepal is fast becoming one of the
world's worst tyrants in the area of religion," says The First Freedom
(January/February), the newsletter of the Puebla Institute, a religiousfreedom organization. Since the 1970s, the world's only Hindu kingdom
has increasingly restricted freedom of religion, making conversion from
Hinduism to another religion punishable to up to six years in prison.
The newsletter reports that the cases of Christians being prosecuted for
violating the conversion ban have grown from one or two incidents in
1970 to "about 180 individuals prosecuted for religious reasons in
1 9 8 9 . "

Such an increase may be due to the Protestants' growing evangelistic
efforts, as well as the Nepali government's "perception that
Christianity corrupts the country's traditional culture and
socio-political order by rejecting the claims to deification of the king^^and other leaders." [The Nepali king is held to be the reincarnation ot
Vishnu, the Hindu god of good order and harmony] There are reports of
government-1ed church closings and job discrimination against
Chr i s t i ans . Wh i l e Chr i s t i ans (espec ia l l y P ro tes tan tsJ have su f fe red the
most persecution in Nepal, Tibetan Buddhists have also experienced
repression. But in the face of the government's repressive tactics.
C h r i s t i a n s " co n t i n u e t o w o rsh i p , e ve n t o t r a n sm i t t h e i r r e l i g i o n t o
o the rs . " The news le t t e r conc ludes t ha t "Pa r t l y due to i t s i so la t i on i n
the world, and part ly due to del iberate at tempts by the government to
mask its repression of Christians and political dissidents, Nepal has
largely succeeded in avoiding international scrutiny." (The First
F r e e d o m , 1 0 3 0 F i f t e e n t h S t . , N W, S u i t e 3 0 0 ,

NEPAL INCREASINGLY VIOLATING RELIGIOUS FREEDOM
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