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N e w A g e a n d E a s t e r n r e l i g i o u s c o n c e p t s a r e i n c r e a s i n g l y b e i n g a d a p t e d t o
n e w f o r m s o f t e c h n o l o g y t h a t a r e s a i d t o a l t e r c o n s c i o u s n e s s . T h e n e w
m e e t i n g o f t e c h n o l o g y a n d m y s t i c i s m c a n b e f o u n d i n t h e n u m e r o u s " b r a i n
m a c h i n e s " w h i c h a r e b e c o m i n g a c c e s s a b l e t o t h e p u b l i c , t h e c o m p u t e r
b r e a k t h r o u g h k n o w n a s c y p e r s p a c e o r " v i r t u a l r e a l i t y " [ b r i e fl y m e n t i o n e d
i n t h e M a r c h / A p r i l s u p p l e m e n t ] , a n d e s p e c i a l l y i n t h e w o r k o f R o b e r t
A n t o n W i l s o n , a C a l i f o r n i a - b a s e d f u t u r o l o g i s t a n d s c i e n c e fi c t i o n
w r i t e r . W h i l e t h e b r a i n m a c h i n e s a n d v i r t u a l r e a l i t y w o r k o n d i f f e r e n t
c o n c e p t s , t h e y b o t h " s e r v e a s a i d s t o m e d i t a t i o n a n d h i g h e r
c o n s c i o u s n e s s . . . T h e y ' r e s i m i l a r t o p s y c h e d e l i c s b u t i n d u c e d i f f e r e n t
s t a t e s , " W i l s o n r e c e n t l y t o l d R E L I G I O N W A T C H . H e s a y s t h a t t h e fl e d g l i n g
m o v e m e n t c o m b i n i n g t e c h n o l o g y a n d m y s t i c i s m c o u l d b e p l a c e d " i n t h e
s c i e n t i fi c w i n g o f t h e N e w A g e m o v e m e n t . "

O n e b r a i n m a c h i n e r e v i e w e d i n W i l s o n ' s q u a r t e r l y n e w s l e t t e r T r a . i e c t o r i e s
( S u m m e r ' 8 9 ) i s t h e P e r s i n g e r H e l m e t , w h i c h s e n d s o u t e l e c t r o m a g n e t i c
w a v e s t o t h e b r a i n c r e a t i n g s u c h p a r a n o r m a l a n d m y s t i c a l p e r c e p t i o n s a s
o u t - o f - t h e b o d y a n d U F O e x p e r i e n c e s . O t h e r d e v i c e s , m a r k e t e d b y s u c h
c o m p a n i e s a s t h e F a i r f a x , C a l i f . - b a s e d I n n e r T e c h n o l o g i e s , i n c l u d e t h e
A l p h a - P a c e r a n d I n n e r Q u e s t a n d a p p e a r t o o p e r a t e o n p r i n c i p l e s s i m i l a r
t o b i o - f e e d b a c k , w h i c h a r e s a i d t o e f f e c t r e l a x e d a n d m e d i t a t i v e s t a t e s
i n a p e r s o n . T h e n e w e r d e v e l o p m e n t o f v i r t u a l r e a l i t y , m u c h o f i t s t i l l
i n a n e x p e r i m e n t a l p h a s e , e n a b l e s u s e r s t o c r e a t e a n d p a r t i c i p a t e i n
t h e i r o w n " w o r l d s " t h r o u g h c o m p u t e r t e c h n o l o g y . W i t h t h e h e l p o f
c o m p u t e r s o f t w a r e a n d h a r d w a r e - - u s u a l l y i n t h e f o r m o f a h e l m e t a n d a
g l o v e - - p e o p l e c a n f e e l t h e y a r e e x p e r i e n c i n g a n y t h i n g f r o m o u t e r s p a c e
t o C h a r l e s D i c k e r ' s L o n d o n . F r o m h i s e x p e r i e n c e w i t h v i r t u a l r e a l i t y
d u r i n g a r e c e n t N e w Y o r k c o n f e r e n c e p r e s e n t a t i o n ( w i t h L S D p i o n e e r
T i m o t h y L e a r y ) , W i l s o n s e e s a n " u l t i m a t e " u s e f o r t h e t e c h n o l o g y b e y o n d
t h a t o f g a m e s , ( a l r e a d y o n t h e m a r k e t ) , e d u c a t i o n a n d c o m m u n i c a t i o n - -
n a m e l y t h a t o f m y s t i c i s m o r " Te c h n o - Z e n . "

T h e m y s t i c a l u s e s o f b r a i n m a c h i n e s a n d v i r t u a l r e a l i t y a l s o h e l p
e x p l a i n a n i m p o r t a n t p a r t o f W i l s o n ' s p h i l o s o p h y : t h e c o n c e p t t h a t
p e o p l e c r e a t e m u c h o f t h e i r o w n " r e a l i t i e s . " W i l s o n w r i t e s i n t h e
c u r r e n t i s s u e o f T r a . i e c t o r i e s ( S p r i n g ) t h a t m o d e r n n e u r o s c i e n c e s h a v e
d i s c o v e r e d t h a t m u c h o f e v e r y d a y r e a l i t y e m e r g e s f r o m " r a n d o m s i g n a l s "
t h a t o u r b r a i n s o r g a n i z e i n t o v a r i o u s p a t t e r n s . T h u s , t h e n e w
t e c h n o l o g i e s - - e s p e c i a l l y v i r t u a l r e a l i t y - - h e l p p e o p l e b e c o m e " a w a r e o f
o u r s e l v e s a s c o - c r e a t o r s o f o u r ' r e a l i t y . ' " H e a d d s t h a t v i r t u a l r e a l i t y
t e a c h e s t h e s a m e l e s s o n s a s L S D , Z e n a n d y o g a - - " t h a t a n y V i r t u a l
R e a l i t y , i n c l u d i n g C o n s e n s u s [ o r e v e r y d a y ] R e a l i t y , c o n t a i n s e l e m e n t s .
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such technology "we enter the ^detatchment from fixed ideas that both
Buddhism and science have always sought. And the wonderful thing about
this technology lies in the fact that it hasn't come from a non-white
culture, and not even the most dogmatic Fundamentalists [Protestant or
M a t e r i a l i s t ] c a n s e r i o u s l y c a l l i t " b r a i n w a s h i n g . a s t h i s t e c h n o l o g y _
invades computer games, entertainment, education, etc., the Zen n
detatchment from condit ioned perception and condit ioned dogma wi l l
b e c o m e a v a i l a b l e t o m i l l i o n s . . . " ( T r a j e c t o r i e s , T h e P e r m a n e n t P r e s s ,
P.O. Box 700305, San Jose, CA 95170)

ANT I-SATAN I ST MOVEMENT MORE OF A REALITY THAN SATAN I ST CRIME?
W i t h a g r o w i n g n u m b e r o f c r i m e s r e p o r t e d t o b e i n fl u e n c e d b y S a t a n i s m
d u r i n g r e c e n t y e a r s [ s e e N o v e m b e r ' 8 8 R W ] , a b u r g e o n i n g a n t i - S a t a n i s t
m o v e m e n t h a s e m e r g e d t h a t i s a l s o c a u s i n g c o n t r o v e r s y . I n a t w o - p a r t
a r t i c l e , t h e S k e p t i c a l i n q u i r e r ( S p r i n g a n d S u m m e r i s s u e s ) , a
p u b l i c a t i o n c r i t i c a l o f s u p e r n a t u r a l a n d p a r a n o r m a l p h e n o m e n o n , c l a i m s
t h a t w h i l e a n o r g a n i z e d S a t a n i c c r i m e " m o v e m e n t " m a y b e n o n - e x i s t e n t ,
t h e a n t i - S a t a n i s t m o v e m e n t c o n t i n u e s t o p i c k u p s t r e n g t h , w i t h l a w
e n f o r c e r s a s s u m i n g t h e r o l e o f " r e l i g i o u s p o l e m e c i s t s . " R o b e r t D . H i c k s
w r i t e s t h a t " c u l t c r i m e " h a s " b e c o m e a t r e n d y t o p i c o n t h e p o l i c e
s e m i n a r c i r c u i t . " H i c k s , a l a w e n f o r c e m e n t s p e c i a l i s t i n V i r g i n a w h o
g r a d u a l l y b e c a m e s k e p t i c a l a n d t h e n " a l a r m e d " o v e r t h e e r r o r s i n t h e
p o l i c e m o d e l o f c u l t c r i m e , a d d s t h a t " f u n d a m e n t a l i s t C h r i s t i a n i t y "
d r i v e s t h e o c c u l t - c r i m e m o d e l e s p o u s e d b y p o l i c e s e m i n a r s . " T h e y e m p l o y
f u n d a m e n t a l i s t r h e t o r i c , d i s t r i b u t e l i t e r a t u r e t h a t e m a n a t e s f r o m
f u n d a m e n t a l i s t a u t h o r i t i e s . . . a n d t h e y s o m e t i m e s t e a m u p w i t h c l e r g y t o
g i v e s e m i n a r s o n S a t a n i s m . T h e m o s t n o t a b l e c i r c u l a r a m o n g c u l t - c r i m e
i n v e s t i g a t o r s , " F i l e 1 8 N e w s l e t t e r , ' f o l l o w s a C h r i s t i a n w o r l d v i e w . "
M a n y a p p e a r t o h o l d t o t h e n e w s l e t t e r ' s v i e w t h a t a S a t a n i c n e t w o r k
"ex is ts in a l l s t ra ta o f soc ie ty and main ta ins ex t reme secrecy to shrouc
i t s p r o g r a m o f m u r d e r . "

O f t e n m i s s i n g i n t h e s e c u l t s e m i n a r s i s t h e " v o i c e o f n o n - t r a d i t i o n a l
be l i e f " ou t s i de o f conse rva t i ve Ch r i s t i an i t y ; i n f ac t g roups such as t he
Neopagans and Wicca a re o f ten wrong ly v iewed as an ex tended fam i l y o f
t h e S a t a n i s t s , a c c o r d i n g t o H i c k s . T h e s e m i n a r s a l s o d i s t o r t o c c u l t
teachings, such as those of Aleister Crowley and Anton LaVey, to make
them appear as forerunners of contemporary Satanism. Often the Seminars'
ev idence of Satanis t - led cr imes consis t o f newspaper repor ts f rom
s e c o n d - h a n d s o u r c e s ( m a i n l y c i t i n g t h e v i e w s o f l i k e - m i n d e d c r i m e
e n f o r c e r s ) a n d t h e t e s t i m o n i e s o f " c u l t s u r v i v o r s . " T h e s e s u r v i v o r s
often relate the abuse they experienced as children to Satanic rituals,
b u t t h e y h a v e y e t t o p r o d u c e " p h y s i c a l e v i d e n c e " f o r s u c h a c o n n e c t i o n .
M o r e o f t e n t h e s e s u r v i v o r s h a v e M u l t i p l e P e r s o n a l i t y D i s o r d e r s o r h a v e
borrowed Satanic symbols f rom popular cu l ture to represent thei r fears
from an abused childhood, usually under the guidance of
psychotherapis ts . Hicks wr i tes. The model o f today 's cu l t -cr imes emerged
from a "remarkable myth-making network of therapists, pat ients and
i n v e s t i g a t o r s b l e n d i n g t o g e t h e r r s p e c i fi c i d i o s y n c r a t i c d a t a i n t o
o n e . . . g r i d . . . [ w i t h ] t h e w h o l e t h i n g s u s t a i n e d b y d e e p l y h e l d r e l i g i o u s
b e l i e f , " s a y s o n e s t u d y H i c k s c i t e s . H e c o n c l u d e s t h a t t h e n e w s o f
"Satanic doings" is a legend created to "tell a story of the dissipation
o f va lues mos t Amer i cans desc r ibe as " t rad i t i ona l . " ' (Skep t i ca l
I n q u i r e r , B o x 2 2 9 , B u f f a l o , N Y 1 4 2 1 5 )

- 2 -



MAINLINE PROTESTANTISM DECLINING IN INNER-CITIES, REVIVING DOWNTOWN
^^i^Mainline Protestants are finding a "growing irrelevance" in American' ^inner cities, according to the New York Times (May 31). Chris. Hedges

w r i t e s t h a t t h e " p r o g r a m s t h a t t h e c h u r c h e s b e g a n t w o o r t h r e e d e c a d e s
ago have fizzled out for lack of funds and support. These programs,
w h i l e o f t e n p r o v i d i n g n e e d e d s e r v i c e s , h a v e f r e q u e n t l y h a d t r o u b l e
d raw ing new church members f rom minor i t y ne ighborhoods . And mos t
sem ina ry s tuden ts who 20 yea rs ago saw u rban m in i s t r y as one o f t he
churches* more exalted missions, now turn away from the struggling
c o n g r e g a t i o n s t h a t c a n b a r e l y o f f e r t h e m a l i v i n g w a g e . " A n i m p o r t a n t
f a c t o r i n s u c h d i s i n t e r e s t i s t h a t t o d a y ' s s t u d e n t s a r e o l d e r — t h e i r
m e d i a n a g e i s i n t h e e a r l y 3 0 s - - a n d h a v e f a m i l i e s t h a t t h e y w o u l d w a n t
t o p r o t e c t f r o m t h e fi n a n c i a l a n d p e r s o n a l r i s k s o f i n n e r c i t y w o r k . N e w
Yo r k ' s U n i o n T h e o l o g i c a l S e m i n a r y, t h e n a t i o n ' s l e a d i n g m a i n l i n e
d i v i n i t y s c h o o l f o r u r b a n m i n i s t r y , f o u n d i n a r e c e n t s u r v e y o f i t s 1 9 8 9
g r a d u a t e s t h a t 3 4 o f a t o t a l o f 6 2 w e n t o n t o b e o r d a i n e d , a n d t h a t o f
the 34 who entered parish work, 15 chose inner ci ty ministry. In 1965,
Union 's c lass o f 48 min is ter ia l s tudents sent 38 in to congregat ions and
2 7 i n t o i n n e r c i t i e s .

" U r b a n m i n i s t r y p r o f e s s o r s s a y t h a t m a n y o f t h e m i n i s t e r s w h o e n t e r
congregat iona l work in poor sec t ions o f c i t ies leave a f te r a few years , "
Hedges adds. Often there is a culture clash between today's mainl ine
ministers and inner ci ty church members. "An increasing number [of inner
city ministers] are women and gay men. Most have been influenced by
liberation theology," Hedges reports. Most inner-city church members, on
t h e o t h e r h a n d , fi n d m o r e r e l e v a n c e i n t h e e m o t i o n a l s e r v i c e s o f
i n d i g e n o u s P e n t e c o s t a l a n d c h a r i s m a t i c s e r v i c e s . S a y s o n e b l a c k m a i n l i n e
min is ter, " . . .b lack fo lks don ' t want to go to a miss ion every Sunday
w h e r e t h e y p i c k u p f o o d s t a m p s a n d s u r p l u s c h e e s e . B l a c k f o l k s w a n t t o
know that their church is a place where they can meet Jesus. They don't
w a n t t o g o t o c h u r c h t o b e h e l p e d b y w h i t e f o l k s . "

B u t m a i n l i n e P r o t e s t a n t i s m a p p e a r s t o b e d o i n g b e t t e r o u t s i d e o f t h e
p o o r e r i n n e r - c i t i e s i n t h e o l d e r a n d o f t e n r e v i v e d d o w n t o w n u r b a n a r e a s .
L a s t J u n e R W r e p o r t e d o n r e v e r s a l s o f l o n g - t i m e m e m b e r s h i p l o s s e s i n t h e
o l d d o w n t o w n " F i r s t C h u r c h e s " o f t h e m a i n l i n e U n i t e d C h u r c h o f C h r i s t
( U C C ) i n s e v e r a l U . S . c i t i e s . S u c h a r e v e r s a l m a y b e t a k i n g p l a c e i n
o t h e r m a i n l i n e b o d i e s a s w e l l . T h e S u n d a v O r e g o n i a n n e w s p a p e r ( A p r i l
1 5 ) , r e p o r t s t h a t t h e " O l d F i r s t " c h u r c h e s [ t h e y a r e c a l l e d " F i r s t "
b e c a u s e t h e y w e r e t h e fi r s t c o n g r e g a t i o n s o f t h e i r d e n o m i n a t i o n s t o b e
e s t a b l i s h e d i n a c i t y ] o f s e v e r a l m a i n l i n e d e n o m i n a t i o n s i n d o w n t o w n
P o r t l a n d , O r e g o n a r e " u n d e r g o i n g r e v i v a l . . . r e p o r t i n g n e w g r o w t h - - n e w
f a m i l i e s , n e w m i s s i o n s , n e w p u r p o s e . " T h e s e F i r s t c h u r c h e s t h a t w e r e
" o n c e a t t h e h e a r t o f t h e c i t y a n d h e l p e d f o r m i t s e t h i c a l a n d m o r a l
c o r e , " p e a k e d i n t h e 1 9 5 0 s a n d w e n t i n t o d e c l i n e u n t i l r e c e n t l y. O n e
r e a s o n f o r t h e u p t u r n i n P o r t l a n d i s t h a t t h e s e c h u r c h e s h a v e r e -
e m p h a s i z e d c o m m u n i t y i n v o l v e m e n t - - a s i n w o r k i n g f o r l o w - i n c o m e h o u s i n g ,
f o r i n s t a n c e - - w h i l e a l s o p a y i n g m o r e a t t e n t i o n t o a d u l t e d u c a t i o n , s u c h
a s t h r o u g h e s t a b l i s h i n g s m a l l d i s c u s s i o n g r o u p s . T h e c i t y ' s F i r s t
P r e s b y t e r i a n C h u r c h , f o r i n s t a n c e , h a d a n a v e r a g e m e m b e r a g e o f 6 8 i n
1 9 8 5 ; t o d a y i t i s d r a w i n g m a n y i n t h e i r 3 0 s . T o m a k e t h e i r v o i c e s h e a r d
o n s o c i a l i s s u e s t h e s e u r b a n c o n g r e g a t i o n s a r e f o r m i n g a n e w
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" A s s o c i a t i o n o f D o w n t o w n C h u r c h e s . " [ S i n c e O r e g o n a n d t h e r e s t o f t h e
W e s t C o a s t a r e o f t e n v i e w e d a s " t r e n d - s e t t e r " s t a t e s b y s o c i a l
f o r e c a s t e r s , t h e r e m a y w e l l b e f u t u r e m a i n l i n e g r o w t h i n d o w n t o w n a r e a s
i n o t h e r p a r t s o f t h e U . S . ]

CHRISTIAN BOOK PUBLISHERS MOVING TOWARD THE SECULAR
C h r i s t i a n b o o k p u b l i s h e r s a r e i n c r e a s i n g l y " c r o s s i n g o v e r " i n t o t h e
s e c u l a r b o o k m a r k e t a s t h e y d e a l w i t h c a n d i d v i e w s o n c o n t e m p o r a r y
i s s u e s , a c c o r d i n g t o t h e W e s t C o a s t R e v i e w o f B o o k s ( V o l . 1 5 , N o . 3 ) .
T h e p r a c t i c e o f C h r i s t i a n p u b l i s h e r s i s s u i n g m a i n l y s p i r i t u a l a n d
t h e o l o g i c a l b o o k s t i t l e s t h r o u g h C h r i s t i a n b o o k s t o r e s i s g i v i n g w a y t o
t h e i r p u b l i s h i n g b o o k s o f a m o r e p r a g m a t i c , " d o w n - t o e a r t h " v a r i e t y o n a
w i d e r a n g e o f s o c i a l i s s u e s t h a t a r e fi n d i n g a w e l c o m e i n s e c u l a r
o u t l e t s . I n s u r v e y i n g t h e r e c e n t o f f e r i n g s o f t h e l a r g e r C h r i s t i a n
p u b l i s h e r s [ m o s t l y e v a n g e l i c a l s ] , s u c h a s Ty n d a l e H o u s e , M o o d y P r e s s a n d
B e t h a n y H o u s e , w r i t e r D . D a v i d D r i e s n o t e s t h a t m a n y b o o k s a r e b r a n c h i n g
o u t i n n e w d i r e c t i o n s , f r o m fi c t i o n a n d p o l i t i c a l i s s u e s t o w e l l - b e i n g
a n d h e a l t h - o r i e n t e d t o p i c s . B o o k s o n t r o u b l e d a r e a s o f f a m i l y l i f e ,
s u c h a s t e e n a g e s u i c i d e a n d s e x u a l a b u s e , f o r i n s t a n c e , a r e a l s o
i n c r e a s i n g l y c o m m o n . O n e s u c c e s s f u l c r o s s - o v e r b o o k i s I n t e r v a r s i t y
P r e s s * " B e i r u t D i a r y . " T h e b o o k , w h i c h i s s a i d t o c a r r y a C h r i s t i a n
m e s s a g e w i t h o u t u s i n g m u c h C h r i s t i a n t e r m i n o l o g y, w a s p l a c e d o n ' ' C u r r e n t
A f f a i r s " s h e l v e s i n s e c u l a r s t o r e s .

T h e n e w a p p r o a c h c a n a l s o b e s e e n i n t h e g r o w i n g t e n d e n c y o f C h r i s t i a n
b o o k s t o c r i t i c i z e o t h e r C h r i s t i a n s , a p r a c t i c e m a n y o f t h e s e p u b l i s h e r s
f o r m e r l y d i s c o u r a g e d — a t l e a s t u n t i l t h e t e l e v a n g e l i s t s c a n d a l s .
" P u b l i s h e r s a r e n o w b e c o m i n g o p e n l y c r i t i c a l o f t h e i r b r e t h r e n i n t h e
r a n k s , " D r i e s w r i t e s . O n e e x a m p l e o f t h i s i s t h e r e c e n t b o o k , " T u r n i n g
H e a r t s To w a r d H o m e , " b y R o l f Z e t t e r s t e n w h i c h i s a " h a r s h l y c r i t i c a l "
assessmen t o f D r. James Dobson , a ma jo r name i n t he evange l i ca l wo r l d
a n d b e s t s e l l i n g a u t h o r o n C h r i s t i a n f a m i l y b o o k s . T h e C a t h o l c m a r k e t i s
a l s o f e e l i n g t h e i m p a c t o f c r o s s o v e r b o o k s i n t e r e s t . S u c h C a t h o l i c
p u b l i s h e r s a s O u r S u n d a y V i s i t o r a n d t h e c o n s e r v a t i v e I g n a t i u s P r e s s
[best known for i ts controversial book, "The Great AIDS Coverup"] are
publ ish ing more genera l in terest works that are finding a p lace on
s e c u l a r s t o r e s h e l v e s . T h e m a i n r e a s o n f o r t h e c h a n g e a m o n g C h r i s t i a n
b o o k s e l l e r s i s g r e a t e r c o n c e r n f o r p r o fi t a b i l i t y, " . . . t h e y ' v e b e e n
preach ing th is ph i losophy for years , but i t seems that on ly recent ly has
t h e i n f o r m a t i o n b e c o m e g o s p e l . " ( We s t C o a s t R e v i e w o f B o o k s , 5 6 2 5
F o u n t a i n Av e . , U p p e r Te r r a c e , H o l l y w o o d , C A 9 0 0 2 9 )

CAMPUS CHAPLAINCIES GAINING GREATER SOCIAL ROLE IN UNIVERSITIES
C a m p u s c h a p l a i n s a n d c h a p l a i n c i e s a r e b e c o m i n g n e w l y s i g n i fi c a n t t o
u n i v e r s i t i e s , a c c o r d i n g t o C o n t e x t ( J u n e 1 ) , a n e w s l e t t e r o n t h e
i n te rac t i on o f r e l i g i on w i t h cu l t u re . "Campus re l i g i ous l eade rs a re
e m e r g i n g a s m e d i a t o r s i n m a n y o f t h e c o n t r o v e r s i e s t h a t t r o u b l e c o l l e g e s
and un ivers i t i es . Bo th s tuden ts and admin is t ra to rs a re tu rn ing to
them. . . I n an age o f d i ve rs i t y and mu1 t i - cu1 tu ra l i sm, t he re l i g i ous
communi t ies are provid ing a sense of in t imacy and cont inui ty that
univers i t ies are los ing," says Rabbi Michael Paley of Columbia
U n i v e r s i t y . T h e a r t i c l e , o r i g i n a l l l y p u b l i s h e d i n t h e C h r o n i c l e o f
H igher Educat ion, says that s tudents and admin is t ra tors are espec ia l ly
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tu rn ing to [apparent ly main l ine Pro tes tant ] chap la ins on such issues as
racism and homophobia. George W. Jones of Indiana's Ball State
Un ive rs i t y says , "Peop le in re l i g ious a f fa i r s have been ta l k ing abou t
plural ism for 25 years. At one point, I was just kind of doing my own
thing on the side. Now I'm looked to as the lead person to help the
universi ty address these issues." (Context , 205 W. Monroe St. , Chicago,
I L 6 0 6 0 6 )

NEW STAGE OF POLITICIAN-CHURCH CONFRONTATION ON ABORTION?
R e c e n t e v e n t s s h o w t h a t t h e c o n fl i c t o v e r a b o r t i o n b e t w e e n A m e r i c a n
Cathol ic pol i t ic ians and church leaders has reached a new level of
tens ion, accord ing to the Nat ional Cathol ic Repor ter (June 15) . Recent
s igns of mount ing pressure on publ ic figures who support pro-
cho ice po l ic ies inc lude: The recent excommunicat ion o f the d i rec tor o f
a n a b o r t i o n c l i n i c i n C o r p u s C h r i s t i , Te x a s ; N e w J e r s e y G o v e r n o r J a m e s
F l o r i o r e s i g n i n g f r o m t h e K n i g h t s o f C o l u m b u s a f t e r t h e C a t h o l i c
f r a t e r n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n i n t h a t s t a t e d i s c o u r a g e d p r o v i d i n g a p u b l i c
f o r u m a n d h o n o r s f o r p r o - c h o i c e r s ; o t h e r b r a n c h e s o f t h e K n i g h t s
d e b a t i n g t h e p r a c t i c e o f o u s t i n g p r o - c h o i c e p o l i t i c a n s , i n c l u d i n g
Sena to r Edward Kennedy and New York Governor Mar io Cuomo; influen t ia l
C a r d i n a l J o h n J . O ' C o n n o r o f N e w Y o r k s t a t i n g t h a t e x c o m m u n i c a t i o n s f o r
po l i t i c ians d issen t ing on the church 's pos i t i on on abor t ion shou ld be
c o n s i d e r e d - T h e p a p e r c i t e s C h r i s t i o p h e r K a u f f m a n , e d i t o r o f t h e U . S .
C a t h o l i c H i s t o r i a n , w h o e q u a t e s t h e i n t e n s i t y o f t o d a y ' s p u b l i c b a t t l e s
a b o u t t h e o b l i g a t i o n s o f a C a t h o l i c p o l i t i c i a n r e g a r d i n g a b o r t i o n l a w
w i th t he 1962 dec i s i on by a New Or leans A rchb i shop to excommun ica te a
wh i te supremac is t dur ing the c iv i l r igh ts movement . (Nat iona l Catho l i c

^ Reporter, P.O. Box 419281, Kansas City, MO 64141)
CONSERVATIVES STILL A GROWTH FACTOR IN SBC?
In the May RW summary of a Wall Street Journal article, it was reported
t h a t t h e S o u t h e r n B a p t i s t C o n v e n t i o n ' s l o s s o f m o m e n t u m i n m e m b e r s h i p
a n d fi n a n c i a l s u p p o r t c a n b e a t t r i b u t e d t o t h e i n fi g h t i n g b e t w e e n
f u n d a m e n t a l i s t a n d m o d e r a t e f a c t i o n s a n d t o t h e d e n o m i n a t i o n ' s t a k e o v e r
by the former [the strength of such a takeover was again demonstrated at
t h e J u n e C o n v e n t i o n o f S o u t h e r n B a p t i s t s w h e r e m o d e r a t e s w e r e d e f e a t e d
fo r t he 12 th t ime ] . Bu t i n a c r i t i que o f t he Wa l l S t ree t Jou rna l a r t i c l e
f e a t u r e d i n C h r i s t i a n N e w s ( J u n e 4 ) , j o u r n a l i s t J a m e s H e fl e y w r i t e s t h a t
any slowdown in growth in the SBC is more the fault of the moderates
t h a n t h e f u n d a m e n t a l i s t s ( H e fl e y p r e f e r s " c o n s e r v a t i v e " a s t h e l e s s
b i a s e d l a b e l ) . H e fl e y w r i t e s t h a t t h e a r t i c l e t e n d s t o f a v o r t h e
m o d e r a t e c a u s e a n d f a i l s t o " n o t e t h e a b y s m a l r e c o r d o f l e a d i n g
m o d e r a t e s i n e v a n g e l i s m , i n c o m p a r i s o n t o t h a t o f c o n s e r v a t i v e s . I
compared the bapt ismal records of s ix leading churches in Louisv i l le ,
t h r e e l e d b y m o d e r a t e p a s t o r s a n d t h r e e b y c o n s e r v a t i v e p a s t o r s , o v e r a
10-year per iod, the conservat ive churches bapt ized over ten t imes
(4,031) as many new converts as did the moderates (368)...Take away the
growth that has continued in the conservative churches, and the SBC
wou ld be in much worse shape. " (Chr is t ian News, P.O. Box 168 , New Haven,
M O 6 3 0 6 8 )
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SOVIET JEWISH IMMIGRATION" HOW PEACEFUL FOR ISRAEL?
As large numbers of Soviet Jewish immigrants are arriving in Israel,
o b s e r v e r s a n d c r i t i c s a r e fi n d i n g t h a t r e l i g i o n o r t h e l a c k o f
may be a key factor in determining their views on the conflicts in theMiddle East, according to the Washington Report on Middle East Affairs
(June), a magazine that takes a "pro-Palestinian" editorial slant. The
publication cites Mikhail Agursky of Hebrew University's Center for
Soviet and East European Research as saying that the Soviet Jewish
iironigrants to Israel can be a positive factor for Israeli-fostered peace
moves because they are "religiously non-practicing." Agursky views the
newcomers as unindoct inated in the r ight-wing Zionist arguments for
I s rae l ' s " t e r r i t o r i a l expans ion and e thn i c rep ress ion . " Hence he
considers them unl ikely to be lured into the embrace of such r ight wing
and u l t ra -Or thodox po l i t i ca l par t ies as Agudath Is rae l , Kach and Teh iya ,
w h i c h m a i n t a i n h a r d - l i n e p o s i t i o n s a g a i n s t I s r a e l - P a l e s t i n i a n
n e g o t i a t i o n s .

But the Jewish left-wing New Israel Fund (NIP) views the Soviet Jewish
emigration with more concern. The group's fear is that the ultra-
Or thodox Shas Par ty ' s con t ro l o f the government ' s M in is t r ies o f In te r io r
and Absorption will determine whether the new immigrant children will go
to "secular, religious or ultra-Orthodox schools." With Shas having such
power of assignment, NIP questions what the assignees' religious outlook
w i l l b e " a f t e r a y e a r o f c o n d i t i o n i n g . " I t i s a d d e d t h a t t h a t t h e
immigrants "may very wel l impor t cer ta in Soviet -generated pre jud ices
w h i c h w i l l h a n d i c a p t h e i r a d j u s t m e n t t o i n t e r - r e l i g i o u s r e a l i t i e s i n t h e
Middle East; Musl im-bashing has character ized much Soviet coverage of
the invasion of Afganistan and the ant i -Communist upr is ings in Centra l
A s i a . " ( Wa s h i n g t o n R e p o r t o n M i d d l e E a s t A f f a i r s , P. O . B o x 5 3 0 6 2 ,
Washington, DC 20009)

NEW STRAINS IN SOCIAL JUSTICE WORK OF WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES?
The p redom inan t l y l e f t i s t soc i a l ac t i v i s t t h rus t o f t he Wor l d Counc i l o f
Churches may be weaken ing because o f the changes coming out o f Eas tern
Europe and the Soviet Union, writes Ronald J. Sider in the ESA Advocate
(May ) , t he news le t te r o f t he l i be ra l Evange l i ca l s f o r Soc ia l Ac t i on .
S i d e r a t t e n d e d t h e c o u n c i l ' s r e c e n t c o n f e r e n c e o n " J u s t i c e , P e a c e a n d
the In tegr i t y o f Crea t ion , " ( the theme o f the WCC's soc ia l j us t i ce
program) in Seoul, Korea and found that "a major coalit ion in the WCC is
s u d d e n l y c r u m b l i n g . A s l o n g a s v i c i o u s t o t a l i t a r i a n i s m m a k e i t v e r y
dangerous fo r Chr is t ians in the communis t b loc to c r i t ique the i r
soc ie t ies . Chr is t ians f rom the second wor ld [cor ranunis t count r ies ] o f ten
f a i l e d t o c r i t i c i z e t h e i r o w n s o c i e t i e s w h i l e j o i n i n g i n t h e
d e n u n c i a t i o n o f m a r k e t e c o n o m i e s . J u s t i c e a c t i v i s t s f r o m d e v e l o p e d
c o u n t r i e s w e r e o f t e n m o r e v o c a l a b o u t j u s t i c e t h a n f r e e d o m . "

S u c h c h u r c h l e a d e r s f o u n d a l fi e s w i t h " T h i r d - w o r l d s p o k e s p e r s o n s w h o
found i t conven ient to p lay on Nor thern gu i l t (some jus t ified, some not )
a n d l a r g e l y o v e r l o o k t h e c o n t r i b u t i o n o f c u l t u r a l f a c t o r s . . . i n c r e a t i n g
t h i r d - w o r l d p o v e r t y. T h e r e s u l t w a s a o n e s i d e d a t t a c k o n m a r k e t
e c o n o m i e s a n d n e a r s i l e n c e o n t h e e v i l s o f t h e E a s t e r n b l o c . . . N o w t h e
c o a l i t i o n h a s c o l l a p s e d . A t S e o u l , i t w a s t h e S o v i e t s a n d E a s t E u r o p e a n ^
who da red t o speak mos t open l y ( and un fo r t una te l y t oo unc r i t i ca l l y ) ' ^
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about the advan tages o f a marke t economy. And the Eas t Europeans
a p p e a r e d m o r e d e l i g h t e d w i t h t h e i r d e m o c r a t i c r e v o l u t i o n t h a n o t h e r s a t
t h e c o n v o c a t i o n . T h i r d - w o r l d l e a d e r s n o w f e a r t h a t e v e r y o n e m a y
u n c r i t i c a l l y a c c e p t a t r i u m p h a l i s t i c c a p i t a l i s m t h a t w i l l r i d e
r o u g h s h o d o v e r t h e p o o r o f t h e e a r t h . " ( E S A A d v o c a t e , 1 0 L a n c a s t e r Av e . ,
P h i l a d e l p h i a , PA 1 9 1 5 1 )

FEW CHANGES FOR LIBERATION THEOLOGY AFTER EASTERN EUROPE'S REVOLUTIONS?
H o w h a v e t h e l i b e r a t i o n t h e o l o g i a n s a n d o t h e r t h e o l o g i a n s w h o h a v e u s e d
M a r x i s t - s o c i a l i s t t h o u g h t v i e w e d t h e c o l l a p s e o f c o m m u n i s t g o v e r n m e n t s
i n r e c e n t m o n t h s ? A c c o r d i n g t o L e o n a r d o B o f f , a l e a d i n g B r a z i l i a n
C a t h o l i c l i b e r a t i o n t h e o l o g i a n , t h e r e c e n t e v e n t s h a v e b e e n a
v i n d i c a t i o n o f " d e m o c r a t i c s o c i a l i s m , " r e p o r t s t h e l i b e r a l N a t i o n a l
C a t h o l i c R e p o r t e r ( J u n e 1 5 ) . B o f f w a s r e c e n t l y i n E a s t G e r m a n y a n d f o u n d
f e w p r o p o n e n t s o f s o c i a l i s m e x c e p t t h e o l d g u a r d a n d h e c o n c l u d e s t h a t
" s o c i a l i s m i s l i v i n g t h r o u g h i t s G o o d F r i d a y , a p a i n f u l p u r i f y i n g
e x p e r i e n c e . B u t i t w i l l k n o w a r e s u r r e c t i o n . " B o f f s a y s t h a t w h i l e
" p a t r i a r c h a l s o c i a l i s m , " m a r k e d b y a u t h o r i t a r i a n i s m a n d b u r e a u c r a c y, h a s
f a i l e d , h e p i n s h i s h o p e s o n a " t r u l y d e m o c r a t i c s o c i a l i s m , w e l l i n g u p
f r o m b e l o w . . . " H e a d d s t h a t " t h e u s e o f M a r x i s t c a t e g o r i e s h a s b e e n a n d
c o n t i n u e s t o b e u s e f u l t o h e l p t h e o p p r e s s e d u n d e r s t a n d t h e c a u s e s o f
t h e i r o p p r e s s i o n . . . [ L i b e r a t i o n t h e o l o g y ] i s n o t c o m p r o m i s e d b y t h e
c o l l a p s e o f a u t h o r i t a r i a n s o c i a l i s m . " B u t w r i t e r P e t e r H e b b l e t h w a i t e , a
B o f f s u p p o r t e r a n d c r i t i c o f P o p e J o h n P a u l I I , h a s s o m e d o u b t s , w r i t i n g
t h a t B o f f ' s " a t t e m p t t o s a l v a g e s o m e t h i n g f r o m t h e w r e c k a g e o f M a r x i s m
s e e m s t o o w e a s m u c h t o o p t i m i s m a s t o e x p e r i e n c e . "

^ CHRISTIAN DEIiOCRACY EMERGING IN EASTERN EUROPE, USSR _
I n t h e A p r i l r e p o r t o n t h e s e c u l a r i z a t i o n o f t h e C h r i s t i a n D e m o c r a t i c
p a r t i e s i n E u r o p e , i t w a s m e n t i o n e d t h a t t h e n e w l y e m e r g i n g p a r t i e s i n
E a s t e r n E u r o p e a r e b e i n g s e e n a s t h e l a s t b e s t h o p e f o r C h r i s t i a n
D e m o c r a c y. T h e N a t i o n a l C a t h o l i c R e g i s t e r ( J u n e 3 ) t a k e s a c l o s e r l o o k
a t t h e s e p a r t i e s a n d r e p o r t s t h a t t h e r e l i g i o u s f a c t o r i s a s t r o n g
f a c t o r i n t h e i r g r o w t h . I n r e c e n t E a s t G e r m a n a n d H u n g a r i a n e l e c t i o n s
C h r i s t i a n D e m o c r a t i c - i n f 1 u e n c e d p a r t i e s p r o v e d v i c t o r i o u s , a n d ,
e s p e c i a l l y i n t h e c a s e o f t h e l a t t e r , h a v e s t r e s s e d C h r i s t i a n v a l u e s . I n
C z e c h o s l o v a k i a , R o m a n i a a n d P o l a n d , s u c h p a r t i e s h a v e f o u n d l e s s
s u p p o r t , p o s s i b l y d u e t o c r i t i c i s m s t h a t t h e y w e r e t o o c l o s e l y a l i g n e d
w i t h o n e c h u r c h .

H u n g a r i a n s o c i o l o g i s t M i k l o s To m k a s a y s t h a t " T h e g r e a t e r p a r t o f
s o c i e t y , t h o u g h s h o r t o f s p e c i fi c i d e a s , f a v o r s p a r t i e s w h i c h a p p e a r t o
s t a n d f o r h o n e s t y , m o r a l i t y a n d t r a d i t i o n s . To d a y , i t ' s t h e s e C h r i s t i a n
p a r t i e s w h i c h s e e m t o o f f e r a g r e a t s e n s e o f f u l fi l l m e n t . " I n m o s t o f
t h e S o v i e t U n i o n ' s r e p u b l i c s t h e r e a r e a l r e a d y t w o C h r i s t i a n D e m o c r a t i c -
b a s e d p a r t i e s i n a c t i o n [ a l t h o u g h t h e y h a v e f e l t s o m e p r e s s u r e b y
a u t h o r i t i e s ] . T h e N e w Y o r k T i m e s ( M a y 1 4 ) q u o t e s A n d r 6 L o u i s , S e c r e t a r y -
G e n e r a l o f t h e C h r i s t i a n D e m o c r a t i c I n t e r n a t i o n a l a s s a y i n g t h a t " I n t h e
l o n g r u n , I t h i n k C h r i s t i a n D e m o c r a c y h a s i t s b e s t o p p o r t u n i t y i n t h e
S o v i e t U n i o n . C h r i s t i a n D e m o c r a t s t h e r e h a v e c o m e t o p o l i t i c a l l i f e o u t
o f r e l i g i o u s c o n v i c t i o n . I n s e a r c h i n g f o r a m o r e f r a t e r n a l a n d u s e f u l
r e l i g i o n , t h e y c o m e t o r e c o g n i z e t h e n e e d f o r p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i t y . "
( N a t i o n a l C a t h o l i c R e g i s t e r , 1 2 7 0 0 V e n t u r a B l v d . , S u i t e 2 0 0 , S t u d i o
C i t y , O A 9 1 6 0 4 )
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SWISS MOVING TOWARD ̂AUTO-RELIGION'?
T h e S w i s s a r e c o n s t r u c t i n g t h e i r o w n f o r m s o f r e l i g i o n t h a t c a n t a k e i n ' *
b o t h o r t h o d o x C h r i s t i a n d o c t r i n e s a n d s u c h " f o r e i g n " b e l i e f s a s
r e i n c a r n a t i o n , a c c o r d i n g t o t h e C a t h o l i c n e w s m a g a z i n e 3 0 D a v s ( J u n e ) . A
r e c e n t s u r v e y c o n d u c t e d i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h S w i t z e r l a n d ' s N a t i o n a l
P r o g r a m o f R e s e a r c h o n " c u l t u r a l p l u r a l i s m a n d n a t i o n a l i d e n t i t y " a n d
p r e s e n t e d i n t h e w e e k l y , H e b d o . f o u n d t h e S w i s s t o b e t h e i s t i c a n d
C h r i s t i a n - o r i e n t e d p e o p l e ; 7 0 p e r c e n t o f t h e 1 , 5 0 0 r e s p o n d e n t s
a c k n o w l e g e t h a t t h e y n o t o n l y b e l i e v e i n G o d b u t h o l d t h a t " G o d h a s m a d e
himsel f known in the person of Jesus Chr is t . " But whi le 17 percent s t i l l
go to^^church (a fairly high figure for Europe), a full 85 percent hold
t h a t " t h e r e i s n o n e e d o f t h e C h u r c h " i n o r d e r t o b e l i e v e . M o r e
s u r p r i s i n g l y , n e a r l y o n e - t h i r d o f t h o s e w h o e m b r a c e t h e " C h r i s t i a n i d e a
o f resur rec t ion" (33 percen t ) cons ider i t unprob lemat ica l l y compat ib le
w i t h a b e l i e f i n r e i n c a r n a t i o n .

W h i l e o n l y 5 0 p e r c e n t o f t h o s e p o l ' a y t h e y s e e a c o n n e c t i o n b e t w e e n
t h e i r o w n f a i t h a n d t h e i r p o l i t i c a l c n o i c e s , 8 4 . 2 p e r c e n t a c k n o w l e d g e
t h e r o l e o f r e l i g i o n i n s h a p i n g t h e i r e c o l o g i c a l c o n v i c t i o n s . T h e
m a g a z i n e a d d s t h a t " t h e i d e a t h a t o n e l i v e s a n o t h e r e a r t h l y l i f e b e y o n d
t h e p r e s e n t o n e p a r a l l e l s r a t h e r w e l l w i t h t h e c o n c e r n f o r p r e s e r v i n g
n a t u r e a n d t h e e n v i r o n m e n t . " T h e S w i s s b e l i e f i n r e i n c a r n a t i o n i s c l o s e
t o t h e p e r c e n t a g e o f A m e r i c a n b e l i e f i n t h i s c o n c e p t d u r i n g t h e e a r l y
1 9 8 0 s a n d t o t h e fi g u r e s p r o j e c t e d f o r E u r o p e b y t h e y e a r 2 0 0 0 . A n o t h e r
fi n d i n g w a s t h a t 4 0 p e r c e n t h o l d t h a t " h u m a n i t y w i l l e n t e r a n e w a g e i f
t a k e s w h a t i s b e s t f r o m e a c h r e l i g i o n . " C o - a u t h o r o f t h e s t u d y , R o l a n d
C a m p i c h e , s a y s t h e r e s u l t s s h o w t h a t " O n e c a n b e l i e v e i n t h e s a m e w a y
and wi th the same in tens i ty in th ings that come f rom d i f ferent re l ig iou;* '
s o u r c e s . " T h e S w i s s m a y b e m o v i n g r a p i d l y t o w a r d f o r m s o f " a u t o -
r e l i g i o n , " w h e r e e a c h o n e , w i t h o u t f e e l i n g t h e n e e d " o f n o t c a l l i n g
o n e s e l f C h r i s t i a n , " c o n s t r u c t s p i e c e b y p i e c e h i s o r h e r o w n p e r s o n a l
r e l i g i o n , a c c o r d i n g t o t h e s t u d y . S o c i o l o g i s t J e a n - F r a n c o i s M a y e r s a y s
t h e r e i s a m u l t i p l i c a t i o n o f n e w r e l i g i o u s m o v e m e n t s ( p a r t i c u l a r l y
o r i e n t a l o n e s ) i n S w i t z e r l a n d , w h i c h m a y b e u s e d b y p e o p l e t o c r e a t e a n
" e l a s t i c . - a l a c a r t e f a i t h . " ( 3 0 D a y s , 2 5 7 5 M c A l l i s t e r S t . , S a n
F r a n c i s c o , C A 9 4 7 7 8 )
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E S S N O T E S J u l y / A u g u s t . 1 9 9 0
* T h e c u r r e n t i s s u e o f t h e o c c u l t m a g a z i n e G n o s i s ( S u m m e r ) s u g g e s t s t h a t
t h e r e m a y b e a n u n u s u a l d i a l o g u e d e v e l o p i n g b e t w e e n s o m e o r t h o d o x
C h r i s t i a n s a n d t h o s e i n v o l v e d i n e s o t e r i c ( o r o c c u l t ) s p i r i t u a l i t y . T h e
i s s u e i s d e v o t e d t o " O r t h o d o x y , " i n v a r i o u s f o r m s , C a t h o l i c , E a s t e r n
O r t h o d o x , J e w i s h o r I s l a m i c , a n d s h o w s c o n s i d e r a b l e a p p r e c i a t i o n f o r
t r a d i t i o n a l r e l i g i o n . W h a t i s m o r e n o t e w o r t h y i s t h a t t h e a p p r e c i a t i o n
i s c o m i n g f r o m t h e o t h e r d i r e c t i o n a s w e l l . J o h n G a r v e y , a n E a s t e r n
O r t h o d o x w r i t e r f o r t h e m a i n s t r e a m C a t h o l i c m a g a z i n e , C o m m o n w e a l ,
e x a m i n e s t h e d i f f e r e n c e s a n d s i m i l a r i t i e s b e t w e e n O r t h o d o x C h r i s t i a n i t y
a n d G n o s t i c i s m i n h i s a r t i c l e a n d s e e s t h e t w o s p i r i t u a l a p p r o a c h e s a s
c o m p l i m e n t a r y t o e a c h o t h e r i n s o m e w a y s . C h a r l e s C o u l o m b e , a l e a d e r o f
a m o v e m e n t o f y o u n g o r t h o d o x C a t h o l i c s ( a n d a c o l u m n i s t f o r t h e
c o n s e r v a t i v e C a t h o l i c n e w s p a p e r , t h e N a t i o n a l C a t h o l i c R e g i s t e r ) , g o e s a
s t e p f u r t h e r , a d v o c a t i n g a r e t u r n t o " m a g i c " a n d t h e " b a p t i s m " o f t h e
o c c u l t o r h e r m e t i c t r a d i t i o n s b y t h e c h u r c h , w h i c h h e s a y s h a s b e c o m e
t o o r a t i o n a l . F o r a c o p y o f t h i s i s s u e , s e n d $ 4 . 0 0 t o : G n o s i s , P . O . B o x
1 4 2 1 7 , S a n F r a n c i s c o , C A 9 4 1 1 0 .

* F o r t h o s e s e e k i n g t o u n d e r s t a n d t h e d i v e r s i t y a n d c o m p l e x i t i e s o f
f u n d a m e n t a l i s m . T h e F u n d a m e n t a l i s t P h e n o m e n o n : a V i e w F r o m W i t h i n , a
R e s p o n s e F r o m W i t h o u t . ( E e r d m a n s P u b l i s h i n g , 2 5 5 J e f f e r s o n A v e . , S . E . ,
G r a n d R a p i d s , M l 4 9 5 0 3 . $ 1 4 . 9 5 ) e d i t e d b y N o r m a n J . C o h e n , m i g h t b e t h e
b e s t p l a c e t o l o o k . T h e b o o k , a c o l l e c t i o n a n d e n l a r g e m e n t o f a d d r e s s e s
g i v e n a t a c o n f e r e n c e l a s t y e a r , d e a l w i t h m o s t a s p e c t s o f
c o n t e m p o r a r y f u n d a m e n t a l i s m — C h r i s t i a n ( P r o t e s t a n t a n d C a t h o l i c ) ,
J e w i s h , I s l a m i c a n d H i n d u — i n c l u d i n g i t s p o l i t i c a l e x p r e s s i o n s .
E s p e c i a l l y n o t e w o r t h y i s t h e c h a p t e r o n " F u n d a m e n t a l i s m i n I t ' s G l o b a l
C o n t o u r s , " b y J a m e s D a v i s o n H u n t e r , w h i c h c r o s s - c u l t u r a l l y e x a m i n e s
t h e c o m m o n c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s t h a t m a k e v a r i o u s m o v e m e n t s c l a s s i fi a b l e a s
f u n d a m e n t a l i s t s . H i s t o r i a n G e o r g e M a r s d e n p r o v i d e s a n u n b i a s e d a n d
i n t e r e s t i n g h i s t o r i c a l a c c o u n t o f A m e r i c a n P r o t e s t a n t f u n d a m e n t a l i s m , a n d
e v a n g e l i c a l t h e o l o g i a n C l a r k P i n n o c k d o e s a g o o d j o b o f s t e p p i n g i n s i d e
C h r i s t i a n f u n d a m e n t a l i s t s h o e s a n d d e f e n d i n g m a n y o f t h e i r p o s i t i o n s .

* T h e r a p i d g r o w t h o f e v a n g e l i c a l P r o t e s t a n t i s m i n L a t i n A m e r i c a h a s
b e e n a s u r p r i s e a n d s o m e t i m e s a t h o r n i n t h e s i d e o f m a n y s c h o l a r s ,
j o u r n a l i s t s a n d o t h e r o b s e r v e r s s p e c i a l i z i n g i n t h e r e g i o n . O f t e n t h e
e v a n g e l i c a l p h e n o m e n o n h a s b e e n b r u s h e d a s i d e a s i n s i g n i fi c a n t a s
c o m p a r e d w i t h l i b e r a t i o n t h e o l o g y , o r p o r t r a y e d a s a c u l t u r a l a n d
p o l i t i c a l i n v a s i o n f r o m t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s t o q u i e t r e v o l u t i o n a r y
m o v e m e n t s . T w o r e c e n t b o o k s l o o k a t L a t i n A m e r i c a n e v a n g e l i c a l s i n a n e w
l i g h t . I s L a t i n A m e r i c a T u r n i n g P r o t e s t a n t : T h e P o l i t i c s o f E v a n g e l i c a l
G r o w t h ( U n i v e r s i t y o f C a l i f o r n i a P r e s s , B e r k e l e y , C A 9 4 7 2 0 . $ 2 4 . 9 5 ) b y
a n t h r o p o l o g i s t D a v i d S t o l l , a r g u e s t h a t e v a n g e l i c a l P r o t e s t a n t i s m s h o u l d
b e v i e w e d a s p i o n e e r i n g i n s o c i a l c h a n g e j u s t a s m u c h a s
l i b e r a t i o n t h e o l o g y . T h e e v a n g e l i c a l s ' e m p h a s i s o n p e r s o n a l c o n v e r s i o n
a n d C h r i s t i a n s e r v i c e i s g r a d u a l l y c h a l l e n g i n g l o n g - e n t r e n c h e d L a t i n



A m e r i c a n s o c i a l a t t i t u d e s , s u c h a s m a c h i s m o a n d t h e s u b s e r v i a n c e o f
w o m e n , a c c o r d i n g t o S t o l l .
S o c i o l o g i s t D a v i d M a r t i n ' s b o o k To n e u e s o f F i r e ; T h e E x p l o s i o n o f
P r o t e s t a n t i s m i n L a t i n A m e r i c a ( B a s i l B l a c k w e l l , 3 C a m b r i d g e C e n t e r ,
C a m b r i d g e , M A 0 2 1 4 2 . $ 2 9 . 9 5 ) i s s i m i l a r i n s c o p e t o S t o l l ' s , g i v i n g a n
i n d e p t h e x a m i n a t i o n o f t h e e v a n g e l i c a l ( e s p e c i a l l y t h e P e n t e c o s t a l )
m o v e m e n t s t h r o u g h o u t t h e r e g i o n ( i n c l u d i n g t h e C a r r i b e a n ) . M a r t i n
f o c u s e s l e s s o n t h e c o n t e x t o f l i b e r a t i o n t h e o l o g y , b u t h e p r o v i d e s
i n t e r e s t i n g a c c o u n t s o f h o w P r o t e s t a n t i s m i s b e c o m i n g m o r e " L a t i n " e v e n
a s i t t r a n s f o r m s L a t i n A m e r i c a n s o c i a l a t t i t u d e s ( s u c h a s t o w a r d l e s s
v i o l e n c e a n d d e c r e a s e d f a i t h i n t h e m i l i t a r y ) — a s m u c h a s M e t h o d i s m d i d
d u r i n g t h e i n d u s t r i a l r e v o l u t i o n i n E n g l a n d .

ON/FILE: A S u r v e y o f C u r r e n t M o v e m e n t s a n d P e o p l e I n R e l i g i o n
S

1 ) M y t h o p o e t i c M e n ' s M o v e m e n t i s a r e c e n t a t t e m p t b y m e n t o c l a i m s o m e
o f t h e " g e n d e r - s p i r i t u a l i t y " t h a t h a s b e e n l a r g e l y t h e p r o v i n c e o f w o m e n
i n t h e G o d d e s s m o v e m e n t . T h e m o v e m e n t i s m a d e u p o f s m a l l g r o u p s a n d
e x p l o r e s a " m a s c u l i n i t y o f y o r e , o n e t h e y s e e s t e e p e d i n c o u r a g e ,
c o m p a s s i o n , f a t h e r i n g a n d c h i v a l r y . " S h e p h e r d B l i s s , a l e a d e r o f t h e
m o v e m e n t a n d S a n F r a n c i s c o p s y c h o l o g i s t , s a y s m o s t m y t h o p o e t i c g r o u p s
m e e t i n t h e w o o d s w h e r e t h e y s i n g s o n g s , r e a d p o e t r y , r e v e r e w a r r i o r
fi g u r e s a n d s e a r c h f o r a l i n k t o " F a t h e r E a r t h . " ( S o u r c e : W a l l S t r e e t
J o u r n a l , J u n e 7 ) .

2 ) T h e e l e c t i o n o f M e t r o p o l i t a n A l e k s v o f L e n i n g r a d a s h e a d o f t h e
R u s s i a n O r t h o d o x C h u r c h s u g g e s t s t h a t t h i s b o d y m a y b e u n d e r g o i n g i t s
o w n p e r i o d o f g l a s n o s t . A l e s k y b r o k e s e v e r a l r u l e s i n b e i n g e l e c t e d : h e
i s n o n - R u s s i a n a n d w a s t h e fi r s t n e w l e a d e r t o g a i n t h e o f fi c e f r e e o f ^ ^
g o v e r n m e n t m a n i p u l a t i o n s i n c e t h e B o l s h e v i k R e v o l u t i o n . T h e n e w
E s t o n i a n - b o r n p a t r i a r c h o f t h e 5 0 m i l l i o n - m e m b e r c h u r c h i s m o r e
o u t s p o k e n a g a i n s t c o m m u n i s m a n d s u p p o r t i v e o f M i k h a i l G o r b a c h e v ' s
r e f o r m s t h a n h i s p r e d e c e s s o r , P a t r i a r c h P i m e n , a n d h i s e l e c t i o n s i g n a l e d
a c o n t i n u e d c o m m i t m e n t t o e c u m e n i s m , e s p e c i a l l y w i t h t h e R o m a n
C a t h o l i c s . H i s e l e c t i o n i n t h e m i d s t o f a g r o w i n g R u s s i a n n a t i o n a l i s m
h a s s u r p r i s e d m a n y o b s e r v e r s , a n d m a y b e a m o v e b y t h e c h u r c h a g a i n s t
s u c h a n u p r i s i n g . ( S o u r c e : T i m e M a g a z i n e , J u n e 1 8 )

3 ) T h e M o v e m e n t f o r C h r i s t i a n D e m o c r a c y i s a n e w o r g a n i z a t i o n t o
p r o m o t e C h r i s t i a n p r i n c i p l e s i n a l l o f t h e m a i n B r i t i s h p o l i t i c a l
p a r t i e s . E n g l a n d h a s b e e n o n e o f t h e f e w E u r o p e a n c o u n t r i e s w i t h o u t a
r e l i g i o u s - b a s e d p o l i t i c a l p a r t y , s u c h a s t h e m a n y C h r i s t i a n D e m o c r a t i c
m o v e m e n t s t h r o u g h o u t E u r o p e a n d n o w t h e S o v i e t U n i o n . T h e f o r m a t i o n o f
t h e M O D , w h i c h i s m a d e u p m a i n l y o f e v a n g e l i c a l s a n d A n g l o - C a t h o l i c s
f r o m t h e C h u r c h o f E n g l a n d , d e v e l o p e d s h o r t l y a f t e r a m o r e l i b e r a l
a b o r t i o n b i l l w a s r e c e n t l y p a s s e d b y t h e g o v e r n m e n t . A l t h o u g h o n l y t w o
p a r l i a m e n t a r y s p o n s o r s a r e i n t h e M O D , i t i s r e p o r t e d t h a t m a n y
p o l i t i c i a n s a r e " f e e l i n g i n c r e a s i n g l y f r u s t r a t e d w i t h t h e m e a g r e r e g a r d
g i v e n t o C h r i s t i a n o p i n i o n . " A l t h o u g h s o m e w a n t t o m a k e t h e M O D a
p o l i t i c a l p a r t y , o t h e r s p r e f e r t h e m o v e m e n t t o r e m a i n n o n - p a r t i s a n a s
i t s e e k s t o w o r k f o r s u c h b r o a d p r i n c i p l e s a s , " s o c i a l j u s t i c e , r e s p e c t f o r
l i f e , d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n o f p o w e r . . . a n d w i s e s t e w a r d s h i p . " ( S o u r c e : J u n e 1 5 t h
C h r i s t i a n We e k , 11 C a r t e r e t S t . , L o n d o n , E n g l a n d S W I H 9 D J )

C O R R E C T I O N : L a s t m o n t h ' s r e p o r t o n r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f s i n S w e d e n c a r r i e d
i n c o r r e c t c h u r c h a t t e n d a n c e fi g u r e s . T h e r e p o r t t h a t w a s c i t e d s a i d t h a t
c h u r c h a t t e n d a n c e h a s i n c r e a s e d b y 2 0 0 , 0 0 0 t o a t o t a l o f 9 . 2 m i l l i o n
p e o p l e , w h i l e i t w a s a l s o n o t e d t h a t S w e d e n h a s a p o p u l a t i o n o f 8 . 4
m i l l i o n . T h e 8 . 4 m i l l i o n fi g u r e i s c o r r e c t , w h i l e t h e t o t a l c h u r c h
a t t e n d a n c e s t a t i s t i c i s o b v i o u s l y o f f - b a s e j T h e a c c u r a t e a t t e n d a n c e
c o u n t w a s n o t a v a i l a b l e f r o m t h e p u b l i c a t i o n w e c i t e d f o r t h e
i n f o r m a t i o n .


