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A f t e r a p e r i o d o f d e c l i n e , C a t h o l i c - J e w i s h r e l a t i o n s a r e o n t h e m e n d ,
a c c o r d i n g t o r e c e n t r e p o r t s . T h e L o n g I s l a n d n e w s p a p e r , N e w d s a v ( O c t o b e r
1 ) r e p o r t s t h a t d u r i n g a r e c e n t h i g h - l e v e l c o n f e r e n c e i n P r a g u e , o n e
J e w i s h l e a d e r s a i d a " s i g n i fi c a n t b r e a k t h r o u g h i n 1 , 9 0 0 y e a r s o f
C a t h o l i c - J e w i s h r e l a t i o n s , " t o o k p l a c e w h e n t h e Va t i c a n a c k n o w l e d g e d
c h u r c h c o m p l i c i t y i n a n t i - S e m i t i s m . A f t e r s u c h s e t b a c k s a s t h e c o n fl i c t
o v e r t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f a c o n v e n t a n d c r o s s o n t h e s i t e o f A u s c h w i t z ,
t h e V a t i c a n s t a t e m e n t " b r o u g h t a b o u t a s e n s e o f h e a l i n g , " s a y s E u g e n e
F i s h e r , d i r e c t o r o f J e w i s h - C a t h o l i c r e l a t i o n s f o r t h e N a t i o n a l C o n f e r e n c e
o f C a t h o l i c B i s h o p s . T h e s t a t e m e n t a s k e d f o r g i v e n e s s f o r a n t i - S e m i t i s m
a n d c a l l e d u p o n C a t h o l i c s t o " t a k e t h e i n i t i a t i v e i n r e c o n c i l i a t i o n . "
A n o t h e r J e w i s h l e a d e r s a y s t h e c o n f e r e n c e e s t a b l i s h e d a c l i m a t e w h e r e
t h e r e i s " m u t u a l i t y , r e c o n c i l i a t i o n a n d g o o d w i l l e m e r g i n g , t h e l i k e s o f
w h i c h I ' v e n e v e r s e e n . " T h e c o n f e r e n c e a l s o f o c u s e d o n t h e g r o w t h o f
a n t i - S e m i t i s m i n E a s t e r n E u r o p e , a s t h e V a t i c a n p r o m i s e d t o e n c o u r a g e
t e a c h i n g a g a i n s t p r e j u d i c e i n c h u r c h s c h o o l s i n t h e r e g i o n . J o i n t J e w i s h -
C a t h o l i c c o m m i t t e e s w i l l a l s o b e e s t a b l i s h e d i n e a c h o f t h e E a s t e r n
E u r o p e a n c o u n t r i e s t o d e a l w i t h o u t b r e a k s o f r a c i s m a s t h e y o c c u r .

A n e d i t o r i a l i n t h e A m e r i c a n J e s u i t m a g a z i n e A m e r i c a ( O c t o b e r 6 ) a l s o
n o t e s a g r o w i n g n u m b e r o f " c o n s t r u c t i v e d i a l o g u e s , s o m e q u i t e f o r m a l a n d
s o m e i n f o r m a l , b e t w e e n C a t h o l i c s a n d J e w s a t l o c a l , d i o c e s a n a n d
i n t e r n a t i o n a l l e v e l s . " T h e n e w f r i e n d l i n e s s i s n o t j u s t t a k i n g p l a c e o n
t h e o f fi c i a l l e v e l ; t h e e d i t o r i a l a d d s t h a t " t h e n e w i m a g e a n d n e w
a t t i t u d e o f w h i c h t h e P r a g u e s t a t e m e n t s p o k e h a v e e n t e r e d t h e b l o o d s t r e a m
o f t h e C a t h o l i c a n d J e w i s h c o m m u n i t i e s . " C a t h o l i c s c h o o l s h a v e p i o n e e r e d
i n d i s c o u r a g i n g a n t i - S e m i t i s m , a s r e c e n t s t u d i e s - - s u c h a s t h o s e b y J a m e s
S . C o l e m a n o f o f t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f C h i c a g o - - h a v e s h o w n t h a t s t u d e n t s i n
C a t h o l i c s c h o o l s h a v e m o r e p o s i t i v e a t t i t u d e s t o w a r d t h o s e o f o t h e r
r e l i g i o n s a n d r a c e s t h a n d o t h e s t u d e n t s i n p u b l i c s c h o o l s a n d n o n -
C a t h o l i c p r i v a t e s c h o o l s . S a y s o n e J e w i s h l e a d e r , " S t u d i e s h a v e s h o w n
t h a t a n e w g e n e r a t i o n o f y o u n g C a t h o l i c s a n d J e w s h a s g r o w n u p w h i c h h a s
n e v e r e x p e r i e n c e d t h e a l i e n a t i o n , m u t u a l s u s p i c i o n a n d b i g o t r y t h a t s o
o f t e n p o i s o n e d e a r l i e r C a t h o l i c - J e w i s h r e l a t i o n s . "

T h e m a g a z i n e a d d s t h a t p a r t i c i p a n t s a t a r e c e n t i n t e r - f a i t h c o n f e r e n c e i n
N e w Yo r k s u g g e s t e d n o w i s t h e t i m e t o e n l a r g e t h e c o m m o n a g e n d a o f
C a t h o l i c s a n d J e w s i n t h e U . S . t o i n c l u d e e t h i c a l a n d e v e n t h e o l o g i c a l
i s s u e s . O n e s u c h i n i t i a t i v e t o o k p l a c e l a s t J u n e w h e n t h e U . S . b i s h o p s
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and the Synagogue Council of America released a statement proposing
programs of moral education in public schools. But in the Los Angeles
Times (October 13), Eugene Fisher and A. James Rudin write that "Many of
the t rad i t iona l Catho l i c -Jewish d ia logue groups in the Un i ted Sta tes a re
fail ing to attract younger members. Interreligious relations continue to
be a low priority for many Catholic and Jewish seminary students. And
there are d is turb ing repor ts o f increased ant i -Semi t ism in Eastern Europe
and on American college campuses." (America, 106 W, 56th St., New York,
N Y 1 0 1 0 2 - 0 0 0 2 )

A PARADIGM SHIFT AWAY FROM ISRAEL FOR AMERICAN JEWS?
Jewish theologians and leaders appear to be coming closer to a consensus
that a new phase of American Jewish identity is emerging that will de-
emphasize traditional concerns with ethnicity, the Holocaust and Israel
and focus more on spiritual concerns, according to the bi-weekly Jewish
journal, Sh'ma (September 21, October 5 and October 19 issues). Editor
Eugene Borowitz writes in the September 21 issue that the Jewish ethos
has sh i f t ed : t he Ho locaus t - I s rae l symbo ls , f o r a l l t he i r r ema in ing
potency, have lost their recent authority... The manifest cause of our
disaffection is the no-longer bridgeable gap between the mythic and the
rea l s ta te o f I s rae l . .The t r a j ec to ry o f ou r mass d i s i l l us i onmen t runs
from Sabra and Shatila through the Intifada and the "Who is a Jew?"
controversy to the recent huckstering to form a new Israeli
administration. Only true believers can stil l envision today s State of
I s rae l as ou r e thn ic 'Sp i r i t ua l Cen te r. ' " Bo row i t z adds tha t as the
"Amer i can in fa tua t ion w i th th ings e thn ic has passed , e thn ic i t y w i11 no t
be enough to keep the new generation of Jews in the faith. ^ Belief is now
our major pr ior i ty. . .Are we incidental ly Jewish Unitar ian Americans or r
devoutly Jewish Jews who are also humanitarian Americans?"
Most respondents gave critical support to Borowitz s article, especially
to the thesis that Israel-based concerns can no longer define American
J e w i s h l i f e a n d t h a t t h e o l o g y a n d s p i r i t u a l i t y s h o u l d b e g i v e n p r i o r i t y
in the American Jewish community. Writer Lawrence Hoffman says that
American Jews have "entered a period that wil l either be marked by
significant worship reform and the recovery of spirituality, or will be
recognizable as the final marginalization of Judaism as a factor in
Jewish ident i ty, and the demise of the synagogue as a s ignificant
inst i tut ion in American Jewish l i fe." He adds that American Jews were too
busy addressing concerns with ethnicity and Israel to learn from
Protestants and Catholics working for spiritual and l iturgical reform in
the 1970s and '80s. But i f Jews exper ience a s imi lar sp i r i tua l renewal ,
it will have to work outside Orthodox Judaism so it impacts "mainline"
liberal synagogues. Rabbi Balfour Brickner agrees with Borowitz's
analysis, but writes that the Jewish community may not be equipped to
handle such a spir i tual revival; fewer and fewer Jews go to synagogue,
the growing number of Jewish scholars are not being heard or read by the
Jewish rank and file, and Jewish federations have not yet begun to think
a b o u t i m p l e m e n t i n g s u c h p r o g r a m s .

The reappraisal of Israel and Zionism in American Jewish life has been
taking place in other quarters of Judaism as well. The lead article in
the summer issue of Judaism. a quarterly published by the American Jewisl^^^
Congress, argues that the Zionist concept of Israel's centrality in
Jewish l i fe "needs to be reexamined and abandoned, because it is neither
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h i s t o r i c a l l y a c c u r a t e n o r i d e o l o g i c a l l y p e r s u a s i v e . " W r i t e r D a v i d Q o r d i s ,
v i c e p r e s i d e n t o f t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f J u d a i s m , r e j e c t s t h e Z i o n i s t p o s i t i o n

^^that Israel is the "exclusive" arena for working out Jewish history, that
t h e D i a s p o r a l a c k s a J e w i s h a u t h e n t i c i t y , a n d t h a t t h e o n l y l e g i t i m a t e
o p t i o n f o r J e w s i s " a l i y a h " - - i m m i g r a t i o n t o I s r a e l . H e a d d s t h a t
" I s r a e l i s . . . fi n d i t i m p o s s i b l e t o u n d e r s t a n d t h a t A m e r i c a n J e w s a r e n o t
s i m p l y g r a t e f u l t o A m e r i c a f o r i t s h o s p i t a l i t y . R a t h e r , t h e y a r e
p a t r i o t i c A m e r i c a n s w i t h f e e l i n g s o f l o v e , l o y a l t y a n d c o m m i t m e n t t o t h e
c o u n t r y . " G o r d i s c a l l s f o r a " p o s t - Z i o n i s t m o d e l f o r c o n t e m p o r a r y J e w i s h
l i f e " w h i c h w o u l d a p p r e c i a t e t h e " v a r i e t y o f s e t t i n g s i n w h i c h J e w s
l i v e . . . " ( S h ' m a , B o x 5 6 7 , P o r t W a s h i n g t o n , N Y 1 1 0 5 0 ; J u d a i s m , 1 5 E . 8 4 t h
S t . , N e w Yo r k , N Y 1 0 0 2 8 )

NEW RATING RENEWING CHRISTIAN ACTIVISM IN ENTERTAINMENT INDUSTRY?
T h e r e c e n t m o v e b y t h e M o t i o n P i c t u r e A s s o c i a t i o n o f A m e r i c a ( M PA A ) t o
m a k e a n e w c l a s s i fi c a t i o n f o r X r a t e d m o v i e s m a y b e m o v i n g P r o t e s t a n t a n d
C a t h o l i c c h u r c h e s b a c k i n t o i n v o l v e m e n t a n d a c t i v i s m i n t h e A m e r i c a n
e n t e r t a i n m e n t i n d u s t r y , a c c o r d i n g t o B e t w e e n T h e L i n e s ( O c t o b e r 2 3 ) , a
c o n s e r v a t i v e " w a t c h d o g " n e w s l e t t e r o n t h e n e w s m e d i a a n d H o l l y w o o d .
C h u r c h l e a d e r s w e r e a l m o s t t h e o n l y o n e s t o d i s s e n t o n t h e d r o p p i n g o f
t h e X r a t i n g i n f a v o r o f t h e N C - 1 7 r a t i n g i n o r d e r t o g i v e a g r e a t e r
s h o w i n g o f a d u l t - o r i e n t e d fi l m s . T h e U . S . C a t h o l i c C o n f e r e n c e a n d t h e
N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l o f C h u r c h e s i s s u e d a j o i n t s t a t e m e n t b l a s t i n g t h e n e w
r a t i n g s y s t e m , s a y i n g t h a t t h e c h a n g e i s n o t i n t h e " b e s t i n t e r e s t o f t h e
c o m m u n i t y " a n d t h e t h e m o t i o n p i c t u r e a s s o c i a t i o n " c a v e d i n t o t h e
c o m m e r c i a l i n t e r e s t s o f t h o s e w h o a r e a t t e m p t i n g t o g e t s e x u a l l y

^ '^explo i ta t ive mater ia l in to general theatr ica l re lease."
S u c h c r i t i c i s m s a n d i n v o l v e m e n t b y t h e c h u r c h e s w e r e r e g u l a r f a r e f o r t h e
c h u r c h e s b e f o r e t h e l a t e 1 9 6 0 s . T h e n e w s l e t t e r a d d s t h a t t h e r a t i n g s
s y s t e m b e g a n i n 1 9 6 8 w h e n t h e N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l o f C h u r c h e s a n d t h e
C a t h o l i c L e a g u e o f D e c e n c y f o l d e d u p t h e i r w a t c h d o g o p e r a t i o n s i n
H o l l y w o o d . " T h e M PA A r a t i n g s b o a r d w a s f o u n d e d i n a n e f f o r t t o h e a d o f f
t h e c r e a t i o n o f d o z e n s o f s t a t e a n d l o c a l m o v i e r a t i n g s y s t e m s t h a t w o u l d
p l a y h a v o c w i t h t h e m o v i e i n d u s t r y. " T h e m o s t d r a m a t i c d e v e l o p m e n t f r o m
t h e n e w c l a s s i fi c a t i o n w i l l b e t h e p o p u l a r b a c k l a s h . " L o o k f o r t h e
c h u r c h — b o t h P r o t e s t a n t a n d C a t h o l i c — t o b e g i n s e c o n d - g u e s s i n g i t s
a b a n d o n m e n t o f t h e e n t e r t a i n m e n t i n d u s t r y 2 5 y e a r s a g o , " t h e n e w s l e t t e r
p r e d i c t s . ( B e t w e e n T h e L i n e s , 7 0 9 5 H o l l y w o o d B l v d . , S u i t e 6 2 7 , H o l l y w o o d ,
O A 9 0 0 2 8 )

NEW BOOK SIGNALING WARMING OF RELIGION/POLITICS FREEZE IN U.S.?
W i t h t h e k i n d o f r e v i e w s t h a t t h e b o o k , " F o r t h e C o m m o n G o o d : R e d i r e c t i n g
the Ecomomy Toward Commun i t y, t he Env i ronmen t , and a Sus ta inab le Fu tu re , "
( B e a c o n P r e s s . $ 2 4 . 9 5 ) , h a s b e e n r e c e i v i n g , o n e c o u l d s u s p e c t t h a t
s o m e t h i n g i s c h a n g i n g i n t h e p o l a r i z e d d e b a t e b e t w e e n r e l i g i o u s l e f t a n d
r i g h t . T h e b o o k , b y e c o m o m i s t H e r m a n D a l y a n d l i b e r a l P r o t e s t a n t
t h e o l o g i a n J o h n B . C o b b , b l e n d s e c o l o g i c a l c o n c e r n a n d f r e e m a r k e t
t h e o r i e s w i t h p r o c e s s t h e o l o g y ( w h i c h t e a c h e s , a m o n g o t h e r t h i n g s , t h a t

/^God is more imminent than t ranscendent and suffers along wi th the wor ld) .
S o f a r t h e C h r i s t i a n l e f t ' s C h r i s t i a n i t v & C r i s i s , w h i c h h a s l o n g b e e n
p a r t i a l t o s o c i a l i s m a n d w e l f a r e s t a t e e c o n o m i e s , a n d t h e N e w A g e
n e w s l e t t e r N e w O p t i o n s h a v e g i v e n t h e b o o k v e r y p o s i t i v e r e v i e w s . M o r e
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noteworthy is that the neoconservative Religion & Democracy newsletter
(October) applauded "For the Common Good" for "re-examining neoclassicaleconomic assumptions" and its concern for "genuine stewardship, although^^^^
criticizing some of its ecological views. The newsletter says that the
book will enjoy a wide audience among economists and "oldline/ecumenical
churches that are searching for a new economic paradigm." The book's
recept ion could s ignal a less polemical mood in the re l ig ion and
pol i t ics/economics debate of the 1990s, al though new divis ions may be
forming over such issues as ecology. (Religion & Democracy, 1331 H St.,.
N,W,, Suite 900, Washington, DC 20005-4706)

GREEN MOVEMENT STILL DIVIDED ON SPIRITUALITY
The Green movement is experiencing continued division over the role of
re l ig ion in i ts ranks, accord ing to Wor ld magazine (October 13) . The s ix-
year-o ld movement, s t ressing envi ronmental ism, non-v io lence and pol i t ica l
a n d e c o n o m i c d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n , r e c e n t l y h e l d i t s n a t i o n w i d e m e e t i n g w h e r e
i t na r row ly app roved a p lank on sp i r i t ua l i t y desp i t e c r i t i c i sm f rom o the r
Greens that rel igion has no place in the movement. The draft of the
spi r i tua l i ty p lank was drawn up by a Uni ted Methodis t min is ter, a
Catholic, a Quaker, an atheist, a Pagan, a Buddhist, a Hindu and a Native
Amer i can . Because the Greens seek consensus i n dec i s ion mak ing , a 75
percent a ffi rmat ive vote was requ i red to adopt p lanks in the p la t fo rm.
T h e s p i r i t u a l i t y p l a n k w a s p a s s e d w i t h a 7 8 p e r c e n t v o t e .

But one atheist Green says some members have already dropped out of the
m o v e m e n t b e c a u s e o f t h e s p i r i t u a l i t y e m p h a s i s a t p r e v i o u s m e e t i n g s ,
adding that New Age rituals and proselytizing "turns some people off."
T h e N a t i o n a l C a t h o l i c R e p o r t e r ( S e p t e m b e r 2 8 ) q u o t e s o n e d r a f t e r o f t h e
s p i r i t u a l i t y p l a n k a s s a y i n g t h a t p r o p o n e n t s " s t r o n g l y f e l t i t s t i m e t o
r e i n t r o d u c e s p i r i t u a l i t y i n t o p o l i t i c s . " P a r t o f t h e p l a n k s a y s " G r e e n s
support practices and pol icies which enhance the sense of
i n t e r c o n n e c t e d n e s s ( s u c h a s p r a y e r , m e d i t a t i o n , t h e r a p y, w i l d e r n e s s
experience, art and music)." The plank adds that "Greens support the
freedom of all peoples to worship or not in the way that they choose,"
and that "Greens uphold the separat ion of church and state." (World, P.O.
B o x 2 3 3 0 , A s h e v i l l e , N O 2 8 8 0 2 ; N a t i o n a l C a t h o l i c R e p o r t e r , P. O . B o x
419281, Kansas Ci ty, MO 64141)

SOLEMN ASSEMBLIES MOVEMENT GROWING, BRINGING EVANGELICAL UNITY
A m o v e m e n t o f p a s t o r s g a t h e r i n g t o g e t h e r f o r i n t e n s i v e s e s s i o n s o f
confession and repentance is growing and gaining influence among American
evangel ica l church leaders, accord ing to a spec ia l repor t supplement in
t h e N a t i o n a l & I n t e r n a t i o n a l R e l i g i o n R e p o r t ( O c t o b e r 8 ) . T h e s e
gatherings are known as "solemn assemblies" and have been especially
prevalent among Southern Bapt is ts and evangel ica l pastors in the Pacific
Northwest region. Solemn assembl ies are simi lar to prayer meet ings, but
pas to rs spec ifica l l y meet in o rder to p ray fo r renewa l and rev iva l i n
their areas, sometimes engaging in extensive weeping and confessing of
d e n o m i n a t i o n a l d i v i s i o n s a n d b a c k - b i t i n g . T h e m o v e m e n t b e g a n a b o u t o n e
year ago with the Southern Baptists and is said to have triggered churchy
renewal and growth in small towns, such as Cameron, Texas and Rosewell,' ^
N . M . To d a y t h e t r e n d i s q u i e t l y g a i n i n g i n e m p h a s i s a n d i m p o r t a n c e a m o n g
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d e n o m i n a t i o n a l l e a d e r s . O v e r 3 0 l e a d e r s f r o m v a r i o u s d e n o m i n a t i o n s w i l l
pa r t i c i pa te i n a ga the r i ng t h i s mon th i n A t l an ta wh i ch w i l l f o l l ow the
s o l e m n a s s e m b l y m o d e l .

T h e s e g a t h e r i n g s h a v e a c q u i r e d a n e c u m e n i c a l d i m e n s i o n i n
t h e P a c i fi c N o r t h w e s t , w h e r e a b o u t 5 0 0 p a s t o r s i n O r e g o n a n d Wa s h i n g t o n
f r o m a l l P r o t e s t a n t d e n o m i n a t i o n s h a v e b e e n i n v o l v e d . T h e a s s e m b l i e s
were promoted by Multnomah School of the Bible in Portland, Ore.,
spec i fica l l y t o b r i ng a rev i va l t o a reg ion wh i ch has cons i s ten t l y
registered the lowest level of church at tendance in the U.S. Churches in
o ther reg ions a re now inqu i r ing about dup l i ca t ing such e f fo r ts . So fa r,
the so lemn assembl ies have encouraged a new un i ty among churches and
l e a d e r s o f d i f f e r e n t d e n o m i n a t i o n s , a c c o r d i n g t o t h e r e p o r t . T h e r e h a v e
a l s o b e e n r e p o r t s o f p a s t o r s i n S o u t h e r n c i t i e s a n d W e s t e r n t o w n s
repenting of racial prejudice against blacks and Indians. One specialist
in evangelism says the solemn assemblies resemble other movements leading
to religious revivals in the past, and that the gatherings show that
evangelicals are entering a "post-denominational" era of church unity.
(National & International Religion Report, P.O. Box 21433, Roanoke, VA
2 4 0 1 8 )

LIBERAL CATHOLIC PARISHES, PRIESTS INCREASINGLY INDEPENDENT
L i b e r a l C a t h o l i c p r i e s t s a r e i n c r e a s i n g l y d e v e l o p i n g s m a l l f a i t h -
communit ies and sidestepping the church hierarchy in running par ishes,
according to the National Catholic Reporter (October 19). Reporter Tim
Unsworth visited parishes across the country and found a common pattern^ among priests: "they are making pastoral decisions, many of which were
normally reserved to chancery [or diocesan] officials...Parishes are
becoming small dioceses." Unsworth sees this attitude developing among
older priests (the average age of priests today is 55) who doubt the
credibility of official church positions, such as those against birth
cont ro l and remar r iages a f te r d ivorce , and h ie rarch ica l church
discipline. Pastors are reported to skirt church laws on annulments of
marriages ("No, I don't file annulment papers anymore [with the
diocese]...we do it all in-house," says one pastor), wedding and funeral
rules and confession. With one-on-one confessions dwindl ing, some of
these priests are permitting group reconciliation as a substitute for
t h i s p r a c t i c e .

There is a lack of confidence in traditional church structures among such
priests and an emphasis on a "family consciousness and small commumitieswhere parishioners meet for the eucharist, church teaching, Bible study
and social action. One parish opened five "base communitiesj|--with one in
a shoe store-- to reach out to inactive members. While the "underground
church" movement--where Catholics worshipped outside of traditional
parishes during the 1960s and 70s-- with a few exceptions, "has
van ished . . . the t rad i t i ona l pa r i sh s t ruc tu re and ways o f govern ing a re
changing rapidly from the ground up," writes Unsworth. He adds that small
communities have not yet received the church's official seal of approval
(but not much discouragement either), because it realizes it can t
control such diverse groups, in Unsworth's travels he found a common^ source of influence and inspiration among these dissenting priests-- ^
Andrew Greeley, the controversial sociolgist-priest-novelist. Greeley s
many books apply sociological research to parish life, often downplaying
official teachings, and were described as giving the "best job
desc r ip t i on o f t he pas to r, " by one p r ies t .
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AMERICAN BISHOPS' CRACK DOWN ON PRO-CHOICE POLITICIANS A FAILURE?
The American Catholic bishop's move to clamp down on Catholic politicians'
w h o s u p p o r t a b o r t i o n r i g h t s [ r e p o r t e d i n t h e J u l y / A u g u s t R W ] h a s l a r g e l y
f a i l e d , a c c o r d i n g t o t h e W a l l S t r e e t J o u r n a l ( O c t o b e r 1 6 ) . " C a t h o l i c
p o l i t i c i a n s f a v o r i n g a b o r t i o n r i g h t s h a v e h e l d t h e i r g r o u n d , s o m e t i m e s i n
t h e f a c e o f t h r e a t s o f e x c o m m u n i c a t i o n , a n d t h e y a r e w i n n i n g . M o r e o v e r ,
a s E l e c t i o n D a y n e a r s , c r i t i c i s m o f t h e i r p o s i t i o n b y t h e b i s h o p s h a s
become so muffled it is rarely heard," writes James M. Perry. Some
e x a m p l e s o f s u c h a d e v e l o p m e n t w o u l d i n c l u d e N e w Yo r k G o v e r n o r M a r i o
C u o m o , w h o w a s s i n g l e d o u t f o r s p e c i a l c r i t i c i s m b y C a r d i n a l J o h n
O'Connor, bu t i s expected to score the b iggest lands l ide v ic to ry in h is
s t a t e ' s h i s t o r y ; i n C a l i f o r n i a , s e v e n o f t h e s t a t e ' s 11 C a t h o l i c m e m b e r s
of the U.S. House of Representat ives cont inue to suppor t abor t ion r ights,
" a n d t h e y a r e a l l e x p e c t e d t o w i n e a s i l y . "

Theologian Richard McBrien says there is "no evidence of a single
C a t h o l i c c a n d i d a t e i n A m e r i c a f a c i n g d e f e a t b e c a u s e o f p r e s s u r e h e h a s
been put under by the bishops." Much of the problem with the bishop's
s t r a t e g y l i e s i n t h e f a c t t h a t A m e r i c a n C a t h o l i c s a r e n o t f a r a p a r t f r o m
al l o ther voters on the issue of abor t ion. A Wal l St reet Journa l /NBC pol l
p r e s e n t e d i n t h e a r t i c l e s h o w s t h a t 5 7 p e r c e n t o f C a t h o l i c s d o n ' t t h i n k
a b o r t i o n s s h o u l d b e i l l e g a l i n c o n t r a s t t o 6 0 p e r c e n t o f a l l v o t e r s .
Observers say that the bishops have decided to mute its campaign against
d i s s e n t i n g p o l i t i c a n s i n t h e p a s t m o n t h . T h e y h a v e i n s t e a d f o c u s e d o n t h e
s t r a t e g y o f r e s t r i c t i n g t h e u s e o f p a r i s h a n d s c h o o l f a c i l i t i e s t o s u c h
p o l i t i c i a n s t o a i r t h e i r v i e w s .

CURRENT RESEARCH R e c e n t F i n d i n g s o n R e l i g i o u s A t t i t u d e s a n d B e h a v i o r

* Whi le there has been much recent at tent ion to the resurgent interest in
rel ig ion and spir i tual i ty among American baby boomers, there are
no tewor thy d i f f e rences i n be l i e f w i t h in t h i s gene ra t i on , acco rd ing to a
s p e c i a l r e p o r t i n t h e r e c e n t l y r e l e a s e d Ye a r b o o k o f A m e r i c a n a n d C a n a d i a n
C h u r c h e s . T h e s t u d y, c o n d u c t e d b y s o c i o l o g i s t Wa d e C l a r k R o o f o f t h e
Un ivers i t y o f Ca l i fo rn ia a t Santa Barbara , repor ts tha t the younger par t
of the baby boomer generation--which were born in the 15 year period from
the la te 1940s to the ear l y 1960s- -a re re tu rn ing to re l i g ion in g rea te r
n u m b e r s t h a n t h e i r o l d e r c o u n t e r p a r t s . R o o f f o u n d t h a t m a r r i e d b o o m e r s
wi thout ch i ldren are the least re l ig ious segment o f the post -Wor ld War I I
birth boom. Age was found to be a major division among the baby boomers
in determin ing k inds o f be l ie f and prac t ice . In genera l , the younger
boomers are more involved in t rad i t ional organized re l ig ion and tend to
part ic ipate in the conservat ive trend of the 1980s. Older boomers shaped
b y t h e c i v i l r i g h t s a n d c o u n t e r c u 1 t u r e m o v e m e n t s o f t h e ' 6 0 s t e n d t o b e
l e s s c o n s e r v a t i v e a n d a r e m o r e l i k e l y t o b e i n v o l v e d i n a l t e r n a t i v e
r e l i g i o u s f o r m s , a c c o r d i n g t o R o o f . ( Ye a r b o o k o f A m e r i c a n a n d C a n a d i a n
Churches, NCC, 475 Riverside Dr., New York, NY 10115)
* In ana lyz ing recen t s ta t i s t i cs abou t the be l ie fs and p rac t i ces o f young
American Catholics sociologist John Coleman came across "an unexpected
finding"-- contrary to common wisdom, American evangelicals are more
l i k e l y t o l o s e c h u r c h m e m b e r s t o t h e C a t h o l i c C h u r c h t h a n v i c e v e r s a .
Writing in the Catholic magazine Commonweal (September 14) on data
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c o l l e c t e d o n y o u n g C a t h o l i c s ( t h o s e b e t w e e n 1 8 - 2 9 ) , C o l e m a n f o u n d t h a t
most young converts to Catholicism come "overwhelmingly" from

^ evangelical-fundamentalist groups (45.2 percent), next from liberal
P r o t e s t a n t i s m ( 3 5 . 5 p e r c e n t ) , a n d , l a s t l y , f r o m t h e u n a f fi l i a t e d ( 1 2 . 9
percent) . Coleman found that only 18.5 percent of Cathol ics defect to
e v a n g e l i c a l g r o u p s , w h i l e 2 0 . 7 p e r c e n t g o t o m o d e r a t e P r o t e s t a n t
d e n o m i n a t i o n s a n d 1 8 . 6 m o v e t o l i b e r a l P r o t e s t a n t d e n o m i n a t i o n s . B u t t h e
C a t h o l i c C h u r c h s t i l l l o s e s m o r e C a t h o l i c s t h a n i t g a i n s t h r o u g h
c o n v e r s i o n - - f o r e v e r y fi v e p e r s o n s w h o l e a v e , 1 . 2 j o i n t h e c h u r c h .
(Commonweal, 15 Dutch St., New York, NY 10038)
* W h i l e a r e c o r d n u m b e r o f A m e r i c a n s a r e s a y i n g t h a t t h e y a r e c o m m i t t e d
t o C h r i s t , a r e c e n t s t u d y fi n d s l i t t l e d i f f e r e n c e i n t h e b e h a v i o r o f
born-aga in Chr is t ians be fore and a f te r the i r convers ion exper iences,
accord ing to the Nat iona l & In ternat iona l Re l ig ion Repor t (October 8) .
Last month RW reported on a Gallup survey which showed that a record 74
percent of adults said they have made a commitment to Christ (although
the surveyors no ted tha t the find ings d idn ' t i nd ica te the na tu re and
depth of such commitment). Now, however, a survey conducted by the Roper
Organization found that behavior in each of three major categories-- use
o f i l l e g a l d r u g s , d r i v i n g w h i l e i n t o x i c a t e d , a n d m a r i t i a l i n fi d e l i t y -
actual ly deteriorated after the born-again experience for many people.
Four percent of respondents said they had driven while intoxicated before
being born again, while 12 percent had done so after their conversion.
"I l legal drugs: 5 percent before, 9 percent after; i l l ic i t sex: 2 percent
before, 5 percent af ter. " One leader of the evangel ica l High Adventure
Ministries, for which the survey was conducted, says that "We've reached
a point [ in our Christ iani ty] where there is l i t t le or no dist inct ion

^ between what we say and what we do." (National & International Religion
Report, Box 21433, Roanoke, VA 24018)
* Legal battles over church-state issues rose more sharply than usual in
the last year, according to the Portland Oregonian newspaper (October
20). In a survey of church-state conflicts in court conducted by
Americans United for the Separation of Church and State it was found that
there were 192 cases occurring in 46 states from September 1989 to August
1990, up from 118 in 38 states in the previous 12 months. The varying
disputes ranged from conflicts over graduation ceremony prayers to
disputes over a Christian symbol in a city seal. The cases were also more
widespread, occurring in nearly every state, with the most in New York
a n d C a l i f o r n i a .

RUSSIAN ORTHODOXY INCREASINGLY SUFFERING DEFECTIONS
As The Soviet Union struggles with nationalist divisions, Russian
Orthodoxy is feeling similar tensions as members protest the church s
control throughout the USSR. Since the end of the Russian Orthodox
Church in the Soviet Union has "experienced a dramatic drop in the number
of its adherents, with a significant percentage of its total membership
defecting to the newly-recognized Ukrainian Catholic Church and the
revived Ukrainian Autocephalous Church. Rough estimates detailing the
number of defections to the revived church groups are thought to be as

^ high as five million, or nearly 10 percent of the total membership of theRussian Orthodox Church..." according to News Network International
(October 9), a news service focusing on religious freedom. The five
million member Ukrainian Catholic (or "Uniate") church, which was
forcibly absorbed by the Russian Orthodox Church under Stalin, was
granted autonomy last year. The one million member-Ukrainian
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Autocepha1ous or Ukrainian Orthodox Church--un1ike the Cathol ic Church--
is made up all former members of the Russian Orthodox Church. It is also
b e l i e v e d t h a t m a n y R u s s i a n O r t h o d o x i n B e l o r u s s i a a r e l e a v i n g t h e i r
c h u r c h t o j o i n t h e r e v i v e d B e l o r u s s i a n C a t h o l i c C h u r c h i n t h e R e p u b l i c
B e l o r u s s i a . O n e S o v i e t c h u r c h o b s e r v e r p l a c e s t h e n u m b e r o f R u s s i a n
O r t h o d o x p a r i s h e s l o s t t o t h e U k r a i n i a n O r t h o d o x C h u r c h a s 5 0 0 , a l t h o u g h
h e n o t e s t h a t m a n y n e w O r t h o d o x c h u r c h e s h a v e a l s o b e e n r e o p e n e d i n t h e
E a s t e r n U k r a i n e .

W i d e s p r e a d d i s c o n t e n t w i t h t h e R u s s i a n O r t h o d o x l e a d e r s h i p i s t h e m a i n
c a u s e f o r w h a t i s b e l i e v e d t o b e a n i r r e v e r s i b l e l o s s o f m e m b e r s h i p ,
a c c o r d i n g t o o n e d i s s i d e n t . B u t t h e c h u r c h h a s a d o p t e d m e a s u r e s t o
c o u n t e r t h e m e m b e r s h i p l o s s , s u c h a s g r a n t i n g g r e a t e r i n d e p e n d e n c e t o
B e l o r u s s i a n a n d U k r a i n i a n b r a n c h e s a n d e n c o u r a g i n g m o r e m o d e r a t e
l e a d e r s h i p . T h e N a t i o n a l C a t h o l i c R e g i s t e r ( A u g u s t 2 6 ) r e p o r t s t h a t t h e
R u s s i a n O r t h o d o x C h u r c h m a y e x p e r i e n c e m o r e d e f e c t i o n s t o t h e R u s s i a n
O r t h o d o x C h u r c h i n E x i l e ( k n o w n a s R u s s i a n S y n o d A b r o a d ) . T h e N e w Yo r k -
b a s e d S y n o d b r o k e a w a y f r o m t h e R u s s i a n O r t h o d o x C h u r c h ( a l s o k n o w n a s
t h e M o s c o w P a t r i a r c h a t e ) o v e r i t s ' m o d a t i o n w i t h c o m m u n i s m 7 0 y e a r s
a g o . U n d e r g l a s n o s t t h e r e h a v e b e s m a l l b u t g r o w i n g n u m b e r o f
O r t h o d o x p a r i s h e s j o i n i n g t h e S y n o a , m a i n l y d u e t o p r o t e s t o v e r O r t h o d o x
c h u r c h l e a a d e r s ' c o l l a b o r a t i o n w i t h c o m m u n i s m a n d t h e i r f a i l u r e t o
a c k n o w l e d g e s u c h i n v o l v e m e n t . ( N e w s N e t w o r k I n t e r n a t i o n a l , P. O . B o x
2 8 0 0 1 , S a n t a A n a , O A 9 2 7 9 9 ; N a t i o n a l C a t h o l i c R e g i s t e r , 1 2 7 0 0 V e n t u r a
B l v d . , S u i t e 2 0 0 , S t u d i o C i t y , C A 9 1 6 0 4 )

UDOHISM IN CRISIS IN RURAL JAPAN

T h e s u r v i v a l o f B u d d h i s m i n r u r a l J a p a n
o f c o u n t r y d w e l l e r s t o c i t i e s , a c c o r d i n g
D a y s ( N o v e m b e r ) . I n a s t u d y c a r r i e d o u t
C o n t e m p o r a r y R e s e a r c h , i t w a s f o u n d t h a t
r a p i d l y i n r u r a l a r e a s . T h e s i t u a t i o n i s
a r e a s a s t h e P r e f e c t u r e o f Y a m a n a s h i , w h
I n t h i s a r e a 8 0 p e r c e n t o f t h e t e m p l e s h
a d d s t h a t " M a n y B u d d h i s t s e c t s r i s k e x t i
w h i c h t h e c o u n t r y s i d e i s b e i n g a b a n d o n e d
t h e W e s t a s t h e f a s t - g r o w i n g S o k a G a k k a i
t e m p l e s t h r o u g h o u t J a p a n , a n u m b e r t h a t
n e a r f u t u r e i f t h e s i t u a t i o n c o n t i n u e s .
D a y s , 2 5 1 5 M c A l l i s t e r S t . , S a n F r a n c i s c o

i s b e i n g t h r e a t e n e d b y t h e e x o d u ' ^ ^
t o t h e C a t h o l i c n e w s m o n t h l y ^

b y J a p a n ' s I n s t i t u t e o f
B u d d h i s t t e m p l e s a r e c l o s i n g
e s p e c i a l l y c r i t i c a l i n s u c h

i c h i s a b o u t 6 0 m i l e s f r o m To k y o ,
a v e n o r e s i d e n t m o n k s . T h e r e p o r t
n o t i o n b e c a u s e o f t h e r a t e a t
. " T h e N i c h i r e n s e c t [ k n o w n i n
s e c t o f B u d d h i s m ] n o w h a s 5 , 0 0 0

c o u l d b e r e d u c e d t o 3 , 0 0 0 i n t h e
a c c o r d i n g t o t h e r e p o r t . ( 3 0

C A 9 4 11 8 )
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* T h e S c i e n c e & R e l i g i o n N e w s p a c k s a l o t o f i n f o r m a t i o n i n t o i t s 1 2
s m a l l p a g e s , p r o v i d i n g a u n i q u e r e s o u r c e f o r t h o s e w a n t i n g t o k e e p t r a c k
o f t h e i n t e r p l a y b e t w e n t h e s c i e n t i fi c a n d r e l i g i o u s w o r l d s . T h e
quar te r l y news le t te r, pub l i shed by the Ins t i tu te on Re l ig ion in an Age o f
S c i e n c e , m a n a g e s t o p r o v i d e b r i e f r e v i e w s o f b o o k s o n s c i e n c e a n d
r e l i g i o n , s c a n n o t a b l e p e r i o d i c a l a r t i c l e s o n t h e s u b j e c t , h i g h l i g h t
u p c o m i n g c o n f e r e n c e s a n d o t h e r p r o j e c t s a n d e d i t o r i a l i z e o n
6 c i e n c e / r e 1 i g i o n m a t t e r s i n e a c h i s s u e . T h e n e w s l e t t e r a p p e a r s t o t a k e a
m o d e r a t e C h r i s t i a n p o s i t i o n o n m o s t i s s u e s — w h i l e a l l o w i n g f o r o t h e r
v iews— argu ing for a bas ic re la t ionsh ip between sc ient i f ic knowledge and
theology. A subscript ion is $8. Send to: Science & Rel igion News, 65 Hoit
R d . , C o n c o r d , N H 0 3 3 0 1 ,
* J u s t a s t h e 1 9 8 0 s h a v e e n d e d t h e r e i s a l r e a d y a b o o k t h a t p r o v i d e s a
knowledgeable reading of Amer ican re l igon dur ing that decade. Er l ing
Jors tad 's "Hold ing Fast /Press ing On: Rel ig ion in Amer ica in the 1980s,"
l o c a t e s t h e m a j o r t r e n d s i n a d e c a d e ' s w o r t h o f r e l i g i o u s n e w s . S u c h
t r e n d s a n d m o v e m e n t s a s C a t h o l i c a n d m a i n l i n e s o c i a l a c t i v i s m , t h e N e w
C h r i s t i a n R i g h t , t e l e v a n g e l i s m , d e n o m i n a t i o n a l d i v i s i o n s , p o p u l a r c u l t u r e
and religion and the New Age movement all receive thorough coverage (with
helpfu l references). Al though Jorstad could have wr i t ten more on Judaism
a n d s u c h e m e r g i n g w o r l d r e l i g i o n s a s I s l a m i n t h e U . S . , H o l d i n g
Fast/Pressing On," should be read by those wanting a firmer grasp of
r e c e n t r e l i g i o u s d e v e l o p m e n t s . T h e b o o k i s a v a i l a b l e f o r
$14 .95 f r om P raege r Pub l i she rs , 88 Pos t Road Wes t , Box 5007 , Wes tpo r t , CT
0 6 8 8 1 .
* T h e d i f fi c u l t i e s i n s u r v e y i n g N e w A g e p e r i o d i c a l s i s i n g r a s p i n g j u s t
what exact ly makes up the New Age movement . S ince defin ing the New Age
by c lear -cu t teach ings i s p rob lemat ic . F ind ings & Foo tno tes w i l l
examine New Age pub l i ca t i ons by t he me thod o f assoc ia t i on—— in o the r
words, those that keep company with other leaders and organizat ions often
considered to make up the movement. It should be noted that this review
i s s e l e c t i v e , r e v i e w i n g t h o s e p u b l i c a t i o n s t h a t p o i n t t o t h e g e n e r a l
t r e n d s a n d c o n t o u r s o f t h e m o v e m e n t .

T h e N e w A g e p r e s s i s s a i d t o b e fl o u r i s h i n g . A l o n g w i t h a s i z e a b l e
national press, the past five years have seen a growth of regional New
Age publ icat ions, according to Carol Kramer, a long- t ime watcher of the
New Age press. Nationally, the NEW AGE JOURNAL (342 Western Ave,,
Br ighton, MA 02135. Bimonthly. $24 per year) is of ten considered the
flagsh ip magaz ine o f the New Age. But the myst ica l fo rms o f sp i r i tua l i ty
a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e N e w A g e a r e f e a t u r e d f a r l e s s t h a n h e a l t h a n d " w e l l -
b e i n g " t o p i c s . I n a r e c e n t a r t i c l e o n w r i t i n g s p i r i t u a l a u t o b i o g r a p h i e s .
C h r i s t i a n w r i t e r D a n W a k e fi e l d w a s f e a t u r e d m o r e t h a n a n y N e w A g e
practi t ioners. One observer of the New Age press told F&F that today the
j ou rna l o f f e r s mo re o f a t r ad i t i ona l l i be ra l pe r spec t i ve on soc i a l i s sues



t h a n a d i s t i n c t l y N e w A g e v i e w . E A S T W E S T ( 1 7 S t a t i o n S t . , B o x 1 2 0 0 ,
B r o o k l i n e , M A 0 2 1 4 7 . M o n t h l y $ 2 4 ) i s s a i d t o b e t h e o l d e s t o f t h e N e w A g e
p u b l i c a t i o n s , s t a r t e d i n t h e e a r l y 1 9 7 0 s . T h e m a g a z i n e h a s t h e m a i n s t r e a m
l o o k o f N e w A g e J o u r n a l , a n d h a s k e p t i t s l o n g - t i m e c o n c e r n w i t h t h e
r e l a t i o n o f s p i r i t u a l i t y a n d h e a l t h , w i t h t h e a c c e n t o n t h e l a t t e r ( t h e
h e a l t h e m p h a s i s a p p e a r s t o b e t h e s t r o n g e s t e l e m e n t i n t h e N e w A g e m i x
t o d a y ) .

R e a d e r s c a n g e t a b e t t e r u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h e d i v e r s i t y o f N e w A g e
p r a c t i c e s , t e c h n i q u e s a n d b e l i e f s t h r o u g h r e a d i n g t h e m a g a z i n e B O D Y M I N D
S P I R I T ( 2 2 5 H o p e S t . , P r o v i d e n c e , R I 0 2 9 0 6 . B i m o n t h l y . $ 1 5 ) . C o n s i d e r e d
o n e o f t h e l a r g e s t N e w A g e p u b l i c a t i o n s w i t h 1 5 0 , 0 0 0 s u b s c r i b e r s , t h e
m a g a z i n e f e a t u r e s t h e m o r e r e c o g n i z e d a n d c o m m e r c i a l i z e d f e a t u r e s o f t h e
N e w A g e — f r o m c r y s t a l s ( w h i c h h a v e b e e n l o s i n g t h e i r p o p u l a r i t y l a t e l y )
t o y o g a . T h e m a g a z i n e t a k e s a fi r s t - h a n d t e s t i m o n i a l a p p r o a c h t o t h e N e w
A g e . T h e B R A I N / M I N D B U L L E T I N ( 4 7 1 7 N . F i g u e r o a S t . , P. O . B o x 4 2 2 11 , L o s
A n g e l e s , O A 9 0 0 4 2 . M . $ 3 5 ) c o v e r s a n o t h e r p a r t o f t h e N e w A g e a s i t
m o n i t o r s c u r r e n t b r a i n - m i n d r e s e a r c h a n d i t s r e l a t i o n t o s p i r i t u a l i t y a n d
w h o l i s t i c h e a l t h ( f o r i n s t a n c e , i t r e c e n t l y r e p o r t e d o n t h e r e l a t i o n o f
s e l f - e s t e e m t o p h y s i c a l w e l l - b e i n g ) . T h e n e w s l e t t e r i s e d i t e d b y M a r i l y n
F e r g u s o n , o n e o f t h e a r c h i t e c t s o f t h e N e w A g e t h r o u g h h e r b o o k , " T h e
A q u a r i a n C o n s p i r a c y . "

T h e n e x t g r o u p i n g o f p u b l i c a t i o n s c a n b e c o n s i d e r e d t h e " s o f t " e n d o f t h e
N e w A g e i n t h a t t h e y f e a t u r e t h e s o c i a l i m p l i c a t i o n s o f s e v e r a l N e w A g e
i d e a s ( s u c h a s a h o l i s t i c v i e w o f l i f e ) r a t h e r t h a n t h e s p i r i t u a l
p r a c t i c e s a n d t e a c h i n g s o f m o r e p u r i s t N e w A g e g r o u p s . T h e U T N E R E A D E R
( 1 6 2 4 H a r m o n P I . , M i n n e a p o l i s , M N 5 5 4 0 3 . B i m o n t h . $ 2 4 ) d i g e s t s a r t i c l e s
f r o m o t h e r p u b l i c a t i o n s w i t h a n e y e t o w a r d s s o c i a l c h a n g e a s w e l l a s n o n -
t r a d i t i o n a l f o r m s o f s p i r i t u a l i t y . W h i l e t h e m a g a z i n e i s a g o o d p l a c e t o
fi n d i n f o r m a t i o n f r o m l e s s " m a i n s t r e a m " m e d i a , i t s s o c i a l a g e n d a i s a
b l e n d o f t h e p o l i t i c a l l e f t w i t h t h e N e w A g e . N E W O P T I O N S n e w s l e t t e r ( B o x
1 9 3 2 4 , W a s h i n g t o n , D C 2 0 0 3 6 . M . $ 2 5 ) p r e f e r s t h e l a b e l " p o s t - l i b e r a l , " a s
i t a t t e m p t s t o p r o v i d e a n a l t e r n a t i v e p o l i t i c a l p e r s p e c t i v e i n
W a s h i n g t o n . T h e n e w s l e t t e r , w h i c h p r o v i d e s a r u n n i n g a c c o u n t o f N e w A g e
o r g a n i z a t i o n s , h a s i t s e m p h a s i s o n e c o l o g y , a d e c e n t r a l i z e d e c o n o m y a n d a
g e n e r a l N e w A g e s p i r i t u a l i t y ( s u c h a s t h e i n t e r c o n n e c t e d n e s s o f a l l
t h i n g s ) t h a t b r i n g s i t c l o s e t o t h e G r e e n m o v e m e n t . T H E S U N ( 1 0 7 N .
R o b e r s o n S t . , C h a p e l H i l l , N C 2 7 5 1 6 . M . $ 2 8 ) i s a f a v o r i t e o f N e w A g e -
o r i e n t e d i n t e l l e c t u a l s a n d c o u l d b e c o n s i d e r e d t h e l i t e r a r y c o u n t e r p a r t
t o N e w O p t i o n s , a s i t f e a t u r e s e s s a y s , s h o r t s t o r i e s a n d p o e t r y t h a t a r e
n o n - t r a d i t i o n a l a n d u n p r e d i c t a b l e — f r o m a n a p p r e c i a t i o n o f t h e A m i s h t o
i n t e r v i e w s w i t h E a s t e r n r e l i g i o u s l e a d e r s .

M u c h o f t h e N e w A g e c a m e o u t o f t h e c o u n t e r - c u l t u r e o f t h e 1 9 6 0 s , b u t t h e
a b o v e p u b l i c a t i o n s h a v e m o v e d t o w a r d t h e s o c i a l m a i n s t r e a m . W h a t w o u l d b e
c o n s i d e r e d c o u n t e r - c u l t u r a l i n t h e m o v e m e n t t o d a y ? T h e W H O L E E A R T H R E V I E W
( B o x 3 8 , S a u s a l i t o , C A 9 4 9 6 6 . Q u a r t e r l y $ 2 0 ) c o u l d p r o v i d e p a r t o f t h e
a n s w e r , a s i t p r o v i d e s a c a t a l o g o f f r i n g e t r e n d s , i d e a s a n d p r o d u c t s
o f t e n r e l a t i n g t o e c o l o g y a n d n o n - t r a d i t i o n a l s p i r i t u a l i t y ( a l t h o u g h
t h e r e i s a r e c e n t e m p h a s i s o n h i g h - t e c h d e v e l o p m e n t s ) . T R A J E C T O R I E S
( P e r m a n e n t P r e s s , P. O . B o x 7 0 0 3 0 5 , S a n J o s e , C A 9 5 1 7 0 . Q . $ 2 0 ) h a s m o v e d
f a r a w a y f r o m t h e G r e e n e m p h a s i s , p r o m o t i n g w h a t i t c a l l s t h e " h e a d
r e v o l u t i o n . " E d i t e d b y w r i t e r a n d c u l t fi g u r e R o b e r t A n t o n W i l s o n ,
T r a j e c t o r i e s i s p a r t o f a g r o w i n g N e w A g e c o u n t e r c u l t u r e , a s i t
c o v e r s b r a i n m a c h i n e s , c o m p u t e r - g e n e r a t e d " v i r t u a l r e a l i t y " ( s e e
J u l y / A u g u s t R W ) a n d n e w p s y c h o - p h a r m e c e u t i c a l s t h a t c r e a t e m y s t i c a l
s t a t e s a n d c h a l l e n g e t r a d i t i o n a l b e l i e f s .


