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Wh i l e t h e c l o s i n g o f o l d d e ca d e s a n d t h e b e g i n n i n g o f n e w o n e s ma y n o t
always be a factor in shaping trends, it does appear that 1990 was a year
t h a t w i l l h a v e l o n g - r a n g e s i g n i fi c a n c e f o r a n u m b e r o f r e l i g i o u s i s s u e s .
A s o f t e n h a p p e n s i n t h e w o r l d o f r e l i g i o n , m a n y o f t h e e v e n t s a n d
developments of last year carrying such impact did not have much to do
w i th o rgan ized re l i g ion , a t l eas t on fi rs t appearance . I t shou ld be no ted
t h a t t h e f o l l o w i n g t r e n d s a r e n o t l i s t e d i n o r d e r o f i m p o r t a n c e . W h e n
app l i cab le , t he i ssues o f REL IG ION WATCH tha t have repo r ted such
d e v e l o p m e n t s a r e c i t e d a f t e r e a c h e n t r y .

1) Such 1990 events as the Gulf cr isis, the continuing changes in
E a s t e r n E u r o p e a n d t h e U S S R , a n d t h e r e u n i fi c a t i o n o f G e r m a n y a n d e v e n t u a l l y
E u r o p e h a v e r e v i v e d p r o p h e t i c f e r v o r a m o n g e v a n g e l i c a l s a n d o t h e r
c o n s e r v a t i v e C h r i s t i a n s . T h e r e n e w e d i n t e r e s t c a n b e s e e n i n s u c h
m a i n s t r e a m e v a n g e l i c a l l e a d e r s a s B i l l y G r a h a m - - w h o i n a r e c e n t L o n g
I s l a n d c r u s a d e R W a t t e n d e d l i n k e d t h e r i s e o f S a d d a m H u s s e i n w i t h t h e
b i b l i c a l p r o p h e c i e s o f t h e r e v i v a l o f a n c i e n t B a b y l o n i a - - a s w e l l a s i n
t h e r e i s s u i n g o f p r o p h e t i c l i t e r a t u r e - - f r o m H a l L i n d s e y t o N o s t r a d a m u s - -
p red ic t i ng the end t imes . The p rophe t i c concern i s l i ke l y to i n tens i f y
w i t h t h e a p p r o a c h o f t h e t h i r d m i l l e n i u m , p o s s i b l y e c l i p s i n g t h e s o c i a l
i n v o l v e m e n t o f s o m e f u n d a m e n t a l i s t s a n d e v a n g e l i c a l s , e s p e c i a l l y t h o s e o f
premil lenial leanings, (see January, December 7990 issues of RW)

2 ) L a s t y e a r ' s n e w s a l s o s i g n a l l e d a n e w a n d u n c e r t a i n c l i m a t e f o r t h e
s o c i a l a c t i v i s m o f t h e r e l i g i o u s l e f t . S u c h i t e m s o n t h e r e l i g i o u s l e f t
agenda as ant i -apar theid act iv ism, nuc lear d isarmament , the suppor t for
t h e S a n d i n i s t a s i n N i c a r a g u a , a n d t h e a d o p t i o n o f M a r x i s m i n v a r i o u s k i n d s
o f l i b e r a t i o n t h e o l o g y , l o s t m u c h o f t h e i r c u r r e n c y a s b u r n i n g i s s u e s
d u r i n g t h e y e a r ' s r a p i d c h a n g e s . T h e c a l l f o r p e a c e i n t h e G u l f c o n fl i c t
a n d e c o l o g y a p p e a r t o b e t w o i s s u e s t h a t w i l l i n c r e a s i n g l y fi n d r e l i g i o u s
l e f t s u p p o r t . B u t s u c h i n v o l v e m e n t m a y s p a r k l e s s o f t h e s h a r p
c o n fl i c t s b e t w e e n r e l i g i o u s l e f t a n d r i g h t t h a t o c c u r r e d
du r ing the 1980s . (November, December )

3 ) W h i l e i t w a s d i f fi c u l t t o h a z a r d f o r e c a s t s o f t h e r e l i g i o u s s i t u a t i o n
i n E a s t e r n E u r o p e a n d t h e S o v i e t U n i o n a y e a r a g o , t h e p i c t u r e t h a t
emerged a t 1990 's end is c learer, i f no less pred ic tab le . Centur ies-o ld
r e l i g i o u s i s s u e s t h a t c o m m u n i s m p u t i n t o a d e e p f r e e z e a p p e a r t o b e
r e v i v i n g i n t h e r e g i o n : E a s t e r n O r t h o d o x - R o m a n C a t h o l i c - P r o t e s t a n t
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c o m p e t i t i o n a n d c o n fl i c t ; r e l i g i o u s i n fl u e n c e u s e d t o b o l s t e r
n a t i o n a l i s m a n d , i n s o m e c a s e s , a n t i - S e m i t i s m ; c o n fl i c t s b e t w e e n
t h o s e w a n t i n g s t r i c t s e p a r a t i o n o f c h u r c h a n d s t a t e a n d o t h e r s
press ing fo r a s t ronger re l ig ious p resense in pub l i c l i fe . One new issue^^
e m e r g i n g i s t h e g r o w i n g W e s t e r n r e l i g i o u s i n fl u e n c e i n E a s t e r n E u r o p e a n ^
t h e U S S R - - t h r o u g h b o t h We s t e r n e v a n g e l i c a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s a n d n e w
r e l i g i o u s m o v e m e n t s ( s e e p a g e 6 ) - - a n d w h e t h e r t h e f a i t h s n a t i v e t o t h e
r e g i o n c a n m a i n t a i n a f o l l o w i n g ( m a n y o f w h o m a r e r e p o r t e d t o b e
r e l i g i o u s l y i l l i t e r a t e ) w i t h s u c h c o m p e t i t i o n . ( F e b r u a r y , M a y , J u l y -
A u g u s t , S e p t e m b e r , O c t o b e r )

4 ) L a s t y e a r R W f o r e c a s t e d t h a t a s c h i s m i n t h e S o u t h e r n B a p t i s t
C o n v e n t i o n w i l l n o t t a k e p l a c e a n y t i m e s o o n , b u t t h a t m a y h a v e t o b e
r e v i s e d f o r 1 9 9 1 . T h a t t h e b a t t l e b e t w e e n m o d e r a t e s a n d c o n s e r v a t i v e s i n
the SBC has been won by the la t te r camp has been obv ious fo r the pas t few
y e a r s . B u t l a s t y e a r a l s o s a w m o d e r a t e s s e t u p a f u n d i n g p r o g r a m t o
e n a b l e c o n g r e g a t i o n s t o s e n d m o n e y d i r e c t l y t o m i s s i o n a r y w o r k a n d o t h e r
m i n i s t r i e s , b y p a s s i n g c o n s e r v a t i v e - d o m i n a t e d d e n o m i n a t i o n a l s t r u c t u r e s - -
a l a r g e s t e p t o w a r d a c t u a l s c h i s m , a c c o r d i n g t o b o t h m o d e r a t e a n d
c o n s e r v a t i v e o b s e r v e r s . A s t r a t e g y m e e t i n g o f m o d e r a t e s t h i s s p r i n g i n
A t l a n t a w i l l p r o v i d e t h e s t r o n g e s t i n d i c a t i o n o f w h e t h e r a n o f fi c i a l
s p l i t w i l l t a k e p l a c e i n t h e n a t i o n ' s l a r g e s t P r o t e s t a n t d e n o m i n a t i o n .

5 ) A n e w a n d p o t e n t i a l l y d i v i s i v e w i n g o f t h e N e w A g e m o v e m e n t c a m e i n t o
p r o m i n e n c e l a s t y e a r t h a t s t r e s s e d a b l e n d i n g o f m y s t i c i s m w i t h
t e c h n o l o g y. T h r o u g h s u c h n e w t e c h n o l o g y a s v i r t u a l r e a l i t y, w h i c h e n a b l e s
c o m p u t e r u s e r s t o c r e a t e t h e i r o w n i m a g i n a r y w o r l d s , v a r i o u s k i n d s o f
b r a i n m a c h i n e s , a n d n e w f o r m s o f p s y c h o - p h a r m a c e u t i c a l s ( o f t e n d e r i v e d f r o m
natural plants), this phenomenon has been called the psychedelic movemen^^^
of the 1990s. While this development can be viewed as just another compc/^nt
o f t h e m u l t i - f a c e t e d N e w A g e , s u c h m o v e m e n t v e t e r a n s a s W i l l i a m I r w i n
T h o m p s o n h a s s h a r p l y c r i t i c i z e d t h e n e w " t e c h n o - m y s t i c i s m " a s a d e v i a t i o n
t h a t w o u l d t a k e N e w A g e r s a w a y f r o m t h e i r o r i g i n a l " e a r t h - b a s e d "
c o n c e r n s , s u c h a s e c o l o g y a n d g l o b a l h a r m o n y. ( J u l y - A u g u s t )

6 ) T h e g e n e r a l d i s c o n t e n t w i t h I s r a e l a m o n g U . S . J e w s h a s s h o w n u p i n
t h e p o l l s f o r t h e l a s t fi v e y e a r s , b u t s u c h 1 9 9 0 e v e n t s a s t h e u l t r a -
O r t h o d o x l e a d e r s h i p g a i n s i n t h e n e w I s r a e l i a d m i n i s t r a t i o n a n d r e v i v e d
I s r a e l i - P a l e s t i n i a n v i o l e n c e h e l p e d b r i n g t h a t s e n s e o f a l i e n a t i o n i n t o
s e c t o r s o f t h e J e w i s h l e a d e r s h i p . T h i s d e v e l o p m e n t h a s r e s u l t e d i n
r e v i s i o n s o f I s r a e l ' s c e n t r a l p l a c e i n A m e r i c a n J e w i s h l i f e a n d c a l l s f o r
a J u d a i s m t h a t e m p h a s i z e s s p i r i t u a l i t y , [ b u t i t s h o u l d b e n o t e d t h a t t h e
e s c a l a t i o n o f t h e G u l f c r i s i s m a y b r i n g a r e n e w a l o f c o n c e r n f o r I s r a e l ' s
s u r v i v a l ] . ( N o v e m b e r )

AMERICAN SEMI NI ARIES OFFERING MORE, ATTRACTING LESS QUALIFIED?
A m e r i c a n s e m i n a r i e s a c r o s s t h e t h e o l o g i c a l s p e c t r u m a r e r e c o v e r i n g
s p i r i t u a l i t y a n d i n t r o d u c i n g n e w c r o s s - c u 1 t u r a l p r o g r a m s , w h i l e d r a w i n g
s t u d e n t s o f l e s s c a l i b e r t h a n i n p r e v i o u s g e n e r a t i o n s . T h o s e w e r e a f e w
o f t h e fi n d i n g s o f a 2 0 - p a g e c o v e r s t o r y o n U . S . s e m i n a r i e s i n t h e
A t l a n t i c M o n t h I v ( D e c e m b e r ) . W r i t e r P a u l W i l k e s v i s i t e d 1 5 s e m i n a r i e s o f
J e w i s h , C a t h o l i c , a n d m a i n l i n e a n d e v a n g e l i c a l P r o t e s t a n t o r i e n t a t i o n sand found most of the schools struggling with common concerns. Seminari^»^
t o d a y a r e " c o n s i d e r a b l y l e s s d e m a n d i n g o f a p p l i c a n t s t h a n t h e y w e r e i n
t h e p a s t . . . D e a n a f t e r d e a n a d m i t s t h a t s e m i n a r i e s a r e g e t t i n g p r e c i o u s
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few of those ranked in the top reaches of their undergraduate classes,
Wilkes writes. He adds that one researcher found that many seminary
students are not self-starters; "the energy level is shockingly low," he

^says. The influx of women to many seminaries has increased the prestige
of schools. One recent study showed that women aged 20-24 entering
seminar ies in a l l denominat ions scored twenty points h igher in the
quantitative section of the Graduate Record Exam than men in the same age
group. In contrast, women in professions other than the ministry score on
the average eighty points lower than men on this portion of the GRE.
Wilkes also reports a de-emphasis on theology in the seminaries and an
emphasis on specialized and practical programs on a wide range of
s u b j e c t s .

"Christian seminarians today are far more conversant with Hindu and Muslim
beliefs than their counterparts were in the past; cross-cultural ism is
definitely in," he writes. At the Interdenominational Training Center in
Atlanta, which trains nearly one in five black church clerics, Wilkes
found a concern for scholarship, whi le the "rhetor ic of the 1960s and
1970s [of black revolution-based theology] has been relegated to the
basement of memory, a hammer that felt good to wield but didn't pound
enough nails." He notes that the most divisive and explosive issue at the
seminar ies is homosexual i ty- - and not only on the issue of the ord inat ion
of homosexuals. "Of those theological schools that have been most open to
gays, many have found that gay faculty and students have in turn
attempted to influence curriculum, faculty appointments, and other
m a t t e r s . G i v e n a l l t h e o t h e r d i f fi c u l t i e s t h a t s e m i n a r i e s f a c e , t h e
possibility of a 'gay veto' is not an issue that most schools are eager
t o t a k e o n . " W i l k e s s e e s a g r o w i n g i n t e r e s t i n s p i r i t u a l i t y a m o n g

^ seminariajns and a widening generation gap resulting between these
spir i tual "seekers" and their more radical pol i t ical ly-or iented
professors who came of age during the late 60s and 70s. But he concludes
tha t the "be l ie fs and prac t i ces o f seminary teachers a re inc reas ing ly
important in theological education now that it is becoming clear that a
bril l iant faculty of agnostics may produce some interesting...scho1arship
but wi l l do l i t t le to shape men and women for careers in the minist ry."
(Atlantic Monthy, 8 Arlington St., Boston, MA 02116)

DECODING THE HUMAN GEONOME PROJECT'S IMPACT ON RELIGION
The Human Geonome project is fast becoming one of the most widely hailed
s c i e n t i fi c e n d e a v o r s i n r e c e n t y e a r s - - a f a c t t h a t t h e r e l i g i o u s
community is recognizing as it prepares for the challenges and questions
invo l ved i n t he con t rove rs i a l r esea rch p rog ram. The Human Geonome
Project, now government-sponsored through the National Institute of
Health and the Department of Energy, attempts to "map" the 50,000 to
100,000 genes that make up the genetic endowment of humans, with such a
listing eventually providing a guide to improving faulty genes (such as
restoring the genes causing cystic fibrosis). In the Christian Century
magazine (October 3), Ann Lammers and Ted- Peters write that the Human
Geonome Project will raise important theological questions. The
possibility that people can reorder their genetic code? will challenge
believers on such issues as the relationship between divine and human
creation and whether humans can be considered "co-creators" with God.
The challenges will also be coming from sociobiology (a field of science
t h a t h o l d s t h a t b e h a v i o r a n d b e l i e f a r e i n fl u e n c e d b y
biology), which has recently attempted to account for the rise of human
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cu l tu re and re l ig ious va lues , such as a l t ru ism, th rough genet i c
i n f 1 u e n c e .

I n h i s news le t te r Con tex t (December 1 ) , Mar t i n E . Mar ty, a h i s to r i an and ^
in te rp re te r o f Amer i can re l i g i on , no tes tha t more spec i fic i ssues ra i sed
by the Human Geonome Project for the religious community would include
the concern about the spectre of eugenics-- which, in the mold of Nazi
Germany, would at tempt to eradicate " in fer ior" genes and create "per fect
i nd iv idua ls . " Mar ty adds tha t the p ro jec t w i l l become a " j us t i ce " i ssue
f o r c h u r c h e s a n d s y n a g o g u e s , a s t h e y " s t e p u p a c t i v i t i e s a f t e r t h e H u m a n
Geonome Pro jec t issues more and more o f i ts map and more peop le are
s c r e e n e d a n d t e s t e d . " H e s e e s n e w u n d e r c l a s s e s b e i n g f o r m e d b e c a u s e o f
p o s s i b l e " g e n e t i c d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , " s u c h a s w h e n p e o p l e a r e p a s s e d o v e r
f o r j o b s b e c a u s e o f i n f e r i o r g e n e s . T h e c o n t r o v e r s i e s o v e r a b o r t i o n i n
t h e r e l i g i o u s c o m m u n i t y " c a n o n l y g r o w " a f t e r t h e G e o n o m e P r o j e c t , M a r t y
w r i t e s . " T h o s e w h o o p p o s e a b o r t i o n w i l l b e u n d e r t r e m e n d o u s n e w p r e s s u r e
f r o m o t h e r t a x p a y e r s a n d f r o m h e a l t h - c a r e p r o v i d e r s n o t t o b r i n g t o t e r m
a f e t u s t h a t w i l l i s s u e i n a p e r s o n w h o s u f f e r s a l i f e t i m e o f i l l n e s s .
M e a n w h i l e t h e a n t i - a b o r t i o n p e o p l e h a v e g o o d r e a s o n t o f e a r a g r e a t
i n c r e a s e i n t h e n u m b e r s o f a b o r t i o n s c h o s e n b y p a r e n t s w h o w a n t " p e r f e c t '
c h i l d r e n . * " ( C h r i s t i a n C e n t u r y , 2 0 7 S . D e a r b o r n S t . , C h i c a g o , I L 6 0 6 0 5 ;
C o n t e x t , 2 0 5 W. M o n r o e S t . , C h i c a g o , I L 6 0 6 0 6 )

CHRISTIAN SCIENTIST MEDIA PROJECTS FALTERING
T h e t u r m o i l a n d d i v i s i o n t h a t C h r i s t i a n S c i e n t i s t s h a v e u n d e r g o n e i n
r e c e n t y e a r s o v e r t h e c h u r c h ' s l a r g e i n v e s t m e n t i n t h e m a s s m e d i a m a y b e
i n t e n s i f y i n g a s t h e s e m e d i a p r o j e c t s f a c e s h a r p fi n a n c i a l d e c l i n e . T h e -
February "89 RW noted that Christian Scientists were increasingly divided ^
o v e r t h e d e n o m i n a t i o n ' s e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f t h e W o r l d M o n i t o r m a g a z i n e a n d
t e l e v i s i o n s h o w, w i t h s o m e d i s s e n t e r s c l a i m i n g t h a t t h i s m e d i a i g n o r e s
a n d e v e n c o n t r a d i c t s C h r i s t i a n S c i e n c e ' s h e a l i n g m i s s i o n w h i l e s t r e s s i n g
p u b l i c r e l a t i o n s . T h e i n d e p e n d e n t q u a r t e r l y C h r i s t i a n S c i e n t i s t
n e w s l e t t e r . T h e B a n n e r ( O c t o b e r ) , r e p o r t s t h a t t h e c h u r c h ' s m e d i a
o p e r a t i o n s l o s t $ 5 7 m i l l i o n l a s t y e a r w i t h r e v e n u e s o f j u s t $ 3 0 m i l l i o n .
L o s s e s t h i s y e a r a r e e x p e c t e d t o b e $ 5 0 m i l l i o n . C i t i n g a r e p o r t
o r i g i n a l l y i n F o r b e s m a g a z i n e , t h e n e w s l e t t e r n o t e s t h a t t h e n e w c o l o r
v e r s i o n o f t h e C h r i s t i a n S c i e n c e M o n i t o r , w h i c h n o w c a r r i e s l e s s h a r d n e w s ,
h a s f a l l e n f r o m 1 6 7 , 0 0 0 s u b s c r i b e r s i n J a n u a r y 1 9 8 9 t o j u s t 1 1 5 , 0 0 0
t o d a y . T h e c h u r c h ' s t e l e v i s i o n v e n t u r e s l a s t y e a r l o s t $ 2 0 m i l l i o n a n d
w i l l l o s e $ 3 0 m i l l i o n m o r e t h i s y e a r . T h e F o r b e s a r t i c l e c o n c l u d e s b y
asking, "How long can a non-profit institution with a public service^
p h i l o s o p h y a f f o r d t o i g n o r e t h e u n f o r g i v i n g l a w s o f t h e m a r k e t p l a c e ? " B u t
C h r i s t i a n S c i e n c e b o a r d c h a i r m a n H a r v e y Wo o d s a y s h e i s n o t " b e l e a g u e r e d "
b u t r a t h e r c h a l l e n g e d b y t h e fi n a n c i a l l o s s e s , a d d i n g t h a t n u m b e r s a r e n o
i n d i c a t i o n o f t h e c h u r c h ' s v i t a l i t y . ( T h e B a n n e r , 2 0 4 0 H a z e l A v e . ,
Z a n e s v i l l e , O H 4 3 7 0 1 )

CURRENT RESEARCH: RECENT FINDINGS ON RELIGIOUS BEHAVIOR AND BELIEFS
♦ F i v e o f t h e t o p t e n o r g a n i z a t i o n s r a t e d a s t h e m o s t t r u s t w o r t h y t o
r e c e i v e c h a r i t a b l e c o n t r i b u t i o n s a r e r e l i g i o u s l y - c o n n e c t e d , a c c o r d i n g t o
M o n e v m a g a z i n e ( D e c e m b e r ) . T h e m a g a z i n e r a t e d 1 0 0 o r g a n i z a t i o n s b a s e d o n
t h e p e r c e n t a g e o f f u n d s r a i s e d i n 1 9 8 9 t h a t " a c t u a l l y w e n t t o w a r d g o o d
w o r k s . " T h e t o p t h r e e o n t h e l i s t a r e C h r i s t i a n : I n t e r c h u r c h M e d i c a l
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A s s i s t a n c e o f N e w W i n d s o r , M d . , M A P i n t e r n a t i o n a l o f B r u n s w i c k , G a . , a n d
L u t h e r a n W o r l d R e l i e f . I n s i x t h p l a c e w a s C a t h o l i c R e l i e f S e r v i c e s , a n d

^^in tenth was United Jewish Appeal. The magazine noted that numbers aren't
t h e o n l y g u i d e t o a c h a r i t y ' s p e r f o r m a n c e , s i n c e s o m e o r g a n i z a t i o n s m a y
h a v e l e g i t i m a t e r e a s o n s f o r s p e n d i n g w h a t m a y a p p e a r t o b e s m a l l
p e r c e n t a g e s o f t h e i r i n c o m e . ( M o n e y, T i m e & L i f e B l d g , R o c k e f e l l e r
Center, New York , NY 10020)

* " C h a r i t a b l e g i v i n g a n d v o l u n t e e r i s m a r e o n t h e r i s e i n t h e [ U . S . ] ,
t h a n k s l a r g e l y t o t h e g e n e r o u s c h a r a c t e r o f r e l i g i o u s p e o p l e , " a c c o r d i n g
t o C h r i s t i a n i t v To d a v m a g a z i n e ( N o v e m b e r 1 9 ) . T h e m a g a z i n e c i t e s a j o i n t
s u r v e y b y t h e I n d e p e n d e n t S e c t o r a n d t h e G a l l u p O r g a n i z a t i o n , w h i c h
f o u n d t h a t 7 5 p e r c e n t o f A m e r i c a n h o u s e h o l d s a r e c o n t r i b u t i n g a n a v e r a g e
o f $ 7 3 4 a n n u a l l y t o c h a r i t a b l e c a u s e s . T h a t d o l l a r fi g u r e r e p r e s e n t s a 2 0
percent increase (af ter inflat ion) f rom two years ago. The number of
A m e r i c a n s v o l u n t e e r i n g f o r c h a r i t a b l e w o r k i s a t 9 8 m i l l i o n , u p 2 3
percent f rom 1987. I t was found that 80 percent o f those a ffi l ia ted wi th
re l ig ious o rgan iza t ions repor ted househo ld g iv ing to char i t y and near l y
6 0 p e r c e n t v o l u n t e e r e d . P e o p l e w h o r e g u l a r l y a t t e n d e d r e l i g i o u s
s e r v i c e s w e r e f a r m o r e l i k e l y t o g i v e t o c h a r i t y , a n d i t w a s f o u n d t h a t
43 percen t o f a l l g i ve rs sa id such "behav io r met the i r re l i g ious be l ie fs
o r c o m m i t m e n t . " T h o s e l i s t i n g s u c h m o t i v e s w e r e a l s o s i g n i fi c a n t l y a b o v e
t h e n a t i o n a l g i v i n g a v e r a g e . " ( C h r i s t i a m ' t y To d a y, 4 6 5 G u n d e r s e n D r . ,
C a r o l S t r e a m , I L 6 0 1 8 7 )

* I n t e r e s t i n t h e t r a d i t i o n a l L a t i n M a s s a p p e a r s t o b e g r o w i n g a m o n g
A m e r i c a n C a t h o l i c s , a c c o r d i n g t o a r e c e n t G a l l u p p o l l r e p o r t e d i n T h e
Remnant (November 30), a t radi t ional ist Cathol ic newspaper. The pol l
s h o w e d t h a t 7 6 p e r c e n t o f U . S . C a t h o l i c s w o u l d a t t e n d a t r a d i t i o n a l L a t i n
M a s s a t l e a s t p a r t o f t h e t i m e i f i t w e r e c e l e b r a t e d o n a l l S u n d a y s a n d
h o l y d a y s i n o r n e a r t h e i r p a r i s h . I n c o m p a r i n g t h e s e fi n d i n g s w i t h a
1984 poll on the same subject conducted by the Gallup Organization, i t
w a s f o u n d t h a t 5 3 p e r c e n t w o u l d a t t e n d s u c h t r a d i t i o n a l M a s s e s i f t h e y
w e r e a v a i l a b l e . A m o n g t h e r e s p o n d e n t s w h o i n d i c a t e d t h a t t h e y w o u l d
a t t e n d t h e L a t i n M a s s i n t h e r e c e n t p o l l , e i g h t p e r c e n t s a i d t h e y w o u l d
a t t e n d i t e x c l u s i v e l y , 1 7 p e r c e n t s a i d f r e q u e n t l y a n d 5 1 p e r c e n t w o u l d g o
t o s u c h s e r v i c e s o c c a s i o n a l l y. A l t h o u g h L a t i n M a s s e s a r e n o w p e r m i t t e d i n
the U.S., 71 percent of respondents did not know they had the r ight to
pet i t ion the i r loca l b ishop for such serv ices. (The Remnant , 2539
Mor r i s i on Ave . , S t . Pau l , MN 55117 )

* "On ly abou t 60 percen t o f the members o f the new Congress a re
t r a d i t i o n a l P r o t e s t a n t s , b r o a d l y d e fi n e d , c o m p a r e d t o 7 7 p e r c e n t i n
1960," reports the Nat ional & Internat ional Rel ig ion Report (December 3) .
T h e c o n g r e s s i o n a l r e l i g i o i u s a f fi l i a t i o n fi g u r e s a n d t r e n d s o f t e n
r e fl e c t t h e c h a n g i n g r e l i g i o u s l a n d s c a p e o f t h e n a t i o n , a c c o r d i n g t o
v e t e r a n e l e c t i o n a n a l y s t A l b e r t J . M e n e n d e z , w h o c o n d u c t e d t h e s u r v e y.
T h e r e a r e n o w 3 0 u n s p e c i fi e d P r o t e s t a n t m e m b e r s o f b o t h h o u s e s , w h i c h
represents an increasing number who are Protestant but who do not
ident i fy wi th a par t icu lar denominat ion. Menendez a lso notes that the 41-
member Jewish cont ingent is at a record h igh. (Nat ional & Internat ional
Religion Report, P.O. Box 21433, Roanoke, VA 24018)

A ♦ Many of the traditions abandoned by Reform Judaism, the most liberal of' the Jewish denominat ions, "are coming back in to vogue," accord ing to the
New York Times (December 1). In a survey of 425 Reform Jewish
congregations it was found that yarmulkes are provided at 59 percent of
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t h e m , a n d v i r t u a l l y a l l r e p o r t t h a t t h e y l i g h t S a b b a t h c a n d l e s
be fo re F r iday n igh t se rv i ce . Rabb i San fo rd Se l t ze r, d i rec to r o f the
study, which was conducted by the Union of Hebrew Congregations and the
Central Conference of American Rabbis, said the responses "would appear
to confirm anecdota l repor ts" o f a re turn to t rad i t ion in many Reform
c o n g r e g a t i o n s . B u t h e a d d e d t h a t t h i s t r e n d d o e s n o t m a r k a " r e t u r n t o
Orthodoxy," but rather a quest for "new dimensions of spirituality."

NEW RELIGIOUS MOVEMENTS INCREASINGLY IMPORTED TO EASTERN EUROPE, USSR
L a s t y e a r ' s r e v o l u t i o n s a n d p o l i t i c a l c h a n g e s i n E a s t e r n E u r o p e a n d t h e
U S S R h a v e e n c o u r a g e d a g r o w t h o f n e w r e l i g i o u s m o v e m e n t s i n t h e r e g i o n .
T h e C h r i s t i a n R e s e a r c h N e w s l e t t e r ( O c t o b e r / N o v e m b e r ) , a p u b l i c a t i o n o f
t h e a n t i - c u l t i s t C h r i s t i a n R e s e a r c h I n s t i t u t e , s u r v e y s t h e r e g i o n a n d
fi n d s : S c i e n t o l o g y g r o u p s a c t i v e i n H u n g a r y , E a s t G e r m a n y ( n o w u n i t e d
G e r m a n y ) , P o l a n d a n d B u l g a r i a ; t h e h e a d o f t h e f a s t - g r o w i n g a n d
c o n t r o v e r s i a l N i c h i r e n S h o s h u B u d d h i s t o r g a n i z a t i o n , k n o w n i n t h e W e s t a s
S o k a G a k k a i , m e t f o r t h e fi r s t t i m e w i t h M i k h a i l G o r b a c h e v l a s t s u m m e r
f o r a " h u m a n i s t i c d i a l o g u e . " A t t h e s a m e t i m e S o k a G a k k a i l e a d e r s f a n n e d
o u t t o c o n f e r w i t h a v a r i e t y o f S o v i e t e d u c a t i o n a l a n d c u l t u r a l l e a d e r s .
R a i s a G o r b a c h e v p l a n s t o v i s i t t h e g r o u p ' s c o l l e g e f o r w o m e n w h e n
t r a v e l i n g i n J a p e n t h i s s p r i n g . M e a n w h i l e , W e r n e r E r h a r d , f a t h e r o f e s t
a n d i t s l a t e s t i n c a r n a t i o n , T h e F o r u m , h a s b e e n h i r e d b y S o v i e t o f fi c i a l s
t o h o s t a s e r i e s o f m a n a g e m e n t s e m i n a r s d u b b e d a " p e r e s t r o i k a
[ r e s t r u c t u r i n g ] o f o u r b r a i n s . " E r h a r d i s s a i d t o h a v e b e c o m e a n
" i n t e l l e c t u a l h e r o " t o d o z e n s o f S o v i e t o f fi c i a l s e a r l i e r t h i s y e a r w h e n
h e s p o k e i n M o s c o w t o b u s i n e s s m e n , e c o n o m i s t s a n d p h i l o s o p h e r s .

I n S o v i e t A r m e n i a , o v e r 1 2 , 0 0 0 p e o p l e a r e n o w p r a c t i c i n g T r a n s c e n d e n t a l
M e d i t a t i o n s i n c e i t w a s i n t r o d u c e d i n t h e r e g i o n f o u r m o n t h s a g o . S u c h
g r o u p s a s t h e M o r m o n s a n d t h e H a r e K r i s h n a s h a v e g a i n e d r e l i g i o u s f r e e d o m
i n t h e S o v i e t U n i o n , w i t h t h e l a t t e r g r o u p e s t a b l i s h i n g a b r a n c h i n
L e n i n g r a d a f t e r t h r e e y e a r s o f e f f o r t s t o o b t a i n l e g a l r e c o g n i t i o n .
M o r m o n i s m i s e s p e c i a l l y a t t r a c t i n g r e c e n t S o v i e t a t t e n t i o n , i f n o t
a d h e r e n t s y e t . T h e c u r r e n t i s s u e o f t h e I n d e p e n d e n t M o r m o n m a g a z i n e ,
S u n s t o n e ( A u g u s t ) , r e p o r t s t h a t a S o v i e t fi l m a k e r w a s r e c e n t l y i n S a l t
L a k e C i t y p r e p a r i n g a s t o r y o n M o r m o n i s m b e c a u s e o f a n i n t e r e s t t h e
c h u r c h ' s g r o w t h a n d p o p u l a r i t y i n t h e U S S R . B u t h e a d d e d t h a t S o v i e t s
m i g h t b e s l o w t o a c c e p t a r e l i g i o n l i k e M o r m o n i s m b e c a u s e o f t h e l i m i t s
i t p u t s o n o n e ' s f r e e d o m . " I a m 3 9 y e a r s o l d a n d a l l m y l i f e I h a v e f e l t
l i m i t e d i n f r e e d o m i n s i d e . I f e e l C h r i s t i a n p r i n c i p l e s a r e i m p o r t a n t , b u t
I d o n o t w a n t t o g o t o c h u r c h b e c a u s e i t i s t o o l i m i t i n g i n f r e e d o m , " h e
s a i d . T h e fi l m a k e r a d d e d t h a t t h i s a t t i t u d e , w h i c h i s s h a r e d b y m a n y
S o v i e t s , m a y c h a n g e o v e r t i m e a s p e o p l e a r e e x p o s e d t o d i f f e r e n t
r e l i g i o u s l i f e s t y l e s . ( C h r i s t i a n R e s e a r c h N e w s l e t t e r , P . O . B o x 5 0 0 , S a n
J u a n C a p i s t r a n o , O A 9 2 6 9 3 ; S u n s t o n e , 3 3 1 S o u t h R i o G r a n d e S t . , S u i t e 3 0 ,
S a l t L a k e C i t y , U T 8 4 1 0 1 - 1 1 3 6 )

CONSERVATIVE CALVIN I ST MOVEMENT GROWING IN NETHERLANDS
T h e r e i s a g r o w i n g c o n s e r v a t i v e m o v e m e n t i n H o l l a n d ' s l a r g e s t C a l v i n s t
c h u r c h b o d y , t h e H e r v o r m d e K e r k , a c c o r d i n g t o t h e R e l i g i o n & S o c i e t v
R e p o r t ( D e c e m b e r ) , a n e w s l e t t e r o f t h e c o n s e r v a t i v e R o c k f o r d I n s t i t u t e ' s
C e n t e r o n R e l i g i o n & S o c i e t y . A b o u t 4 0 0 o f t h e d e n o m i n a t i o n ' s 2 , 5 0 0
c o n g r e g a t i o n s h a v e " j o i n e d s o m e t h i n g c a l l e d t h e R e f o r m i e r t e B u n d , a k i n d
o f c h u r c h w i t h i n a c h u r c h , c o m m i t t e d t o a c c e p t i n g w i t h o u t r e s e r v a t i o n t h e
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classic documents of the Reformed faith, such as the Heidelberg
^ Catechism." The newsletter adds, "in contrast to France, Switzerland, andWest Germany, which are extremely secularized with only a small

percentage of the populat ion in any sense act ive ly Chr is t ian, people inthe Netherlands are divided into two camps, one strongly Christian, the
o t h e r ' l i b e r a l ' t o t h e p o i n t o f b e i n g e n e r g e t i c a l l y a n t i - C h r i s t i a n . " O n a
visit to one small town church involved in the Reformierte Bund, an
editor of a Swiss Christian newspaper found most of its members were
under 35 and at tendance was up to 1,000-- "a figure v i r tual ly wi thout
p a r a l l e l i n a n y b i g - c i t y c h u r c h i n E u r o p e . " H e a d d s t h a t m o s t o f t h e s e
c h u r c h e s t e n d t o w a r d a " c e r t a i n C a l v i n i s t i c p i e t i s m . . . T h e r e s u l t i s t h a t
the churches more or less ignore the fundamental ant i -Christ ian changes
t h a t a r e t a k i n g p l a c e i n s o c i e t y. " B u t t h i s s i l e n c e " i s n o t l i k e l y t o
las t long" in the face o f inc reas ing secu lar ism in Dutch soc ie ty.
(Rel igion & Society Report, 934 N, Main St. , Rockford, IL 61103)

CULTURAL DIVIDE STILL EXISTING FOR GERMANY'S CHURCHES
W h i l e E a s t a n d W e s t G e r m a n y m a y h a v e r e u n i fi e d , t h e c h u r c h e s t h e r e a r e
s t i l l e x p e r i e n c i n g s u b s t a n t i a l d i f f e r e n c e s , a c c o r d i n g t o T h e
L u t h e r a n m a g a z i n e ( N o v e m b e r 2 8 ) , t h e p u b l i c a t i o n o f t h e E v a n g e l i c a l
Lu the ran Chu rch i n Amer i ca . The Evange l i ca l Chu rch i n Ge rmany (EKD) i n
t h e E a s t i s b e c o m i n g m o r e c r i t i c a l o f r e u n i fi c a t i o n a s i t h a s r e a l i z e d
t h a t i t s s t r o n g s e 1 f - i d e n t i t y m a y b e d i l u t e d i n t h i s p r o c e s s , w r i t e s B i l l
Yo d e r . T h e E K D w a s a g a l v i n i z i n g f o r c e f o r d i s s e n t i n t h e c o u n t r y , b u t i t
a l s o s a w i t s e l f a s a c h u r c h t h a t o p e r a t e d o n a " s m a l 1 - b u t - b e a u t i f u 1 "
p h i l o s o p h y t h a t w a s c r i t i c a l o f W e s t e r n c a p i t i a l i s m a n d c o n s u m e r i s m .
"East German believers have regarded themselves as 'poor but purer' than
t h e i r We s t G e r m a n c o 11 e a g u e s . . . E a s t G e r m a n s c h e r i s h e d t h e i r s p e c i a l
c o n t a c t s t o c h u r c h e s i n d e v e l o p i n g s o c i a l i s t c o u n t r i e s , s u c h a s C u b a a n d
N i c a r a g u a . A m i s s i o n s e x e c u t i v e i n E a s t B e r l i n f e a r s t h a t h i s m i s s i o n ' s
r e l a t i o n s h i p t o t h e G e r m a n - f o u n d e d Ta n z a n i a n c h u r c h w i l l c h a n g e
d r a m a t i c a l l y [ u n d e r t h e r e u n i fi c a t i o n ] , " Yo d e r w r i t e s . E s p e c i a l l y a t
i s s u e n o w i s t h a t t h e E K D i n E a s t G e r m a n y w i l l b e e x p e c t e d t o f o l l o w t h e
W e s t e r n c h u r c h e s a n d " d r o p i t s r e s i s t a n c e t o s t a t e - c o l l e c t e d c h u r c h
t a x e s , a b o v e a v e r a g e s a l a r i e s f o r c l e r g y a n d m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e b y
C h r i s t i a n s . T h e E a s t r e g a r d s i t s m u c h - t r e a s u r e d c r e d i b i l i t y t o b e a t
s t a k e . "

i n v i e w o f t h e s e b e l i e f s . E a s t G e r m a n C h r i s t i a n - D e m o c r a t i c p o l i t i c i a n a n d
E K D m i n i s t e r , t h e R e v. C h r i s t i n e L i e b e r k n e c h t , h a s c a u s e d c o n t r o v e r s y
a m o n g h e r t h e o l o g i c a l c o l l e a g u e s w h e n s h e r e c e n t l y s t a t e d t h a t " I n t h e
f u t u r e , t h e E a s t e r n c h u r c h e s w i l l h a v e n o o t h e r c h o i c e b u t t o a c c e p t ,
s t e p b y s t e p , t h e l a w s a n d b y l a w s o f t h e [ We s t G e r m a n ] E K D . " M e a n w h i l e ,
i n a n i n t e r v i e w i n t h e j o u r n a l F i r s t T h i n g s ( N o v e m b e r ) , W e s t G e r m a n
t h e o l o g i a n W o l f h a r t P a n n e n b e r g i s s k e p t i c a l a b o u t t h e a u t h e n t i c i t y t h e
E a s t G e r m a n t h e o l o g i c a l e x p e r i e n c e . " F o r t h e m o s t p a r t , t h e o l o g y t h e r e
h a s b e e n s h a p e d b y t h e i n fl u e n c e o f We s t G e r m a n t h e o l o g i a n s . I d o n o t
t h i n k y o u c a n s a y t h a t t h e r e i s a r e a l l y i n d e p e n d e n t t h e o l o g i c a l
d e v e l o p m e n t i n E a s t G e r m a n y . E v e n m u c h o f t h e c h u r c h ' s s t a n c e o f
o p p o s i t i o n t o t h e f o r m e r r e g i m e w a s i n f o r m e d b y a s t y l e o f ' p r o p h e t i c
engagement ' tha t came f rom the West , " he says . Bu t Pannenberg does see a
new deve lopment in the many pas to rs f rom the Eas t who a re now ho ld ing
p u b l i c o f fi c e . H e a d d s t h a t " i t w i l l b e i n t e r e s t i n g t o s e e w h e t h e r t h i s
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i s o n l y t e m p o r a r y o r w h e t h e r t h e r e w i l l d e v e l o p ®
ongoing responsib1ity for the political order. (The Lutheran, 8765 W.
Higgins Rd., Chicago, /L 60631; First Things, 156 Fifth Ave., New York,
N Y 1 0 0 1 0 )

WORLD NOTES
* Buddhism in Mongolia is making a comeback fifty years after its temples
were closed and an estimated 30,000 monks were killed by the communists,
according to the evangelical missionary newsletter Pulse (November 23).
Today 40 of the 740 monasteries closed have been or are being revived.
Hundreds of monks are conducting services, and more are being trained.
One official of a newly legal rel igious pol i t ical party adds that For
hundreds of years, state and religion were unified. Our goal is to bring
the two closer together." (Pulse, Sox 794, Wheaton, IL 60184)
* jhe warming of relations between the government and the Catholic Church
in Uruguay has also brought a new role for Opus Dei, a conservative
Catholic lay group, in the country's politics, according to Lat i namer i ca
Press (December 6), a 1eft-of~center newsletter on Latin American
affairs. Uruguay had long been considered a capital of secularism,
outlawing any religious presence in public. But last March new president
Lu is A lber to Laca l le s ta r ted c loser re la t ions w i th the Ca tho l i c Church
when he included a religious ceremony in his inauguration. More recently,
members of Opus Dei, a group that has drawn controversy for its strict
discipline and its activism in applying Catholicism to all levels of
society, have been appointed key positions in the government and the
military. The group has also held meetings bringing together influential
members of Uruguay's poli t ical and economic community. The newsletter
adds that "participation of Opus Dei in the government is viewed as an
attempt to end one of Uruguay's most entrenched tradit ions since
independence: the influence of Freemasonry on the government.
(Latinamer1ca Press, Apartado 5594, Lima 100, Peru)
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'RESS NOTES January/February, 199:.
* For Chose wanting a more comprehensive guide to New Age publications
t h a n f o u n d i n l a s t i s s u e ' s s u r v e y, t h e C a t a l y s t d i r e c t o r y i s r e c o m m e n d e d .
C a t a l y s t — w h i c h w a s f o r m e r l y a N e w A g e n e w s l e t t e r - - p r o v i d e s b r i e f
r e v i e w s o f h u n d r e d s o f n e w s l e t t e r s , j o u r n a l s , n e w s p a p e r s a n d
organizat ions, accord ing to Che specific fie ld of the New Age they cover.
T h e c a t e g o r i e s i n c l u d e : m e t a p h y s i c - p s y c h i c , a s t r o l o g y, c h a n n e l i n g . U F O ' s .
o c c u l t , s p i r i t u a l c o m m u n i t i e s , h e a l t h , a n d e c o l o g y a n d e a r t h - r e l a t e d
c o n c e r n s . T h e 1 2 - p a g e d i r e c t o r y c o s t s $ 7 . 9 5 . S e n d t o : P. C . C a t a l y s t , P. O .
B o x 6 7 0 0 2 2 , M a r i e t t a , G A 3 0 0 6 6 .
" The Church & Communi ty Forum is a new newsle t ter address ing
c o n g r e g a t i o n s a n d t h e i r i n t e r a c t i o n w i t h t h e i r s u r r o u n d i n g c o m m u n i t i e s .
P u b l i s h e d q u a r t e r l y b y t h e C e n t e r f o r C h u r c h a n d C o m m u n i t y M i n i s t r i e s i n
C h i c a g o , t h e n e w s l e t t e r , w h i c h c o m e s f r o m a m a i n l i n e - e c u m e n i c a l
p e r s p e c t i v e , p r o v i d e s r e s e a r c h a n d a n o p e n f o r u m f o r i d e a s o n c h u r c h a n d
c o m m u n i t y r e l a t i o n s . T h e fi r s t i s s u e ( N o v e m b e r ) p r e s e n t s r e s e a r c h
cha l leng ing cu r ren t theor ies tha t conserva t i ve churches a re less soc ia l l y
i n v o l v e d w h i l e l i b e r a l o r m a i n l i n e c h u r c h e s a r e t h e m o s t i n v o l v e d : t h e
n e w s l e t t e r f o u n d t h a t a c o n g r e g a t i o n ' s s o c i a l i n v o l v e m e n t c a n n o n t b e
p r e d i c t e d b y i t s t h e o l o g i c a l p o s t u r e a l o n e . S e n d t o : C h u r c h & C o m m u n i t y
F o r u m , 5 6 0 0 S . W o o d l a w n . 4 t h F l . . C h i c a g o , I L 6 0 6 3 7* A c o m b i n e d i s s u e o f A F r i e n d l y L e t t e r ( O c t o b e r / N o v e m b e r ) . a n
i n d e p e n d e n t Q u a k e r n e w s l e t t e r , r e p o r t s o n a n e w k i n d o f c h u r c h c o n fl i c t
t h a t m a y b e c o m e m o r e c o m m o n i n t h e f u t u r e . T h e s t o r y g o e s l i k e t h i s : T h e
N e w Yo r k Ye a r l y M e e t i n g o f F r i e n d s ( a r e g i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n o f Q u a k e r
meetings) had recently featured a workshop on the Quaker experience of
t h e G o d d e s s ( o r " W i c c a " ) a t a c o n f e r e n c e . W h i l e i t w a s n ' t t h e fi r s t t i m e
t h e N e w Yo r k Q u a k e r s h a d b e e n i n v o l v e d w i t h G o d d e s s s p i r i t u a l t y, a
meet ing (or church) in upstate, N.Y. learned of the event and prompt ly
i ssued a s ta temen t condemn ing Wicca and ca l l i ng fe l l ow members o f t he New
Yo r k Ye a r l y M e e t i n g t o d o l i k e w i s e . W h a t f o l l o w e d w a s i n c r e a s i n g d i v i s i o n
a n d b i t t e r n e s s o v e r t h e i s s u e a n d a " t o t a l d i s i n t e g r a t i o n " o f t h e Q u a k e r
p r o c e s s o f d e l i b e r a t i o n a n d c o n s e n s u s . E d i t o r C h u c k F a g e r w r i t e s t h a t t h e
c o n t r o v e r s y i s m o r e t h a n a t h e o l o g i c a l d i s a g r e e m e n t ; t h e t w o g r o u p s o f
fi g h t i n g Q u a k e r s " i n h a b i t s t r i k i n g l y d i f f e r e n t c u l t u r e s . . . w i t h o u t a
c o m m o n l a n g u a g e , " a s t h e y c r e a t e n e g a t i v e m y t h s o f t h e o t h e r c a m p . T h e
c o n fl i c t i s l i k e l y t o g r o w i n Q u a k e r i s m , e s p e c i a l l y s i n c e t h e F r i e n d s
G e n e r a l C o n f e r e n c e - - t h e m a j o r o r g a n i z a t i o n o f l i b e r a l - o r i e n t e d F r i e n d s - -
i n v i t e d a w i t c h t o s p e a k a t i t s n e x t g a t h e r i n g . F o r m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n ,
w r i t e t o : A F r i e n d l y L e t t e r , P. O . B o x 1 3 6 1 . B a i l e y s C r o s s r o a d s . VA 2 2 0 4 1 .
* Observers have noted that the var ious k inds of l iberat ion theology have
t o n e d d o w n t h e i r M a r x i s t c o m p o n e n t a n d e m b r a c e d o t h e r c o n c e r n s , s u c h a s
f e m i n i s m . T h a t o b s e r v a t i o n i s b o r n e o u t i n L a t i n a m e r i c a P r e s s , a
1 i b e r a t i o n i s t - o r i e n t e d n e w s l e t t e r t h a t d e v o t e s i t s N o v e m b e r 2 9 i s s u e t o
t h e r i s i n g i n fl u e n c e o f f e m i n i s m a m o n g C a t h o l i c a n d P r o t e s t a n t c h u r c h
w o m e n i n L a t i n A m e r i c a . O n e a r t i c l e r e p o r t s o n t h e g r o w i n g n u m b e r o f
w o m e n c l e r g y , n u n s a n d l a y w o m e n f o r m u l a t i n g t h e i r o w n t h e o l o g i c a l
c o n c e r n s , i n t h e v i e w t h a t b o t h l i b e r a t i o n t h e o l o g y a n d t r a d i t i o n a l



t h e o l o g y h a v e e x c l u d e d w o m e n i n t h e p a s t . O t h e r f e a t u r e s i n c l u d e r e p o r t s
o n A r g e n t i n a ' s b a s e c o m m u n i t i e s a s a c a t a l y s t f o r f e m i n i s m a n d t h e s t r o n g
l e a d e r s h i p o f w o m e n i n t h e C a t h o l i c C h u r c h i n P e r u . F o r m o r e i n f o w r i t e l
L a t i n a m e r i c a P r e s s , A p a r t a d o 5 5 9 4 , L i m a I C Q , P e r u .
* R e l i g i o n W a t c h h a s o f t e n c i t e d t h e o n g o i n g r e s e a r c h o f C . E r i c L i n c o l n
a n d L a w r e n c e H . M a m i y a o n t r e n d s i n t h e A m e r i c a n B l a c k C h u r c h . S u c h
fi n d i n g s a n d m u c h m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n a r e f o u n d i n L i n c o l n a n d M a m i y a ' s n e w
b o o k . T h e B l a c k C h u r c h i n t h e A f r i c a n A m e r i c a n E x p e r i e n c e ( D u k e
U n i v e r s i t y P r e s s , 6 6 9 7 C o l l e g e S t a . , D u r h a m , N O 2 7 7 0 8 $ 1 8 . 9 5 ) . T h e 5 1 9 -
p a g e b o o k p r o v i d e s a h i s t o r i c a l o v e r v i e w o f b l a c k c h u r c h e s a n d
d e n o m i n a t i o n s , a s w e l l a s t h e a u t h o r s ' o w n e x t e n s i v e s u r v e y r e s e a r c h o n
g u c h t o p i c s a s t h e d e c l i n e o f r u r a l b l a c k c h u r c h e s a n d t h e r i s e o f u r b a n
c o n g r e g a t i o n s , t h e b l a c k c o n s c i o u s n e s s a n d t h e o l o g y m o v e m e n t s a n d t h e i r
f a i l u r e t o fi n d a l a r g e h e a r i n g i n t h e b l a c k c h u r c h e s , t h e p o l i t i c a l a n d
e c o n o m i c d i m e n s i o n s o f t h e b l a c k c h u r c h , t h e c h a n g e s i n g o s p e l m u s i c , a n d
t h e i n c r e a s e o f u n c h u r c h e d b l a c k y o u n g p e o p l e . W o r t h n o t i n g i s t h e l a s t
c h a p t e r w h e r e L i n c o l n a n d M a m i y a s u r v e y t h e c h a l l e n g e s t o t h e b l a c k
c h u r c h , a n d t h e n m a k e " p o l i c y r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s " t o h e l p s t r e n g t h e n
t h e s e c h u r c h e s .
* T h e P r e s b y t e r i a n C h u r c h ( U S A ) i s b e c o m i n g a l a b o r a t o r y f o r
u n d e r s t a n d i n g A m e r i c a n m a i n l i n e P r o t e s t a n t i s m ' s d e c l i n i n g m e m b e r s h i p s a n d
c u l t u r a l i n fl u e n c e d u r i n g t h e l a s t f e w d e c a d e s . W e s t r a i n s t e r / J o h n K n o x
P r e s s i s i s s u i n g a s e r i e s o f s e v e n b o o k s t h a t p r o v i d e i n - d e p t h
e x a m i n a t i o n o f m a i n l i n e P r e s b y t e r i a n i s m . T h e fi r s t b o o k , T h e P r e s b y t e r i a n
P r e d i c a m e n t ( $ 1 2 . 9 5 ) p r o v i d e s a n o v e r v i e w o f t h e d e n o m i n a t i o n ' s d e c l i n e
a s w e l l a s p o s s i b l e s o l u t i o n s b y w r i t e r s f r o m v a r i o u s d i s c i p l i n e s . T h e
l a t e s t b o o k i n t h e s e r i e s . T h e M a i n s t r e a m P r o t e s t a n t ^ D e c l i n e ' : T h e
P r e s b y t e r i a n P a t t e r n ( $ 1 4 . 9 5 ) , c o n t i n u e s t h e a n a l y s e s o f P r e s b y t e r i a n i s m
t h i s t i m e p r o b i n g m o r e d e e p l y i n t o t h e c a u s e s o f c o n g r e g a t i o n a l g r o w t h
a n d d e c l i n e t h r o u g h c o n g r e g a t i o n a l s u r v e y s , i n d i v i d u a l i n t e r v i e w s a n d
c a s e s t u d i e s . F o r m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n ! W e s t m i n s t e r / J o h n K n o x P r e s s , 1 0 0
W i t h e r s p o o n S t . , L o u i s v i l l e , K Y 4 0 2 0 2 - 1 3 9 6 .

• A S u r v e y o f N e w M o v e m e n t s a n d P e o p l e I m p a c t i n g R e l i g i o n

1 ) T h e N o a c h i d e M o v e m e n t i s a s m a l l b u t g r o w i n g p h e n o m e n o n o f e x -
C h r i s t i a n s w h o a r e o b s e r v i n g O l d Te s t a m e n t l a w s a n d e t h i c a l m o n o t h e i s m
w i t h o u t c o n v e r t i n g t o J u d a i s m . M o r e t h a n 2 5 0 m e m b e r s o f t h e g r o u p w h o
p r a c t i c e t h e L a w s o f N o a h a s t a u g h t i n t h e fi r s t fi v e b o o k s o f M o s e s ,
r e c e n t l y g a t h e r e d a t a f o r m e r B a p t i s t c h u r c h i n A t h e n s , Te n n . , f o r t h e i r
fi f t h a n n u a l c o n f e r e n c e . A c c o r d i n g t o a l e a d e r o f t h e g r o u p J a m e s D .
Ta b o r , p r o f e s s o r o f r e l i g i o u s s t u d i e s a t t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f N o r t h C a r o l i n a
a t C h a r l o t t e , s a y s t h a t N o a c h i d e s " t e n d t o b e , b y a n d l a r g e ,
d i s e n f r a n c h i 2 e d f o r m e r C h r i s t i a n s . T h e y d o n o t d e n o u n c e b e l i e f i n J e s u s ,
b u t t h e y ' r e n o t i n a n y w a y C h r i s t i a n s . T h e m o s t t h e y w o u l d s a y i s t h a t h e
( J e s u s ) w a s a g r e a t t e a c h e r . " N o a c h i d e s , m a n y o f w h o m h a v e c o m e f r o m
e v a n g e l i c a l a n d f u n d a m e n t a l i s t b a c k g r o u n d s , d r a w t h e i r i n s p i r a t i o n f r o m
t h e a g r o u p o f G e n t i l e s w h o f o l l o w e d J e w i s h l a w d u r i n g t h e G r e c o - R o m a n
per iod . One a rea o f d i sagreement among Noach ides i s how much con tac t the
g r o u p s h o u l d h a v e w i t h o r g a n i z e d J u d a i s m . S e v e r a l r e s p e c t e d O r t h o d o x
s c h o l a r s a n d r a b b i s h a v e b e e n w o r k i n g w i t h s o m e N o a c h i d e s t o g e t t h e
m o v e m e n t o f fi c i a l r e c o g n i t i o n f r o m t h e C h i e f R a b b i n a t e i n I s r a e l , O t h e r s
f a v o r k e e p i n g t h e m o v e m e n t i n d e p e n d e n t . A t t h e i r r e c e n t m e e t i n g t h e
N o a c h i d e s d e c i d e d t o s t a r t a p u b l i s h i n g c o m p a n y a n d a p e r i o d i c a l c a l l e d
T h e G a p . T h e U . S . m o v e m e n t i s i n c l o s e t o u c h w i t h a g r o w i n g n u m b e r o f
l i k e - m i n d e d i n t e r n a t i o n a l g r o u p s a n d i n d i v i d u a l s , s o f a r l o c a t e d i n
E n g l a n d , B e l g i u m , N i g e r i a a n d I t a l y . ( S o u r c e ! E c u m e n i c a l P r e s s S e r v i c e ,
D e c e m b e r 2 1 - 3 1 ! C h r i s t i a n N e w s , D e c . 1 0 )
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