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o f t h e r e l i g i o u s p r e s s o n t h e P e r s i a n G u l f w a r h a v e
e d s e c u l a r o p i n i o n o n t h e i s s u e , t h e r e h a v e b e e n s o m e

i n s u c h c o v e r a g e t h a t a r e w o r t h n o t i n g . W h i l e t h e m o r e
s p r e s s h a s t e n d e d t o o p p o s e U . S . i n t e r v e n t i o n i n t h e
r e i s n o t a u n i t e d f r o n t a m o n g c o n s e r v a t i v e p u b l i c a t i o n s
a s t h e r e h a s b e e n o n p a s t i s s u e s . I t s h o u l d b e n o t e d
o f t h e f o l l o w i n g p e r i o d i c a l s ' p o s i t i o n s o n t h e w a r w e r e
e a c t u a l c o n fl i c t s t a r t e d , t h e y m a y b e s u b j e c t t o c h a n g e
o n u n f o l d s - - a d e v e l o p m e n t R E L I G I O N W A T C H w i l l b e
e m o n t h s a h e a d .

T h e l i b e r a l P r o t e s t a n t m a g a z i n e s C h r i s t i a n i t v & C r i s i s ( J a n u a r y 7 ) a n d
T h e C h r i s t i a n C e n t u r v ( J a n u a r y 2 3 ) b o t h i s s u e d s t r o n g c o n d e m n a t i o n s o f a
p o s s i b l e w a r w i t h I r a q . T h e C e n t u r y s t a t e d t h a t t h e c o n fl i c t w o u l d
" i n fl a m e r e l i g i o u s p a s s i o n s i n t h e r e g i o n f o r d e c a d e s , i f n o t c e n t u r i e s .
I t c o u l d c r e a t e a n e w c o l d w a r a l o n g r e l i g i o u s a n d e t h n i c l i n e s a t t h e
v e r y m o m e n t w h e n w e s e e t h e e n d o f t h e i d e o l o g i c a l w a r t h a t h a s d r i v e n
w o r l d h i s t o r y f o r t h e p a s t f o u r d e c a d e s . " T h e l i b e r a l t o m o d e r a t e
C a t h o l i c m a g a z i n e s . C o m m o n w e a l ( J a n u a r y 2 5 ) a n d A m e r i c a ( J a n u a r y 1 9 )
b o t h c a l l e d f o r P r e s i d e n t B u s h t o g i v e m o r e t i m e f o r s a n c t i o n s t o w o r k
a n d a v o i d c o n fl i c t , w i t h t h e l a t t e r p u b l i c a t i o n v o i c i n g t h e s u s p i c i o n
t h a t t h e g u l f w a r m a y b e c o m e o n l y " a n e w a n d i m p r o v e d m o d e l " o f t h e
V i e t n a m W a r . T i k k u n ( J a n u a r y / F e b r u a r y ) , t h e j o u r n a l o f t h e J e w i s h l e f t ,
w a s a l o n e i n t h e J e w i s h p r e s s f o r i t s c o n d e m n a t i o n o f a w a r w i t h I r a q ,
a l t h o u g h I t d i d s o w i t h s o m e a m b i v a l e n c e . T h e j o u r n a l d o e s n o t r u l e o u t
m i l i t a r y a c t i o n a g a i n s t I r a q i n t h e f u t u r e , a n d w h i l e i t c r i t i c i z e s t h e
B u s h a d m i n i s t r a t i o n f o r n o t i n c l u d i n g s u c h i s s u e s a s a M i d d l e E a s t p e a c e
c o n f e r e n c e i n n e g o t i a t i o n s w i t h S a d d a m H u s s e i n , i t a d d s t h a t i t " i s
i l l i g i t i m a t e t o m o r a l l y e q u a t e I s r a e l ' s o c c u p a t i o n o f t h e W e s t
B a n k . . . w i t h I r a q ' s n a k e d a c t o f a g g r e s s i o n . "

M o r e t y p i c a l o f t h e J e w i s h p r e s s w a s t h e w e e k l y L o n g I s l a n d J e w i s h W o r l d
( J a n u a r y 2 5 ) , w h i c h p r a i s e d t h e i n t e r v e n t i o n o f t h e U . S . , a s i t " w i l l b e
i n a u n i q u e p o s i t i o n t o e x t e n d t h e p e a c e t h a t c o m e s w i t h v i c t o r y t o t h e
e n t i r e r e g i o n . " R e t u r n i n g t o t h e C h r i s t i a n p r e s s , t h e m a i n s t r e a m
e v a n g e l i c a l C h r i s t i a n i t v T o d a v ( J a n u a r y 1 4 ) e d i t o r i a l i z e d t h a t " F o r t h e
U . S . a n d i t s a l l i e s t o h a v e t h e p o w e r t o r e s t o r e j u s t i c e a n d n o t t o d o
s o m a y a c t u a l l y b e i m m o r a l , w h i c h i s w h y w e s y m p a t h i z e w i t h o u r
P r e s i d e n t w h e n h e d r a w s t h e l i n e a g a i n s t I r a q i a g g r e s s i o n . " T h e
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c o n s e r v a t i v e N a t i o n a l C a t h o l i c R e g i s t e r c a m e c l o s e t o r e m a i n i n g n e u t r a l
o n t h e i s s u e , p r e s e n t i n g v i e w s b o t h s u p p o r t i n g a n d c r i t i c i z i n g a w a r
w i t h I r a q . B u t t h e J a n u a r y 1 3 t h i s s u e f e a t u r e d a n e d i t o r i a l b y
n e o c o n s e r v a t i v e w r i t e r G e o r g e W e i g e l t h a t i n c h e s t o w a r d a n a c c e p t a n c e o f
f o r c e a g a i n s t I r a q , c l a i m i n g t h a t t h e c o n fl i c t c a n m e a s u r e u p t o j u s t
w a r s t a n d a r d s , a n d t h a t " H u s s e i n ' s a m b i t i o n s a n d h i s a r s e n a l i s o n e t h a t
t h e c i v i l i z e d w o r l d c a n n o n t t o l e r a t e i f w e ' r e t o a v o i d a h u m a n
c a t a s t r o p h e o f s t a g g e r i n g p r o p o r t i o n s . "

B u t a s o n e m o v e s f u r t h e r t o t h e r i g h t , t h e r e i s s o m e t h i n g o f a r e v e r s a l
i n t h e r e l i g i o u s p r e s s ' v i e w o n t h e w a r , w h i c h a p p r o a c h e s a n
i s o l a t i o n i s t p o s i t i o n . T h e m i l i t a n t c o n s e r v a t i v e C a t h o l i c n e w s p a p e r T h e
W a n d e r e r ( J a n u a r y 1 7 ) , f e a t u r e s o n l y a n t i - w a r s e n t i m e n t s o n t h e i s s u e .
W r i t e r J o s e p h S o b r a n , w h o s e r v e s a s a W a s h i n g t o n c o l u m n i s t f o r t h e
p a p e r , s a y s t h e a d v a n t a g e s o f fi g h t i n g H u s s e i n d o n o t o u t w e i g h t h e
" l i k e l y c a r n a g e , t h e f o r e s e e a b l e c o n s e q u e n c e s , a n d t h e u n p r e d i c t a b l e
r i s k s . " S o b r a n c r i t i c i z e s t h e g r o w i n g p o w e r o f t h e A m e r i c a n g o v e r n m e n t
t o w a g e w a r a n d t h e " p r o - I s r a e l " l o b b y ' s r o l e i n t h e c o n fl i c t , w h i c h h e
s a y s i d e n t i fi e s I s r a e l ' s c o n c e r n s w i t h t h o s e o f t h e U . S . A m o r e f o r c e f u l
c a s e i s m a d e a g a i n s t t h e w a r i n t h e n e w c o n s e r v a t i v e C a l v i n i s t m a g a z i n e
A n t i t h e s i s ( J a n u a r y / F e b r u a r y ) . A n e d i t o r i a l c h a r g e s t h a t B u s h i s
e n g a g i n g i n " i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s m " f o r " c o r r u p t m o n a r c h i e s a n d c h e a p o i l , "
a n d t h a t s u c h " m i l i t a r i s m " s e r v e s t o i n c r e a s i n g l y c e n t r a l i z e t h e U . S .
g o v e r n m e n t b u r e a u c r a c y . T h e u l t r a - c o n s e r v a t i v e C h r i s t i a n N e w s ( J a n u a r y
2 1 ) h e a d l i n e s t h e w a r " A G r e a t T r a g e d y , " a n d s a y s t h a t B u s h h a s
" u r s u r p e d f a r t o o m u c h a u t h o r i t y b y l e a d i n g o u r n a t i o n i n t o w h a t c o u l d
b e a b l o o d y w a r . . . f o r d e c a d e s w e h a v e t a k e n i s s u e w i t h t h e ^ m e s s i a n i c
n a t u r e ' o f A m e r i c a n f o r e i g n p o l i c y . " [ U n f o r t u n a t e l y n o f u n d a m e n t a l i s t
periodicals commenting on the war were available at press time. But with^i*.the strong support for Israel by many fundamentalist groups (largely for^^
r e a s o n s c o n c e r n i n g t h e f u l fi l l m e n t o f b i b l i c a l p r o p h e s y ) , t h e r e w i l l
p r o b a b l y b e l e s s o p p o s i t i o n t o U . S . i n v o l v e m e n t i n t h e c o n fl i c t . ]

INTERVIEW: RELIGIOUS PEACE MOVEMENT LOOKS FOR POST-VIETNAM FUTURE

[ T h e m o v e m e n t a g a i n s t t h e g u l f w a r i s r e p o r t e d t o b e g a i n i n g m o m e n t u m i n
t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s . T h e r e l i g i o u s p r e s e n c e h a s b e e n a p r o m i n e n t p a r t o f
t h e p r o t e s t s - - a t l e a s t a c c o r d i n g t o t h e n u m b e r o f a n t i - w a r s t a t e m e n t s
i s s u e d b y m a i n l i n e c h u r c h e s . To fi n d o u t m o r e a b o u t t h e r e l i g i o u s f a c t o r
i n t h e n e w p e a c e m o v e m e n t , RW r e c e n t l y i n t e r v i e w e d C h u c k P a g e r, e d i t o r
a n d p u b l i s h e r o f t h e i n d e p e n d e n t Q u a k e r n e w s l e t t e r , A F r i e n d l v L e t t e r ,
a n d a p a r t i c i p a n t a n d o b s e r v e r o f p e a c e m o v e m e m e n t s s i n c e t h e V i e t n a m
War. ]

R W : H o w s t r o n g i s t h e r e l i g i o u s e l e m e n t i n t h e c u r r e n t a n t i - w a r
m o v e m e n t ?

PA G E R : I t ' s h a r d t o k n o w y e t . A t t h e [ J a n u a r y 2 6 t h ] a n t i - w a r m a r c h i n
W a s h i n g t o n , D . C . , t h e r e w e r e p l e n t y o f r e l i g i o u s p e o p l e i n v o l v e d . B u t i t
should be noted that the themes of the protests have been more patr iot ic
than po l i t i ca l o r re l i g ious . U .S . flags were the mos t f requen t symbo l a t
t h e m a r c h . I t a p p e a r s t h a t t h e r e i s a l o t o f r e l i g i o u s a c t i v i t y a g a i n s t
t h e w a r , b u t i t i s s t i l l u n c o o r d i n a t e d s i n c e t h e r e h a s n ' t b e e n t i m e f o r ^
c o a l i t i o n - b u i l d i n g . M a i n s t r e a m c h u r c h e s h a d b e c o m e i n v o l v e d i n t h e
p r o t e s t s b e f o r e t h e w a r , s u c h a s P r e s i d i n g B i s h o p [ E d m u n d ] B r o w i n g o f ^
the Episcopal Church. But since the war actually began. Browning and
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o t h e r c h u r c h l e a d e r s w i l l p r o b a b l y b e l a y i n g l o w f o r a w h i l e [ t o a v o i d
c o n t r o v e r s y ] .

^ RW: Having been an observer and participant in the Vietnam anti-war
movement, what do you see as the major differences between the peace
m o v e m e n t n o w a n d t h e m o v e m e n t o f t h e 1 9 6 0 s , e s p e c i a l l y w h e n i t c o m e s t o
r e l i g i o u s i s s u e s ?

FAGER: The display of the flag and the concern for the troops in the
gulf during the recent march showed two big changes. During Vietnam most
o f u s w e r e a s h a m e d o f t h e fl a g . W e g a v e t h a t s y m b o l a w a y t o t h e w a r
advocates. Today the peace movement is more pol i t ical ly astute. On the
rel ig ious issue, what I see is that most denominat ions are undergoing
tu rmo i l ; t he l e f t i s t es tab l i shmen t i n the chu rches i s undergo ing a
c h a l l e n g e . P e o p l e a r e r e t h i n k i n g t h i n g s . T h e f a i l u r e o f c o m m u n i s m a n d
mos t f o rms o f soc ia l i sm . . . i n Eas te rn Eu rope shows how much th i ngs have
c h a n g e d . B a c k i n t h e ' 6 0 s , t h e t r e n d w a s v e r y m u c h i n t h e o t h e r
d i r e c t i o n . T h e r e w a s n ' t t h i s m i n i - e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f c h u r c h e s t h a t w a s
e n t r e n c h e d a n d n o t a n s w e r a b l e t o i t s m e m b e r s . F r a n k l y, t h e s e c h u r c h
bureaucracies are generals without armies. What I am impressed with
today is that people are organizing from the ground up. The changes are
not going to come from press releases. Let's see the churches organize
p ro tes t s . I don ' t t h i nk t hey have the cons t i t uenc ies .

RW: W i t h s u c h a m o o d o f r e t h i n k i n g , h a v e t h e r e b e e n c h a l l e n g e s t o
Quaker 's ant i -war at t i tudes and act iv ism, such as by evangel ica l and
c o n s e r v a t i v e F r i e n d s ?

FA G E R : Q u a k e r s a r e r e c o n s i d e r i n g t h e i r a t t a t c h m e n t t o l i b e r a l a n d
^ l e f t i s t a t t i t u d e s , b u t t h a t ' s n o t t h e s a m e t h i n g a s o p p o s i t i o n t o w a r .

Q u a k e r s a r e h o l d i n g s t r o n g o n t h i s i s s u e . T h e r e w e r e e v a n g e l i c a l Q u a k e r s
who supported the war in Vietnam and they will probably support this
w a r . B u t i t s h o u l d b e n o t e d t h a t e v a n g e l i c a l F r i e n d s c a n a l s o b e
p a c i fi s t s .

R W : W h a t a r e s o m e o f t h e i s s u e s a n d d i r e c t i o n s i n w h i c h t h e n e w
r e l i g i o u s p e a c e m o v e m e n t i s m o v i n g ?

FA G E R : C i v i l d i s o b e d i e n c e i s n o t a n i s s u e y e t b u t i t w i l l b e . A l r e a d y,
members of Pax Chr is t i , a Cathol ic peace organizat ion, were the firs t
s i zab le g roup o f re l i g ious peop le to be a r res ted fo r c i v i l d i sobed ience .
A n o t h e r i s s u e w i l l b e d e a l i n g w i t h m i l i t a r y c o n s c i e n t i o u s
ob jec tors . . .There are churches a l ready dec lar ing themselves sanctuar ies
for military people opposing combat...Quakers were in the forefront of
lay d ra f t counse l ing o f consc ien t ious ob jec to rs on the loca l leve l
dur ing Vietnam. And there is great in terest in doing that again. But my
i n f o r m a t i o n i s 2 0 y e a r s o l d . T h e r e i s a r e - t r a i n i n g p r o b l e m t o g e t o v e r .
As that takes place [such draft counseling] will be springing out of the
g r o u n d . Q u a k e r s w i l l b e i n t h e f o r e f r o n t o f t h i s .

R W : Y o u h a v e w r i t t e n a b o u t t h e d i v i s i o n i n t h e U . S . p e a c e m o v e m e n t .
Could you exp la in th is and te l l us how i t may re la te to re l ig ious
i n v o l v e m e n t i n t h e m o v e m e n t ?

^ FA G E R : O n e o f t h e t w o m a j o r p e a c e g r o u p s , t h e C o a l i t i o n t o S t o p U . S .
I n t e r v e n t i o n i n t h e M i d d l e E a s t , a r e m a d e u p o f t r u e b l u e
revo1utionaries, including such groups as the Communist Workers World
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Part ies, who see the U.S. as the center of imper ia l ism. But they refuse
t o c r i t i c i z e I r a q . T h a t d i d n ' t w a s h w i t h m o s t p e a c e g r o u p s [ w h i c h a r e
a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e o t h e r c o a l i t i o n , t h e N a t i o n a l C a m p a i g n f o r P e a c e i n
the Midd le Eas t ] . There was a lo t o f con fus ion go ing on about th is in ^
r e l i g i o u s g r o u p s , b u t i t ' s b e i n g s o r t e d o u t . . .

RW: How do you v iew the immed ia te fu tu re o f t he re l i g ious peace movemen t
i f t h e w a r c o n t i n u e s f o r t h e n e x t f e w m o n t h s ?

F A G E R ; I t w i l l b e g r o w i n g ; i t ' s d e fi n i t e l y o n t h e u p s w i n g . T h e l o n g e r
t h e w a r g o e s o n , a n d t h e m o r e s o l d i e r s a r e k i l l e d , t h e m o r e s u p p o r t t h e
a n t i - w a r m o v e m e n t w i l l d r a w , b o t h i n a n d o u t o f t h e c h u r c h e s . T h e r e w i l l
a l s o b e m o r e d i v i s i o n s o v e r t h e w a r . B u t I w o u l d s a y t h e p e a c e m o v e m e n t
i s w e l l p o s i t i o n e d t o s e e m m o r e a n d m o r e c r e d i b l e , e s p e c i a l l y i f i t
k e e p s w a v i n g t h e fl a g a n d s u p p o r t i n g t h e t r o o p s .

NEW-STYLE HINDU MISSIONARIES COMING TO THE WEST
H i n d u m i s s i o n a r y a c t i v i t y i s e m e r g i n g i n a v a r i e t y o f f o r m s , b u t i t i s
l i k e l y t o t a k e a m o r e l o w - k e y a p p r o a c h t h a n t h a t o f C h r i s t i a n i t y a n d
o t h e r r e l i g i o n s , a c c o r d i n g t o t h e n e w s p a p e r , H i n d u i s m To d a v ( J a n u a r y ) .
A n e v a n g e l i c a l m i s s i o n a r y l e a d e r h a d a s k e d t h e p a p e r t o c o m m e n t o n t h e
" g r o w i n g m i s s i o n a r y s p i r i t i n H i n d u i s m , " a n d t h e e d i t o r o b l i g e s w i t h
s e v e r a l o b s e r v a t i o n s o n t h e p r e s e n t a n d f u t u r e o f s u c h a c t i v i t y . A n
e d i t o r i a l a g r e e s t h a t H i n d u i s m ' s " m i s s i o n a r y s e n s e " i s g r o w i n g a n d
l o c a t e s s u c h a n u p s u r g e i n s u c h fl o u r i s h i n g m o v e m e n t s a s t h e R a d h a s o a m i
a n d S a i B a b a , w h i c h h a v e " m a d e v i g o r o u s e f f o r t s t o m o v e o n t o t h e g l o b a l
s t a g e . T h e r e i s t h e B r a h m a J u m a r i s e c t , s t r o n g i n e d u c a t i o n a n d t h e
p e a c e m o v e m e n t , w o r k i n g e f f e c t i v e l y a t t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s . T h e i r
m i l l e n i a l c o n c e p t s ( u n u s u a l i n t h e H i n d u w o r l d ) , f e m i n i s t e m p h a s i s ,
d i s c i p l i n e d w a y s a n d e c u m e n i c a l m e d i t a t i o n s m a k e t h e m a f o r c e t o c o n t e m d
w i t h . " B u t t h e e d i t o r s e e s t h e " r e a l a c t i o n " n o t i n t h e b i g m o v e m e n t s
b u t i n a " m i l l i o n v i l l a g e s f r o m G e o r g e t o w n t o M o n t r e a l , f r o m D u r b a n t o
C h i c a g o . H i n d u s e v e r y w h e r e a r e b e c o m i n g s t r o n g e r a n d m o r e a s s e r t i v e . "

S o m e o f t h e f a c t o r s i n t h i s n e w a s s e r t i v e n e s s w o u l d i n c l u d e t h e
" u n p r e c e d e n t e d i n fl u x o f t a l e n t a n d m o n e y f r o m t h e W e s t i n t h e p a s t 3 0
y e a r s , g i v i n g t h e s e g r o u p s t h e a b i l i t y t o r e a c h o u t , " e s p e c i a l l y t h r o u g h
n e w f o r m s o f t e c h n o l o g y ; t h e N e w A g e , G r e e n a n d a n i m a l r i g h t s m o v e m e n t s
h a v e g i v e n H i n d u c o n c e r n s a c c e s s t o t h e W e s t ' s m a i n s t r e a m ; t h e f a i l u r e
o f c o m m u n i s m a n d r e j e c t i o n o f " o n e - w a y - o n l y " r e l i g i o n s t h a t e m p h a s i z e
s i n a n d j u d g e m e n t b y a l a r g e p a r t o f t h e w o r l d ; t h e i n c r e a s i n g l y
a c c e p t e d p o s i t i o n t h a t c u l t u r e s a n d e t h n i c g r o u p s , i n c l u d i n g H i n d u i s m ,
s h o u l d b e p r e s e r v e d ; t h e m i l i t a n t H i n d u b a c k l a s h a g a i n s t W e s t e r n
m i s s i o n a r i e s a n d " v i o l e n t a n d u n - H i n d u " g r a s p s f o r p o l i t i c a l p o w e r . T h e
e d i t o r f o r e c a s t s t h a t H i n d u i s m w i l l h a v e a " s u r p r i s i n g l y s o p h i s t i c a t e d
n e t w o r k a r o u n d t h e g l o b e i n 2 0 y e a r s . Y o u w i l l s e e t h e fi r s t H i n d u
e n c y c l o p e d i a a n d f a r m o r e p u b l i c a t i o n s f r o m H i n d u s . . . T h e r e w i l l b e n o T V
e v a n g e l i s m . . . I t w i l l b e s m a l l , i n t i m a t e , g r a s s r o o t s . Y o u w i l l s e e t h e
u n u s u a l m i s s i o n a r y s t y l e o f t h e [ T r a n s c e n d e n t a l M e d i t a t i o n ] m o v e m e n t
p r o l i f e r a t e - - a b u t t o n - d o w n q u a s i - s c i e n t i fi c v a l i d a t i o n o f t h e a n c i e n t
V e d i c t r a d i t i o n . Y o u w i l l s e e a l l i a n c e s f o r m a m o n g H i n d u s a n d C h r i s t i a n s
( p r o b a b l y t h e E p i s c o p a l i a n s a t fi r s t , n o t t h e A s s e m b l i e s o f G o d ) . . . A
s m a l l a r m y o f y o g a m i s s i o n a r i e s - - h a t h a , r a j a , s i d d h a a n d k u n d a l i n i - -
b e a u t i f u l l y t r a i n e d i n t h e l a s t 1 0 y e a r s , i s a b o u t t o s e t u p o n t h e ^
W e s t e r n w o r l d . T h e y m a y n o t c a l l t h e m s e l v e s H i n d u , b u t H i n d u s k n o w w h e r e
y o g a c o m e s f r o m a n d w h e r e i t g o e s . " ( H i n d u i s m To d a y , P. O . B o x 1 5 7 ,
H a n a m a u l u , H I 9 6 7 1 5 )
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MANIFESTO SIGNALING NEW TURN IN LIBERAL CHRISTIAN SOCIAL ACTIVISM?
^ The rethinking on social issues that is going on among some liberal

Protestants and Catholics in the wake of such world changes as the
collapse of communist and socialist governments can be seen in a front
page "Post-Communist Manifesto," appearing in the flagship magazine of
ma in l ine Pro tes tan t i sm, the Chr i s t ian Cen tu ry (January 16) . The
mani festo, issued by two socia l e th ic is ts . Max Stackhouse, a
Congregationa1ist, and Dennis McCann, a Catholic, calls for a public
theology after the collapse of socialism." Stackhouse and McCann write
t h a t t h e " f a i l u r e o f t h e s o c i a l i s t v i s i o n " i s u n l i k e o t h e r w o r l d
developments as it "demands repentance" from religious leaders, who
"s t i l l c l ing to the be l ie f tha t cap i ta l i sm is g reedy, ind iv idua l i s t i c ,
exploitative and fail ing; that socialism is generous, community-
affirming, equitable and coming; and that the transition from one to the
other is what God is do ing in the wor ld . " The wr i ters ca l l for a
" re fo rmed cap i ta l i sm- - one tha t uses law, po l i t i cs , educa t ion and
especially theology and ethics to constrain the temptations to
explo i ta t ion and greed everywhere."

Stackhouse and McCann add that a new public theology--which is defined
as a way of speaking of God and "God's will for the world that is
intellectually valid in the marketplace of ideas..."-- "must develop a
social ethic for the emerging world in which democracy, human r ights and
a mixed economy are acknowledged as universal necessities." The
m a n i f e s t o s t r e s s e s a t e c h n o l o g i c a l f u t u r e a n d t h e r o l e o f c o r p o r a t i o n s
i n t h e c r e a t i o n o f w e a l t h . C o r p o r a t i o n s a r e c o m p a r e d t o a s e c u l a r f o r m
o f a C h r i s t i a n " c o v e n e n t a l c o m m u n i t y . . . t h e b u s i n e s s c o r p o r a t i o n h a s , a s
much as any other institution, leaped cultural and social boundaries and
b r o k e n d o w n t h e w a l l s t h a t d i v i d e p e o p l e . " T h e m a n i f e s t o c o n c l u d e s i n a
simi lar manner to the Communist Mani festo: "Chr ist ians of the wor ld
awake! Now that the specter of communism has vanished, cast off the
spell of economic dogmatism! There is nothing to lose but ideology and
i r re levance. " (Chr is t ian Century, 407 S. Dearborn St . , Ch icago, IL
6 0 6 2 5 )

JEWISH ACADEMICS INCREASINGLY ASSERTING FAITH IN UNIVERSITIES
Amer i can Jew ish p ro fesso rs a re i nc reas ing l y find ing the i r re l i g i ous
r o o t s a n d a r e o p e n l y a f fi r m i n g t h e i r f a i t h i n t h e u n i v e r s i t y c o n t e x t ,
according to Sh'ma. (January 11) a bi-weekly Jewish journal. "These
changes are quite visible in the increasing numbers of faculty who
at tend High Hol iday serv ices , and those who regu lar ly par t ic ipa te in
Shabbat morning service on campus. Today, a Jewish President of a
U n i v e r s i t y w i l l h o l d t h e To r a h . . . a t H i l l e l H i g h H o l i d a y s e r v i c e s - - a
picture altogether unthinkable just a short while ago," writes Edward
Feld. The new Jewish vibrancy can be seen by in the many Jewish faculty
members whose primary fields are not Judaica but who are integrating
J e w i s h t h e m e s i n t o t h e i r c o u r s e s ; o n e w e l l - k n o w n e x a m p l e o f t h i s i s
Yale 's Harold Bloom (author of the recent controvers ia l , "The Book of
J"), who has used the Jewish mystical kabbalah to inform critical

^ theory. The loss of faith in the "great isms of the twentieth century--
communism, social ism, l iberal ism, scient ism--has opened the way for a
reexamina t ion o f the poss ib i l i t y o f re l i g ion , " among Jew ish facu l t y, who
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number as h igh as 50-60,000 on Amer ican campuses.

But the renewal of Judaism among faculty members does not necessarily
translate into greater involvement in the Jewish community. Feld notes
that only 10 percent of the Jewish faculty at Princeton University are
members of the only local synagogue and that most are drawn to such
university Jewish organizations as Hi 1 lei. Such a disaffection may be
the result of a clash in values between professors and organized Judaism
over such issues as gender ro les, a l legiance to Israel and the
"importance of theological inquiry." In another article, Joseph Kohane
n o t e s a r e v i v a l o f J u d a i s m a m o n g p r o f e s s o r s a t t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f
Michigan at Ann Arbor, and adds that while many of these professionals
a r e u n c o m f o r t a b l e w i t h J e w i s h o b s e r v a n c e s t h e y m a y b e c h a n g i n g
synagogues. "The significant increase in Jewish self-consciousness, the
h e a r t f e l t e f f o r t s b y a n e v e r g r e a t e r n u m b e r o f J e w s t o c o n n e c t t o s o m e
f o r m o f J e w i s h l i f e s t y l e h a s b r o a d e n e d t h e t o l e r a n c e f o r d i v e r s i t y
w i t h i n J e w i s h i n s t i t u t i o n a l l i f e . J e w i s h f a c u l t y ' s u n p r e c e d e n t e d h i g h
l e v e l o f c o m f o r t w i t h i t s J e w i s h i d e n t i t y m a y b e a n i n d i c a t o r o f a s h i f t
t h a t h a s o c c u r r e d w i t h i n t h e A m e r i c a n J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y . I t m a y r e fl e c t
t h e r e a d i n e s s o f i n d i v i d u a l J e w s t o s t a n d u p t o t h e i r t r a d i t o n t o m a k e
i t o v e r i n t h e i r o w n i m a g e e v e n a s t h e y s t r i v e t o m a k e t h e m s e l v e s o v e r
t o f u l fi l l t h e m i n i m a l e x p e c t a t i o n s i m p o s e d b y a f fi l i a t i o n . " ( S h ' m a , B o x
567 , Po r t Wash ing ton , NY 11050)

CURRENT RESEARCH: RECENT FINDINGS ON RELIGIOUS BEHAVIOR AND ATTITUDES
* A r e c e n t G a l l u p P o l l a d d s f u r t h e r e v i d e n c e t o t h e c l a i m t h a t t h e
W e s t e r n r e g i o n o f t h e U . S . i s n o t s o m u c h n o n - r e l i g i o u s - - a s h a s b e e n
g e n e r a l l y a s s u m e d i n t h e p a s t - - a s u n c o n v e n t i o n a l l y r e l i g i o u s . E m e r g i n g
Trends (December) , the Gal lup newsle t ter on re l ig ion, repor ts that about
o n e A m e r i c a n a d u l t i n fi v e i n 1 9 9 0 c l a i m e d i n v o l v e m e n t i n B i b l e s t u d y
( 2 1 p e r c e n t ) , p r a y e r o r m e d i t a t i o n g r o u p s ( 2 1 p e r c e n t ) , a n d r e l i g i o u s
e d u c a t i o n c l a s s e s ( 2 0 p e r c e n t ) . W h e n s u c h r e l i g i o u s a c t i v i t y w a s d i v i d e d
a long reg iona l l ines , i t was found tha t Southerners ra ted the h ighest in
B i b l e s t u d y a n d r e l i g i o u s e d u c a t i o n c l a s s e s . B u t w h i l e r e s i d e n t s o f t h e
W e s t r a t e d a m o n g t h e l o w e s t i n t h e s e t w o a c t i v i t i e s , t h e y r a n k e d a c l o s e
s e c o n d t o S o u t h e r n e r s i n t h e i r i n v o l v e m e n t i n p r a y e r a n d m e d i t a t i o n

. g r o u p s ( 2 4 c o m p a r e d t o 2 5 p e r c e n t ) . T h e n e w s l e t t e r n o t e s t h a t i n
" c e r t a i n p a r t s o f C a l i f o r n i a t h e t e r m " m e d i t a t i o n * m a y t a k e o n d i f f e r e n t
meanings" as compared with the pract ice in other regions. (Emerging
Trends, 100 Palmer Square, Suite 213, P.O. Box 389, Princeton, NJ 08542)
* Near ly 70 percent of Americans bel ieve that re l ig ious leaders have a
r i g h t t o e x p r e s s t h e i r v i e w s a g a i n s t a b o r t i o n t o e l e c t e d o f fi c i a l s ,
according to a recent survey reported in the Long Is land Cathol ic
newspaper (January 23). The pol l , conducted by the Wirthl in Group for
t h e N a t i o n a l C o n f e r e n c e o f C a t h o l i c B i s h o p s , f o u n d t h a t 6 9 p e r c e n t o f
the 1,000 people surveyed agreed with the statement: "A Church that
b e l i e v e s i t i s m o r a l l y w r o n g t o h a v e a n a b o r t i o n h a s t h e r i g h t t o
a d v o c a t e i t s p o s i t i o n t o t h e p u b l i c , i n c l u d i n g e l e c t e d o f fi c a l s . " T h e
findings may conflic t wi th pro-choice sent iment that most Amer icans see
abor t ion as one of pr ivate choice and that re l ig ious leaders should have
l i t t l e po l i t i ca l say on the ma t te r. ( Long I s l and Ca tho l i c , P.O , Box 700 ,
H e m p s t e a d , N Y 11 5 5 1 )

* M e n n o n i t e s i n N o r t h A m e r i c a a r e b e c o m i n g m o r e c o n s e r v a t i v e a n d m o r e —
po l i t i ca l l y ac t i ve , repo r t s the Canad ian evange l i ca l magaz ine Fa i th
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To d a y ( J a n u a r y / F e b r u a r y ) . T h e m a g a z i n e c i t e s t h e r e s u l t s o f t h e 1 9 8 9
C h u r c h M e m b e r s h i p P r o fi l e I I , w h i c h s u r v e y e d 3 , 1 0 0 p e o p l e i n fi v e m a j o r
M e n n o n i t e d e n o m i n a t i o n s o n t h e o l o g i c a l , m o r a l a n d p o l i t i c a l v i e w s , a n d

^0^ compares them with 1972 findings on lifestyles and attitudes in thec h u r c h e s . T h e r e s u l t s s h o w e d t h a t t h e p o l i t i c a l v i e w s o f M e n n o n i t e s h a v e
s h i f t e d t o w a r d t h e r i g h t d u r i n g t h e 1 5 - y e a r p e r i o d . I n C a n a d a [ w h i c h h a s
a l a r g e M e n n n o n i t e p o p u l a t i o n ] , s u p p o r t f o r t h e P r o g r e s s i v e C o n s e r v a t i v e
P a r t y i n c r e a s e d b y 1 6 p e r c e n t t o a t o t a l o f 4 7 p e r c e n t w h i l e s u p p o r t f o r
t h e S o c i a l C r e d i t a n d L i b e r a l p a r t i e s d e c r e a s e d . S e v e n t y p e r c e n t o f t h e
r e s p o n d e n t s d i s a g r e e w i t h t h e s t a t e m e n t , " I t i s n o t t h e b u s i n e s s o f t h e
c h u r c h t o t r y t o i n fl u e n c e t h e a c t i o n s o f g o v e r n m e n t , " c o m p a r e d w i t h 5 6
p e r c e n t w h o d i s a g r e e d i n 1 9 7 2 . T h e r e i s a l s o m o r e a g r e e m e n t t h a t
M e n n o n i t e s s h o u l d v o t e i n e l e c t i o n s a n d h o l d p u b l i c o f fi c e , a n d t h a t t h e
c h u r c h s h o u l d e n g a g e i n p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n . A l l o f t h e s u r v e y e d
d e n o m i n a t i o n s h a v e h i s t o r i e s o f " g u a r d e d v i e w s o f t h e C h r i s t i a n ' s r o l e
i n g o v e r n m e n t . " T h e s t u d y f o u n d M e n n o n i t e s t o b e m o r e u r b a n a n d
e d u c a t e d . W h i l e t h e r e w e r e f e w s h i f t s o n d o c t r i n e , M e n n o n i t e s t o d a y a r e
n o w m o r e o p p o s e d t o e x t r a m a r i t a l a f f a i r s , s m o k i n g m a r i j u a n a a n d t o b a c c o ,
a n d h o m o s e x u a l a c t s b u t m o r e l i b e r a l o n s u c h i s s u e s a s d i v o r c e a n d
r e m a r r i a g e , s o c i a l d a n c i n g a n d d r i n k i n g a l c o h o l . ( F a i t h T o d a y , B o x 8 8 0 0 ,
S t n . B , W i l l o w d a l e , O n t . M 2 K 2 R 6 C a n a d a )

* C h u r c h a t t e n d a n c e c o n t i n u e s t o d r o p s h a r p l y i n C a n a d a , a l t h o u g h m o s t
C a n a d i a n s s t i l l b e l i e v e i n a c r e a t o r , a c c o r d i n g t o t h e N a t i o n a l C a t h o l i c
R e g i s t e r ( J a n u a r y 2 0 ) . I n a r e p o r t fi r s t c a r r i e d b y C a n a d a ' s G l o b e a n d
M a i 1 n e w s p a p e r , s o c i o l o g i s t R e g i n a l d B i b b y i s c i t e d a s fi n d i n g t h a t
C a n a d i a n s p o s s e s s a " s t r a n g e , i g n o r a n t " s p i r i t u a l i t y a n d h a v e a
" d e fi n i t e r e l u c t a n c e t o e n d o r s e r e l i g i o n . " I n h i s r e c e n t b o o k , " M o s a i c
M a d n e s s , " B i b b y c i t e s G a l l u p P o l l fi g u r e s w h i c h s h o w t h a t i n 1 9 4 6 , 6 7
p e r c e n t o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n a t t e n d e d a c h u r c h o r s y n a g o g u e o n a n a v e r a g e
w e e k l y b a s i s . F i f t e e n y e a r s a g o , t h e p e r c e n t a g e s t o o d a t 4 1 . B y 1 9 9 0 ,
t h e fi g u r e h a d d r o p p e d t o 2 7 p e r c e n t . B u t B i b b y r e p o r t s t h a t 8 4 p e r c e n t
o f y o u n g C a n a d i a n s 1 5 t o 2 4 y e a r s o f a g e s a y t h e y b e l i e v e i n G o d . E i g h t y
t h r e e p e r c e n t o f a d u l t s h o l d s i m i l a r b e l i e f s . T h e s a m e p e r c e n t a g e o f
y o u n g p e o p l e a n d 7 4 p e r c e n t o f a d u l t s a d m i t t o p r a y i n g " o c c a s i o n a l l y . "
( N a t i o n a l C a t h o l i c R e g i s t e r , 1 2 7 0 0 Ve n t u r a B l v d . , S t u d i o C i t y, C A 9 1 6 0 4 )

* A n u m b e r o f " y o g i s " o r m y s t i c s i n I n d i a h a v e r e c e n t l y b e e n s u b j e c t i n g
t h e m s e l v e s t o s c i e n t i fi c s c r u t i n y a n d h a v e b e e n d o c u m e n t e d t o p r o d u c e
u n i n t e r u p t e d " a l p h a " b r a i n w a v e s a n d o t h e r u n e x p l a i n a b l e f e a t s ,
a c c o r d i n g t o H i n d u i s m To d a v n e w s p a p e r ( J a n u a r y ) . O n e s t u d y c a r r i e d o u t
b y t h e Y o g a a n d C o n s c i o u s n e s s P r o j e c t a t I n d i a ' s N a t i o n a l I n s t i t u t e o f
M e n t a l H e a l t h a n d N e u r o s c i e n c e i n B a n g a l o r e , f o u n d t h a t a n u m b e r o f
m y s t i c s w e r e a b l e t o p r o d u c e t h e a l p h a b r a i n w a v e s , a s i g n o f c o m p l e t e
c o n c e n t r a t i o n a n d r e l a x a t i o n , w h i l e b e i n g s u b j e c t t o b r i g h t fl a s h i n g
l ights , loud noises such as Hrecrackers and horns, and hav ing the i r
s k i n p i e r c e d w i t h s h a r p o b j e c t s . O t h e r y o g i s w e r e r e p o r t e d t o h a v e b e e n
a b l e t o s t o p t h e i r h e a r t b e a t o r b r i n g t h e i r b r e a t h i n g t o a s t o p f o r
s h o r t p e r i o d s . T h e i n s t i t u t e , w h i c h w i l l b e i s s u i n g a r e p o r t o n i t s
r e s e a r c h t h i s y e a r , p r o m p t e d a y o g i k n o w n f o r " b u r y i n g h i m s e l f f o r w e e k s
a t a t i m e i n h o l e s w h i c h h e d i g s h i m s e l f , " t o u n d e r g o t h r e e t e n h o u r
t e s t s a n d f o u n d t h a t h e " a m a z i n g l y c u t h i s o x y g e n i n t a k e t o a b o u t h a l f
i t s n o r m a l r a t e , u n p r e c e n d e n t e d i n t h e a r c h i v e s o f m e d i c a l h i s t o r y , "
a c c o r d i n g t o t h e n e w s p a p e r .

PERESTROIKA ENDING FOR SOVIET BELIEVERS?
W i t h h i n t s o f r e p r e s s i o n r e t u r n i n g t o t h e S o v i e t U n i o n , r e l i g i o u s
b e l i e v e r s a r e b r a c i n g t h e m s e l v e s f o r a n e w w a v e o f c r a c k d o w n s o n t h e i r
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f r e e d o m s , a c c o r d i n g t o t h e N a t i o n a l C a t h o l i c R e g i s t e r ( J a n u a r y 2 0 ) . W i t h
m u c h o f t h e w o r l d ' s a t t e n t i o n o n t h e G u l f w a r , a n a u t h o r i t a r i a n b a c k l a s h
i n t h e S o v i e t U n i o n h a s b e e n t a k i n g p l a c e , w i t h m a n y C h r i s t i a n s f e a r i n g
t h a t r e c e n t r e l i g i o u s r e f o r m s w i l l b e r o l l e d b a c k . A l e k s a n d e r
O g o r o d n i k o v, a p r o m i n e n t R u s s i a n O r t h o d o x d i s s i d e n t , s a y s , " I n e f f e c t ,
w e ' r e w i t n e s s i n g a q u i e t c o u p d ' e t a t b r i n g i n g p e r e s t r o i k a t o a n e n d . "
R e p o r t e r J o n a t h a n L u x m o o r e w r i t e s t h a t w h i l e a n e w l a w w a s p a s s e d l a s t
O c t o b e r o f fi c i a l l y c u r b i n g s t a t e i n t e r f e r e n c e i n c h u r c h a c t i v i t i e s , t h e
l e g i s l a t i o n ' s " i m p l e m e n t a t i o n h a s b e e n p a t c h y s o f a r . P a r i s h e s h a v e b e e n
r e f u s e d l e g a l r e g i s t r a t i o n , r e l i g i o u s b r o a d c a s t s a r e s t i l l b e i n g
r e s i s t e d ; a n d t h o u g h c h u r c h g r o u p s h a v e o f f e r e d t o h e l p d i s t r i b u t e
d e s p e r a t e l y n e e d e d W e s t e r n f o o d a i d , t h e i r w o r k i s h a m p e r e d b y
d e l i b e r a t e b u r e a u c r a t i c o b s t a c l e s . "

L u x m o o r e a d d s t h a t " M o r e t r o u b l i n g s t i l l , i n t i m i d a t i o n i s g r o w i n g . " L a s t
S e p t e m b e r , t h e p o p u l a r O r t h o d o x p r i e s t A l e x a n d e r M e n w a s m u r d e r e d , a n d
o t h e r c a s e s h a v e f o l l o w e d . I n l a t e D e c e m b e r , a C h r i s t i a n p o e t o f J e w i s h
o r i g i n ( M e n w a s a l s o o f J e w i s h b a c k g r o u n d ) d i e d i n a s u s p i c i o u s r o a d
a c c i d e n t , a n d o n J a n . 2 , a c h u r c h i n v e s t i g a t o r l o o k i n g i n t o t h e c a s e w a s
m u r d e r e d a t h i s h o m e . O g o r o d n i k o v s a y s t h a t " A t t e m p t s a r e b e i n g m a d e t o
s t i r u p c o n fl i c t a s a p r e t e x t f o r b l o c k i n g c o n c e s s i o n s . W e c a n ' t c a l l i t
p e r s e c u t i o n . B u t i t i s t h e b e g i n n i n g o f a r e a c t i o n . " L u x m o o r e a d d s t h a t
a l t h o u g h d i s s i d e n t s m a y r e q u i r e W e s t e r n h e l p " i f o u t s i d e c o n t a c t s a r e t o
b e d e v e l o p e d , e v e n m o r a l s y m p a t h y i s u n l i k e l y w h i l e W e s t e r n g o v e r n m e n t s
a r e p r e o c c u p i e d w i t h e v e n t s i n t h e G u l f . P e r s e v e r a n c e a n d s e l f - r e l i a n c e
w i l l b e t h e o n l y t r u s t y w e a p o n s . "

IRAN RETURNING TO RELIGIOUS REPRESSION

A f t e r a p e r i o d o f r e l a x a t i o n o n g o v e r n m e n t r e s t r i c t i o n s o f r e l i g i o u s
f r e e d o m i n I r a n , t h e r e i s e v i d e n c e o f a " n e w , h a r s h e r r o u n d o f
s y s t e m a t i c r e p r e s s i o n a g a i n s t C h r i s t i a n s , e s p e c i a l l y t h o s e w h o a r e
f o r m e r M u s l i m s , " r e p o r t s t h e S w i s s - b a s e d E c u m e n i c a l P r e s s S e r v i c e
( J a n u a r y 1 6 - 3 1 ) . W h i l e t h e d e a t h o f A y a t o l l a h K h o m e i n i w a s s a i d t o h a v e
e a s e d r e l i g i o u s p e r s e c u t i o n [ s e e O c t o b e r ' 8 9 R W ] , t h e n e w w a v e o f
r e p r e s s i o n w a s e v i d e n c e d l a s t J u l y w h e n a u t h o r i t i e s c l o s e d t h e I r a n i a n
B i b l e S o c i e t y a n d c o n fi s c a t e d i t s fi l e s . M o r e r e c e n t l y , a f o r m e r M u s l i m ,
P e n t e c o s t a l p a s t o r w a s e x e c u t e d a f t e r b e i n g t o r t u r e d d u r i n g t w o m o n t h s
o f i m p r i s o n m e n t o n c h a r g e s o f s p y i n g , a c c o r d i n g t o a r e p o r t b y S o u t h e r n
B a p t i s t m i s s i o n a r i e s . W h i l e C h r i s t i a n i t y i s o f H c i a l l y l e g a l , t h e r e h a s
a l s o b e e n C h r i s t i a n c o n g r e g a t i o n s a n d b o o k s t o r e s c l o s e d r e c e n t l y .
C h r i s t i a n c o n f e r e n c e s a r e n o w b a n n e d a n d g o v e r n m e n t a p p r o v a l i s r e q u i r e d
f o r w e d d i n g s o r c h u r c h o u t i n g s . ( E c u m e n i c a l P r e s s S e r v i c e , B o x 2 1 0 0 , C H -
7 2 1 1 G e n e v a 2 , S w i t z e r l a n d )
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