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T h e r e c e n t p a p a l e n c y c l i c a l o n e c o n o m i c i s s u e s k n o w n a s " C e n t e s i m u s
A n n u s , " h a s a l r e a d y m a d e i t s m a r k o n r e l i g i o n i n o n e d i s t i n c t w a y : i t h a s
b e c o m e a r a l l y i n g p o i n t f o r p o l i t i c a l a n d r e l i g i o u s c o n s e r v a t i v e s i n
t h e i r b a t t l e a g a i n s t t h e r e l i g i o u s l e f t . T h e 1 1 4 - p a g e s t a t e m e n t r e fl e c t s
o n t h e d e m i s e o f c o m m u n i s m i n E a s t e r n E u r o p e , a n d m a d e a s t r o n g c a s e f o r
p r i v a t e p r o p e r t y a n d f r e e e n t e r p r i s e , w h i l e c r i t i c i z i n g c o n s u m e r i s m a n d
i n j u s t i c e s i n c a p i t a l i s t c o u n t r i e s .

A s w i t h o t h e r p a p a l e n c y c l i c a l s , t h e n e w d o c u m e n t h a s b e e n c l a i m e d t o
r e p r e s e n t a v a r i e t y o f v i e w s a n d m o v e m e n t s . T h e N a t i o n a l C a t h o l i c
R e g i s t e r ( M a y 1 9 ) r e p o r t s t h a t t h e n e w e n c y c l i c a l p l e a s e d b o t h t h e l e f t
a n d t h e r i g h t . " L e f t - l e a n i n g o b s e r v e r s l i k e d t h e e n c y c l i c a l b e c a u s e i t
r e c o g n i z e d t h e l i m i t s o f b o t h p r o fi t a n d p r i v a t e p r o p e r t y . T h e r i g h t
a p p l a u d e d f o r a n o d d l y s i m i l a r r e a s o n : t h e d o c u m e n t r e c o g n i z e s t h e
l e g i t i m a c y o f p r o fi t a n d p r i v a t e p r o p e r t y , " w r i t e s Q r e g B u r k e . B u t i t i s
t h e l a t t e r g r o u p o f c o n s e r v a t i v e s a n d n e o c o n s e r v a t i v e s w h o h a v e
c e l e b r a t e d t h e d o c u m e n t f o r a p p r o v i n g o f t h e i r e f f o r t s i n j o i n i n g
C h r i s t i a n i t y a n d C a t h o l i c i s m w i t h f r e e m a r k e t e c o n o m i c s . I n a n a r t i c l e o n
t h e e n c y c l i c a l i n t h e b u s i n e s s s e c t i o n o f t h e G r a n d R a p i d s P r e s s ( M a y 5 ) ,
R o b e r t S i r i c o , a p r i e s t w h o h e a d s t h e l i b e r t a r i a n - ( o r " c l a s s i c a l
l i b e r a l " - ) o r i e n t e d A c t o n I n s t i t u t e f o r t h e S t u d y o f R e l i g i o n a n d
L i b e r t y , c l a i m e d t h a t " T h i s [ e n c y c l i c a l ] v i n d i c a t e s o u r w h o l e a g e n d a . "

I n a n o t h e r a r t i c l e i n t h e N a t i o n a l C a t h o l i c R e p o r t e r ( M a y 2 4 ) , S i r i c o
w r i t e s t h a t C e n t e s i m u s A n n u s i s a " r e v o l u t i o n a r y t r e a t i s e b e c a u s e i t
p l a c e s t h e w o r l d ' s l a r g e s t C h r i s t i a n r e l i g i o n fi r m l y w i t h i n t h e f r e e -
m a r k e t c a m p . . . [ i t ] m a r k s t h e e n d f o r t h e c o l l e c t i v i s t - o r i e n t e d
1 i b e r a t i o n i s t m o v e m e n t s , b o t h i n s i d e a n d o u t s i d e t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , w h i c h
h a v e d o m i n a t e d m u c h o f t h e t h e o l o g i c a l s p e c u l a t i o n o n e c o n o m i c
q u e s t i o n s . " I n t h e W a l l S t r e e t J o u r n a l ( M a y 2 ) , n e o c o n s e r v a t i v e
t h e o l o g i a n a n d w r i t e r R i c h a r d J o h n N e u h a u s c h a r g e s t h a t t h e d o c u m e n t
n e g a t e s t h e U . S . C a t h o l i c b i s h o p ' s 1 9 8 6 p a s t o r a l l e t t e r o n t h e e c o n o m y ,
w h i c h c a l l e d f o r g r e a t e r g o v e r n m e n t i n v o l v e m e n t i n a l l e v i a t i n g p o v e r t y .
H e w r i t e s t h a t p e r h a p s t h e p a s t o r a l " m u s t n o w b e r e c o g n i z e d a s
u n r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f t h e c h u r c h ' s a u t h o r i t a t i v e t e a c h i n g . " B u t i n t h e
N a t i o n a l C a t h o l i c R e p o r t e r ( M a y 1 7 ) l i b e r a l c r i t i c s c l a i m t h a t N e u h a u s
a n d o t h e r n e o c o n s e r v a t i v e s a r e o n e - s i d e d l y i n t e r p r e t i n g t h e e n c y c l i c a l t o
t h e i r o w n i d e o l o g y . L i b e r a t i o n i s t - o r i e n t e d J e s u i t D a v i d H o l l e n b a c h s a y s
t h a t t h e p o p e i s s a y i n g y e s t o a f r e e - m a r k e t e c o n o m y b u t " w i t h a
s i g n i fi c a n t s e t o f ' b u t s ' . . . [ t h a t ] h a v e t o d o w i t h t h e i n c l u s i o n o f
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l a r g e n u m b e r s o f m a r g i n a l i z e d p e o p l e . . . H e ' s c e r t a i n l y c a l l i n g f o r c h a n g e s
i n t h e e c o n o m i c p a t t e r n s o f W e s t e r n c a p i t a l i s t s o c i e t y . " ( N a t i o n a l
C a t h o l i c R e g i s t e r , 1 2 7 0 0 Ve n t u r a B l v d . , S u i t e 2 0 0 , S t u d i o C i t y, C A 9 1 6 0 4 :
National Catholic Reporter, P.O. Box 419281, Kansas City, MO 64141) ~

RECRUITING OF NON-JEWISH CONVERTS GAINING CURRENCY IN JEWISH COIiHUNITY
J e w i s h e v a n g e l i s m t o g e n t i l e s h a s b e e n a 1 i t t l e - h e a r d - o f p r a c t i c e , b u t
t h e i d e a a p p e a r s t o g a i n i n g a c c e p t a n c e i n t h e J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y a n d i t s
p r e s s . T h e c u r r e n t i s s u e o f t h e j o u r n a l J u d a i s m ( S p r i n g ) f e a t u r e s a n
a r t i c l e c a l l i n g f o r a r e v i v a l o f a n c i e n t J e w i s h t r a d i t i o n s ( s t e m m i n g f r o m
t h e O l d Te s t a m e n t p r o p h e t s ) w h i c h c a l l s f o r t h e e n c o u r a g e m e n t a n d
w e l c o m i n g o f n o n - J e w i s h c o n v e r t s . L a w r e n c e E p s t e i n w r i t e s t h a t w h i l e m o s t
a r g u m e n t s f o r w e l c o m i n g c o n v e r t s t o t h e J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y i n t h e r e c e n t
p a s t h a v e h a d t o d o w i t h p r a c t i c a l i t y , s u c h a s i n p r o v i d i n g a d e f e n s e
a g a i n s t i n t e r m a r r i a g e , J u d a i s m i t s e l f c a l l s " u p o n t h o s e c a l l e d J e w i s h t o
m a k e [ t h e f a i t h ] a v a i l a b l e f o r a l l t h o s e s e e k i n g r e l i g i o u s t r u t h . "
E p s t e i n a d d s t h a t p r e s e n t c i r c u m s t a n c e s m a k i n g t h e J e w i s h m i s s i o n t o t h e
w o r l d r i p e f o r s u c c e s s i n c l u d e : t h e s u r v i v a l a n d s t r e n g t h o f t h e n a t i o n
o f I s r a e l , g i v i n g J u d a i s m b o t h s e c u r i t y a n d a b a s e f o r t r a n s m i t t i n g i t s
h e r i t a g e ; a n d t h e p l a c e m e n t o f m o s t J e w s i n t h e W e s t f r e e o f p e r s e c u t i o n ,
w h e r e t h e y c a n " j o i n o t h e r s t o m a k e a v a i l a b l e t h e i r r e l i g i o u s v i e w s . " A
t w o - p a r t s e r i e s o n w e l c o m i n g c o n v e r t s t o J u d a i s m i n t h e i n fl u e n t i a l
J e w i s h n e w s l e t t e r U l t i m a t e i s s u e s ( O c t . - D e c . a n d J a n . - M a r c h ) s a y s t h a t
" t h e r e i s n o t h i n g m o r e i m p o r t a n t f o r t h e J e w i s h f u t u r e t h a n r e t h i n k i n g "
t h e t r a d i t i o n a l h e s i t a n c e i n r e c r u i t i n g g e n t i l e c o n v e r t s t o t h e f a i t h .

E d i t o r D e n n i s P r a g e r w r i t e s t h a t t h e J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y w i l l n o t b e
e n l a r g e d e v e n i f t h e r e i s a r e v e r s a l o f i t s b i r t h r a t e d e c l i n e , a n d t h a t
" g a i n i n g n e w J e w s " w i l l b e e s s e n t i a l . H e a r g u e s t h a t m o r e g e n t i l e
c o n v e r s i o n s t o J u d a i s m w i l l l e s s e n t h e t h r e a t o f a n t i - s e m i t i s m , a s w e l l
a s b r i n g " f r e s h n e s s " i n t o t h e J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y . T h e d r i v e f o r J e w i s h
c o n v e r s i o n s h o u l d n o t b e d i r e c t e d t o w a r d p r a c t i c i n g C h r i s t i a n s b u t r a t h e r
t owa rd t he unchu rched , Mus l ims and t hose i nvo l ved i n " neo - ' pagan i sm" and
t h e N e w A g e m o v e m e n t . T h e e d i t o r a d d s t h a t J e w s c a n b e s t s e e k c o n v e r t s b y
i n v i t i n g n o n - J e w s t o t h e i r h o m e s f o r S a b b a t h m e a l s , a n d t h r o u g h
s y n a g o g u e s a n d o t h e r J e w i s h o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n i t i a t i n g p r o g r a m s o n J u d a i s m
f o r p o t e n t i a l c o n v e r t s . W h i l e t h e r e h a s y e t b e e n l i t t l e o f fi c i a l m o v e m e n t
o n t h e p a r t o f J e w i s h d e n o m i n a t i o n s t o s e e k n o n - J e w i s h c o n v e r t s , P r a e g e r ,
a r a d i o t a l k s h o w h o s t a n d l e c t u r e r , t o l d R W i n a n i n t e r v i e w t h a t t h e
i s s u e w i l l i n c r e a s i n g l y fi n d a h e a r i n g i n s u c h c i r c l e s " b e c a u s e i t i s t h e
s o r t o f t h i n g m o s t J e w s w o u l d b e p o s i t i v e a b o u t . " O n t h e l e c t u r e c i r c u i t
a m o n g J e w s a t t h e u n o f fi c i a l l e v e l , P r a e g e r a d d s h e i s fi n d i n g " a v e r y
f a v o r a b l e r e p o n s e " t o t e a c h i n g s o n t h e J e w i s h m i s s i o n t o n o n - J e w s .
( J u d a i s m , 1 5 E . 8 4 t h S t . , N e w Y o r k , N Y 1 0 0 2 8 - 0 4 5 8 ; U l t i m a t e I s s u e s , 6 0 2 0
W a s h i n g t o n B l v d . , C u l v e r C i t y , C A 9 0 2 3 2 )

INCREASING NUMBERS OF JEWISH YOUNG PROFESSIONALS DRAWN TO RABBINATE
R a b b i n i c a l s c h o o l s a r e r e p o r t i n g s h a r p i n c r e a s e s i n e n r o l l m e n t t h i s y e a r
a s y o u n g A m e r i c a n J e w s d i s e n c h a n t e d w i t h t h e p r o s p e c t s o f c a r e e r s i n l a w ,
m e d i c i n e a n d b u s i n e s s a r e s e a r c h i n g f o r p r o f e s s i o n s w i t h m o r e s p i r i t u a l
v a l u e s , a c c o r d i n g t o t h e N e w Yo r k T i m e s ( M a y 2 4 ) . " T h e R e f o r m a n d
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C o n s e r v a t i v e r a b b i n i c a l s e m i n a r i e s a r e a c c e p t i n g l a r g e r c l a s s e s f o r n e x t
f a l l t h a n t h e y h a v e i n a l m o s t a d e c a d e a m i d s i g n s t h a t t h e r a b b i n a t e h a s
achieved heightened professional s tatus," reports Ar i Goldman. Seminary

^officials are puzzled by the resurgence of interest in rabbinical
t r a i n i n g , e s p e c i a l l y s i n c e t h e t r e n d i s n o t m a t c h e d i n P r o t e s t a n t
s e m i n a r i e s , w h e r e a d m i s s i o n s h a v e b e e n s t a b l e f o r 2 0 y e a r s , o r C a t h o l i c
s e m i n a r i e s w h e r e t h e r e h a s b e e n a d e c l i n e i n a d m i s s i o n s . G o l d m a n a d d s
t h a t t h e " p h e n o m e n o n s e e m s t o b e e c o n o m i c a s w e l l a s s p i r i t u a l . "

T h e r a b b i n i c a l p a y s c a l e f o r r a b b i s h a s r i s e n a s t h e n u m b e r o f
C o n s e r v a t i v e a n d R e f o r m r a b b i s h a s d w i n d l e d i n r e c e n t y e a r s . T h e s t a r t i n g
sa lary for las t year 's graduates of the Jewish Theolog ica l Seminary, a
C o n s e r v a t i v e s c h o o l , w a s $ 6 0 , 0 0 0 . J e w i s h s c h o l a r R a b b i A r t h u r H e r t z b e r g
s a y s t h a t " I n a f a l l e n e c o n o m y, w h e r e t h e l a w i s o v e r c r o w d e d , w h e r e
m e d i c i n e i s o n i t s w a y t o s o c i a l i z a t i o n , w h e r e b u s i n e s s i s d i s c r e d i t e d ,
t h e r a b b i n a t e h a s b e c o m e a c o m p e t i t i v e p r o f e s s i o n . " O t h e r s e m i n a r y
o f fi c i a l s , h o w e v e r , s e e t h e t r e n d a s a m o v e a w a y f r o m t h e m a t e r i a l i s m o f
t h e 1 9 8 0 s , a n d a g r e a t e r c o n c e r n w i t h s p i r i t u a l v a l u e s . T h e p h e n o m e n o n i s
l a r g e l y b a s e d i n t h e C o n s e r v a t i v e a n d R e f o r m d e n o m i n a t i o n s ; O r t h o d o x
s e m i n a r i e s r e p o r t n o s i m i l a r e x p l o s i o n i n a p p l i c a n t s . M a n y o f t h e n e w
a p p l i c a n t s a r e l i k e l y t o b e s e c o n d - c a r e e r a p p l i c a n t s a n d c o n v e r t s . T h e
s e m i n a r i e s h a v e a l s o h a d a p a r t i n t h e r e s u r g e n c e , a s s u c h i n s t i t u t i o n s
h a v e " r e c r u i t e d e x t e n s i v e l y " o n c o l l e g e a n d h i g h s c h o o l c a m p u s e s .

SEXUALITY REPORTS GALVINIZING RENEWAL GROUPS
R e c e n t l i b e r a l s t a t e m e n t s o n s e x u a l i t y i s s u e d b y m a i n l i n e d e n o m i n a t i o n s
h a v e s e r v e d t o u n i f y e v a n g e l i c a l r e n e w a l g r o u p s i n t h e s e b o d i e s ,

^ ^ a c c o r d i n g t o t h e P r e s b v t e r i a n L a v m a n ( M a y / J u n e ) , a n e w s p a p e r o f t h e
c o n s e r v a t i v e P r e s b y t e r i a n L a y C o m m i t t e e . L e a d e r s f r o m e v a n g e l i c a l r e n e w a l
g r o u p s f r o m m o s t m a i n l i n e d e n o m i n a t i o n s m e t r e c e n t l y a n d f o u n d t h a t t h e y
w e r e e n g a g i n g i n a c o m m o n s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t c h u r c h s t a t e m e n t s t h a t
c h a l l e n g e t r a d i t i o n a l s e x u a l v i e w s , s u c h a s i n t h e i r s u p p o r t o f
h o m o s e x u a l l i f e s t y l e s . T h e r e n e w a l l e a d e r s s h a r e d c o p i e s o f t h e s e
s t a t e m e n t s ( w h i c h w i l l b e v o t e d o n i n d e n o m i n a t i o n a l c o n v e n t i o n s t h i s
s u m m e r ) a n d " d i s c u s s e d t a c t i c s w h i c h t h e y e m p l o y w i t h i n t h e i r o w n
c o n m i u n i o n s i n o r d e r t o p r o m o t e B i b l i c a l r e n e w a l , " a c c o r d i n g t o t h e
n e w s p a p e r . B u t t h e p o o r r e c e p t i o n g i v e n t o a m u c h - p u b l i c i z e d s e x u a l i t y
r e p o r t f r o m a c o m m i t t e e o f t h e P r e s b y t e r i a n C h u r c h ( U . S . ) , w h i c h p e r m i t s
h o m o s e x u a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s a n d p r e - m a r i t a l s e x u a l r e l a t i o n s , s u g g e s t s t h a t
t h e b a t t l e m a y n o t b e d i f fi c u l t t o w i n f o r r e n e w a l g r o u p s . T h e N e w Y o r k
T i m e s ( M a y 2 5 ) r e p o r t s t h a t m o r e t h a n h a l f o f t h e c h u r c h ' s 1 7 1 r e g i o n a l
p r e s b y t e r i e s , h a v e a l r e a d y c a l l e d f o r t h e r e p o r t ' s r e j e c t i o n , a n d n o t a
s i n g l e o n e h a s s u p p o r t e d i t . ( P r e s b y t e r i a n L a y m a n , 1 4 8 9 B a l t i m o r e P i k e ,
S u i t e 3 0 1 , S p r i n g fi e l d , P A 1 9 0 6 4 )

MOVIES FOCUSING ON SPIRITUAL ISSUES FROM UNCONVENTIONAL PERSPECTIVES

J u d g i n g b y r e c e n t a n d u p c o m i n g m o v i e s , H o l l y w o o d p r o d u c e r s a n d d i r e c t o r s
a r e i n c r e a s i n g l y c o n c e r n e d w i t h s p i r i t u a l i s s u e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e
a f t e r l i f e , a c c o r d i n g t o T i m e m a g a z i n e ( J u n e 3 ) . " S p e l l b o u n d b y t h e
b l o c k b u s t e r s u c c e s s o f l a s t s u m m e r ' s ^ G h o s t ' . . . N o f e w e r t h a n a d o z e n

t e r 1 i f e fi l m s w i l l b e r e l e a s e d t h i s y e a r . . . H o i l y w o o d ' s n e w f o r m u l a
n e a t l y c a p i t a l i z e s o n t h e s e a r c h f o r s p i r i t u a l i t y t h a t h a s c a p t u r e d
A m e r i c a a t t h e t u r n o f t h e d e c a d e . " B u t fi l m a k e r s ' i n t e r e s t i n s u c h
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m a t t e r s d e p a r t s h a r p l y f r o m t r a d i t i o n a l f a i t h c o n c e r n s . " T h e G r i m R e a p e r
a n d t h e fi r e s o f h e l l h a v e b e e n s l i c k l y s u p p l a n t e d b y a b l i s s f u l f e e l
g o o d d e a t h i n t h e f o r m o f r e i n c a r n a t i o n . . . N o d o u b t S h i r l e y M a c L a i n e ' s
p h i l o s o p h i c a l m u s i n g s a n d R i c h a r d G e r e ' s c a s e t t e - t a p e r e a d i n g s f r o m t h e
T i b e t a n B o o k o f t h e D e a d h a v e p e r m e a t e d t h e c o l l e c t i v e u n c o n s c i o u s o f
f o r t y s o m e t h i n g p r o d u c e r s f o r c e d t o f a c e m o r t a l i t y t h r o u g h t h e d e a t h o f
t h e i r p a r e n t s a n d t h e t r a g i c t o l l o f c o l l e a g u e s w h o h a v e d i e d o f A I D S , "
w r i t e s M a r t h a S i m s . O n e p r o d u c e r o f a n u p c o m i n g a f t e r l i f e fi l m s a y s t h a t
m o s t m o v i e r g o e r s h a v e n o t h a d a t r a d i t i o n a l r e l i g i o u s u p b r i n g i n g , a n d
t h a t " c o n v e n t i o n a l r e l i g i o n " n o l o n g e r h e l p s p e o p l e d e a l w i t h d e a t h .

WORLDWIDE CHURCH OF GOD JOURNEYING TO ORTHODOX CHRISTIANITY?
The Wor ldw ide Church o f God appears to be con t i nu ing to move in
m a i n s t r e a m C h r i s t i a n d i r e c t i o n s u n d e r t h e l e a d e r s h i p o f J o s e p h T k a c h . T h e
N o v e m b e r ' 8 9 RW r e p o r t e d t h a t t h e W C Q , a q u a s i - C h r i s t i a n m i l l e n i a l
m o v e m e n t , w a s p l a y i n g d o w n t h e t e a c h i n g s a n d r o l e o f l a t e f o u n d e r H e r b e r t
W . A r m s t r o n g u n d e r T k a c h * s l e a d e r s h i p . T h e c u r r e n t i s s u e o f t h e
Ambassador Reoor t (May) , a news le t te r i ssued by fo rmer WCG members ,
r e p o r t s t h a t n e w c h a n g e s i n a u g u a r a t e d b y T k a c h s h o w s f u r t h e r m o v e m e n t o f
the WCG away f rom i t s pas t . Tkach now teaches be ing "born aga in" means
C h r i s t i a n c o n v e r s i o n r a t h e r t h a n t h e A r m s t r o n g v i e w t h a t i t i s t h e
"u l t imate inher i tance" of members. The doctr ine teaching Amer ica 's and
B r i t a i n ' s r o l e i n p r o p h e s y ( k n o w n a s B r i t i s h I s r a e l i t i s m ) m a y b e r e j e c t e d
by nex t year, one church spokesman says .

T h e A r m s t r o n g t e a c h i n g d e n y i n g t h e d o c t r i n e o f t h e t r i n i t y i s n o w u n d e r
r e v i e w. Tw e n t y s i x c h u r c h d o c t r i n e s a n d p o l i c i e s h a v e b e e n c h a n g e d u n d e r
t h e n e w l e a d e r s h i p . E d i t o r J o h n T r e c h a k h o l d s t h a t p u b l i c r e l a t i o n s i s a
s i g n i fi c a n t f a c t o r i n t h e W C G ' s t r a n s f o r m a t i o n , a s T k a c h a n d o t h e r
o f fi c i a l s a r e " b u s i l y c o o p e r a t i n g w i t h m a i n s t r e a m C h r i s t i a n m e d i a a r o u n d
t h e w o r l d . " B u t h e c l a i m s t h e W C G l e a d e r s h i p i s s t i l l n o t b e i n g h o n e s t
w i t h i t s m e m b e r s , d e n y i n g , f o r i n s t a n c e , t h a t A r m s t r o n g w a s g u i l t y o f
p l a g a r i s m . B u t o t h e r e v a n g e l i c a l s a n d a p r o m i n e n t e x - m e m b e r b e l i e v e t h a t
t he WCG's move toward ma ins t ream Chr i s t i an be l i e f s may be genu ine .
(Ambassador Repor t , P.O. Box 60068, Pasadena, CA 91116)

CURRENT RESEARCH: N e w F i n d i n g s o n R e l i g i o u s A t t i t u d e s a n d B e h a v i o r

* F e w e r t h a n 1 0 p e r c e n t o f A m e r i c a n s a r e d e e p l y c o n v n i t t e d C h r i s t i a n s , b u t
t h i s m i n o r i t y o f t e n l e a d s f a r d i f f e r e n t l i v e s t h a n t h e g e n e r a l
p o p u l a t i o n , a c c o r d i n g t o a p r e v i e w o f a G a l l u p s t u d y w h i c h w i l l n o t b e
r e l e a s e d u n t i l e a r l y n e x t y e a r . T h e N a t i o n a l & I n t e r n a t i o n a l R e l i g i o n
R e p o r t ( M a y 2 0 ) r e p o r t s o n a r e c e n t a d d r e s s g i v e n b y r e s e a r c h e r G e o r g e
G a l l u p J r . , w h e r e h e s a i d t h a t t h i s c o m m i t t e d m i n o r i t y o f C h r i s t i a n s a r e
" a b r e e d a p a r t . . . T h e y a r e m o r e t o l e r a n t o f p e o p l e o f d i v e r s e b a c k g r o u n d s .
T h e y a r e m o r e i n v o l v e d i n c h a r i t a b l e a c t i v i t i e s . T h e y a r e m o r e i n v o l v e d
i n p r a c t i c a l C h r i s t i a n i t y . T h e y a r e a b s o l u t e l y c o m m i t t e d t o
p r a y e r . . . [ a n d ] f a r h a p p i e r t h a n t h e r e s t o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n . " G a l l u p ' s
s t u d y a l s o fi n d s t h a t " N e w A g e b e l i e f s " a r e j u s t a s s t r o n g a m o n g
t r a d i t i o n a l l y r e l i g i o u s p e o p l e a s a m o n g t h o s e w h o a r e n o t t r a d i t i o n a l l y
r e l i g i o u s . " H e a l s o fi n d s a g r o w i n g p e r c e n t a g e o f C h r i s t i a n s w h o s a y t h e y
c a n s u s t a i n t h e i r f a i t h w i t h o u t a t t e n d i n g c h u r c h . ( N a t i o n a l &
I n t e r n a t i o n a l R e l i g i o n R e p o r t , P. O . B o x 2 1 4 3 3 , R o a n o k e , V A 2 4 0 1 8 )

- 4 -



♦ Seventh Day Adventists in North America are increasingly middle-aged,
middle-class, multiethnic, non-urban and above average in education,
according to a survey presented in the current issue of Spectrum (Harch),â indepenLnt Adventist magazine In a profile drawn from a purvey of1,675 households conducted by the church s Review and Herald PublishingAssociation, it was found that half of American Adventists live in small
towns and rural areas, in marked contrast to the general urbanization of
the rest of U.S. society. This finding "reveals a significant gap in
Adventist penetration of the largo cities, especially the suburbs
surrounding North America's largest urban centers... writes Monte
Sahlin. Adventists have acheived a high level of educational attainment;The percentage of Adventists with less than a high school diploma is half
that of the general population in the United States and Canada. This is
especially a phenomenon of recent generations; among Adventist men bornbefore 1925, only 29 percent have college degrees, while among Adventist
men born from 1946 through 1964, fully 50 percent have college degrees.
The percentage of males with college degrees among black and Hispanic
Adventists "may be slightly greater than among white Adventists. In
drawing minorities, the Adventist church has been particularly successfulamong blacks (who are "solidly middle class ). Adventists are also more
likely to be homeowners than is the general population, as well as
"significantly more likely" to use credit cards. The role of women is
reported to have changed. Three out of four Adventist women who are not
retired work outside the home, and only one Adventist womanconsiders herself a full-time homemaker. The Adventist church in North
America is aging; "...the most important demographic fact for
changes in the future of Adventism in North America is the significant
underrepresentation of Adventist children in the youngest age group
(birth to fifth birthday). Through the years, this could affect
evervthing from cradle roll Sabbath schools to graduate school
enrollments," Sahlin writes. (Spectrum, 7710 Carroll Ave., Takoma Park,
MD 20913)

* Nine of the top 15 U.S. churches with the fastest-growing average
Sunday morning attendance are predominantly black, according ®
survey by church-growth researcher John Vaughan of Southwest
University, Bolivar, Mo. The National & International ^
notes that the study, which is based on 1989 church records--the lastyear for which complete figures are avai1able--found that the reason for
the fast growing black churches may show a strategy change: Some pastors
are shortening their traditionally long services, holding multiple
services, and bui lding larger churches. Black in 1988 toinclude: Word of Faith Center in Detroit, from 2,000 attendees in to
3,500 in 1989; West Angeles Church of God in Christ, Los ̂ '̂ Seles, 4,to 6,000; and Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church, Baltimore, 3,000
t o 4 , 0 0 0 .

♦ A widely-publicized City University of New York survey cited last
month in RW reporting that most Americans identified themselves as
Christian and that minority non-Christian religions in America have less
adherents than often claimed is receiving its share of criticism from
religion researchers. University of Southern Califorma professors Robert
Elwood and Donald E. Miller recently issued a critique [to be publishedin an upcoming issue of the .journal for the Scientific Study of Religion]
in which they question the survey's method of asking respondents
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i den t i f y the i r fa i th and bypass ing ava i lab le re l i g ious membersh ip
s t a t i s t i c s , o f t e n l e a d i n g t o a n i n a c c u r a t e p o r t r a i t o f A m e r i c a n r e l i g i o n .
For instance, the study found only 27,000 " fundamental is ts" in Amer ica,
b u t " p r e s u m a b l y m a n y o f t h e B a p t i s t s , P e n t e c o s t a l i s t s , a n d o t h e r s w o u l d
a c c e p t t h i s t a g i f a s k e d , " r a t h e r t h a n o n l y b e i n g r e q u i r e d t o i d e n t i f y
t h e i r d e n o m i n a t i o n , E l w o o d a n d M i l l e r w r i t e . T h e m e m b e r s h i p s o f r e l i g i o n s
b a s e d i n s i n g l e r e g i o n s o f t h e c o u n t r y , s u c h a s D u t c h C a l v i n i s t s , E a s t e r n
O r t h o d o x , H i n d u s a n d M u s l i m s , w e r e a l s o u n d e r r e p o r t e d d u e t o t h e s u r v e y ' s
" l a c k o f c o r r e c t i o n f o r g e o g r a p h i c a l d i s t r i b u t i o n . " T h e
p r o f e s s o r s a d d t h a t i f w o u l d b e " u n f o r t u n a t e i f u n f a i r l y l o w fi g u r e s f o r
g r o u p s a l r e a d y t o o o f t e n r e g a r d e d a s m a r g i n a l , s u c h a s A m e r i c a n M u s l i m s ,
H i n d u s a n d E a s t e r n O r t h o d o x , w e r e u s e d t o r e i n f o r c e t h a t v i e w. "

♦ A r e c e n t s u r v e y o f c o l l e g e s t u d e n t s i n B o m b a y , I n d i a s u g g e s t s t h a t m a n y
I n d i a n y o u n g p e o p l e a r e i n c r e a s i n g l y W e s t e r n i z e d w i t h a n u m b e r o f t h e m
q u e s t i o n i n g t r a d i t i o n a l H i n d u r e l i g i o n , a c c o r d i n g t o H i n d u i s m T o d a v
n e w s p a p e r ( J u n e ) . T h e s u r v e y , c o n d u c t e d b y t h e C h i c a g o - b a s e d I n d i a
T r i b u n e , f o u n d t h a t m a n y o f t h e s t u d e n t s s h o w e d a n a p a t h y t o w a r d I n d i a n
c u l t u r e ( a l t h o u g h t h e y s h o w e d s o m e p a t r i o t i s m t o w a r d I n d i a a s a c o u n t r y )
a n d a d v o c a t e d a d o p t i n g W e s t e r n c u l t u r e , e i t h e r i n p a r t o r w h o l e . W h i l e
t h e r e s p o n d e n t s a d m i t t e d t o f a i t h i n Q o d , t h e y w e r e l e s s e n t h u s i a s t i c
a b o u t t h e i r o w n r e l i g i o n , w i t h s o m e a d m i t t i n g t o a t h e i s m o r e m p h a s i z i n g
t h e i r I n d i a n r a t h e r t h a n t h e i r H i n d u i d e n t i t y . T h e s t u d e n t s w e r e a l s o
a p a t h e t i c a b o u t p o l i t i c s , e s p e c i a l l y t h e c u r r e n t c r u s a d e b e i n g w a g e d b y
t h e c o u n t r y ' s H i n d u " f u n d a m e n t a l i s t s . " ( H i n d u i s m To d a y, 1 8 1 9 S e c o n d S t . ,
C o n c o r d , O A 9 4 5 1 9 )

CANADIAN EVANGELICALS INCREASINGLY INFLUENCED BY AMERICAN TRENDS ̂
C a n a d a ' s e v a n g e l i c a l s m a y b e b e c o m i n g m o r e l i k e t h e i r c o u n t e r p a r t s i n t h e
U . S . , a s r e c e n t A m e r i c a n - b o r n r e l i g i o u s t r e n d s a r e fi n d i n g t h e i r w a y
n o r t h o f t h e b o r d e r . R e p o r t s o f s p i r i t u a l a w a k e n i n g a n d g r o w i n g u n i t y
a m o n g e v a n g e l i c a l l e a d e r s i n v a r i o u s r e g i o n s o f t h e U . S . , s u c h a s N e w
Eng land the Pac ific Nor thwes t [ see November and May RW] , a re now a lso
being heard from Canada. Charisma & Christian Life magazine (May) reports
t h a t C a n a d i a n e v a n g e l i c a l b r o a d c a s t e r D a v i d M a i n s e r e c e n t l y t r a v e l e d
a c r o s s t h e n a t i o n v i s i t i n g c h u r c h e s a n d f r e q u e n t l y f o u n d " g r o u p s o f
p a s t o r s m e e t i n g t o p r a y f o r t h e i r c i t i e s . T h e s e u s u a l l y a r e n o t f o r m a l
m e e t i n g s , b u t s o m e t h i n g t h a t h a s c o m e t o g e t h e r s p o n t a n e o u s l y. " S u c h
m e e t i n g s i n v o l v e l e a d e r s f r o m a l l d e n o m i n a t i o n s , i n c l u d i n g P e n t e c o s t a l s ,
m a i n l i n e P r o t e s t a n t s a n d R o m a n C a t h o l i c s . M a i n s e s a y s h e h a s n o t
witnessed anything l ike the current church renewal movement in 20 years
a n d , l i k e h i s A m e r i c a n c o u n t e r p a r t s , b e l i e v e s t h a t i t i s a f o r e t a s t e o f a
c o m i n g r e v i v a l .

♦ R e c o n s t r u c t i o n i s m , t h e U . S . m o v e m e n t t e a c h i n g t h a t t h e B i b l e ,
e s p e c i a l l y t h e O l d Te s t a m e n t , s h o u l d r u l e s o c i e t y, h a s a l s o r e a c h e d
C a n a d i a n e v a n g e l i c a l s , b u t w i t h l e s s s u c c e s s , a c c o r d i n g t o t h e C a n a d a ' s
e v a n g e l i c a l m a g a z i n e F a i t h To d a v ( M a y / J u n e ) . T h e C o a l i t i o n f o r R e v i v a l , a
U . S . e v a n g e l i c a l g r o u p w i t h r e c o n s t r u c t i o n i s t t i e s a p p e a r e d t o b e
g a t h e r i n g s t r e n g t h i n t h e l a t e 1 9 8 0 s . B u t t o d a y t h e g r o u p ' s i n fl u e n c e i sin a "holding pattern," with its major supporters being a group of
char ismat ic pastors in Br i t i sh Columbia . The pr ime mot iva tor o f
reconstruct ionism in Canada is St i l l Waters Revival Books of Edmonton and ^
i t s p r e s i d e n t R e g B a r r o w. H e c l a i m s t h a t 9 0 p e r c e n t o f C a n a d a ' s C a l v i n i s t
ministers have been in some way influenced by reconstruct ionism, and that
such influence can be seen in the conservat ive Chr is t ian Her i tage Party
( s i n c e i t i s s a i d t o r e j e c t p l u r a l i s m ) , t h e r a p i d g r o w t h o f C h r i s t i a n
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s c h o o l s a n d t h e C h r i s t i a n e d u c a t i o n p r o g r a m a t T r i n i t y W e s t e r n U n i v e r s i t y
i n B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a . B u t o t h e r o b s e r v e r s d i s p u t e t h a t s u c h t r e n d s a n d
g r o u p s a r e t i e d t o r e c o n s t r u c t i o n i s m .

^ ♦ The emphasis on spiritual warfare and Satanism prevalent among U.S.
e v a n g e l i c a l s i s a l s o g a i n i n g g r o u n d i n C a n a d a . T h e s a m e i s s u e o f F a i t h
T o d a v c i t e d a b o v e r e p o r t s t h a t e v a n g e l i c a l s h a v e t a r g e t e d V a n c o u v e r f o r
s p i r i t u a l w a r f a r e - - w h i c h e n t a i l s b a t t l i n g d e m o n i c i n fl u e n c e s i n p e o p l e
a s w e l l a s g e o g r a p h i c a r e a s — d u e t o t h e c i t y ' s s e c u l a r i t y . T h e J a n . / F e b .
i s s u e o f t h e s a m e m a g a z i n e s a y s t h a t a c c o u n t s o f d e m o n i c p o s s e s s i o n a r e
"becoming more and more common in Canada 's evange l i ca l churches . "
S e m i n a r s i n t h e d e m o n i c " d e l i v e r a n c e m i n i s t r y " a r e b e i n g o f f e r e d t o
C a n a d i a n p a s t o r s . B i b l e c o l l e g e s t h r o u g h o u t t h e U . S . a n d C a n a d a a r e n o w
o f f e r i n g c o u r s e s i n d e l i v e r a n c e . T h e A m e r i c a n i n fl u e n c e i n t h i s
d e v e l o p m e n t i s m o r e d i r e c t : A m e r i c a n a u t h o r F r a n k P e r e t t i ' s t w o b e s t -
s e l l i n g n o v e l s o n s p i r i t u a l w a r f a r e ( " P i e r c i n g t h e D a r k n e s s , " a n d " T h i s
P r e s e n t D a r k n e s s , " ) a r e " a w a k e n i n g t h e c h u r c h " t o s u c h m a t t e r s , s a y s o n e
p a s t o r . ( C h a r i s m a & C h r i s t i a n L i f e , 6 0 0 R i n e h a r t R d » , L a k e M a r y, F L
32746; Fa i th Today, Box 8800, Stn . B, Wi1 lowdale , ON M2K 2R6 Canada)

EUROPEAN GREEN MOVEMENT PAYING MORE ATTENTION TO SPIRITUALITY
The Green movement in Europe and Great Br i ta in has been marked ly more
s e c u l a r t h a n t h e G r e e n g r o u p s i n t h e U . S . B u t i n a n i n t e r v i e w i n C r e a t i o n
S o r i t u a l i t v m a g a z i n e ( M a y / J u n e ) , B r i t i s h G r e e n l e a d e r J o n a t h a n P o r r i t
s a y s t h a t G r e e n s t h r o u g h o u t t h e W e s t a r e d i s c o v e r i n g s p i r i t u a l t y ,
pa r t i cu l a r l y t he k i nd assoc ia ted w i t h c rea t i on sp i r i t ua l i t y, a movemen t
led by Ma t thew Fox comb in ing Ch r i s t i an mys t i c i sm w i th Eas te rn and New Age
c o n c e p t s t e a c h i n g t h e s a c r e d n e s s o f n a t u r e . P o r r i t , h e a d o f t h e
e n v i r o n m e n t a l i s t F r i e n d s o f t h e E a r t h g r o u p , c l a i m s t h a t t h e e c o l o g i c a l
c r i s i s i s a t h e a r t a c r i s i s i n s p i r i t u a l i t y , a n d t h e s p i r i t u a l t e a c h i n g s
h e d r a w s o n c o m e s f r o m t h e i n d i g e n o u s o r a b o r i g i n a l p e o p l e o f t h e w o r l d .
" I t i s a b s o l u t e l y a p p a r e n t t o u s i n F r i e n d s o f t h e E a r t h , a n d i n m a n y
o t h e r e n v i r o n m e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s , t h a t w e h a v e s o m u c h t o l e a r n f r o m
these people. And such a sense of sharing is beginning to develop now,
that I th ink i t 's a l ready changing the nature of many of the campaigns
t h a t w e s t e r n e n v i r n o m e n t a l i s t s a r e i n v o l v e d i n . . . f o r m a n y o f t h e s e
people, the Earth speaks much more simply through them than it seems to
speak th rough us , " he says . (Creat ion Sp i r i tua l i t y, 4185 Park B lvd . ,
O a k l a n d , O A 9 4 6 0 2 )

ISLAMIC UPDATE
♦ Last September RW reported on a new organization known as Islam in
Africa, which was said to have issued a plan to "eradicate Christianity"
a n d o t h e r n o n - I s l a m i c r e l i g i o n s a n d b a n n o n - M u s l i m s f r o m h o l d i n g a n y
pol i t ical office throughout the Afr ican continent. More recently, the
n e w s l e t t e r N a t i o n a l & I n t e r n a t i o n a l R e l i g i o n R e p o r t ( M a y 6 ) , d i d s o m e
i n v e s t i g a t i o n i n t o t h i s a l l e g e d l y " t o p s e c r e t " p l a n t o I s l a m i z e A f r i c a
and found that the story was most ly a hoax. Publ icat ions that carr ied the
story—including Idaa. the German evangel ica l news serv ice of ten c i ted as
the source--say they s imply p icked i t up f rom other publ icat ions. The

^ newsletter finally traced the story to "someone close to California-based
Jack Chick Publications, which heavily promoted the John Todd-1 11uminati
and Alberto-Cathol ic conspiracy hoaxes of the 1970s." While a meeting of
i n t e r n a t i o n a l M u s l i m s i n N i g e r i a d i d t a k e p l a c e i n l a t e 1 9 8 9 t o
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s t ra teg ize the sp read o f I s lam in A f r i ca , the o the r pa r ts o f the s to ry
w e r e e m b e l l i s h m e n t s b y C h r i s t i a n s . O n e s o u r c e s a y s t h a t s u c h a n
e m b e l l i s h m e n t w a s m a d e t o u n d e r s c o r e t h e t h r e a t I s l a m p o s e s t o
C h r i s t i a n i t y . [ T h e w i d e c i r c u l a t i o n o f t h i s h o a x i n t h e C h r i s t i a n - -
pa r t i cu la r l y evange l i ca l and Ca tho l i c - -p ress a l so shows the i n tens i f y i ng
r e a c t i o n a g a i n s t I s l a m i c g r o w t h i n s u c h c i r c l e s ; s e e J a n u a r y ' 9 0 R W f o r
m o r e o n t h i s i s s u e ]

* A s U . S . t r o o p s p u l l o u t o f S a u d i a A r a b i a , M u s l i m " f u n d a m e n t a l i s t s " a r e
r e a s s e r t i n g t h e m s e l v e s i n t h e d e s e r t s t a t e , a c c o r d i n g t o t h e W a l 1 S t r e e t
Journal (May 2). The U.S. presence in Saudia Arabia during the Gulf
c r i s i s r a i s e d t h e h o p e s o f m a n y S a u d i l i b e r a l s t h a t t h e r e w o u l d s o o n b e
a n o p e n i n g f o r g r e a t e r W e s t e r n i n fl u e n c e a n d d e m o c r a c y, b u t t h e s i t u a t i o n
s e e m s t o b e m o v i n g i n t h e o p p o s i t e d i r e c t i o n . L e d b y a f u n d a m e n t a l i s t
group known as the "mutawin," mi l i tant Musl ims are attacking any hints of
Wes te rn i za t i on i n t he a l ready s t r i c t l y I s l am ic Saud i soc ie t y. Mu taw in
members are attempting to stamp out music, and they patrol the streets
for any infr ingements of complete segregation between the sexes. These
Muslims are widely spreading their views by cassette tapes, radio and TV,
while the lack of a free press prevents any dissent from emerging.
Western diplomats and Saudi academics bel ieve that a "s ignificant and
growing minor i ty o f Saudis- -perhaps a th i rd- -sympath ize" w i th such
e x t r e m i s t s .

Liberals claim that the new morality crusade masks a broader mutawin
campaign, as seen in their recent success in blocking legal and politicalreforms by King Fahd. The lack of any separation between mosque and state
makes the royal family reluctant to rein in the militants, with
"reactionary" elements "valuing the matawin as a brake on even the mostmodest reforms." The new Islamic fervor "bodes ill for the strong U.S.
Saudi alliance," the article concludes. But at the same time, the New ^

(May 26) reports that Saudi rel igious and academic leadersfrom fundamentalist institutions have recently petitioned King Fahd to
end corruption, allow for wider representation in government, and protect
human rights-- demands usually made by Saudi liberals. The petition also
demands more Koran-based laws. But that conservative Saudis showed a
greater inclination to give people a say in government may be part of a

reactive evolution brought about by the gulf crisis everywhere in the
a r e a , s a y s a S a u d i b u s i n e s s m a n .

N O T E : W e a r e c u r r e n t l y c h a n g i n g o u r m a i l i n g l i s t s y s t e m a n d t h e r e h a v e
b e e n s o m e m i s h a p s t r a n s f e r r i n g r e n e w a l d a t e s o n t o t h e l a b e l s . I f y o u
n o t i c e t h a t y o u r r e n e w a l d a t e i s i n c o r r e c t , b e a s s u r e d t h a t w e h a v e t h e
c o r r e c t d a t e a n d t h a t y o u r l a b e l w i l l b e c h a n g e d a c c o r d i n g l y b y t h e n e x t
i s s u e .
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* E m e r g i n g T r e n d s , t h e n e w s l e t t e r o f t h e P r i n c e t o n R e l i g i o n R e s e a r c h

C e n t e r , p r e s e n t s a s u r v e y o f t h e s h a p e o f r e s e a r c h i n r e l i g i o n i n t h e
1 9 9 0 s i n i t s J a n u a r y a n d F e b r u a r y i s s u e s . T h e G e o r g e G a l l u p I n t e r n a t i o n a l
I n s t i t u t e , w h i c h i s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e r e s e a r c h c e n t e r , b r o u g h t t o g e t h e r
o v e r 2 0 r e l i g i o u s l e a d e r s a n d s c h o l a r s t o d i s c u s s t h e i s s u e s
a n d t r e n d s t h a t w i l l e n g a g e t h e r e l i g i o u s c o m m u n i t y i n t h e y e a r s a h e a d ,
a s w e l l a s t o c h a r t n e w p a t h s t o b e t a k e n i n r e s e a r c h ( t h e r e b y s e r v i n g a s
a g o o d i d e a b a n k f o r j o u r n a l i s t s , r e s e a r c h e r s a n d r e l i g i o u s l e a d e r s ) .
S o m e o f t h e t o p i c s r e p o r t e d b y s o c i o l o g i s t R o b e r t W u t h n o w h a v e b e e n
r e p o r t e d i n R e l i g i o n W a t c h a n d o t h e r p u b l i c a t i o n s , s u c h a s w o m e n c l e r g y
a n d t h e i r a f f e c t o n r e l i g i o u s g r o u p s . I s l a m i c g r o w t h i n t h e U . S . , t h e
b l a c k c h u r c h a n d i t s i m p a c t i n i t s c o m m u n i t y , a n d n e w b i o e t h i c a l
c h a l l e n g e s . O t h e r t o p i c s l o o k i n n e w d i r e c t i o n s : t h e n e w e m p h a s i s o n
n a t i o n a l i d e n t i t y a n d t r i b a l i s m a r o u n d t h e w o r l d ( s u c h a s i n E a s t e r n
E u r o p e a n d Q u e b e c ) a n d h o w t h i s m a y r e l a t e t o t h e r e c e n t i n t e r e s t i n
s m a l l r e l i g i o u s g r o u p s ; r e l i g i o u s m i n i s t r y t o t h e m e n t a l l y i l l w h o h a v e
b e e n f o r c e d o n t h e s t r e e t s t h r o u g h d e i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n ; r e n e w i n g
c h u r c h r o l e s a s p u b l i c m e e t i n g s p a c e s ; s u p p o r t g r o u p s a n d t h e i r r o l e i n a
n e w s p i r i t u a l i t y . F o r m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n w r i t e t o : E m e r g i n g T r e n d s , 1 0 0
P a l m e r S q . , S u i t e 2 1 3 , P. O . B o x 3 8 9 , P r i n c e t o n , N J 0 8 5 4 2 .

* T h e M a r c h i s s u e o f t h e n e o c o n s e r v a t i v e m a g a z i n e F i r s t T h i n g s f e a t u r e s a
s y m p o s i u m o n J u d a i s m a n d A m e r i c a n L i f e w h i c h d e m o n s t r a t e s s o m e o f t h e
r e t h i n k i n g a n d d e b a t e o n t h i s i s s u e t h a t h a s b e e n t a k i n g p l a c e i n J e w i s h
i n t e l l e c t u a l c i r c l e s o v e r t h e p a s t d e c a d e . T h e e d i t o r s p u t f o r t h t h e
t h e s i s t h a t A m e r i c a n J e w s " a r e i n c r e a s i n g l y c o n t e n d i n g f o r ^ e q u a l t i m e '
i n l a w a n d g o v e r n m e n t p r o g r a m s t h a t e n c o u r a g e r a t h e r t h a n r e s t r i c t t h e
r o l e o f r e l i g i o n i n p u b l i c l i f e , " q u e s t i o n i n g t h e o n c e d o m i n a n t v i e w t h a t
r e l i g i o n s h o u l d b e k e p t s e p a r a t e f r o m t h e p u b l i c s q u a r e , a n d t h e y a s k 1 6
J e w i s h l e a d e r s a n d t h i n k e r s h o w t h e i r m i n d s h a v e c h a n g e d o n t h i s i s s u e .
W h i l e t h e m a j o r i t y ( 1 3 p a r t i c i p a n t s ) s a y t h e y h a v e c h a n g e d t h e i r m i n d s
a n d m o v e d t o w a r d g r e a t e r a c c e p t a n c e o f r e l i g i o u s v a l u e s i n p u b l i c l i f e ,
a l m o s t a l l o f t h e r e s p o n d e n t s s e e n o s i g n fi c a n t s h i f t a w a y f r o m
" s e p a r a t i o n i s m " a m o n g m o s t A m e r i c a n J e w i s h o r g a n i z a t i o n s . F o r m o r e
i n f o r m a t i o n w r i t e : F i r s t T h i n g s , 1 5 6 F i f t h A v e . , S u i t e 4 0 0 , N e w Y o r k , N Y
1 0 0 1 0 .

* F I N D I N G S & F O O T N O T E S h a s n o t e d t h a t p e r i o d i c a l s t h a t h a v e b e e n s t a r t e d
u p f r o m a n e c u m e n i c a l , m a i n l i n e o r l i b e r a l r e l i g i o u s p e r s p e c t i v e o v e r t h e
p a s t f e w y e a r s h a v e n o t s u r v i v e d v e r y l o n g . A n o t h e r s i g n o f h a r d t i m e s
f o r t h e l i b e r a l r e l i g i o u s p r e s s c o u l d b e s e e n i n t h e r e c e n t m e r g e r s o f
s o m e o f p u b l i c a t i o n s . T h e j o u r n a l . R e l i g i o n & I n t e l l e c t u a l L i f e . ( R I L )
w h i c h s e r v e d a s a f o r u m f o r t h o s e s t u d y i n g r e l i g i o n a n d i t s r e l a t i o n t o
c u l t u r e , m e r g e d l a s t y e a r w i t h t h e C a t h o l i c — o r i e n t e d y e t i n t e r - f a i t h
j o u r n a l C r o s s C u r r e n t s . R e c e n t i s s u e s o f t h e j o u r n a l a p p e a r t o h a v e
b l e n d e d t h e s c h o l a r l y s t y l e o f R I L w i t h t h e l i b e r a l s o c i a l a c t i o n a n d



s p i r i t u a l i t y e m p h a s i s o f C r o s s C u r r e n t s . A s u b s c r i p t i o n t o t h e q u a r t e r l y
i s $ 1 7 . 5 0 a n d i s a v a i l a b l e f r o m : C r o s s C u r r e n t s / R e 1 i g i o n & I n t e l l e c t u a l
L i f e , C o l l e g e o f N e w R o c h e l l e , N e w R o c h e l l e , N Y 1 0 8 0 5 - 2 3 0 8 .
F o r 4 0 y e a r s t h e R e f o r m e d J o u r n a l w a s a n i n d e p e n d e n t j o u r n a l c o m i n g f r o m
t h e D u t c h C a l v i n i s t t r a d i t i o n t h a t m a n a g e d t o c o v e r t h e w i d e w o r l d o f
C h r i s t i a n i t y a n d c u r r e n t a f f a i r s . B u t i n J a n u a r y t h e e c u m e n i c a l a n d
m o d e r a t e e v a n g e l i c a l m a g a z i n e f e l l t o fi n a n c i a l p r e s s u r e s a n d m e r g e d w i t h
P e r s p e c t i v e s : A J o u r n a l o f R e f o r m e d T h o u g h t , a t h e o l o g i c a l j o u r n a l o f t h e
R e f o r m e d C h u r c h i n A m e r i c a ( a l s o k n o w n a s t h e D u t c h R e f o r m e d ) . S o f a r ,
t h e n e w P e r s p e c t i v e s h a s k e p t t h e R e f o r m e d J o u r n a l ' s f o c u s o n b o t h c h u r c h
a n d s o c i e t y ( a s w e l l a s f e a t u r i n g fi c t i o n ) , r e t a i n i n g m a n y o f i t s
f o r m e r e d i t o r s a n d w r i t e r s . I t w i l l b e i n t e r e s t i n g t o s e e i f t h e
d e n o m i n a t i o n - o w n e d j o u r n a l c a n k e e p R J ' s d i v e r s i t y a n d i n d e p e n d e n c e
w h e n i t a p p r o a c h e s c o n t r o v e r s i a l r e l i g i o u s a n d p o l i t i c a l i s s u e s . A
s u b s c r i p t i o n i s $ 1 5 a n d c a n b e o b a i n e d f r o m : P e r s p e c t i v e s , 6 1 5 7 - 2 8 t h S t . ,
G r a n d R a p i d s , M I 4 9 5 4 6 - 6 9 9 9 .

* N e w r e a d e r s t o R e l i g i o n W a t c h o f t e n i n q u i r e a b o u t t e r m s a n d m o v e m e n t s
r e f e r r e d t o i n t h e n e w s l e t t e r t h a t a r e n o t d e fi n e d , u s u a l l y d u e t o t h e i r
f r e q u e n t u s a g e . H i g h o n t h e l i s t w o u l d b e r e g u l a r r e f e r e n c e s t o
e v a n g e l i c a l s a n d f u n d a m e n t a l i s t s ; s o m e r e a d e r s w o n d e r w h a t t h e
d i f f e r e n c e s a r e b e t w e e n t h e t w o g r o u p s . A s e r i o u s a n d c o n c i s e e x a m i n a t i o n
o f t h e h i s t o r i e s a n d n u a n c e s o f t h e t w o m o v e m e n t s i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s
c a n b e f o u n d i n h i s t o r i a n G e o r g e N a r s d e n ' s n e w b o o k . U n d e r s t a n d i n g
F u n d a m e n t a l i s m a n d E v a n g e l i c a l i s m ( E e r d m a n s , 2 5 5 J e f f e r s o n A v e . , S . E . ,
G r a n d R a p i d s , M I 4 9 5 0 3 . $ 1 2 . 9 5 ) . T h e b o o k p r e s e n t s s e v e n e s s a y s o n a w i d e
r a n g e o f t o p i c s r e l a t i n g t o f u n d a m e n t a l i s m a n d e v a n g e l i c a l i s m , i n c l u d i n g
h i s t o r i e s o f b o t h m o v e m e n t s a n d t h e i r a t t i t u d e s a n d i n v o l v e m e n t i n t h e
w i d e r c u l t u r e ( p a r t i c u l a r l y s c i e n c e a n d p o l i t i c s ) . I n t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n
M a r s d e n e x a m i n e s t h e c o m p l e x i t i e s a n d p r o b l e m s i n d i s t i n g u i s h i n g
e v a n g e l i c a l s f r o m f u n d a m e n t a l i s t s . T h i s i s p a r t i c u l a r l y t r u e o f
e v a n g e l i c a l i s m , s i n c e i t c a n m e a n b o t h a w i d e s e c t i o n o f C h r i s t i a n s - - f r o m
E p i s c o p a l i a n t o M e n n o n i t e — h o l d i n g c e r t a i n b e l i e f s ( i . e . , t h e a u t h o r i t y
o f t h e B i b l e , t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f a t r a n s f o r m e d l i f e t h r o u g h C h r i s t ' s
r e d e m p t i o n , a n d t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f m i s s i o n s a n d e v a n g e l i s m ) a s w e l l a s a
t r a n s d e n o m i n a t i o n a l m o v e m e n t , s u c h a s i n t h e N a t i o n a l A s s o c i a t i o n o f
E v a n g e l i c a l s . M a r s d e n t h i n k s f u n d a m e n t a l i s t s c a n b e d e fi n e d e a s i e r ;
o n e s u c c i n c t d e fi n i t i o n h e g i v e s i s t h a t a n A m e r i c a n f u n d a m e n t a l i s t " i s
a n e v a n g e l i c a l w h o i s m i l i t a n t i n o p p o s i t i o n t o l i b e r a l t h e o l o g y i n t h e
c h u r c h e s o r t o c h a n g e s i n c u l t u r a l v a l u e s a n d m o r e s . . . "

ON/ A S u r v e y o f N e w G r o u p s a n d P e o p l e I m p a c t i n g R e l i g i o n

1 ) F o u a d Z a c h a r i v a m a y b e a m o n g a n e w g e n e r a t i o n o f M u s l i m t h i n k e r s w h o
a r e p r e s s i n g f o r d e m o c r a c y a n d t h e " s e p a r a t i o n o f m o s q u e a n d s t a t e " i n
I s l a m i c s o c i e t i e s , e s p e c i a l l y w i t h t h e g r e a t e r W e s t e r n p r e s e n c e n o w i n
t h e M i d d l e E a s t . Z a c h a r i y a , a n E g y p t i a n p h i l o s o p h e r w h o w a s p r o f e s s o r a t
t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f K u w a i t u n t i l l a s t s u m m e r ( a n d m a y s o o n b e a g a i n w i t h
t h e w a r ' s e n d ) , r e c e n t l y a u t h o r e d a w o r k p u b l i s h e d i n F r a n c e e n t i t l e d
" S e c u l a r i z a t i o n a n d I s l a m , " w h i c h a r g u e s t h a t s e c u l a r i s m i s e s s e n t i a l f o r
d e v e l o p m e n t i n M u s l i m c o u n t r i e s - - a c o n t r o v e r s i a l c l a i m e v e n i n m o d e r a t e
I s l a m i c s o c i e t i e s . . I t i s w o r t h n o t i n g t h a t Z a c h a r i y a i s n o t w r i t i n g f o r
t h e W e s t ; h i s b o o k w a s d e v e l o p e d f r o m a r t i c l e s t h a t fi r s t a p p e a r e d i n
K u w a i t a n d E g y p t . ( S o u r c e : T h e E c o n o m i s t , A p r i l 1 2 )


