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The religious developments that unfolded last year promise to make 1992
markedly different from earlier years. From growing discontent among the
Eastern Orthodox in the ecumenical movement to denominational batt les
over issues of sexual i ty, the theme that defines much of 1991 re l ig ion is
confl i c t . These confl i c t s and "cu l tu ra l wa rs " ( see the supp lemen t fo r
more about that term) cropped up within denominations, between religious
bodies, and between believers and the wider society. Below are some of
these content ious developments that became not iceable last year, as wel l
as other significant trends. The issues of RELIGION WATCH where these
i s s u e s a r e r e p o r t e d o n a r e c i t e d a f t e r e a c h e n t r y.

1) Within the Episcopal Church last year a traditionalist group known asthe Episcopal Synod of America sought to become a separate diocese. This
has caused sharp opposit ion from the church s leadership, and the action
may mean that the staunchly orthodox are intent on going their own way,
even if i t results in schism in the near future. (See December RW)

2) Issues of sexuality, especially concerning the ordination and
acceptance of practicing homosexuals, moved on to center stage in
mainl ine denominat ions last year. No c lear resolut ion seems imminent,
a n d s u c h i s s u e s a r e l i k e l y t o g a i n v i s i b i l t y i n t h e n e x t f e w y e a r s .
Recent medica l s tud ies c la iming that homosexual i ty is an inborn t ra i t
w i l l p robably be in terpreted by gay act iv is ts and sympath izers as
buttressing their demand for acceptance in the churches. (September)

3) The Eastern Orthodox churches seem to have packed a decade's worth of
f rus t ra t ion and d iscon ten t w i th the ecumen ica l es tab l i shments in to the i r
actions of last year. It started with the Assembly of the World Council
o f C h u r c h e s i n C a n b e r r a , A u s t r a l i a , l a s t F e b r u a r y, w h e n O r t h o d o x
participants threatened to pull out of the organization over charges that
theological syncretism was being promoted. Then the American Eastern
Orthodox denominations suspended their membership in the National Council
o f C h u r c h e s - - f u r t h e r h a n d i c a p p i n g a n a l r e a d y w e a k e n e d e c u m e n i c a l
organizat ion ' -s tat ing that i t to lerated such l iberal izat ions as the
ordination of women and homosexuals. More recently, several key Orthodox
l e a d e r s t u r n e d d o w n i n v i t a t i o n s t o a t t e n d a Va t i c a n S y n o d o n r e -
evangelizing Europe, claiming that the Catholic Church was invading
t rad i t i ona l l y O r thodox t e r r i t o r y i n t he f o rmer Sov ie t Un ion . Eas te rn
Orthodoxy may be entering a period of isolation from other religious
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t r a d i t i o n s . ( A p r i l , S e p t e m b e r ) ^

4 ) Eu thanas ia emerged as an i ssue tha t may become as d i v i s i ve
b e t w e e n c o n s e r v a t i v e s a n d l i b e r a l s i n r e l i g i o u s b o d i e s , a n d b e t w e e n
r e l i g i o u s g r o u p s a n d t h e w i d e r c u l t u r e , a s a b o r t i o n . T h e c o n fi g u r a t i o n s
o f o p p o s i t i o n a n d s u p p o r t f o r v o l u n t a r y e u t h a n a s i a a r e s i m i l a r t o t h a t o f
o t h e r " l i f e " i s s u e s : C a t h o l i c s a n d e v a n g e 1 i c a l s - - w h o a r e f o r m i n g a n
i n c r e a s i n g l y c l o s e a l l i a n c e - - a l o n g w i t h s o m e c o n s e r v a t i v e - t o - m o d e r a t e
m a i n l i n e s u p p o r t , a r e l i n i n g u p a g a i n s t e u t h a n a s i a , w h i l e t h e m o r e
l i b e r a l w i n g o f t h e m a i n l i n e ( i n c l u d i n g t h e U n i t a r i a n - U n i v e r s a l i s t s ) a r e
o f t e n a c t i v e l y s u p p o r t i v e o f s u c h m e a s u r e s . ( S e e t h i s i s s u e o f R W f o r
m o r e o n e u t h a n a s i a )

5 ) T h e u p c o m i n g 5 0 0 t h a n n i v e r s a r y c e l e b r a t i o n s o f t h e C o l u m b u s d i s c o v e r y
w i l l h e l p f a n t h e fl a m e s o f c o n t r o v e r s y o v e r t h e i s s u e o f
m u 1 1 i c u 1 t u r a 1 i s m . R e l i g i o u s b o d i e s h a v e r e c e n t l y s t a r t e d a d d r e s s i n g t h i s
i s s u e , w i t h t h e r e l i g i o u s l e f t c r i t i c i z i n g t h e i n fl u e n c e o f
" E u r o c e n t r i s m " a n d t h e W e s t e r n t r a d i t i o n i n s o c i e t y a n d a r g u i n g f o r a n
a c c e p t a n c e o f d i v e r s e w o r l d c u l t u r e s a n d v i e w s i n c h u r c h e s a n d o t h e r
i n s t i t u t i o n s . T h e C a t h o l i c C h u r c h a n d o t h e r g r o u p s a p p e a r t o b e
t a k i n g a m o r e c e n t r i s t p o s i t i o n o n t h e i s s u e , e m p h a s i z i n g A m e r i c a n u n i t y
a n d i d e n t i t y , w h i l e a c c e p t i n g c u l t u r a l d i v e r s i t y o n t h e l o c a l l e v e l ( s u c h
a s i n t h e l i t u r g y a n d i n t h e i r s c h o o l s ) . T h o s e f u r t h e r o n t h e r i g h t a r e
r e s p o n d i n g t o m u 1 t i c u 1 t u r a l i s m b y r e a s s e r t i n g t h e c l a i m o f s u p r e m a c y o f
E u r o p e a n a n d W e s t e r n c u l t u r e , a n d c o n d e m n i n g p l u r a l i s m , o f t e n fi n d i n g a
r e l i g i o u s b a s e f o r s u c h p o s i t i o n s , a s c a n b e s e e n b y t h e n e x t
e n t r y . . . ( N o v e m b e r )

6 ) T h e e m e r g e n c e o f c o n s e r v a t i v e n a t i o n a l i s m l a s t y e a r t h r o u g h s u c h
organizations as the U.S. Taxpayer's Al l iance was seen as a marginal
t r e n d o n t h e p o l i t i c a l a n d r e l i g i o u s l a n d s c a p e . T h a t w a s u n t i l P a t
B u c h a n a n s i g n e d o n a s a R e p u b l i c a n c a n d i d a t e f o r t h e U . S . p r e s i d e n c y.
B u c h a n a n c a l l s f o r a n e w n a t i o n a l i s m t h a t p u t s t h e c o n c e r n s o f A m e r i c a
fi r s t a n d e m p h a s i z e s J u d e o - C h r i s t i a n a n d t r a d i t i o n a l A m e r i c a n v a l u e s . F o r
s e v e r a l y e a r s , B u c h a n a n , a t r a d i t i o n a l i s t C a t h o l i c , h a s b e e n l i n k e d w i t h
c o n s e r v a t i v e s w h o ( l i k e t h e U . S . Ta x p a y e r ' s A l l i a n c e ) h a v e c a l l e d f o r a n
A m e r i c a b a s e d o n C h r i s t i a n c u l t u r e a n d a r e j e c t i o n o f c u l t u r a l p l u r a l i s m
a n d t h e " n e w w o r l d o r d e r . " A s e g m e n t o f t h e C h r i s t i a n R i g h t i s l i k e l y t o
t h r o w i t s w e i g h t b e h i n d B u c h a n a n - - e s p e c i a l 1 y t h o s e f a v o r a b l e t o
R e c o n s t r u c t i o n i s m a n d c r i t i c a l o f g l o b a l i s m - - n o t b e c a u s e i t e x p e c t s h i m
to win, but because of its dissatisfaction with George Bush, and_a.,jie^ire
to build a Christian-based political movement for the futXTr^^ CJuly-
A u g u s t )

7) Pope John Paul M's 1991 social and economic encyclical, Centesimus
Annus, was ha i led by po l i t i ca l conservat ives and l iber tar ians as be ing an
unmis takab le s ign tha t Catho l ic ism had fina l ly accepted the f ree-market .
W h i l e o t h e r s c o n t e n d e d t h a t t h e d o c u m e n t m e a n t n o s u c h t h i n g , m o s t
o b s e r v e r s d i d n o t e t h a t t h e e n c y c l i c a l m a y s i g n a l a c h a n g e i n C a t h o l i c
soc ia l teach ing as i t de-emphas ized the ro le o f the wel fare s ta te in
p r o v i d i n g s o c i a l n e e d s . ( J u n e )
— Erling Jorstad, a writer and professor of History at St. Olaf College^
c o n t r i b u t e d t o t h i s r e v i e w
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EUTHANASIA BECOMING DIVIDING FACTOR FOR AMERICAN RELIGIOUS BODIES
E v e n w i t h t h e d e f e a t o f a c o n t r o v e r s i a l p r o - e u t h a n a s i a i n i t i a t i v e i n
Wa s h i n g t o n s t a t e i n N o v e m b e r, e u t h a n a s i a a n d t h e w i d e r i s s u e o f m e d i c a l
e t h i c s a r e l i k e l y t o i n c r e a s i n g l y o c c u p y t h e a t t e n t i o n o f t h e A m e r i c a n
rel ig ious community in the years ahead, according to several observers.
The Washington state in i t ia t ive may have served to force re l ig ious groups
a n d l e a d e r s f o r m e r l y h e s i t a n t t o m a k e p u b l i c p r o n o u n c e m e n t s o n e u t h a n a s i a
to take up such questions, according to Christian News (November 11).
Whi le one church leader said that most of the rel ig ious advocacy for the
W a s h i n g t o n i n i t i a t i v e c a m e f r o m i n d i v i d u a l s r a t h e r t h a n f r o m
d e n o m i n a t i o n s , t h a t s o o n c h a n g e d a s s e v e r a l r e l i g i o u s b o d i e s s t a k e d o u t
®ormal posit ions. Issuing statements against the measure were evangel ical
g r o u p s , t h e C a t h o l i c b i s h o p s o f Wa s h i n g t o n a n d O r e g o n , L u t h e r a n C h u r c h -
M i s s o u r i S y n o d a n d t h r e e b i s h o p s o f t h e E v a n g e l i c a l L u t h e r a n C h u r c h i n
A m e r i c a . T h e b u l k o f r e l i g i o u s s u p p o r t f o r t h e i n i t i a t i v e c a m e f r o m
l i b e r a l P r o t e s t a n t q u a r t e r s - - U n i t a r i a n , U n i t e d M e t h o d i s t a n d U n i t e d
Church of Christ leaders, congregations and members. Noticeably absent
f r o m t h e c o n t r o v e r s y w e r e a n y s t a t e m e n t s f r o m t h e N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l o f
C h u r c h e s , " w h i c h f r e q u e n t l y p l u n g e i n t o m a t t e r s o f p o l i t i c a l
c o n t r o v e r s y , " a c c o r d i n g t o t h e R e l i g i o u s N e w s S e r v i c e - b a s e d a r t i c l e .

T h e fi g h t a g a i n s t t h e W a s h i n g t o n i n i t i a t i v e h a s c o n v i n c e d e u t h a n a s i a
proponents "that the Catholic Church is perhaps the greatest enemy of
t h e i r m o v e m e n t , " a c c o r d i n g t o t h e C a t h o l i c n e w s p a p e r O u r S u n d a ^ V i s i t o r
(December 15). In cover ing the recent nat ional conference on voluntary
e u t h a n a s i a , t h e p a p e r r e p o r t s t h a t U n i t a r i a n m i n i s t e r a n d a c t i v i s t f o r
t h e i n i t i a t i v e R a l p h M e r o d e t a i l e d t h e " b i t t e r o p p o s i t i o n " w a g e d b y t h e
C a t h o l i c C h u r c h t h r o u g h a n " e x p e n s i v e p r o f e s s i o n a l l y d o n e a d v e r t i s i n g
c a m p a i g n o f d e c e p t i o n a n d h a l f - t r u t h s . " I t i s a l s o r e p o r t e d t h a t
e u t h a n a s i a a c t i v i s t a l s o p l a n t o s t e p u p t h e i r w o r k i n t h e m o n t h s a h e a d ,
a n d a t t e m p t t o b u i l d r e l a t i o n s w i t h t h e h o s p i c e m o v e m e n t . A s i m i l a r b i l l
o n e u t h a n a s i a w i l l b e v o t e d o n i n C a l i f o r n i a t h i s y e a r . M e a n w h i l e , t h e
e v a n g e l i c a l C h r i s t i a n i t v To d a v m a g a z i n e ( D e c e m b e r 1 6 ) r e p o r t s t h a t t h e
e u t h a n a s i a d e b a t e e v e n i n e v a n g e l i c a l c i r c l e s i s " s e l d o m a s s i m p l e a s a
y e s o r n o v o t e . " A t a r e c e n t c o n f e r e n c e o f e v a n g e l i c a l p h y s i c i a n s , t h e r e
w a s a c l e a r s t a t e m e n t p a s s e d o p p o s i n g e u t h a n a s i a a n d p h y s i c i a n - a s s i s t e d
s u i c i d e . H o w e v e r o n e e v a n g e l i c a l p h y s i c i a n l e a d i n g a s e m i n a r
" a c k n o w l e d g e s t h a t t h e r e i s a d e b a t e w i t h i n t h e C h r i s t i a n m e d i c a l
c o m m u n i t y o v e r s o m e o f t h e " g r a y e r " i s s u e s , s u c h a s t h e r e m o v a l o f f o o d
a n d w a t e r t u b e s , w i t h d r a w a l o f m e d i c a l t r e a t m e n t , a n d t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n
o f p a i n k i l l e r s t h a t a p h y s i c i a n k n o w s w i l l s h o r t e n a p a t i e n t ' s l i f e . "

T h e e u t h a n a s i a d e b a t e r e fl e c t s a w i d e r t r e n d i n v o l v i n g t h e
" s e c u l a r i z a t i o n o f t h e b i o e t h i c s m o v e m e n t , " w r i t e s D r . M a r k S i e g l e r i n
U p d a t e ( J u n e ) , t h e n e w s l e t t e r o f t h e C e n t e r f o r C h r i s t i a n B i o e t h i c s .
S i e g l e r , a U n i v e r s i t y o f C h i c a g o e t h i c i s t , s a y s t h e A m e r i c a n b i o e t h i c s
m o v e m e n t , d e v e l o p e d i n t h e 1 9 6 0 s , w a s s t r o n g l y n u r t u r e d b y r e l i g i o u s
c o n c e r n s a n d m o s t o f i t s l e a d e r s w e r e t h e o l o g i a n s , s u c h a s P a u l R a m s e y ,
J o s e p h F l e t c h e r a n d J a m e s G u s t a f s o n . T h a t fi r s t g e n e r a t i o n o f
b i o e t h e c i s t s h a s " g r a d u a l l y b e e n s u p p l a n t e d o r , a t t h e l e a s t , h e a v i l y
comp lemented by a second wave o f academics whose p r imary d i sc ip l i nes have

— b e e n p h i l o s o p h y, l a w , a n d m o r e r e c e n t l y , e c o n o m i c s a n d h e a l t h p o l i c y . "
T h e o l o g i c a l u n d e r s t a n d i n g s o f m e d i c a l e t h i c s " e m p h a s i z e d a s e n s e o f
c o m m u n i t y a n d t h e o b l i g a t i o n s a n d r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s o f p h y s i c i a n s t o
i n d i v i d u a l s a n d t h e c o m m u n i t y . " T o d a y ' s b i o e t h i c i s t s a r e m o r e l i k e l y t o
s t r e s s a " l e g a l i s t i c a n d e f fi c i e n c y m o d e l o f m e d i c a l e t h i c s w h i c h h o l d s
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t h a t m o r a l c o n d u c t i s a m a t t e r o f f o l l o w i n g r u l e s . " S i e g l e r s e e s
s e c u l a r i z a t i o n u n f o l d i n g f r o m s u c h r e c e n t m o v e s a s t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f
" l i v i n g w i l l s , " w h e r e p a t i e n t s ' s u b j e c t i v e v a l u e s a r e e m p h a s i z e d i n
t r e a t m e n t , t o p l a c i n g m o r e d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g a u t h o r i t y i n t h e h a n d s o f
t h i r d p a r t i e s - - n o t o n l y f a m i l i e s a n d d o c t o r s b u t a l s o p a y e r s , r e g u l a t o r s
and the government . (Chr is t ian News, RR t . Box 309A, New Haven, MO 63068;
O u r S u n d a y V i s t o r , 2 0 0 N o l l P i . , H u n t i n g t o n , I N 4 6 7 5 0 ; C h r i s t i a n i t y
To d a y, 4 6 5 G u n d e r s e n D r. , C a r o l S t r e a m , I L 6 0 1 8 7 ; U p d a t e , C e n t e r f o r
C h r i s t i a n B i o e t h i c s , L o m a L i n d a U n i v e r s i t y, L o m a L i n d a , O A 9 2 3 5 0 )

DISCIPLES' GROWING LIBERAL-CONSERVATIVE GAP
T h e d i v i s i o n b e t w e e n l i b e r a l s a n d c o n s e r v a t i v e s i n t h e D i s c i p l e s o f
C h r i s t ( C h r i s t i a n C h u r c h ) i s w i d e n i n g , j u d g i n g b y t h e r e c e n t c o n t r o v e r s y
o v e r t h e r e j e c t i o n o f a p o p u l a r n o m i n a t i o n f o r p r e s i d e n t o f t h e
d e n o m i n a t i o n , a c c o r d i n g t o T h e C h r i s t i a n C e n t u r v ( D e c e m b e r 11 ) . T h e
D i s c i p l e s h a v e t r a d i t i o n a l l y b e e n l o c a t e d o n t h e l i b e r a l e n d o f t h e
r e l i g i o u s s p e c t r u m ( s e e N o v. / D e c . i s s u e f o r b o o k r e v i e w o n D i s c i p l e s ) ,
b u t a t t h e i r O c t o b e r G e n e r a l A s s e m b l y i n T u l s a , O k l a h o m a , d e l e g a t e s
t u r n e d d o w n t h e n o m i n a t i o n o f M i c h a e l K i n n a m o n f o r p r e s i d e n t , l a r g e l y d u e
t o h i s l i b e r a l v i e w s t h a t i n c l u d e d a n a c c e p t a n c e o f p r a c t i c i n g
h o m o s e x u a l s . S i n c e t h e d e n o m i n a t i o n o n l y n o m i n a t e s o n e c a n d i d a t e ( n a m i n g
a n i n t e r i m p r e s i d e n t u n t i l t h e n e x t e l e c t i o n i n t w o y e a r s ) , t h e r e j e c t i o n
h a s s e n t t h e d e n o m i n a t i o n a n d i t s l e a d e r s s o u l s e a r c h i n g a s t o i t s
i d e n t i t y . R o n a l d A l l e n w r i t e s t h a t w h i l e " c o n s e r v a t i v e s p l a y e d a
s i g n i fi c a n t r o l e i n K i n n a m o n ' s d e f e a t , t h e v o t e r e p r e s e n t e d a m o r e
c o m p l i c a t e d s e t o f t e n s i o n s : t e n s i o n s b e t w e e n l i b e r a l s a n d c o n s e r v a t i v e ,
c l e r g y a n d l a i t y , e s t a b l i s h m e n t a n d a n t i e s t a b 1 i s h m e n t , r u r a l a n d u r b a n ,
w e l l - e d u c a t e d u p p e r - m i d d l e c l a s s a n d 1 e s s - w e 1 1 - e d u c a t e d l o w e r m i d d l e
c 1 a s s . "

A l t h o u g h K i n n a m o n i s s a i d t o b e s y m p a t h e t i c t o t h e s o c i a l i s s u e s o f t h e
b l a c k a n d h i s p a n i c D i s c i p l e s , m a n y m e m b e r s o f t h e s e t w o m i n o r i t y g r o u p s
w e r e t h e o n e s w h o o p p o s e d h i m , e s p e c i a l l y o n t h e i s s u e o f h o m o s e x u a l i t y .
O t h e r i s s u e s t h a t A l l e n s e e s a s f u e l i n g g r e a t e r d i v i s i o n i n t h e c h u r c h
b o d y i s t h e p r o p o s a l o f u n i t y w i t h t h e U n i t e d C h u r c h o f C h r i s t - - a
d e n o m i n a t i o n f u r t h e r t o t h e l e f t t h a n t h e D i s c i p l e s . C o n s e r v a t i v e m e m b e r s
f e a r t h a t a m e r g e r w i t h t h e U C C m i g h t m e a n t h e l o s s o f s u c h D i s c i p l e
t r a d i t i o n s a s b a p t i s m b y i m m e r s i o n . R e g i o n a l t e n s i o n s m a y a l s o p l a y a
p a r t i n t h e n e w p o l a r i t y . S o m e o f t h e m o s t s t r i n g e n t o p p o s i t i o n t o
K i n n a m o n c a m e f r o m Te x a s , " w h e r e D i s c i p l e s a r e o f s u c h i n d e p e n d e n t s p i r i t
t h a t t h e y a r e s o m e t i m e s k n o w n a s t h e Te x a s m a fi a . " S o m e a r e n o w f e a r i n g
t h a t t h e c o n s e r v a t i v e s w i l l b e g i n t o t a k e a g g r e s s i v e a c t i o n s i n t h e
d e n o m i n a t i o n , f o l l o w i n g t h e e x a m p l e o f f u n d a m e n t a l i s t s i n t h e S o u t h e r n
B a p t i s t C o n v e n t i o n . O t h e r s , h o w e v e r , n o t e t h a t t h e s t r u c t u r e o f t h e
D i s c i p l e s d e n o m i n a t i o n d o e s n o t l e n d i t s e l f t o a " S B C - s t y l e t a k e o v e r . "
A l l e n c o n c l u d e s t h a t i f t h e d e n o m i n a t i o n d o e s n o t fi n d a w a y t o r e c o n c i l e
i t s d i v e r s i t y o f v i e w s , t h e " n e x t g e n e r a t i o n o f D i s c i p l e s i s l i k e l y t o
e x p e r i e n c e e i t h e r a r e p e t i t i o n o f t h e e v e n t s a t T u l s a . . . o r a
d e n o m i n a t i o n a l s p l i t . " ( C h r i s t i a n C e n t u r y , 2 0 7 S . D e a r b o r n S t . , C h i c a g o ,
I L 6 0 6 0 5 )

CURRENT RESEARCH recent findings on religious behavior and attitudes ^
* W h i l e f e w C h r i s t i a n s h o l d t h a t " N e w A g e " b e l i e f s a r e b e n e fi c i a l t o
o r g a n i z e d r e l i g i o n o r c o m p a t a b l e w i t h J u d e o - C h r i s t i a n b e l i e f s , a

- 4 -



" s u r p r i s i n g l y h i g h n u m b e r s a y t h e y b e l i e v e i n m a n y o f t h e p r a c t i c e s o f
the New Age movement , " accord ing to Emerg ing Trends (November ) , the
G a l l u p n e w s l e t t e r o n r e l i g i o n . B e c a u s e o f t h e m a n y c o n fl i c t i n g
d e fi n i t i o n s o f t h e N e w A g e m o v e m e n t , G a l l u p a s k e d r e s p o n d e n t s t h e i r o w n
v i e w s o f t h e t e r m " N e w A g e , " a s w e l l a s p o l l i n g t h e m o n p r a c t i c e s o f t e n
i d e n t i fi e d w i t h t h e m o v e m e n t , s u c h a s c h a n n e l i n g , E S P, c l a i r v o y a n c e ,
r e i n c a r n a t i o n a n d p s y c h i c h e a l i n g . T h e s u r v e y fi n d s t h a t a b o u t h a l f o f
a d u l t A m e r i c a n P r o t e s t a n t s ( 4 6 p e r c e n t ) a n d C a t h o l i c s ( 5 2 p e r c e n t )
b e l i e v e i n e x t r a s e n s o r y p e r c e p t i o n ( E S P ) . C l a i r v o y a n c e ( t h e a b i l i t y t o
s e e e v e n t s t a k i n g p l a c e i n t h e f u t u r e o r a t a n o t h e r p l a c e ) i s t h o u g h t
p o s s i b l e b y 2 2 p e r c e n t o f P r o t e s t a n t s a n d 3 0 p e r c e n t o f C a t h o l i c s . O n e
P r o t e s t a n t ( 2 5 p e r c e n t ) a n d C a t h o l i c ( 2 7 p e r c e n t ) i n f o u r b e l i e v e i n
a s t r o l o g y. O n e C h r i s t i a n i n 1 0 b e l i e v e i n c h a n n e l i n g .

C a t h o l i c s t e n d t o b e f a r m o r e t o l e r a n t o f N e w A g e b e l i e f s t h a n a r e
P r o t e s t a n t s . O v e r h a l f o f t h e C a t h o l i c s a w a r e o f t h e N e w A g e ( 5 9 p e r c e n t )
say i t i s not incompatab le wi th the i r re l ig ion, compared to 23 percent o f
P r o t e s t a n t s h o l d i n g s i m i l a r v i e w s . O n e a d u l t i n f o u r ( 2 4 p e r c e n t ) n o w s a y
they have heard of the New Age movement. Among those aware of the
m o v e m e n t , o n l y 1 8 p e r c e n t s a y t h e y h a v e a f a v o r a b l e o p i n i o n o f i t .
Younger adults under 30 (25 percent) are most l ikely to have a favorable
i m p r e s s i o n o f t h e m o v e m e n t , w i t h p o s i t i v e o p i n i o n d r o p p i n g f r o m 1 9
pe rcen t among those aged 30 to 49 , t o j us t n i ne pe rcen t among those 50
a n d o l d e r. [ W h i l e t h i s i s a m o n g t h e f e w s u r v e y s m e a s u r i n g t h e
d i f fuse New Age movement , i t shou ld be noted that many New Agers may not
c h o o s e t h e a b o v e c r i t e r i a i n i d e n t i f y i n g t h e m s e l v e s . R a t h e r t h a n
s t r i c t l y s u p e r n a t u r a l - r e 1 a t e d b e l i e f s , m a n y i n v o l v e d i n t h e m o v e m e n t
m i g h t d e s c r i b e t h e i r v a l u e s i n m o r e " p s y c h o - s p i r i t u a l " t e r m s s u c h a s :
t h e i n t e r - r e 1 a t e d n e s s a n d u n i t y o f a l l t h i n g s ; t h e s a c r e d n e s s o f t h e
e a r t h a n d r e l a t e d e n v i r o n m e n t a l c o n c e r n s ; t h e r e l a t i o n o f t h e m i n d ( o r
" c o n s c i o u s n e s s " ) t o t h e b o d y, w h i c h w o u l d i n c l u d e h o l i s t i c h e a l t h
m a t t e r s ; a n d v i s u a l i z a t i o n a n d m e d i t a t i o n t e c h n i q u e s ] . ( E m e r g i n g T r e n d s ,
47 Hulfish St. , Suite 213, P.O. Box 389, Princeton, NJ 08542)

* T r a n s c e n d e n t a l M e d i t a t i o n a n d o t h e r p o p u l a r m e d i t a t i o n t e c h n i q u e s t o
measure and improve human per fo rmance and we l l -be ing , a re no more
e f f e c t i v e a t r e d u c i n g s t r e s s o r h y p e r t e n s i o n t h a n " r e s t i n g q u i e t l y, "
according to a recent study by the National Research Counci l . Cited in
t h e a n t i - c u l t i s t m a g a z i n e C u l t O b s e r v e r ( V o l . 8 N o . 1 0 ) , t h e fi n d i n g w a s
in 291-page report of a research panel chaired by UCLA psychologist
R o b e r t B j o r k . T h i s fi n d i n g c o m e s i n t h e m i d s t o f i n c r e a s i n g r e p o r t s
c l a im ing t ha t med i t a t i on i s f ound to be an impo r tan t f ac to r i n f os te r i ng
genera l heal th . But TM, which has been in the foref ront o f publ ic iz ing
i t s h e a l t h b e n e fi t s o f t e n t h r o u g h i t s o w n r e s e a r c h , i s c o m i n g u n d e r
i n c r e a s i n g c r i t i c i s m . T h e m a g a z i n e c i t e s a r e c e n t s e r i e s o f a r t i c l e s o n
T M i n t h e J o u r n a l o f t h e A m e r i c a n M e d i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n , w h e r e i t i s
al leged that the movement often uses deception to promote the teachings
o f i t s l e a d e r M a h a r i s h i M a h e s h Yo g i a n d m a k e i t a p p e a r t h a t t h e m e d i c a l
e s t a b l i s h m e n t h a s a c c e p t e d s u c h t e c h n i q u e s . T h e a r t i c l e s c i t e s u c h
examples of decept ion as including not mentioning that some publ ic ized
s t u d i e s w e r e d o n e b y T M - s p o n s o r e d r e s e a r c h e r s , a n d t h a t s u p p o s e d l y
unbiased presenters of the movement's medical techniques (known as Ayur
veda) to academic conferences were also involved in marketing
quest ionable TM medical products. (Cult Observer, P.O. Box 2265, Bonita
S p r i n g s , F L 3 3 9 5 9 )

* A m e r i c a n P r o t e s t a n t c h u r c h e s a r e f a i r l y s e n s i t i v e t o t h e n e e d s o f t h e
e lde r l y, ch i l d ren , t eenage rs , f am i l i es and the poo r, bu t a re l ess
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s e n s i t i v e t o t h e n e e d s o f m i n o r i t i e s , n o n - C h r i s t i a n s , y o u n g a d u l t s , a n d
s i n g l e s , a c c o r d i n g t o a n o p i n i o n p o l l b y t h e B a r n a R e s e a r c h G r o u p . T h e
p o l l , c i t e d i n t h e Tw i n C i t i e s C h r i s t i a n n e w s p a p e r ( D e c e m b e r 1 2 ) ,
a s k e d r e s p o n d e n t s h o w s e n s i t i v e P r o t e s t a n t c h u r c h e s w e r e t o 1 5 d i f f e r e n t - ^
t y p e s o f p e o p l e . N o t e v e n h a l f o f t h e 1 , 0 6 0 r e s p o n d e n t s r a t e d P r o t e s t a n t
c h u r c h e s a s " v e r y s e n s i t i v e " t o a n y o f t h e s e g r o u p s . T h e g r o u p t o w h i c h
churches had the g rea tes t sens i t i v i t y were fami l ies (46 percen t ) , fo l lowed
b y t h e e l d e r l y ( 3 9 p e r c e n t ) , a n d t h e p o o r ( 2 8 p e r c e n t ) . T h e a r e a o f
lowest perce ived sens i t i v i t y was to minor i t ies (on ly 14 percent sa id the
c h u r c h e s w e r e v e r y s e n s i t i v e t o t h e n e e d s o f b l a c k s , 1 2 p e r c e n t f o r
h ispanics, and 10 percent for as ians) , non-Chr is t ians (16 percent) , women
under 35 (17 percent), and men under 35 (12 percent). Interest ingly
blacks and hispanics were often twice as l ikely to see the churches as
sensit ive to their own ethnic groups compared to whites viewing such
minorities. Researcher George Barna concludes that those who are supposed
to need church ministry the most in American society are the ones
Americans say the churches are least sensitive. (Twin Cities Christian,
1 6 1 9 P o r t l a n d Av e . S . , M i n n e a p o l i s , M N 5 5 4 0 4 )

CANADIAN BABY BOOMER CONGREGATIONS APPEARING
While some observers of the Canadian religious scene have disputed
whether the religious phenomenon associated with the baby boom generation
in the U.S. , app l ies to the i r count ry, i t does appear that "boomer"
churches are now emerging in Canada. As in the U.S. (see May 89 RW),
there is a growing movement among Canadian evangelical churches to modify
traditional services in favor of a more low-key informal approach ^
targeted to the unchurched baby boomers, according to Canada's ^
evangelical magazine Faith Todav (November/December). The theory behind
the boomer churches is that the post-World War I 1 era is largely
u n c h u r c h e d a n d d o e s n o t f e e l c o m f o r t a b l e w i t h t r a d i t i o n a l s e r v i c e s . " R o c k
bands, dramat ic sketches and a fast -paced, enter ta in ing hour character ize
this new breed of Sunday service," wr i tes Debra Fieguth. The church
s p a c e i s o f t e n r e n t e d a n d b e a r s l i t t l e r e s e m b l e n c e t o t r a d i t i o n a l
congregations, and the sermons can address business as well as spritual
issues. Many of the growing Canadian booomer churches surveyed by the
magazine follow the approach modeled by Willow Creek Community Church
n e a r C h i c a g o . A g o o d s h a r e o f t h e s e b o o m e r c h u r c h e s a r e l o c a t e d n e a r
universit ies or business communites. One of the most prominent of the
Canadian boomer churches is Heartland, a Vancouver-based congregation
^hat star ted in a bar. (Fai th Today, Box 8800, Stn. 8, Wi l lowdale, ON,
M2K 2R6)

UPDATE ON GLOBAL HINDU TRENDS
Hinduism Todav newspaper (December), a publ ication unique for i ts
a t t e n t i o n t o l o n g - r a n g e t r e n d s r a t h e r t h a n o f fi c i a l r e l i g i o u s n e w s ,
o f fe rs seve ra l t r ends tha t t he ed i to rs t h ink w i l l impac t g loba l H indu i sm
in the coming years; see Jan. 90 RW for a summary of other Hindu "mega
t r e n d s . " 1 ) T h e r e i s g r o w i n g a c a d e m i c a c c e p t a n c e o f H i n d u i s m a n d o t h e r
n o n - C h r i s t i a n t r a d i t i o n s . S u c h s c h o l a r s a s H a r v a r d ' s D i a n e E c k a n d t h e
Univers i ty of Vi rg in ia 's Seshagir i Rao "are but two examples of Hindu
studies coming of age beyond India." 2) Rituals are finding a new
f o l l o w i n g . I t u s e d t o b e t h a t t h e p h i l o s o p h i c a l s i d e o f H i n d u i s m w a s
s t r e s s e d w h e n t h e r e l i g i o n m o v e d We s t a n d t h e c e r e m o n i a l m o r e o r l e s s
i g n o r e d . To d a y, s m a l l g r o u p s " i m m e r s e t h e m s e l v e s i n a l l t h e c o l o r f u l
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r i t e s a n d r i t u a l s . . . T h i s d e v o t i o n a l s i d e o f H i n d u i s m h a s b e c o m e a m a j o r
t h e m e i n H i n d u g r o u p s a n d y o g a i n s t r u c t i o n s . " 3 ) H i n d u i s m i s " d o i n g w e l l
i n t h e m a r k e t p l a c e " a n d a n e w k i n d o f c o m p e t i t i o n i s t a k i n g p l a c e .
Va r i o u s g r o u p s a r e i n c r e a s i n g l y c l a i m i n g e x c l u s i v e u s e o f H i n d u t e r m s a n d
t i t l e s , s u c h a s " S e 1 f - R e a 1 i z a t i o n , " e v e n t a k i n g l e g a l a c t i o n s i n s o m e
c a s e s a g a i n s t o t h e r o r g a n i z a t i o n s u s i n g t h e s a m e n a m e s .

4 ) " T h e r e i s a r e n e w e d c r y a m o n g H i n d u s a b o u t i n j u s t i c e t o w a r d v i l l a g e r s ,
u n t o u c h a b l e s , w i d o w s , w i v e s a n d c h i l d r e n . I n a l l t h e s e a r e n a s H i n d u s a r e
w r e s t l i n g w i t h w a y s t o c o p e , " a c c o r d i n g t o t h e e d i t o r . 5 ) T h e r e i s a
" t r e n d n o w t o s p e a k o u t . . . w h e n t h i n g s a r e n o t q u i t e r i g h t . W e a r e
l e a r n i n g t h a t t h e r e i s a d i f f e r e n c e b e t w e e n c u l t u r a l c r i t i c i s m , w h i c h c a n
b r i n g a b o u t i n s i g h t a n d c h a n g e , a n d p e r s o n a l c r i t i c i s m , w h i c h c r e a t e s
d i s h a r m o n y a n d a n t a g o n i s m , " 6 ) " N e w f r i e n d s h i p s " a r e f o r m i n g b e t w e e n
H i n d u s a n d b e l i e v e r s f r o m s m a l l e r r e l i g i o u s t r a d i t i o n s , s u c h a s
N e o p a g a n s , W i c c a n s , G y p s i e s , P o l y n e s i a n s a n d A b o r i g i n e s . 7 ) T h e r e a r e
l e s s s t r i c t m o r e s n o w . W h i l e s w a m i s h a v e t r a d i t i o n a l l y b e e n c e l i b a t e i n
H i n d u i s m , t h e r e i s a " t r e n d o f l a t e f o r H i n d u s t o a c c e p t , o r a t l e a s t
t o l e r a t e m a r r i e d s w a m i s . A r e l a t e d m i c r o t r e n d i s c o - e d a s h r a m l i f e . T h e
s t r i c t s e p a r a t i o n o f s i n g l e m e n a n d w o m e n e n g a g e d i n y o g a a n d s p i r i t u a l
p u r s u i t s i s n o l o n g e r a n a s s u m e d p r o t o c o l . " 8 ) T h e r e c e n t u p s u r g e o f
n a t i o n a l i s t ( o f t e n c a l l e d " f u n d a m e n t a l i s t " ) H i n d u i s m i n I n d i a h a s c r e a t e d
a c o n fl i c t f o r b o t h I n d i a n a n d n o n - I n d i a n H i n d u s . " I n t h i s a w a k e n i n g o f
H i n d u c o n s c i o u s n e s s , h o w d o w e d e fi n e i t i n a p r o p e r , u n i v e r s a l w a y
r a t h e r t h a n s o m e t h i n g m e r e l y n a t i o n a l i s t i c ? T h e p r e s e n t r e v i v a l o f
H i n d u i s m i n I n d i a s t i l l h a s n ' t f o u n d t h e r i g h t b a l a n c e , " t h e e d i t o r s a y s .
(H indu ism Today, 1819 Second St . , Concord , OA 94519)

NEW AGE MISSIONARIES INCREASINGLY FQCUS ON EASTERN EUROPE
L i k e m a n y o t h e r s e c t o r o f A m e r i c a n r e l i g i o n , t h e l u r e o f n e w s p i r i t u a l
f r o n t i e r s i n n o w a c c e s s a b l e E a s t e r n E u r o p e a n d t h e f o r m e r S o v i e t U n i o n
a l s o h a s b e c o m e a m a j o r c o n c e r n f o r t h e N e w A g e m o v e m e n t , a c c o r d i n g t o
C o m m o n B o u n d a r i e s ( J a n u a r y / F e b r u a r y ) , a m a g a z i n e e x p l o r i n g s p i r i t u a l i t y
a n d p s y c h o t h e r a p y, " . . . m o r e a n d m o r e p e o p l e w o r k i n g i n t h e fi e l d s o f
t r a n s p e r s o n a l p s y c h o l o g y a n d N e w A g e s p i r i t u a l i t y a r e fl o c k i n g t o
f o r m e r l y c o m m u n i s t b l o c k c o u n t r i e s t o l e c t u r e , l e a d w o r k s h o p s , o r j u s t
e x p e r i e n c e t h e e n e r g y t h a t i s g e n e r a t e d w h e n a s o c i e t y u n d e r t a k e s t o
r e c r e a t e i t s e l f , " r e p o r t s S u s a n C . R o b e r t s . N e w A g e p r a c t i t i o n e r s
v i s i t i n g t h e r e g i o n a r e fi n d i n g t h e i r " m e s s a g e i s r e c e i v e d w i t h a
w h o l e h e a r t e d o p e n n e s s t h e y h a v e n ' t e x p e r i e n c e d s i n c e t h e 1 9 6 0 s . " A n
i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o a l i t i o n o f h o l i s t i c c e n t e r s h e a d e d b y s u c h g r o u p s a s
E s a l e n , t h e O m e g a I n s t i t u t e , a n d t h e N e w Yo r k O p e n C e n t e r, h e l d i t s
annua l mee t i ng i n Budapes t l as t May, and members a re now "scou r ing the
h i l l s i d e s o f W e s t e r n H u n g a r y f o r a c h a t e a u t h a t m i g h t b e c o m e a m o r e
p e r m a n e n t h o m e " f o r s u c h E a s t - We s t e x c h a n g e s i n t h e fi e l d s o f p s y c h o l o g y
a n d s p i r i t u a l i t y . L e a d i n g t h e e f f o r t t o b r i n g t h e N e w A g e t o t h e E a s t i s
t h e N e w Yo r k O p e n C e n t e r a n d i t s d i r e c t o r R a l p h W h i t e . H e i s e n c o u r a g i n g
o t h e r w o r k s h o p l e a d e r s t o b r i n g t h e i r s k i l l s t o E a s t e r n E u r o p e - - " t o s e t
u p a s o r t o f P e a c e C o r p s o f t h e s p i r t , " a c c o r d i n g t o R o b e r t s .

T h e r e a r e a l r e a d y s i g n s t h a t N e w A g e t h i n k e r s a n d a c t i v i s t s a r e h a v i n g a n
i m p a c t : t h e m e d i c a l f a c u l t y o f C h a r l e s U n i v e r s i t y i n P r a g u e r e c e n t l y
s p o n s o r e d l e c t u r e s b y h o l i s t i c h e a l e r s S t a n i s l a v a n d C h r i s t i n a G r o f .
P r a g u e - - a c i t y t h a t i n t h e 1 7 t h c e n t u r y w a s a " h o t b e d o f R o s i c r u c i a n i s m ,
K a b b a l a a n d a l c h e m y " - - w i l l a l s o h o s t t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l T r a n s p e r s o n a l
A s s o c i a t i o n ' s a n n u a l c o n f e r e n c e t h i s J u n e . N e w A g e p r o p o n e n t s h a v e m e t
w i t h t o p o f fi c i a l s o f t h e C z e c h g o v e r n m e n t . C z e c h p r e s i d e n t Va c l a v
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H a v e l ' s b r o t h e r I v a n i s h e a d i n g u p a g r o u p o f h i g h - l e v e l s c i e n t i s t s
i n t e r e s t e d i n t h e " n e w p a r a d i g m " i n p h y s i c s [ c o n n e c t i n g m y s t i c i s m w i t h
s c i e n c e ] . T h e r e i s a l s o a c o a l i t i o n o f R u s s i a n s a n d A m e r i c a n s k n o w n a s
" G a l u b k a " , w h i c h i s t r a n s l a t i n g a n d " s t r a t e g i c a l l y s e e d i n g t h e c u l t u r e "
w i t h N e w A g e w r i t i n g s . I n N e w A g e w o r k s h o p s w i t h R u s s i a n a n d E a s t e r n
E u r o p e a n s , i t i s f o u n d t h e y o f t e n s t r e s s t h e r e l a t i o n o f t h e i n d i v i d u a l •
t o s o c i e t y ; v i s i t i n g N e w A g e t e a c h e r s a r e m o r e l i k e l y t o e m p h a s i z e " s e l f -
empowermen t , " wh i ch o f t en sounds s t r ange t o t hose f r om fo rme r commun i s t
c o u n t r i e s . A P o l i s h j o u r n a l i s t n o t e s t h a t t h e N e w A g e m a y h a v e a
d i f fi c u l t t i m e a t t r a c t i n g a l a r g e f o l l o w i n g d u r i n g t h e c u r r e n t t i m e o f
c r i s i s : " P e o p l e s a y, ' 1 h a v e t o h a v e f o o d , a n d I h a v e t o h a v e s o m e t h i n g
t o w e a r, a n d t h e n I w i l l t h i n k a b o u t n e w a g e . ' " ( C o m m o n B o u n d a r y, 4 3 0 4
E a s t - W e s t H w y. , B a t h e s d a , M D 2 0 8 1 4 )

WORLD NOTES
♦ A d e m a n d f o r J e w i s h s t u d i e s i s g r o w i n g i n E u r o p e , m a i n l y o v e r a c o n c e r n
t o r e i n s e r t e t h i c a l v a l u e s i n h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n , a c c o r d i n g t o t h e —
n e w s l e t t e r 1 n s i d e I s r a e 1 ( V o l . 1 1 N o . 1 2 ) . A r e c e n t J e r u s a l e m c o n f e r e n c e
f o r a s s i s t i n g u n i v e r s i t y l e a d e r s i n e s t a b l i s h i n g J u d a i c s t u d i e s p r o g r a m s ,
f o u n d m a n y i n t e r e s t e d W e s t e r n a n d E a s t e r n E u r o p e a n p a r t i c i p a n t s c l a i m i n g
t h a t s u c h p r o g r a m s w o u l d b e b e n e fi c i a l i n r a i s i n g m o r a l e a m o n g s t u d e n t s .
L a j o s V e k a s , t h e r e c t o r o f E o t v o s U n i v e r s i t y i n B u d a p e s t s a y s , " S t u d y i n g
J u d a i s m i s a w a y t o p r e s e r v e e t h i c a l i n t e g r i t y a n d h i g h e r u n i v e r s a l
v a l u e s . . . a m o n g a l l t h e c r u e l t i e s a n d s u f f e r i n g . " O v e r 1 5 0 u n i v e r s i t i e s
a n d t h e o l o g i c a l s c h o o l s i n E u r o p e a l r e a d y h a v e J e w i s h s t u d y p r o g r a m s , a n d
m o r e s t u d e n t s a r e r e q u e s t i n g t h e m . A s t a t i s t i c o n s t u d e n t s s t u d y i n g
H e b r e w p r e s e n t e d a t t h e c o n f e r e n c e i s r e p o r t e d t o h a v e s u r p r i s e d m a n y o ^ » ^
t h e p a r t i c i p a n t s : O v e r 6 0 0 a r e e n r o l l e d i n s u c h c o u r s e s i n M a d r i d , 2 0 0
B e r l i n a n d 1 3 5 i n H e i d e l b e r g , ( / n s i d e I s r a e l , B o x 2 2 0 2 9 , S a n D i e g o , O A
9 2 1 9 2 )

* " C h i s t i a n i t y i s w i n n i n g g r e a t e r i n fl u e n c e i n S r i L a n k a b e c a u s e o f t h e
c i v i l w a r b e t w e e n H i n d u Ta m i l s a n d B u d d h i s t S i n h a l e s e , " r e p o r t s H 1 n d u i s m
To d a v ( D e c e m b e r ) . S r i L a n k a n s a r e r e p o r t e d t o b e t u r n i n g t o C h r i s t i a n i t y
b e c a u s e t h e s i t u a t i o n s e e m s t o b e h o p e l e s s a f t e r e i g h t y e a r s o f w a r a n d
1 7 , 0 0 0 d e a t h s . O t h e r r e l i g i o u s g r o u p s a r e n o t i c i n g t h e l a r g e n u m b e r o f
n e w C h r i s t i a n s a n d t h e r e h a s b e e n a n e w p h e n o m e o n o f s p o r a d i c a s s a u l t s
o n t h e s e b e l i e v e r s .
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