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A l t h o u g h I s l a m i s n o w t h e l a r g e s t U . S . r e l i g i o n o u t s i d e o f C h r i s t i a n i t y
a n d J u d a i s m , A m e r i c a n M u s l i m s h a v e s o f a r t a k e n a l o w p r o fi l e i n
a d d r e s s i n g s o c i a l a n d m o r a l i s s u e s o u t s i d e o f t h e i r r e l i g i o u s
c o m m u n i t i e s . B u t a r e c e n t i s s u e o f T h e M i n a r e t ( J a n . / F e b . ) , a n A m e r i c a n
I s l a m i c m a g a z i n e , s u g g e s t s t h a t t h i s r e t i c e n c e m a y b e g i v i n g w a y t o a n e w
k i n d o f a c t i v i s m a m o n g U . S . M u s l i m s t h a t p l a c e s t h e m i n p r o x i m i t y t o t h e
c a m p o f c o n s e r v a t i v e C h r i s t i a n s a n d o t h e r r e l i g i o n i s t s b a t t l i n g * f o r a
r e t u r n t o " t r a d i t i o n a l v a l u e s " i n s o c i e t y . I n a c o v e r s t o r y e n t i t l e d " T h e
M o r a l A g e n d a F o r t h e ^ 9 0 s , " t h e m a g a z i n e p r o v i d e s a n o v e r v i e w o f t h e
i s s u e s s t a r t i n g t o o c c u p y A m e r i c a n M u s l i m a t t e n t i o n : e u t h a n a s i a ,
a b o r t i o n , A I D S a n d s e x e d u c a t i o n i n t h e s c h o o l s , d r u g s a n d h o m e 1 e s s n e s s .
M a n y o f s u c h c o n c e r n s w e r e e x p r e s s e d a t a n i n t e r - r e l i g i o u s c o n f e r e n c e o n
s e x a n d m o r a l i t y s p o n s o r e d b y t h e I s l a m i c C e n t e r o f S o u t h e r n C a l i f o r n i a ,
t h e g r o u p w h i c h p u b l i s h e s T h e M i n a r e t . T h e c o n f e r e n c e g a i n e d m e d i a
a t t e n t i o n f o r d r a w i n g C h r i s t i a n ( s u c h a s C a r d i n a l R o g e r M a h o n y o f t h e
a r c h d i o c e s e o f L o s A n g e l e s ) , J e w i s h a n d M u s l i m l e a d e r s , a s w e l l a s
b e c a u s e o f t h e s h a r p c r i t i c i s m i t i s s u e d a g a i n s t " s a f e s e x " e d u c a t i o n
p r o g r a m s i n t h e s c h o o l s , s u c h a s c o n d o m d i s t r i b u t i o n . T h i s i n t e r -
r e l i g i o u s c o n f e r e n c e w a s a m o n g t h e fi r s t t o b e s p o n s o r e d b y a n A m e r i c a n
m o s q u e .

T h e L o s A n g e l e s - b a s e d I s l a m i c C e n t e r i s p l a n n i n g s i m i l a r c o n f e r e n c e s f o r
t h e f u t u r e , w i t h a n u p c o m i n g o n e f o c u s i n g o n e u t h a n a s i a . T h e c e n t e r i s
a l s o p l a n n i n g t o f o r m a c o a l i t i o n w i t h o t h e r r e l i g i o u s g r o u p s a n d
c o m m u n i t y g r o u p s t o t a r g e t v a r i o u s m o r a l i s s u e s , s u c h a s t h e u p c o m i n g
C a l i f o r n i a e u t h a n a s i a b i l l a n d c r i m e . T h r o u g h o u t t h e i s s u e o f T h e M i n a r e t
t h e r e i s a n e m p h a s i s o n g o i n g p u b l i c o n m o r a l i s s u e s a m o n g M u s l i m s , a s
w e l l a s b u i l d i n g s t r o n g e r t i e s w i t h c o - r e l i g i o n i s t s ( a n a r t i c l e o n s e x
e d u c a t i o n c i t e s t h e w r i t i n g s o f N e w R i g h t e v a n g e l i c a l s T i m L a H a y e a n d
J a m e s D o b s o n ) . M a h e r H a t h o u t , c h a i r m a n o f t h e I s l a m i c C e n t e r , s a y s t h a t
s u c h a c a l l f o r a c t i v i s m i s r a r e f o r A m e r i c a n M u s l i m s . " . . . M u s l i m s h a v e
p r e f e r r e d t o b e i n t r o v e r t e d . T h e y h a v e s h o w n l i t t l e i n t e r e s t i n t h e
c o u n t r y ' s p r o b l e m s . " H a t h o u t s p e a k s o f M u s l i m c o n c e r n o n s u c h i s s u e s m o r e
i n t h e m a n n e r o f a N e w C h r i s t i a n R i g h t i s t t h a n a m e m b e r o f a r e l i g i o u s
m i n o r i t y : " I m m o r a l i t y h a s t a k e n o v e r a n d t h e s i l e n t m a j o r i t y h a s t o
s p e a k . " I n a n i n t e r v i e w w i t h R E L I G I O N W A T C H , H a t h o u t s a y s t h a t o n e o f t h e
f a c t o r s i n t h e n e w M u s l i m o u t s p o k e n e s s i s t h a t b r o a d e r s o c i a l a n d m o r a l
i s s u e s a r e n o w h i t t i n g h o m e a m o n g t h e m . " W e h a d t h e s e n s e t h a t w e w e r e
immune f rom many prob lems. But now some Mus l im youth are do ing what the i r
p e e r s a r e d o i n g . " H e a d d s t h a t M u s l i m s " d o n ' t w a n t t o i m p o s e t h e i r
m o r a l i t y o n o t h e r s . B u t w e d o n ' t w a n t o t h e r s t o i m p o s e t h e i r i m m o r a l i t y
o n u s e i t h e r . " ( C o n t i n u e d )
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H a t h o u t f a v o r s a s t r a t e g y o f " s e l e c t i v e c o n s t r u c t i v e e n g a g e m e n t " w i t h
o t h e r r e l i g i o u s g r o u p s i n a d d r e s s i n g s o c i a l i s s u e s . H e s a y s m o s t M u s l i m s
w o u l d f a v o r a m o m e n t o f s i l e n c e i n s t e a d o f p r a y e r i n t h e s c h o o l s . W h i l e
a g a i n s t a b o r t i o n , h e c r i t i c i z e s p r o - l i f e C h r i s t i a n g r o u p s f o r n o t b e i n g
a s s t r o n g l y a g a i n s t p o r n o g r a p h y a n d f o r o t h e r m e a s u r e s t h a t w o u l d ^
s t r e n g t h e n f a m i l y l i f e . H o w m u c h d o e s H a t h o u t ' s a n d t h e i s l a m i c C e n t e r ' s
a c t i v i s m a n d v i e w s r e fl e c t A m e r i c a n I s l a m ? " W e a r e a b i t a h e a d o f o t h e r
M u s l i m s i n o u r o u t s p o k e n e s s , " h e a d m i t s . B u t h e a d d s t h a t t h e r e i s a n e w
i n t e r e s t a m o n g M u s l i m s i n s u c h a c t i v i s m a n d t h a t i t w i l l b e t h e " w a v e o f
t h e f u t u r e . " S o m e M u s l i m s , h o w e v e r , w i l l c o n t i n u e t o p u l l b a c k f r o m s u c h
i n v o l v e m e n t , " s a y i n g t h a t w e s h o u l d k e e p t o o n e a n o t h e r a n d f o r t i f y o u r
o w n w a y r a t h e r t h a n j u m p i n g i n t o t h e m i d d l e o f t h e o c e a n w h e r e G o d k n o w s
w h a t c o u l d h a p p e n , " H a t h o u t s a y s . M u c h o f t h e n e w c o n c e r n f o r p u b l i c
i s s u e s a n d c o a l i t i o n - b u i l d i n g h a s c o m e t o A r a b A m e r i c a n M u s l i m s f r o m
t h e i r b l a c k c o u n t e r p a r t s . " A f r i c a n A m e r i c a n M u s l i m s h a v e b e e n m o r e r e a d y
t o c o o p e r a t e , e s p e c i a l l y w i t h b l a c k c h u r c h e s , t h a n A r a b - A m e r i c a n M u s l i m s ,
w h o a r e n e w e r t o t h e c o u n t r y , " h e a d d s . A . M . K h a t t a b , l e a d e r o f t h e
I s l a m i c C e n t e r o f To l e d o , O h i o , a g r e e s w i t h H a t h o u t t h a t a t r e n d t o w a r d
greater involvement in mora 1^ issues is growing among Mus1ims as they
b e c o m e m o r e A m e r i c a n i z e d a n d r e a l i z e t h a t t h i s i s o u r h o m e . " B u t s u c h
a c t i v i s m w i l l t a k e l e s s o u t s p o k e n f o r m s i n p l a c e s l i k e T o l e d o w h e r e h e
s a y s t h e r e i s l e s s " c o r r u p t i o n " t h a n i n C a l i f o r n i a . ( T h e M i n a r e t , 4 3 4
South Vermont , Los Ange les , CA 90020)

SACRED SITES ACTIVISM RE INVIGORATING, CHANGING AMERICAN INDIAN RELIGION
T h e p r o l o n g e d b a t t l e b e t w e e n A m e r i c a n I n d i a n s a n d t h e l e g a l s y s t e m o v e r
t h e p r e s e r v a t i o n o f s a c r e d s i t e s t h r o u g h o u t A m e r i c a i s s h o w i n g t h e
d i f fi c u l t i e s A m e r i c a n I n d i a n r e l i g i o n h a s i n p r o v i n g i t s c l a i m s i n c o u r t ,
a s w e l l a s b r i n g i n g n e w c o n fl i c t s t o t h e r e l i g i o n i t s e l f , a c c o r d i n g t o ^
M o t h e r J o n e s m a g a z i n e ( M a r c h - A p r i 1 ) . D a n B a u m w r i t e s t h a t w h i l e d i s p u t e s
b e t w e e n A m e r i c a n I n d i a n s a n d t h e g o v e r n m e n t o v e r l a n d o w n e r s h i p a n d
r i g h t s h a v e a l o n g h i s t o r y , I n d i a n a c t i v i s t s a r e n o w p a t c h i n g u p
t r a d i t i o n a l t r i b a l a n i m o s i t i e s a n d b a n d i n g t o g e t h e r w i t h
e n v i r o n m e n t a l i s t s t o s t a k e t h e i r c l a i m o n s u c h s i t e s . T h e r e a r e n o w a b o u t
6 0 - 7 0 s a c r e d s i t e c a s e s i n d i s p u t e . S o f a r , I n d i a n s h a v e n e v e r w o n a
s a c r e d l a n d s c a s e o n F i r s t A m e n d m e n t g r o u n d s , a n d h a v e w o n f e w o f s u c h
c a s e s a t a l l . U . S . l a w s t i p u l a t e s t h a t t h e r e s h o u l d b e p r o o f t h a t s i t e s
a r e u s e d f o r c e r e m o n i e s . B u t t h e w h o l e i d e a o f m o n u m e n t s a n d o t h e r s u c h
m a r k e r s i s " a n a t h e m a " f o r I n d i a n s , w h o b e l i e v e i n l e a v i n g n o m a r k o n t h e
l a n d t h e y u s e f o r r i t u a l s , a c c o r d i n g t o B a u m . S a y s o n e f o r m e r f o r e s t
o f fi c i a l a b o u t s u c h c a s e s , " W e g e t i n f o r m a t i o n [ f r o m I n d i a n s ] t h a t i s n ' t
s u b s t a n t i v e . T h e y s a y ^ We l i k e t h e m o u n t a i n s . ' H o w d o y o u d o c u m e n t t h a t ? "

A n o t h e r c l a s h i n w o r l d v i e w s b e t w e e n t h e l e g a l s y s t e m a n d A m e r i c a n I n d i a n
r e l i g i o n c o n c e r n s t h e g o v e r n m e n t ' s f r e q u e n t i n s i s t e n c e t h a t I n d i a n s w r i t e
d o w n t h e i r s o n g s a n d s t o r i e s t o p r o v e a p l a c e i s s a c r e d . I n d i a n s c l a i m
s u c h r e c o r d - k e e p i n g o f c e r e m o n i e s w o u l d b e r e v e a l i n g s a c r e d s e c r e t s . I n
t h e n e w c o a l i t i o n w i t h e n v i r o n m e n t a l i s t s t o s a v e s u c h s i t e s , s o m e I n d i a n s
a r e n o w a g r e e i n g t o s h a r e s u c h c e r e m o n i a l i n f o r m a t i o n w i t h t h e p u b l i c ,
b u t t h e i s s u e , a s w e l l a s t h a t o f c o o p e r a t i o n w i t h n o n - I n d i a n s , i s
p r o v i n g d i v i s i v e . " O t h e r N a t i v e A m e r i c a n s r e c o i l f r o m d i l u t i n g r e l i g i o u s
i s s u e s w i t h e n v i r o n m e n t a l r h e t o r i c . S t i l l o t h e r s , w h o m n o n - I n d i a n
r e p o r t e r s h e a r a b o u t b u t d o n ' t g e t t o i n t e r v i e w , s t e a d f a s t l y h o l d t h e i r
religion entirely separate from the world of headlines and environmental-^^
i m p a c t s t a t e m e n t s , a n d m a k e t h e i r o w n p e a c e w i t h t h e t h r e a t o f l o s i n g
t h e i r p l a c e s . " I n d i a n a c t i v i s m o n s a c r e d l a n d i s s u e s h a s b r o u g h t a n e w
e m p h a s i s o n t h e s i g n i fi c a n c e o f s p e c i a l s i t e s t o t h e r e l i g i o n . I n d i a n s
h a v e l o n g h e l d t h a t a l l t h e e a r t h i s s a c r e d — a c l a i m t h a t m i g h t
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c o m p l i c a t e t h e i r c a s e i n c o u r t . " T h e r e f o r e , a c t i v i s t s h a v e d e c i d e d t o t r y
t o c o n v i n c e m a i n s t r e a m A m e r i c a t o h e l p s a v e a l i t t l e I n d i a n r e a l
e s t a t e . . . " w r i t e s B a u m . T h e g r o w i n g I n d i a n a c t i v i s m a n d i n v o l v e m e n t i n
t r a d i t i o n a l r e l i g i o n h a s a l s o h a d a " c l e a n s i n g , c h a s t e n i n g e f f e c t o n
y o u n g I n d i a n s o c i e t y , " d i s c o u r a g i n g s u c h w i d e - s p r e a d p r a c t i c e s a s d r u g
a n d a l c o h o l a b u s e . ( M o t h e r J o n e s , 1 6 6 3 M i s s i o n S t . , S a n F r a n c i s c o , C A
9 4 T 0 3 )

iELIGIOUS STUDIES RECEIVE NEW ACCEPTANCE, INFLUENCE IN ACADEME
T h e f o r m a l s t u d y o f r e l i g i o n , e s p e c i a l l y i n t h e s o c i a l s c i e n c e s , h a s
t a k e n o n a n e w r e s p e c t a b i l i t y a n d i n fl u e n c e i n A m e r i c a n u n i v e r s i t i e s ,
a c c o r d i n g t o T h e C h r o n i c l e o f H i g h e r E d u c a t i o n ( A p r i l 1 ) . F o r d e c a d e s
r e l i g i o n w a s c o n s i d e r e d t o o s e c t a r i a n o r r i d d l e d w i t h s u p e r s t i t i o n t o
d e s e r v e c a r e f u l a c a d e m i c s t u d y . B u t i n t h e l a s t f e w y e a r s t h i s a t t i t u d e
h a s b e e n r e p l a c e d b y a n e w i n t e r e s t i n r e l i g i o n , e s p e c i a l l y i n
p s y c h o l o g y, s o c i o l o g y, p o l i t i c a l s c i e n c e a n d t h e h u m a n i t i e s . C o n s i d e r a b l e
e v i d e n c e o f t h i s t r e n d e x i s t s : M o r e s c h o l a r l y a r t i c l e s o n r e l i g i o n a r e
a p p e a r i n g i n s c h o l a r l y j o u r n a l s ; m o r e b o o k s c e n t e r i n g o n r e l i g i o n a n d
p e r s o n a l i t y , r e l i g i o n a n d s o c i e t y , a n d r e l i g i o n a n d g o v e r n m e n t a r e
a p p e a r i n g i n n o n - c h u r c h r e l a t e d p r e s s e s ; m o r e j o b s i n r e l i g i o u s s . t u d i e s
a t p u b l i c c o l l e g e s a n d u n i v e r s i t i e s a r e o p e n i n g . T h e n e w i n t e r e s t i s n o t
aimed at winning converts nor at debunking some of organized rel igion's
w e l l k n o w n e x c e s s e s . R a t h e r , s c h o l a r s a r e s e e i n g r e l i g i o n , p u b l i c a n d
p r i v a t e , m o r e f u l l y a s a n e s s e n t i a l e l e m e n t i n u n d e r s t a n d i n g h u m a n
b e h a v i o r i n a l l i t s d i m e n s i o n s .

O n e f a c t o r i n t h i s d e v e l o p m e n t i s t h a t t h e n e w m u l t i c u l t u r a l i s m o n c a m p u s
h a s i n c r e a s e d s c h o l a r l y i n t e r e s t i n h o w o t h e r s u b c u l t u r e s h a v e b e e n
shaped and reflec t behav io r ou t s i de o f t r ad i t i ona l , wh i t e m idd le c l ass
A m e r i c a n l i f e . R e s i s t a n c e t o t h e t h e n e w a t t e n t i o n b e i n g p a i d t o r e l i g i o n
s t i l l fl o u r i s h e s , h o w e v e r , e s p e c i a l l y i n t h e g e n e r a l fi e l d o f p s y c h o l o g y
w h i c h h a s m a i n t a i n e d i t s s u s p i c i o n o f i s s u e s w h i c h i t c a n n o t q u a n t i f y o r
analyze by ex is t ing accepted theor ies. But c lear ly, the movement for far
g r e a t e r a c c e p t a n c e h a s t a k e n d e e p r o o t . W h a t t h i s g e n e r a l p a t t e r n h a s
mean t i n t he pas t and may we l l mean aga in i s t ha t t he popu la r, mass med ia
w i l l s o o n p i c k u p o n t h e s e n e w i n v e s t i g a t i o n s i n r e l i g i o n a n d i n t u r n
w i l l b r ing the e rud i te scho la rsh ip o f the i vo ry tower to the genera l
publ ic . That could in turn help shape percept ions many non-par t ic ipants
have about organized rel igion, a segment of the populat ion which at best
e s t i m a t e w o u l d i n c l u d e a b o u t 6 5 p e r c e n t o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n . — B y E r l i n g
Jors tad, an RW cont r ibut ing ed i tor and professor o f H is tory a t St . Ola f
C o l l e g e , N o r t h fi e l d , M i n n .

RELIGIOUS MOVEMENT AGAINST 'OBJECTIONAL' PROGRAMMING LOSING MOMENTUM
The Chr is t ian R igh t i s t c rusade to e l im ina te what i t cons iders ob jec t iona l
te lev i s ion and mov ie p rog ramming appears to be los ing momentum and
su f fe r ing f rom a lack o f un i t y. The Apr i l i ssue o f the ac t i v i s t Dona ld
W i l d m o n ' s A m e r i c a n F a m i l y A s s o c i a t i o n ( A F A ) N e w s 1 e t t e r s a y s t h e
organizat ion faces a major financia l cr is is . Wi ldmon says that the AFA
w i l l h a v e t o s e r i o u s l y c u r t a i l i t s p r o g r a m s u n l e s s i t r e c e i v e s l a r g e
a m o u n t s o f r e v e n u e q u i c k l y. H e h i n t s t h a t t h e A FA t r e a s u r y i s a t a n a l l -
t i m e l o w . T h e W i l d m o n c r u s a d e h a d b e e n s h o w i n g r e s u l t s : L a s t f a l l i t
c l a i m e d m a j o r v i c t o r i e s i n c o n v i n c i n g t h e m a j o r t e l e v i s i o n n e t w o r k s n o t
to produce or air certain new si t -coms and chi ldrens' programs. The
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c u r r e n t d i f fi c u l t i e s c o m e a t a t i m e w h e n o t h e r p o s t - 1 9 8 8 N e w
C h r i s t i a n R i g h t o r g a n i z a t i o n s a r e a l s o t a k i n g u p t h e c r u s a d e a g a i n s t
^ o b j e c t i o n a l ' p r o g r a m m i n g a n d t h e N a t i o n a l E n d o w m e n t f o r t h e A r t ? .

T h e C h r i s t i a n A c t i o n N e t w o r k o u t o f F o r e s t , V i r g i n i a , P a t R o b e r t s o n ' s
C h r i s t i a n C o a l i t i o n , a n d J o h n W . W h i t e h e a d ' s R u t h e r f o r d I n s t i t u t e a r e
a l l a p p e a l i n g t o t h e s a m e p o t e n t i a l d o n o r s f o r f u n d s . S o m e o f t h e
c o n s e r v a t i v e W a s h i n g t o n - b a s e d t h i n k t a n k s , s u c h a s t h e H e r i t a g e
F o u n d a t i o n , a r e a l s o c a l l i n g f o r s t r o n g e r g r a s s r o o t s s u p p o r t a n d W h i t e
H o u s e l e a d e r s h i p i n t u r n i n g b a c k w h a t t h e y c o n s i d e r a s o b j e c t i o n a l a n d
o b s c e n e w r i t i n g s , m o v i e s , a n d v i s u a l a r t . [ I t m a y w e l l b e t h a t w i t h o u t
m u c h h e l p f r o m t h e O v a l O f fi c e , t h e W i l d m o n c a m p a i g n a n d o t h e r s i m i l a r
g r o u p s a r e fi n d i n g t h a t t h e y h a v e o v e r e x t e n d e d t h e i r p r o g r a m s , n o n e o f
w h i c h a r e c o o r d i n a t e d w i t h o n e a n o t h e r . T h e s a m e p o t e n t i a l d o n o r s a r e
b e i n g r e p e a t e d l y a s k e d f o r s u p p o r t - - a s i t u a t i o n w h i c h m a y l e a d t o t h e
a p p a r e n t d e c l i n e i n s u p p o r t f o r e a c h o f t h e m . ] ( A m e r i c a n F a m i l y
A s s o c i a t i o n , N e w s l e t t e r , P . O . D r a w e r 2 4 4 0 , 1 0 7 P a r k g a t e , T u p e l o , M S
3 8 8 0 3 ) - - B y E r l i n g J o r s t a d

PRAISE MARCHES GIVING PUBLIC EXPRESSION TO EVANGELICAL FAITH

E v a n g e l i c a l C h r i s t i a n s a r e i n c r e a s i n g l y t a k i n g t o t h e s t r e e t s i n " M a r c h e s
f o r J e s u s " a r o u n d t h e w o r l d i n o r d e r t o g i v e a p u b l i c e x p r e s s i o n t o t h e i r
f a i t h , a c c o r d i n g t o C h a r i s m a & C h r i s t i a n L i f e m a g a z i n e ( M a y ) . " P r a i s e
m a r c h e s " o f C h r i s t i a n s h o l d i n g a l o f t b a n n e r s a n d s i n g i n g h y m n s t h r o u g h
t h e s t r e e t s o f m a j o r c i t i e s i n E u r o p e , A f r i c a , J a p a n a n d t h e U . S . h a v e
been ga in ing momen tum s ince the l a te 1980s . The March fo r Jesus movemen t , ^
s t a r t e d i n E n g l a n d , w h e n C h r i s t i a n s o n g w r i t e r G r a h a m K e n d r i c k h e l p e d l e a * ,
a m a r c h o f 5 5 , 0 0 0 C h r i s t i a n s t h r o u g h t h e s t r e e t s o f L o n d o n i n 1 9 8 7 . T h e s e
m a r c h e s t r y t o s t e e r c l e a r o f p o l i t i c a l p r o t e s t s o r m e s s a g e s a n d i n s t e a d
f o c u s o n e x a l t i n g C h r i s t a n d b r i n g i n g t o g e t h e r C h r i s t i a n s . T h e m a r c h e s
s e r v e a s r a l l y i n g p o i n t s f o r c h u r c h e s , g i v i n g t h e m a n e w s e n s e o f
o u t r e a c h a n d c o o p e r a t i o n i n t h e i r c o m m u n i t i e s , r e p o r t s R a n d y R o b i s o n a n d
J o h n A r c h e r . I n B e l f a s t , N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d , f o r i n s t a n c e . C a t h o l i c s a n d
P r o t e s t a n t s j o i n e d t o g e t h e r f o r t h e m a r c h . M a r c h f o r J e s u s o r g a n i z e r s
s a y s t h e m a r c h e s a r e a n o p p o r t u n i t y f o r C h r i s t i a n s t o " t a k e d o w n t h e
w a l l s o f t h e c h u r c h a n d c e l e b r a t e J e s u s i n t h e p u b l i c s q u a r e , " a c c o r d i n g
t o R o b i s o n a n d A r c h e r .

I n a r e c e n t b o o k o n t h e m o v e m e n t , K e n d r i c k s a y s t h a t " T h e o n c e - p o w e r f u l ,
v i s i b l e c h u r c h h a s b e c o m e v i r t u a l l y i n v i s i b l e . I h a v e a v i s i o n f o r t h e
c h u r c h b e c o m i n g v i s i b l e a g a i n - - t h e ^ b r i d e o n d i s p l a y , * i f y o u w i l l . " T h e
m a r c h e s h a v e a l s o s e r v e d t o p u t e v a n g e l i c a l c h u r c h e s o n t h e f r o n t p a g e s .
" E v e n t h e B r i t i s h B r o a d c a s t i n g C o r p o r a t o n ( B B C ) , w h i c h t y p i c a l l y
d i s r e g a r d s r e l i g i o u s e v e n t s , h a s h a d t o t a k e n o t e o f w h a t t h e c h u r c h i s
d o i n g , " K e n d r i c k a d d s . T h e r e s p o n s e t o t h e s e m a r c h e s h a v e b e e n m i x e d ,
w i t h s o m e b e i n g c o n v e r t e d o n t h e s p o t , w h i l e o t h e r s j e e r a t t h e m a r c h e r s .
T h e A m e r i c a n o r g a n i z e r s o f t h e m o v e m e n t c o m e f r o m t h e e v a n g e l i c a l -
c h a r i s m a t i c o r b i t , s u c h a s B i l l B r i g h t o f C a m p u s C r u d a d e a n d J o h n W i m b e r
o f V i n e y a r d M i n i s t r i e s . O n M a y 2 3 , M a r c h f o r J e s u s e v e n t s w i l l t a k e p l a c e
i n m o r e t h a n 1 2 0 U . S . c i t i e s , a n d e v e r y c a p i t a l c i t y i n E u r o p e w i l l a l s o
h a v e p r a i s e m a r c h e s . ( C h a r i s m a & C h r i s t i a n L i f e , 6 0 0 R h i n e h a r t R o a d , L a k e
M a r y , F L 3 2 7 4 6 ) ^
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NEW IHHIGRATION BILL HELPING TO BRING WORLD RELIGIONS TO U.S.
A n e w i n f u s i o n o f r e l i g i o u s l e a d e r s a n d w o r k e r s i n t o A m e r i c a f r o m t h e
w o r l d ' s n o n - C h r i s t i a n r e l i g i o n s w i l l b e t h e l i k e l y r e s u l t o f a r e c e n t l y -
passed U.S. immigration bi l l , according to Hinduism Today newspaper
( A p r i l ) . T h e b i l l , p a s s e d l a s t f a l l b y C o n g r e s s , l i b e r a l i z e d t h e
" re l i g i ous wo rke r " qua l i fi ca t i ons f o r immig ra t i on t o i nc l ude a new " l ay
re l i g i ous wo rke r " ca tego ry. "P rev ious l y t he re l i g i ous wo rke r t ype o f v i sa
w a s m o r e o r l e s s f o r p r i e s t s o r , w i t h g r e a t e r d i f fi c u l t y , f o r m o n k s . N o w ,
spec tacu la r l y, t he re ' s an a lmos t end less spec t rum o f poss ib i1 i t i es - -
r e l i g i o n t e a c h e r s , i n s t r u c t o r s , c o u n s e l o r s , l i b r a r i a n s , t e m p l e c r a f t s m e n ,
pundits, missionaries, even temple musicians, dancers and temple cooks
a n d s e a m s t r e s s e s - - n o t e x c l u d i n g a n y o n e s e e k i n g o n - t h e - j o b t r a i n i n g i n
these areas," the newspaper repor ts . Whi le the actual wording of the b i l l
claims that the applicant has to be a member of a U.S. denomination,
suggesting an advantage for Christians, immigration officials emphasize
that any American re l ig ious group can sponsor re l ig ious workers in
o b t a i n i n g v i s a s .

T h e n e w b i l l w i l l e n d t h e b u r e a u c r a t i c t e c h n i c a l i t i e s t h a t h a v e t a k e n
place between non-Judeo-Christian religions and immigration officials.
In the case of Hindus, for years, U.S. temples had to explain why their
equivalent of an ordained min is ter "d idn ' t have a col lege degree or
d o c t o r a t e i n t h e o l o g y . . . [ a n d ] t h a t t h e y d o n ' t d o m a r r i a g e c o u n s e l i n g o r
organize Sunday church picnics." The newspaper adds that the "U.S.
immigrat ion office is emphasiz ing they want the Asian re l ig ious communi ty
to use th is new v isa . . .Wi th the influx o f over a m i l l i on Buddh is ts in the
last decade (many from Vietnam), an Indian population growing towards the
one mil l ion mark--and Musl ims approaching the 10 mil l ion mark-- America
has had to face the fact of its religious plurality and^^make visa rules
work for everybody." Hindus have greeted the b i l l wi th "emphat ic
delight." With the help of New York Hindu lawyer Sidney Elfman, over 50
U.S. and Canadian Hindu temple societies have been contacted regarding
the v isa 's potent ia l o f br ing ing in a new range o f re l ig ious he lp . Over a
dozen groups have already responded, "seeking Elfman s Hindu-tailored
legal expertise, including the grandfather of U.S. temples, the Hindu
Temple of Flushing, N.Y..." (Hinduism Today, 7819 Second St., Concord, OA
9 4 5 1 9 )

CATHOLIC PRIESTS MOVING TO EPISCOPALIAN PRIESTHOOD DOWNPLAYED?
There has been a steady yet unpublicized stream of former Catholic
priests moving into the priesthood of the Episcopal Church, according to
t h e N a t i o n a l C a t h o l i c R e p o r t e r ( A p r i l 3 ) . A t l e a s t 3 4 5 f o r m e r C a t h o l i c
pr iests been accepted into the ministry of the Episcopal Church s ince
1970, while 90 former Episcopal priests who have gone the other way since
1981, the year the practice was approved by the Vatican. While
c o n s i d e r a b l e a t t e n t i o n h a s f o c u s e d o n t h e s e f o r m e r E p i s c o p a l i a n s m o v i n g
in to the Catho l ic pr ies thood, the o ther t rend has "been a l l bu t ignored
in Catholic quarters and largely played down by Episcopal leaders,"
according to the Rel ig ious News Serv ice-based ar t ic le. One Cathol ic-
turned-Episcopa1 priest says that the "Roman Catholic Church wishes [the
phenomenon of Catholic priests joining the Episcopal priesthood] would go
away. Episcopal Church leaders don't want to call attention to it because
they don't want to disturb relations with Rome." While critics say that
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t h e f o r m e r C a t h o l i c s w h o a r e n o w E p i s c o p a l p r i e s t s m a d e t h e m o v e b e c a u s e
t h e y w a n t e d t o m a r r y , m o s t i n t e r v i e w e d c l a i m t h a t w i d e r c o n c e r n s , s u c h a s
p a p a l a u t h o r i t y a n d s u c h c h u r c h p o s i t i o n s a s d i v o r c e a n d b i r t h c o n t r o l ,
p r o m p t e d t h e m t o c h a n g e d e n o m i n a t i o n s . ( N a t i o n a l C a t h o l i c R e p o r t e r , P . O . ^
B o x 4 7 9 2 8 7 , K a n s a s C i t y , M O 6 4 1 4 1 )

CANADIAN SEN I NARY ENROLLMENTS REBOUNDING
C a n a d i a n P r o t e s t a n t t h e o l o g i c a l s c h o o l s a r e r e p o r t i n g a n u p s w i n g i n
c a n d i d a t e s f o r t h e m i n i s r y a n d a n i n c r e a s e d i n t e r e s t i n t h e e x t r a c o u r s e s
o f f e r e d i n t h e o l o g y o n a p a r t - t i m e o r c o r r e s p o n d e n c e b a s i s , a c c o r d i n g t o
t h e U n i t e d C h u r c h O b s e r v e r ( A p r i l ) , t h e m a g a z i n e o f t h e U n i t e d C h u r c h o f
C a n a d a . T h i s d e v e l o p m e n t r e p r e s e n t s a d e p a r t u r e f r o m t w e n t y y e a r s o f
s t e a d y d e c l i n e i n e n r o l l m e n t , w i t h e r i n g r e s o u r c e s a n d l a c k o f c o m m i t m e n t
i n C a n a d i a n s e m i n a r i e s , w r i t e s R o y B o n i s t e e l . O n e o f fi c i a l f r o m Q u e e n ' s
T h e o l o g i c a l C o l l e g e , K i n g s t o n , O n t a r i o , s a y s t h a t t h e s t u d e n t i n c r e a s e
m e a n s t h e p a s t d e c a d e o f a u s t e r i t y t h a t t h e l i b e r a l U n i t e d C h u r c h o f
C a n a d a h a s s u f f e r e d t h r o u g h m a y b e o v e r . T h e c o l l e g e h a s h a d t o l a u n c h a
$500,000 campaign to help finance not only the min is ter ia l s tudies, but a
d e m a n d f o r c o r r e s p o n d e n c e c o u r s e s i n t h e o l o g y a n d , a l s o , s c h o l a r s h i p s f o r
T h i r d W o r l d s t u d e n t s . A n u m b e r o f f a c t o r s a r e c i t e d f o r t h e i n c r e a s e d
i n t e r e s t i n c h u r c h c a r e e r s : T h e r e s u l t i n g l a c k o f j o b s f r o m t h e r e c e s s i o n
m a y m a k e t h e m i n i s t r y s e e m l i k e a m o r e s e c u r e fi e l d , o r a n e w c o n c e r n f o r
"humani tar ian" serv ice in the face of growing technology and v io lence.
T h e C a n a d i a n s t u d e n t i n c r e a s e a p p e a r s t o f o l l o w t h e U . S . p a t t e r n i n t h a t
m o s t o f t h e s e m i n a r i a n s a r e o l d e r a n d e n t e r i n g t h e m i n i s t r y a s a s e c o n d
c a r e e r r a t h e r t h a n y o u n g p e o p l e j u s t o u t o f c o l l e g e . ( U n i t e d C h u r c h
O b s e r v e r, 8 4 P l e a s a n t B l v d . , To r o n t o , O n t . , M 4 T 2 Z 8 C a n a d a )

CLERGY-LAITY SPLIT IN SUPPORT FOR LE PEN'S FAR RIGHT MOVEMENT
W h i l e r e l i g i o u s l e a d e r s p l a y e d a l a r g e p a r t i n d e n o u n c i n g t h e u p s u r g e o f
s u p p o r t f o r t h e r i g h t w i n g l e a d e r J e a n - M a r i e L e P e n ' s N a t i o n a l F r o n t
d u r i n g t h e r e c e n t e l e c t i o n s i n F r a n c e , t h e r e i s a f a i r l y l a r g e s e g m e n t o f
p r a c t i c i n g C a t h o l i c s w h o s u p p o r t t h e p o l i t i c i a n , a c c o r d i n g t o T h e Ta b l e t
( M a r c h 2 8 ) , a B r i t i s h C a t h o l i c m a g a z i n e . L e P e n ' s N a t i o n a l F r o n t h a s
e m e r g e d a s t h e l a r g e s t a n d m o s t p o w e r f u l e x t r e m e - r i g h t p a r t y i n We s t e r n
E u r o p e s i n c e W o r l d W a r I I - - a f a c t d r i v e n h o m e t o v o t e r s i n t h e M a r c h
F r e n c h r e g i o n a l a n d l o c a l e l e c t i o n s . S u p p o r t f o r t h e N a t i o n a l F r o n t
r e a c h e d a s h i g h a s 3 0 p e r c e n t i n t h e s o u t h o f F r a n c e a n d 1 6 p e r c e n t i n
t h e P a r i s r e g i o n , b e a t i n g t h e s o c i a l i s t s . T h e l o c a l e l e c t i o n s a r e
" t r a d i t i o n a l l y u s e d t o d e l i v e r w a r n i n g s h o t s o v e r t h e b o w s o f t h e
g o v e r n i n g p a r t y. T h e c r u n c h w i l l c o m e n e x t y e a r w i t h t h e p a r l i a m e n t a r y
e l e c t i o n s , " w r i t e s r e p o r t e r A l a i n W o o d r o w . H e a d d s t h a t " F o r o n c e i t w a s
t h e r e l i g i o u s l e a d e r s w h o t o o k t h e l e a d i n d e n o u n c i n g t h e e x t r e m e r i g h t ,
i n n o u n c e r t a i n t e r m s . " A r c h b i s h o p o f Ly o n s C a r d i n a l A l b e r t D e c o u r t r a y
t o l d C a t h o l i c s n o t t o a b s t a i n f r o m v o t i n g b u t t o e x t e n d t h e i r i n fl u e n c e
f o r a d e m o c r a t i c s o c i e t y , " y e t w a r n i n g t h a t " H i t l e r w a s b r o u g h t t o p o w e r
b y d e m o c r a t i c e l e c t i o n s . "

B i s h o p s i n t h e s o u t h e r n P r o v e n c e - M ^ d i t e r r a n ^ e r e g i o n p u b l i s h e d a
s t a t e m e n t o n t h e e l e c t o r a l c a m p a i g n i n w h i c h t h e y d e f e n d e d t h e r i g h t o f
t h e i m m i g r a n t w o r k e r - - a l l u d i n g t o t h e N a t i o n a l F r o n t ' s a n t i - i m m i g r a n t
p o l i c y . E v e n F r a n c e ' s c h i e f r a b b i , r a r e l y g i v e n t o p o l i t i c a l s t a t e m e n t s ^
p u b l i c l y c a l l e d L e P e n " d a n g e r o u s . " B u t L e P e n c o n t i n u e s t o h a v e a h o l d
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o v e r a n o t e w o r t h y s e g m e n t o f F r a n c e ' s C a t h o l i c s . T h e C a t h o l i c m a g a z i n e L a
V i e p u b l i s h e d a n o p i n i o n p o l l w h i c h s h o w e d t h a t 1 3 p e r c e n t o f p r a c t i c i n g
C a t h o l i c s c o n s i d e r L e P e n ' s p o l i t i c a l p r o g r a m a s " v e r y c l o s e o r c l o s e t o
C h r i s t i a n v a l u e s . " O n l y 5 0 p e r c e n t o f p r a c t i c i n g C a t h o l i c s f e e l t h a t t h e
c h u r c h s h o u l d c o n d e m n h i s i d e a s , a n d 1 7 p e r c e n t o f t h e m f e e l " v e r y c l o s e
o r c l o s e t o h i s i d e a s . " O n l y 6 7 p e r c e n t s a i d t h e y w o u l d n e v e r v o t e f o r L e
P e n " u n d e r a n y c i r c u m s t a n c e s . " O n e fi n d i n g m a y c h e e r r e l i g i o u s l e a d e r s :
7 4 p e r c e n t o f p r a c t i c i n g C a t h o l i c s d o n o t b e l i e v e t h a t L e P e n a n d h i s
p a r t y a r e " s i n c e r e i n t h e i r r e f e r e n c e t o C h r i s t i a n v a l u e s , b u t s i m p l y u s e
t h e m f o r t h e i r p o l i t i c a l e n d s . " ( T h e T a b l e t , 4 8 G r e a t P e t e r S t . , L o n d o n
SW1P 2HB ENGLAND)

GREENING OF LIBERATION THEOLOGY AND ACTIVISM IN THE PHILIPPINES

A n e w b r e e d o f a c t i v i s t p r i e s t i n t h e P h i l i p p i n e s i s f o r g i n g a " g r e e n "
v e r s i o n o f l i b e r a t i o n t h e o l o g y t h a t b l e n d s e c o l o g y w i t h s o c i a l j u s t i c e ,
a c c o r d i n g t o t h e F a r E a s t e r n E c o n o m i c R e v i e w ( A p r i l 2 3 ) . W h i l e a c t i v i s t
p r i e s t s a r e n o t h i n g n e w i n t h e P h i 1 i p p i n e s - - s o m e h a v e t a k e n p a r t i n t h e
c o m m u n i s t g u e r i l l a m o v e m e n t - - " t h e s e d a y s a g r o w i n g n u m b e r o f p r i e s t s a r e
t a l k i n g a b o u t r e l i g i o n a n d n a t u r e . T h e y s a y i t i s t h e r o l e o f t h e c h u r c h
t o b e o n t h e f r o n t l i n e o f t h e e n v i r o n m e n t a l b a t t l e t h a t i s r a g i n g i n t h e
P h i l l i p i n e c o u n t r y s i d e . P r i e s t s a r e p r e a c h i n g e c o l o g y , l o g g i n g b a n s a n d ,
i n s o m e p r o v i n c e s , h e a d i n g t o t h e h i l l s t o s t o p l o g g e r s . " O n e p r i e s t
p r e a c h i n g f o r a m o r a t o r i u m o n l o g g i n g i n t h e S i e r r a M a d r e m o u n t a i n s
b r o u g h t t o g e t h e r 1 i b e r a t i o n i s t a n d e c o l o g i c a l c o n c e r n s , e x p l a i n i n g , " W e
a r e a n t i - l o g g i n g n o t o n l y f o r e c o l o g i c a l r e a s o n s b u t a l s o b e c a u s e l o g g i n g
s u p p o r t s t h e s t a t u s q u o . We w a n t t o c h a n g e p r e s e n t c o n d i t i o n s . " O n t h e
s o u t h e r n i s l a n d o f M i n d a n a o , a l l o f t h e p r o v i n c e o f B u k i d n o n ' s 4 4 p r i e s t s
h a v e b e e n d e p u t i z e d b y t h e g o v e r n m e n t a s " f o r e s t o f fi c e r s " t o e n f o r c e a
b a n a g a i n s t l o g g i n g . T h e g o v e r n m e n t c h o s e t o g i v e p r i e s t s t h i s p o s i t i o n
b e c a u s e o f t h e i r " c r e d i b i l i t y a n d s t r o n g i n fl u e n c e " i n t h e s e c o m m u n i t i e s .

T h e e n v i r o n m e n t a l c o n c e r n a m o n g t h e p r i e s t s a n d o t h e r c h u r c h a c t i v i s t s
s t a r t e d i n 1 9 8 8 w h e n t h e C a t h o l i c B i s h o p s C o n f e r e n c e o f t h e P h i l l i p i n e s
i s s u e d a p a s t o r a l l e t t e r r e a d a c r o s s t h e c o u n t r y w a r n i n g a g a i n s t
e x p l o i t a t i o n o f t h e f o r e s t s a n d t h e s e a s . T h e b i s h o p s s t a t e d t h a t t h e
o f fi c i a l c h u r c h w a s s l o w t o r e s p o n d t o t h e " e c o l o g i c a l c r i s i s , " a n d a s k e d
p a r i s h i o n e r s a n d c h u r c h o f fi c e s t o o r g a n i z e a n d a d v o c a t e e c o l o g i c a l
c a u s e s . B u t m e a n w h i l e , t h e c h u r c h fi n d s i t s e l f i n c o n fl i c t w i t h c r i t i c s
i n t h e g o v e r n m e n t w h o c l a i m t h a t i t s p o s i t i o n a g a i n s t b i r t h c o n t r o l i s
c a u s i n g t h e p o p u l a t i o n g r o w t h t h a t b r i n g s e n v i r o n m e n t a l d e c l i n e . T h e
c h u r c h ' s E p i s c o p a l C o m m i s s i o n o n F a m i l y L i f e , o n t h e o t h e r h a n d ,
m a i n t a i n s t h a t t h e v i e w t h a t r a p i d p o p u l a t i o n g r o w t h d e p l e t e s r e s o u r c e s
i s o u t d a t e d , c i t i n g c o u n t r i e s w h i c h e n j o y e c o n o m i c g r o w t h d e s p i t e f a s t
p o p u l a t i o n g r o w t h r a t e s . ( F a r E a s t e r n E c o n o m i c R e v i e w , 1 8 7 - 1 8 5 G l o u c e s t e r
R d . , C e n t r e P o i n t , H o n g K o n g )

ISLAMIC UPDATE
♦ " M a n y A f r i c a n M u s l i m s a r e l o o k i n g t o a n o n - A r a b M u s l i m s t a t e f o r
s u p p o r t : I r a n , " a c c o r d i n g t o t h e C a t h o l i c W o r l d R e p o r t m a g a z i n e ( M a r c h ) .
T h e M a r c h R W c i t e d a r e p o r t o n t h e I s l a m i c f u n d a m e n t a l i s t u p s u r g e i n
A l g e r i a w h i c h f o r e c a s t e d t h a t A l g e r i a n a n d N o r t h A f r i c a n M u s l i m s a r e n o t
l i k e l y t o a d o p t a n I r a n - s t y l e I s l a m . B u t i t a p p e a r s t h a t t h e I r a n i a n
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appeal i s s t ronger in par ts o f b lack Af r ica (as opposed to Arab ic Af r ica
in the nor th) . Is lam scho lar Dona l Cru ise O 'Br ien wr i tes tha t "B lack
A f r i c a ' s I s l a m i c m i l i t a n t s h a v e a n a m b i v a l e n t a t t i t u d e t o w a r d t h e A r a b
war 1d . . . t he re i s a common pe rcep t i on , among b lack A f r i can Mus l ims , o f
r a c i a l a r r o g a n c e o n t h e p a r t o f p r e s e n t - d a y A r a b s . " T h i s a m b i v a Te n c e
s t e m s f r o m h i s t o r i c m e m o r i e s o f A r a b i n v o l v e m e n t i n t h e s l a v e t r a d e a n d
s u c h r e c e n t e v e n t s a s t h e i n c u r s i o n o f C o l o n e l Q a d d a f y ' s f o r c e s i n C h a d ,
a n d t h e o n g o i n g c i v i l w a r i n t h e S u d a n b e t w e e n A r a b M u s l i m n o r t h e r n e r s
a n d b l a c k C h r i s t i a n o r a n i m i s t s o u t h e r n e r s .

W h i l e I s l a m i c m i l i t a n c y h a d b e e n a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e A r a b s i n t h e 1 9 7 0 s ,
t h e I r a n i a n r e v o l u t i o n o f 1 9 7 9 p r o v e d t o b e a l i b e r a t i n g e x a m p l e f o r
b l a c k A f r i c a n M u s l i m s . " H e r e h a s b e e n a n a l t e r n a t i v e m o d e l o f I s l a m i c
g o v e r n m e n t a n d s o c i e t y, w h i c h i s a t t h e s a m e t i m e n o t A r a b , " O ' B r i e n
w r i t e s . H e c o n c l u d e s t h a t t h e l e a d e r s o f I s l a m i c m i l i t a n c y , " f r o m Q i b l a
i n t h e R e p u b l i c o f S o u t h A f r i c a t o I b a d o u R a h m a n e i n S e n e g a l o r S a i d
M u s a ' s c e n t e r i n T a n z a n i a , a r e o f t e n t h o s e w i t h a n I r a n i a n l i n k u p : a
m i n o r i t y p h e n o m e n o n , b u t a h i g h l y s i g n i fi c a n t m i n o r i t y , a n d c o n t i n e n t -
w i d e . " ( C a t h o l i c W o r l d R e p o r t , 2 5 1 5 M c A l l i s t e r S t . , S a n F r a n c i s c o , C A
9 4 11 8 )

* A m o n g M u s l i m c o u n t r i e s , S a u d i A r a b i a a n d S u d a n a r e t h e m o s t i n t o l e r a n t
o f o t h e r r e l i g i o n s , a c c o r d i n g t o a r e c e n t s t u d y b y t h e Z w e m e r I n s t i t u t e ,
a P a s a d e n a , C a l i f . - b a s e d e v a n g e l i c a l o r g a n i z a t i o n t h a t s t u d i e s I s l a m , T h e
N a t i o n a l & I n t e r n a t i o n a l R e l i g i o n R e p o r t ( A p r i l 6 ) n o t e s t h a t t h e s t u d y
c o m p a r e d r e l i g i o u s f r e e d o m i n 3 3 M u s l i m n a t i o n s a c c o r d i n g t o s u c h
c r i t e r i a a s h u m a n r i g h t s a b u s e s , i n c i d e n t s o f v i o l e n c e , t h e s t a t u s o f
w o m e n a n d c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l a w s . I t w a s f o u n d t h a t c o u n t r i e s i n t h e " v e r y -
i n t o l e r a n t " r a n g e - - S u d a n , S a u d i A r a b i a , I r a n a n d P a k i s t a n - - h a d i n s t i t u t e d
S h a r i a , o r I s l a m i c l a w . S u d a n r e c e i v e d t h e h i g h e s t i n t o l e r a n c e r a t i n g f o n ^
i t s " h o l y w a r " a g a i n s t n o n - M u s l i m s i n t h e c o u n t r y ' s s o u t h e r n r e g i o n . T h e
w e s t A f r i c a n s t a t e s o f M a l i , S e n e g a l , a n d N i g e r , a l o n g w i t h J o r d a n a n d
L e b a n o n , w e r e d e e m e d t h e m o s t t o l e r a n t d u r i n g 1 9 9 1 . T h e s t u d y a l s o n o t e d
t h a t M u s l i m m i n o r i t i e s i n M y a n m a r , I n d i a , I s r a e l , a n d Y u g o s l a v i a a r e
d e f e n d i n g t h e m s e l v e s " a g a i n s t a n a r o u s e d B u d d h i s t , H i n d u , J e w i s h , a n d
C h r i s t i a n S e r b - C r o a t n a t i o n a l i s m . " ( N a t i o n a l & i n t e r n a t i o n a l R e l i g i o n
R e p o r t , P. O . B o x 2 1 4 3 3 , R o a n o k e , VA 2 4 0 1 S )
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P R E S S N O T E S M a y / J u n e 1 9 9 2
* C r o s s w i n d s : T h e R e f o r m a t i o n D i g e s t m a d e i t s d e b u t i n M a r c h a t t h e
Nat iona l Re l ig ious Broadcasters ' convent ion . The resu l t o f severa l years
o f p l a n n i n g b y e v a n g e l i c a l a c t i v i s t J a y G r i m s t e a d o f t h e C o a l i t i o n o n
R e v i v a l , t h e o m n i b u s j o u r n a l a i m s a t b r i n g i n g t o g e t h e r t h e m o s t
t h e o l o g i c a l l y a n d p o l i t i c a l l y m i n d e d c o n s e r v a t i v e P r o t e s t a n t s i n t o a
l o o s e c o n f e d e r a t i o n , w h i l e c o n s c i o u s l y a v o i d i n g t h e m o s t c o n t r o v e r s i a l
a n d d i v i s i v e p r o g r a m s o f t h e R e c o n s t r u c t i o n i s t m o v e m e n t .
Recons t ruc t i on i s t s have ga ined a t ten t i on fo r t he i r t each ings tha t soc ie t y
s h o u l d b e r u l e d b y t h e O l d Te s t a m e n t , w h i c h w o u l d m e a n c a p i t a l p u n i s h m e n t
f o r a d u l t e r y , s c h o o l s b e i n g r u n b y c h u r c h e s a n d s i m i l a r l a w s . T h e
m a s t h e a d o f C r o s s w i n d s i n c l u d e s 11 0 n a m e s , a v i r t u a l w h o ' s - w h o o f r i g h t
w ing conservat ives, inc lud ing Reconst ruct ion is t leaders R.J . Rushdoony
a n d G a r y N o r t h , b u t a l s o m a n y o f t h e i r c r i t i c s .

I n i t s 140 pages , Crossw inds o f fe rs a r t i c les on fo re ign a f fa i r s , the
N e w A g e m o v e m e n t , p r a y e r, f a m i l y p o l i c y, a n d s c i e n c e , a s w e l l a s b o o k
rev iews and ed i t o r i a l commen ts . I t h i n t s a t o rgan i z i ng l oca l po l i t i ca l
b l o c s t o s w a y e l e c t i o n s o n m a t t e r s s u c h a s s c h o o l b o a r d e l e c t i o n s a n d
c o n t r o l s o v e r p o r n o g r a p h y . T h e j o u r n a l ' s s i g n i fi c a n c e l i e s n o t o n l y i n
i t s s t e e r i n g a w a y f r o m t h e R e c o n s t r u c t i o n i s t s b u t i n i t s a t t e m p t t o o f f e r
a f o r u m w h e r e a n e n o r m o u s l y d i v e r s e v a r i e t y o f i s s u e s c a n b e p r i n t e d a n d
c r i t i q u e d . C r o s s w i n d s i n d i c a t e s t h a t t h e e x t r e m e r i g h t h a s f o u n d i t
e x p e d i e n t n o l o n g e r t o fi r e s a l v o e s a t e a c h o t h e r , a s i n c l a s s i c
f u n d a m e n t a l i s m , b u t t o r e a c h o u t f o r c o n s e n s u s . T h e r e i s , l i t e r a l l y ,
something for everyone here, and that in i tsel f is news f rom th is group.
F o r m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n , w r i t e : C r o s s w i n d s , 7 8 9 E l C a m i n o R e a l , S u n n y v a l e ,
C A 9 4 0 8 7 . — B y E r l i n g J o r s t a d

* The fledgl ing newsletter American Orthodoxy represents a unique attempt
t o r e l a t e E a s t e r n O r t h o d o x y t o A m e r i c a n c u l t u r e a n d w o r l d a f f a i r s . T h a t
t h e q u a r t e r l y n e w s l e t t e r i s b e i n g p u b l i s h e d b y t h e n e o c o n s e r v a t i v e
Ethics and Public Policy Center suggests that Orthodoxy is now being
v i e w e d a s a s i g n i fi c a n t p l a y e r o n t h e r e l i g i o - p o l i t i c a l s c e n e , e s p e c i a l l y
w i t h t h e r e e m e r g e n c e o f O r t h o d o x i n fl u e n c e i n t h e f o r m e r S o v i e t U n i o n a n d
p a r t s o f E a s t e r n E u r o p e . T h e p r e m i e r ( W i n t e r ) i s s u e f e a t u r e s a r t i c l e s
s t r e s s i n g t r a d i t i o n a l t h e o l o g y , w h i l e a d d r e s s i n g p o l i t i c a l c o n c e r n s :
a c o m m e n t a r y o n C a t h o l i c - O r t h o d o x t e n s i o n s i n Y u g o s l a v i a ; a c a l l f o r
t o l e r a n c e t o w a r d i m m i g r a n t s a n d s u p p o r t f o r i m m i g r a t i o n f r o m f o r m e r
c o m m u n i s t c o u n t r i e s ; O r t h o d o x i n v o l v e m e n t i n t h e p r o - l i f e m o v e m e n t ;
c r i t i c i s m o f f e m i n i s t i n fl u e n c e i n O r t h o d o x y ; a n d a n e x a m i n a t i o n o f j u s t
w a r p h i l o s o p h y i n t h e E a s t e r n t r a d i t i o n , e s p e c i a l l y a s i t r e l a t e s t o t h e
g u l f w a r. A s u b s c r i p t i o n t o A m e r i c a n O r t h o d o x y c a n b e o b t a i n e d w i t h a $ 2 5
c o n t r i b u t i o n . W r i t e t o : O r t h o d o x S t u d i e s P r o j e c t , E t h i c s a n d P u b l i c
P o l i c y C e n t e r, 1 0 1 5 F i f t e e n t h S t . , N W, # 9 0 0 , Wa s h i n g t o n , D C 2 0 0 0 5 )
* M o s t p e r i o d i c a l s d e a l i n g w i t h n e w r e l i g i o u s m o v e m e n t s ( N R M ) o r " c u l t s "
h a v e u s u a l l y c o m e f r o m a n a n t i - c u l t i s t o r e v a n g e l i c a l p o s i t i o n , b u t t h e

s r e c e n t p u b l i c a t i o n o f t h e j o u r n a l S v z v e v p r o v i d e s a n e x c e p t i o n t o t h a t
r u l e . T h e q u a r t e r l y j o u r n a l , s p o n s o r e d b y N R M s p e c i a l i s t G o r d o n M e l t o n ' s
I n s t i t u t e f o r t h e S t u d y o f A m e r i c a n R e l i g i o n a n d I t a l y ' s C e n t e r f o r
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Studies on New Rel ig ions, focuses on the " t rad i t ional " new re l ig ious
m o v e m e n t s , s u c h a s t h e U n i fi c a t i o n C h u r c h , a s w e l l a s c o m m u n a l g r o u p s ,
such movements as the New Age , occu l t i sm, and UFO and Iden t i t y (wh i te
supremac is t ) g roups . The fi rs t i ssue (Win te r ) fea tu res an a r t i c le by
G o r d o n M e l t o n o n t h e g r e a t e r r e c e p t i v i t y t o w a r d N R M * s i n E u r o p e t h a n i n
t h e U . S . ; t h e U t o p i a n v i s i o n o f t h e D a n i s h c o m m u n e , C h r i s t i a n i a ; a n d t h e
U F O c o n t a c t e e p h e n o m e n o n . A s u b s c r i p t i o n c o s t s $ 3 0 a n d i s a v a i l a b l e f r o m :
C e n t e r f o r A c a d e m i c P u b l i c a t i o n , S t a n f o r d U n i v e r s i t y B r a n c h , B o x 5 0 9 7 ,
S t a n f o r d , C A 9 4 3 0 9 - 5 0 9 7 .

* For those wanting more in-depth treatment of the Euthanasia debate in
the rel igious community than found in the January RW article, we
r e c o m m e n d t h e s p e c i a l r e p o r t e n t i t l e d . A c t i v e E u t h a n a s i a . R e l i g i o n a n d
t h e P u b l i c D e b a t e p u b l i s h e d b y t h e P a r k R i d g e C e n t e r f o r t h e S t u d y o f
Faith, Health and Medicine. The book-length report examines euthanasia in
h i s t o r i c a l p e r s p e c t i v e , a n d t h e n l o o k s a t h o w a w i d e d i v e r s i t y o f
A m e r i c a n a n d w o r l d r e l i g i o n s v i e w t h e i s s u e , a s w e l l a s h o w s u c h v i e w s
re la te to cu r ren t pub l i c po l i cy. A tho rough b ib l i og raphy i s a l so p rov ided
i n t h e b a c k p a g e s . T h e r e p o r t c o s t s $ 1 0 a n d i s a v a i l a b l e f r o m t h e P a r k
Ridge Center, 676 N. St. Clair, St. , Suite 450, Chicago, XL 60611.

1 ) B r i a n Wr e n i s i n t h e f o r e f r o n t o f e f f o r t s t o r e w r i t e C h r i s t i a n l i t u r g y
a n d h y m n s t o i n c l u d e f e m i n i n e a n d o t h e r n o n - t r a d i t i o n a l r e f e r e n c e s t o
God. Liturgy and hymn books that include such "gender inclusiveness" in
r e f e r e n c e s t o G o d a r e i n c r e a s i n g l y c o m i n g t o t h e m a r k e t a n d a r e b e i n g m e t
with protest and some praise from Cathol ic and mainl ine Protestant church
members. Wren, an Oxford—educated poet now based in Rome, Pa. , is the
a u t h o r o f m a n y o f t h e s e h y m n s . O n e o f h i s b e s t - k n o w n i s B r i n g M a n y
Names," which invokes "strong Mother God," "warm Father God," "old,
aching God," and "young growing God." Wren travels the country giving
s e m i n a r s i n w h i c h h e e n c o u r a g e s p e o p l e t o b r a i n s t o r m i m a g e s o f G o d . A t
a r e c e n t S a n F r a n c i s c o g a t h e r i n g , m i n i s t e r s a n d c h u r c h m u s i c i a n s c a m e u p
wi th a lengthy l is t o f new names—— "Beaut i fu l Movement , Stra ight-
ta lk ing Lover, " "Daredevi l Gambler"— that he incorporated in to a hymn.
Says Wren: "The fact that Jesus called God Father doesn't mean he was
teaching us to use that name for t ime and eternity. . . the biblical
t r a d i t i o n i s t h a t G o d c a n n o t b e c o n t a i n e d i n h u m a n l a n g u a g e . " ( S o u r c e :
W a l l S t r e e t J o u r n a l , A p r i l 2 7 )

2) The growth of "megachurches" (large, multi-purpose congregations)
a r o u n d t h e U . S . h a s l e d t o t h e f o r m a t i o n o f a n e w a l l i a n c e o f t h e s e
congregations called Churches United in Global Mission (CUGM). The
organizat ion was launched by te levangel is t Robert Schul ler and al ready
h a s a m e m b e r s h i p o f 8 0 m e g a c h u r c h e s ( w h i c h a r e l a r g e , m u l t i - p u r p o s e
congrega t ions ) wh ich se t ou t to "share pos i t i ve ly " the Chr i s t ian
message... and [to address] the needs of humanity and our environment.
Schul ler says that mainl ine denominat ions are a "spent resource" and that
t h e N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l o f C h u r c h e s a n d t h e N a t i o n a l A s s o c i a t i o n o f
Evangel ica ls have " fa i led" in the i r ecumenica l miss ions. "The most
c r e a t i v e a n d e f f e c t i v e t h i n g s [ i n m i n i s t r y ] a r e h a p p e n i n g o n t h e l o c a l
l e v e l t h r o u g h i n s p i r e d l e a d e r s , " S c h u l l e r a d d s . C U G M m e m b e r s a g r e e t o
a v o i d p u b l i c d e b a t e o n t h e o l o g i c a l a n d p o l i t i c a l l e a d e r s . T h e
organizat ion is open to a l l Protestants , Catho l ics and Eastern Or thodox
c h u r c h e s , a l t h o u g h n o C a t h o l i c o r O r t h o d o x p a r i s h e s h a v e j o i n e d y e t .
S c h u l l e r ' s t e l e v i s i o n p r o g r a m , " H o u r o f P o w e r , " . e n c o u r a g e s n e w C h r i s t i a n s
t o a t t e n d a c h u r c h t h a t i s a f fi l i a t e d w i t h t h e n e w n e t w o r k . ( S o u r c e ! T w i n
C i t i e s C h r i s t i a n , A p r i l 2 )
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