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PEROT, CLINTON AND RELIGION- HOW MUCH OF A FACTOR?
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a b o u t h o w C l i n t o n ' s a n d P e r o t ' s

p o l i t i c s , a s w e l l a s a b o u t t h e
s g r o u p , h a v e b e e n u n d e r r e p o r t e d
i n g t h i s s e a s o n o f c a m p a i g n

Thus far, no one besides Perot himself really knows just where he stands
on many 1992 religious and moral issues. Perot is already persona non
g r a t a t o s o m e c o n s e r v a t i v e s f o r h i s p r o - c h o i c e s t a n d , b e i n g d i r e c t l y

Criticized for it by Donald Wildmon of the American Family Associaton,
accord ing to the Nat ional & In ternat ional Rel ig ion Repor t (June 15) . But
some evangelical leaders are hoping that just as Ronald Reagan created a
s o l i d b l o c o f b o r n a g a i n v o t e r s , P e r o t m i g h t b e a b l e t o a t t r a c t s i m i l a r
support. There has been some approval of his statements that he would not
appo in t homosexua ls o r "adu l te re rs " to h igh- leve l pos i t ions . [However,
Pero t has s ince showed a change o f m ind regard ing homosexua l appo in tmen ts
to the Cabinet]. The evangelical Christianity Today (June 22) reports that
w h e n a s k e d w h e t h e r h e f a v o r e d a w o m a n ' s r i g h t t o a n a b o r t i o n , P e r o t
a n s w e r e d " . . . t h a t ' s t r u e , b u t I m e a n — I j u s t c a n ' t s a y t h a t . . . I f

^ feverybody wi l l be respons ib le fo r h is and her ac ts , [abor t ion ] w i l l be a
t i n y , l i t t l e p r o b l e m i n o u r s o c i e t y . "

P e r o t ' s a m b i g u i t y o n a b o r t i o n ( h e d i d n o t s t r o n g l y o p p o s e t h e r e c e n t
r e s t r i c t i o n s m a d e O n a b o r t i o n i n P e n n s y l v a n i a ) a n d h i s s t r o n g e m p h a s i s o n
p e r s o n a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y a n d " m o r a l v a l u e s " f o r l o w e r i n g t h e a b o r t i o n r a t e
m a y w e l l h o l d a n a p p e a l t o s o m e e v a n g e l i c a l C h r i s t i a n s a n d o t h e r s t a k i n g
a m i d d l e g r o u n d p o s i t i o n o n a b o r t i o n . T h e s a m e i s s u e o f C h r i s t i a n i t v
Today magaz ine a l so p rov ides some more i n fo rma t i on on Pe ro t and h i s
congregat ion, the Highland Park Presbyter ian Church in Dal las. The
church's pastor is B. Clayton Bel l , execut ive chairman of the board of
d i r e c t o r s o f C h r i s t i a n i t y To d a y, w h o c a l l s P e r o t a " v e r y g o o d c h u r c h
member and a good f r i end . " As a member o f th r evange l i ca l 6 ,500-member
congregat ion, Perot has taken vows that inc lude " fa i th in Jesus Chr is t as
S a v i o r a n d L o r d a n d a w i l l i n g n e s s t o l i v e b y t h e d i s c i p l i n e s o f t h e

^^cripture and the church." In one of his in-depth reports on the
r e s i d e n t i a l c a n d i d a t e s i n t h e N e w Y o r k R e v i e w o f B o o k s ( J u n e 2 5 ) , G a r r y
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w i l l s fi n d s t h a t P e r o t ' s r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f s o f t e n c o m p e t e w i t h s e c u l a r
i d e o l o g i e s . P e r o t , w h o w a s r a i s e d M e t h o d i s t , o f t e n h a n d s o u t c o p i e s o f a
f a v o r i t e b o o k , " T h e L e s s o n s o f H i s t o r y , " b y W i l l a n d A r i e l D u r a n t , w h i c h
e s p o u s e s a " q u a i n t o l d S o c i a l D a r w i n i s m u n c h a n g e d f r o m t h e 1 8 9 0 s . " W i l l s
a d d s t h a t t h e D u r a n t e s h o w " u n r e l e n t i n g h o s t i l i t y t o r e l i g i o n , " c a l l i n g
i t a " s e c o n d a r y c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f t h e f e m a l e . " P e r o t m a y s e c o n d t h a t
v i e w ; i n d e s c r i b i n g h i s r e l i g i o u s b a c k g r o u n d h e s a y s h e w e n t t o c h u r c h
" l i k e e v e r y b o d y e l s e [ i n Te x a r k a n a ] - - a n d s o m e o f i t m u s t h a v e r u b b e d
o f f , e v e n o n t h e b o y s . "

B i l l C l i n t o n h a s b e e n m o r e c a n d i d a b o u t h i s f a i t h t h a n P e r o t , b u t i t a l s o
h a s n o t b e e n t o o c l e a r h o w - - o r w h e t h e i t h e S o u t h e r n B a p t i s t D e m o c r a t i c
c a n d i d a t e ' s b e l i e f s h a v e i n fl u e n c e d h i s p o l i t i c a l l i f e . B u t i n a l e n g t h y
a r t i c l e i n t h e W a s h i n g t o n P o s t ( J u n e 2 9 ) , i t i s r e p o r t e d t h a t m a n y o f
C l i n t o n ' s " c o n t r a d i c t i o n s , " s u c h a s h i s c o m p e t i n g l i b e r a l a n d
c o n s e r v a t i v e i m p u l s e s , c a n b e " b e t t e r u n d e r s t o o d i n t h e c o n t e x t o f [ h i s ]
l i f e l o n g r e l i g i o u s a n d s p i r i t u a l j o u r n e y . " T h r o u g h o u t h i s c a r e e r , C l i n t o n
h a s s o u g h t r e l i g i o u s g u i d a n c e f o r h i s p o l i t i c a l d e c i s i o n s . " T h e p u b l i c
p o s i t i o n s h e n o w h o I d s ~ ^ n a b o r t i o n ( h e f a v o r s a b o r t i o n r i g h t s ) a n d
c a p i t a l p u n i s h m e n t ( h e s u p p o r t s i t ) w e r e f o r m e d a f t e r c o n s u l t a t i o n s w i t h
a m i n i s t e r w h o i n s t r u c t e d h i m d i r e c t l y f r o m S c r i p t u r e , t e l l i n g h i m i t
p r o h i b i t e d n e i t h e r a n d t h a t h e s h o u l d m a k e h i s o w n j u d g e m e n t , " r e p o r t s
D a v i d M a r a n i s s . C l i n t o n i s a l s o t h e m o s t e c u m e n i c a l o f t h e c a n d i d a t e s ,
g i v i n g t h e a p p e a r a n c e o f s t r a d d l i n g t h e l i n e b e t w e e n m a i n l i n e a n d
e v a n g e l i c a l , a n d P r o t e s t a n t a n d C a t h o l i c : " N o t o n l y i s h e a g r a d u a t e o f a
J e s u i t c o l l e g e w h o r e g u l a r l y a t t e n d s a S o u t h e r n B a p t i s t c h u r c h a n d
a t t e n d s P e n t e c o s t a l r e v i v a l s e v e r y s u m m e r , c e l e b r a t i n g w i t h
f u n d a m e n t a l i s t s w h o s p e a k i n t o n g u e s , b u t h e i s m a r r i e d t o a M e t h o d i s t
w h o a t t e n d s a d i f f e r e n t c h u r c h i n L i t t l e R o c k . " A b o u t t h e P e n t e c o s t a l s ,
C l i n t o n s a y s , " M y t i e w i t h t h e P e n t e c o s t a l s i s e m o t i o n a l . I l o v e t h o s e
p e o p l e b e c a u s e t h e y l i v e b y w h a t t h e y s a y . " I n a r e c e n t i n t e r v i e w w i t h
j o u r n a l i s t B i l l M o y e r s , C l i n t o n s a y s t h a t a s f a r a s h i s o w n b e l i e f s a r e
c o n c e r n e d , h e c o n s i d e r s h i m s e l f p a r t o f t h e m i n o r i t y m o d e r a t e c a m p i n
t h e n o w f u n d a m e n t a l i s t - d o m i n a t e d S o u t h e r n B a p t i s t C o n v e n t i o n . ( N a t i o n a l &
I n t e r n a t i o n a l R e l i g i o n R e p o r t , P. O . B o x 2 1 4 3 3 , R o a n o k e , V A 2 4 0 1 8 ;
C h r i s t i a n i t y To d a y , 4 6 5 G u n d e r s e n D r . , C a r o l S t r e a m , I L 6 0 1 8 7 ; N e w Y o r k
R e v i e w o f B o o k s , 2 5 0 W . 5 7 t h S t . , N e w Y o r k , N Y 1 0 1 0 7 ) — E r l i n g J o r s t a d
c o n t r i b u t e d t o t h i s r e p o r t

PARISH STUDY GROUPS ON SOCIAL ISSUES INCREASING FOR U.S. CATHOLICS
Church study groups that serve as open forums on a wide range of^^ae+aT"'^
issues are increasingly forming within American Cathol ic ^sa^H-ilTes^
a c c o r d i n g t o t h e L o n g I s l a n d C a t h o l i c n e w s p a p e r ( J u n e 1 7 ) . T h e g r o w i n g
s m a l l g r o u p m o v e m e n t i n A m e r i c a n C a t h o l i c i s m , w h i c h g a t h e r s t o g e t h e r
p a r i s h i o n e r s f o r p r a y e r , t e a c h i n g , a n d w o r s h i p , i s b e i n g a d a p t e d " f o r u s e
i n t a l k i n g a b o u t f a i t h a n d p o l i t i c s , " r e p o r t s t h e C a t h o l i c N e w s S e r v i c e -
b a s e d a r t i c l e . I n t h e p a s t t h r e e y e a r s , t h e s e " s t u d y c i r c l e s " h a v e s o f a r
fl o u r i s h e d i n a d o z e n d i o c e s e s a n d h a s b e e n r e c e i v e d e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y b y
p a r i s h i o n e r s . T h e s t u d y g r o u p s f o c u s o n c u r r e n t i s s u e s i n t h e a t t e m p t t o
t r a n s l a t e C a t h o l i c s o c i a l t e a c h i n g s f r o m t h e o r y i n t o p r a c t i c e . " I n
C h i c a g o , f o r i n s t a n c e , t h e i s s u e m i g h t b e r a c i s m . I n H a r t f o r d , C o n n . , a n d
C i n c i n n a t i , t h e s u b j e c t i s a f f o r d a b l e h o u s i n g . E l s e w h e r e , d i s c u s s i o n s a r e
g o i n g o n a b o u t ^ t h e r i g h t t o d i e ' a n d A m e r i c a ' s r o l e i n t h e w o r l d , "
a c c o r d i n g t o t h e a r t i c l e . T h e s t u d y c i r c l e s , w h i c h s t a r t e d i n
I n d i a n a p o l i s a n d M a d i s o n , W i s . , w o r k w i t h a U . S . C a t h o l i c B i s h o p s p r o g r a m
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called the National Issues Forum in the Catholic Community. The materials
the circles distribute use only passages from the Bible and quotations
from the writings of popes and bishops. This method attempts to prevent
a n y c r i t i c i sm t h a t t h e ma te r i a l s a re s l a n te d e i t h e r t o t h e l i b e ra l o r

^ conservative camps of church thinking. (Long Island Catholic, 115
Greenwich St . , Hempstead, NY 11551)

AMERICAN MUSLIM-JEWISH ALLIANCE FORMING?
American Musl ims are increasingly forming stronger bonds with the Jewish
community, especially as they find themselves with new problems as a
minority religion, according to the Washington Post (June 13). "Indiscussion groups, academic exchanges, and, increasingly, as partners in
ad-hoc coal i t ions, Musl ims and Jews throughout the United States are
fi n d i n g t h a t , d e s p i t e t h e c o n fl i c t t h a t d i v i d e s t h e i r c o u s i n s i n t h e
Middle East, they have quite a bit to say to each other, on issues as
weighty as the future of Jerusalem and as mundane as New York's arcane
parking rules" during religious holy days, writes Jeffrey Goldberg. While
U .S . Mus l ims a re i nc reas ing l y j o i n i ng i n te r f a i t h p ro jec t s and a l l i ances
on social and theological issues, such cooperation has largely been with
Christians [see March 91 and May 92 issues of RW]. But now Rabbi James
Rudin of the American Jewish Committee reports that "Interact ion between
Jews and Muslims is greater now than it has ever been." Many Jewish
leaders say they see American Muslims as potential allies in their fight
for religious pluralism in an overwhelmingly Christian country; they also
recognize that Musl im Americans wi l l soon outnumber the country 's six
m i 1 1 i o n J e w s .

For the Muslim community, "dialogue with the Jews provides a look at how
^ an established religious minority succeeded in the American melting potwi thout mel t ing too much. " Says Un ivers i ty o f Vi rg in ia pro fessor

Abdulaziz Sachedina, "We are both in a cultural war to save our values
and our traditions, and the success of the Jewish community in this is
constantly cited as a role model by Muslims." Much of the cooperation
focuses less on theolog ica l debate than on "nuts-and-bol ts issues that
affect both communities," Goldberg reports. Recently, for instance, a
k o s h e r c e r t i fi c a t i o n o r g a n i z a t i o n a n d t h e I s l a m i c F o o d a n d N u t r i t i o n
C o u n c i l b a n d e d t o g e t h e r w i t h a g r o u p o f S e v e n t h D a y A d v e n t i s t s t o
p e r s u a d e U . S . s t e e l m a k e r s t o s t o p u s i n g a n i m a l - b a s e d l u b r i c a n t s i n d r u m s
to s to re food because the lubr ican ts v io la ted the d ie ta ry laws o f a l l
three religions. "Muslims are new to this way of dealing with industry,"
says one Mus l im nu t r i t i on o ffic ia l . "Where rabb is wou ld say, 'Hey, th is
i s n ' t k o s h e r , p l e a s e m a k e i t k o s h e r f o r t h e c o n s u m e r s o u t t h e r e . ' T h e
M u s l i m a p p r o a c h w a s , ' W e l l , I j u s t w o n ' t e a t i t . ' "

LUBAVICH HASIDIM'S MESSIANIC FERVOR OBSCURING THEOLOGY?
T h e r e c e n t m e d i a p u b l i c i t y g e n e r a t e d b y t h e L u b a v i t c h H a s i d i c b r a n c h o f
J u d a i s m h a s m a i n l y f o c u s e d o n i t s f o l l o w e r s ' m e s s i a n i c f e r v o r
rega rd i ng i t s l eade r Menachem Schnee rson . Wh i l e Schnee rson has no t
e x p l i c i t l y c l a i m e d h e i s t h e m e s s i a h , h i s f o l l o w e r s a r e c o n v i n c e d t h e
90-year -o1d Brook lyn-based rabb i w i l l p lay such a ro le , espec ia l ly s ince
he has recently been preaching about the "end t imes" (pointing to such

— s i g n s a s t h e g u l f w a r ) . B u t a s S c h n e e r s o n a g g r e s s i v e l y s e e k s t o i n f l u e n c e
J e w s ( H a s i d i c a n d n o n - H a s i d i c ) a r o u n d t h e w o r l d w i t h h i s m i l l e n i a l
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t e a c h i n g s , s o m e a r e r a i s i n g t h e a l a r m a b o u t t h e r a b b i a n d h i s m o v e m e n t ' s
m o r e c o n t r o v e r s i a l a n d u n p u b l i c i z e d d o c t r i n e s . T h e N e w R e p u b l i c m a g a z i n e
( M a y 4 ) r e p o r t s t h a t t h e L u b a v i t c h e r H a s i d i m s t a n d o u t f r o m o t h e r J e w i s h
g r o u p s i n t h e i r a d h e r e n c e t o a " r a c i a l v i e w o f J e w i s h c h o s e n n e s s . "
L u b a v i t c h e r w r i t i n g s c h a r a c t e r i z e g e n t i l e s a s b e i n g i n h e r e n t l y e v i l , a n d
s p i r i t u a l l y a n d b i o l o g i c a l l y i n f e r i o r t o J e w s . S u c h v i e w s a r e b e i n g m a d e
" d e l i b e r a t e l y o b s c u r e " t o d a y b e c a u s e t h e L u b a v i t c h e r s a r e n o w e n g a g e d i n
a " m i s s i o n t o t h e g e n t i l e s , " w h e r e n o n - J e w s a r e e n c o u r a g e d t o f o l l o w t h e
s e v e n c o m m a n d m e n t s i s s u e d b y G o d t o N o a h ( s u c h a s a g a i n s t m u r d e r a n d
i d o l a t r y ) . " I n p r e p a r i n g f o r r e d e m p t i o n , [ S c h n e e r s o n ] a r g u e s , i t i s
e s s e n t i a l t h a t A m e r i c a n s o c i e t y b e c o m e s m o r e r e l i g i o u s , a n d t h a t i t s
c i t i z e n s , J e w s a n d n o n - J e w s , a c q u i r e a m o r e h e i g h t e n e d a w a r e n e s s o f G o d ' s
p r e s e n c e , " w r i t e s A l l a n N a d l e r .

CURRENT RESEARCH: new findings on religious behavior and attitudes
* S o m e o b s e r v e r s h a v e c l a i m e d t h a t t h e N e w A g e m o v e m e n t a n d o t h e r
a l t e r n a t i v e r e l i g i o u s p a t h s m a y n o t h a v e m u c h s t a y i n g p o w e r b e c a u s e f e w
d u r a b l e i n s t i t u t i o n s h a v e b e e n b u i l t t o t r a n s m i t t h e s e f a i t h s . B u t a
r e c e n t s u r v e y s u g g e s t s t h a t m o s t N e w A g e r s a r e a t l e a s t m a k i n g a n a t t e m p t
t o t r a n s m i t t h e i r s p i r i t u a l i t y t o t h e i r c h i l d r e n . T h e r e a d e r s u r v e y i n
the New Age Journal (July-August) shows that the respondents have adopted
a w i d e v a r i e t y o f r e l i g i o u s i d e n t i t i e s - - f r o m N e o p a g a n t o n o n -
d e n o m i n a t i o n a l C h r i s t i a n ; 2 5 p e r c e n t a r e c o n n e c t e d w i t h a c h u r c h . B u t
t h e y a r e s e e k i n g t o i n c u l c a t e t h e i r e c l e c t i c a n d n o n - i n s t i t u t i o n a l f a i t h s
in the i r homes: 66 percent say they are prov id ing the i r ch i ldren wi th
re l ig ious t ra in ing, and "most o f those who aren ' t say they are prov id ing
a n a l t e r n a t i v e , " s u c h a s " s p i r i t u a l t r a i n i n g " o r " s p i r i t u a l a w a r e n e s s " o f
the earth and other New Age themes. Almost all of the respondents (92
percent ) say they ta lk wi th the i r k ids about God, creat ion, death, and
other spir i tual matters. Of the 84 percent who claim they have had
u n u s u a l s p i r i t u a l e x p e r i e n c e s , 7 9 p e r c e n t s a y t h e y t a l k t o t h e i r c h i l d r e n
about them. Seventy two percent of the parent respondents say their
c h i l d r e n p r a y, a n d s a y i n g g r a c e b e f o r e m e a l s w a s f o u n d t o b e t h e m o s t
popu lar fami ly r i tua l . But on ly 70 percent o f respondents say the i r k ids
show an in terest in sp i r i tua l i ty. (New Age Journal , 342 Western Ave. ,
B r i g h t o n , M A 0 2 1 3 5 )

♦The next generat ion of American Cathol ics are l ikely to be unconcerned
with many church teachings, cont inuing the t rend of Cathol ics tak ing a
h igh ly se lec t i ve approach to the i r fa i th , accord ing to a recent s tudy by
sociologist Patrick McNamara. The study, entitled. Conscience First. ^^
Tradit ion Second: A Studv of Young Catholics in America (State Unjver^gTty
of New York Press, Albany, $14.95) , is a longi tudinal examinat ion ranging
over 14 years of an affluent Southwestern Cathol ic h igh school ( th is is
n o t e w o r t h y b e c a u s e i t i n c l u d e s a c r i t i c a l m a s s o f H i s p a n i c s - - t h e m o s t
rapidly growing segment of the American population and projected to be
the largest group of Cathol ics by early next century). McNamara found
t h a t y o u n g C a t h o l i c s s t i l l i d e n t i f y w i t h t h e i r f a i t h w h i l e d i s s e n t i n g o n
sexual moral i ty, par ish involvement and such doctr ines as papal
in fa l l i b i l i t y. A summary o f McNamara 's find ings in the Natona l Ca tho l i c
R e p o r t e r ( J u n e 1 9 ) n o t e s t h a t w h i l e t h e s t u d e n t s w e r e l i b e r a l o n s e x u a l
issues, they more unexpectedly showed a "distaste and opposit ion to
a b o r t i o n f o r m o s t r e a s o n s , i n c l u d i n g a d e f o r m e d f e t u s . " W h i l e i n v o l v e m e n t
in church life was found to be far less than that of a generation ago,
M c N a m a r a d o e s s h o w a " r e b o u n d e f f e c t " f o r C a t h o l i c d r o p o u t s w h o o f t e n
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b e g i n t o r e t u r n t o c h u r c h a s t h e y a p p r o a c h t h e a g e o f 3 0 . ( N a t i o n a l
C a t h o l i c R e p o r t e r, P. O . B o x 4 1 9 2 8 1 , K a n s a s C i t y, M O 6 4 1 4 1 )

* A recent study of mainl ine Protestants confirms what has long been
s u s p e c t e d : t h e s e c h u r c h e s a r e a t t r a c t i n g f e w p e o p l e f r o m t h e 3 3 t o 4 2 a g e
g r o u p , a s w e l l a s h a v i n g a h i g h l e v e l o f d r o p o u t s . T h e N a t i o n a l &
I n t e r n a t i o n a l R e l i g i o n R e p o r t ( J u n e 1 5 ) c i t e s t h e s t u d y, f u n d e d b y t h e
Li l ly Foundat ion, as showing that 48 percent of Presbyter ians surveyed
h a d e i t h e r d r o p p e d o u t o f c h u r c h i n v o l v e m e n t a l t o g e t h e r o r a t t e n d e d
c h u r c h l e s s t h a n fi v e t i m e s a y e a r . O n l y 2 9 p e r c e n t r e m a i n e d a c t i v e
P r e s b y t e r i a n s , w h i l e 1 0 p e r c e n t j o i n e d o t h e r m a i n l i n e g r o u p s a n d 1 3
p e r c e n t j o i n e d o t h e r c h u r c h e s . A l t h o u g h t h e s t u d y o n l y s u r v e y e d
Presby te r i ans , au tho rs Ben ton Johnson , Dean Hoge , and Dona ld Lu idens say
t h e y b e l i e v e t h e r e s u l t s c o u l d a p p l y t o o t h e r m a i n l i n e b o d i e s s u c h a s t h e
U n i t e d C h u r c h o f C h r i s t , t h e E p i s c o p a l C h u r c h , a n d t h e U n i t e d M e t h o d i s t
C h u r c h . R e s e a r c h e r J o h n M u l d e r o f L o u i s v i l l e P r e s b y t e r i a n S e m i n a r y s a y s
the s tudy sugges ts tha t "There has to be a renewed emphas is abou t why
t h e r e h a s t o b e a c h u r c h a t a l l . "

* A l m o s t o n e - q u a r t e r o f A m e r i c a n s h a v e c h a n g e d t h e i r r e l i g i o u s
a f fi l i a t i o n a t l e a s t o n c e f r o m t h e f a i t h i n w h i c h t h e y w e r e r a i s e d ,
a c c o r d i n g t o a r e c e n t s u r v e y b y t h e G a l l u p - r e l a t e d P r i n c e t o n R e l i g i o n
R e s e a r c h C e n t e r . T h e s u r v e y , c i t e d i n t h e c e n t e r ' s n e w s l e t t e r E m e r g i n g
T r e n d s ( M a y ) , f o u n d t h a t " s w i t c h i n g " t o P r o t e s t a n t i s m i s n i n e t i m e s m o r e
c o m m o n t h a n c o n v e r t i n g t o C a t h o l i c i s m ( 8 1 p e r c e n t a n d n i n e p e r c e n t
r e s p e c t i v e l y ) . A m o n g t h o s e d e n o m i n a t i o n s l o s i n g a s u b s t a n t i a l n u m b e r o f
m e m b e r s i n c h a n g i n g d e n o m i n a t i o n s a r e t h e B a p t i s t s ( 1 9 p e r c e n t ) .
C a t h o l i c s ( 1 8 p e r c e n t ) , M e t h o d i s t s ( 11 p e r c e n t ) a n d P r e s b y t e r i a n s ( s i x
p e r c e n t ) . A m o n g t h e r e a s o n s g i v e n f o r s w i t c h i n g , 2 4 p e r c e n t c i t e d i n t e r
m a r r i a g e , 1 4 p e r c e n t c i t e d a p r e f e r e n c e f o r t h e t e a c h i n g s o f a n o t h e r
c h u r c h , a n d 11 p e r c e n t c i t e d r e l o c a t i o n t o a n e w c o m m u n i t y. ( E m e r g i n g
T r e n d s , 4 7 H u l fi s h S t . , S u i t e 2 1 5 , P . O . B o x 3 8 9 , P r i n c e t o n , N J 0 8 5 4 2 )

CATHOLICISM LESS ACTIVIST, MORE DIVERSE IN A DIVIDED CANADA
W h i l e C a n a d i a n C a t h o l i c s a r e s t i l l a l i b e r a l f o r c e i n w o r l d C a t h o l i c i s m ,
r e c e n t d e v e l o p m e n t s s u g g e s t s t h a t t h e c h u r c h - - n o w t h e l a r g e s t
d e n o m i n a t i o n i n C a n a d a - - i s a s d i v i d e d a s t h e r e s t o f t h e n a t i o n i n i t s
s e a r c h f o r i d e n t i t y , a c c o r d i n g t o t h e N a t i o n a l C a t h o l i c R e p o r t e r ( J u n e
5 ) . I n a s e v e n - p a g e r e p o r t , i t i s n o t e d t h a t t h e Va t i c a n h a s s e e n t h e
C a n a d i a n b i s h o p s a s a " m a v e r i c k h i e r a r c h y, " f o r i t s s u p p o r t o f s u c h
l i b e r a l m e a s u r e s a s o r d a i n i n g w o m e n t o t h e p r i e s t h o o d a n d m a r r i e d
p r i e s t s , b u t n o w " t h e b i s h o p s ' v o i c e i s t o n e d d o w n . . . " T h i s c h a n g e i s d u e
t o a c o n s e r v a t i v e p r e s s u r e f r o m t h e V a t i c a n a n d o t h e r g r o u p s , t h e
b i s h o p s ' g r e a t e r a t t e n t i o n t o r e g i o n a l i s s u e s a n d m o r e d i v e r s i t y
t h r o u g h o u t t h e c h u r c h . F o r i n s t a n c e . B i s h o p R e m i D e R o o i n V i c t o r i a ,
B . C . , r u n s p e r h a p s t h e m o s t l i b e r a l d i o c e s e i n N o r t h A m e r i c a , r e c e n t l y
c h a n g i n g t h e d i o c e s a n s t r u c t u r e t o m a k e p a r i s h e s a l m o s t i n d e p e n d e n t o f
c e n t r a l c o n t r o l . M e a n w h i l e , i n T o r o n t o , A r c h b i s h o p A l o y s i u s A m b r o z i c ' s
h a s i m p l i m e n t e d c o n s e r v a t i v e p o l i c i e s t h a t s t a r t e d a l i b e r a l m o v e m e n t
k n o w n a s t h e C a n a d i a n C o a l i t i o n o f C o n c e r n e d C a l l t o A c t i o n . Y e t t h e
b i s h o p s c o n f e r e n c e i s s t i l l " s t r o n g e r i n i t s u n i t y r i g h t n o w t h a n a n y
o t h e r C a n a d i a n i n s t i t u t i o n , " w r i t e s D a w n G i b e a u . T h i s w a s s e e n d u r i n g t h e
d o z e n s o f r e c e n t s e x u a l a b u s e c a s e s o f m i n o r s b y p r i e s t s w h i c h w e r e
p u b l i c i z e d i n t h e m e d i a . T h e C a n a d i a n b i s h o p s h a v e b e e n a m o n g t h e m o s t
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f o r t h r i g h t o f a n y c h u r c h l e a d e r s i n d e a l i n g w i t h t h i s i s s u e , c a l l i n g f o r
r e s i g n a t i o n s a s w e l l a s p r e v e n t a t i v e e d u c a t i o n p r o g r a m s .

A l t h o u g h c h u r c h l e a d e r s r e m a i n o n a l i b e r a l a c t i v i s t c o u r s e - - r e c e n t 1 y
m a k i n g " p u b l i c a p o l o g i e s " t o n a t i v e s f o r r a c i s m - - s o c i o l o g i s t K e n i s e
K i l b r i d e s a y s t h a t a s l o n g a s C a n a d a c o n t i n u e s t o w e l c o m e i m m i g r a n t s f r o m
s u c h t r a d i t i o n a l C a t h o l i c c o u n t r i e s a s t h e P h i l i p p i n e s , " t h e r e w i l l b e
l a r g e c l u s t e r s o f t r a d i t i o n a l C a t h o l i c s . " S h e a d d s t h a t y o u n g p e o p l e a r e
i n c r e a s i n g l y l e a v i n g t h e c h u r c h a n d n o t n e c e s s a r i l y r e t u r n i n g w h e n t h e y
h a v e c h i l d r e n . S u c h s e c u l a r i s m i s e s p e c i a l l y s t r o n g i n Q u e b e c - - o n c e
k n o w n a s t h e C a t h o l i c " h e a r t l a n d . " G i b e a u w r i t e s t h a t n o w, " f o r t h e m o s t
p a r t . C a t h o l i c s d o n o t i d e n t i f y t h e m s e l v e s a s C a t h o l i c s . Q u e b e c h a s
b e c o m e s u c h a s e c u l a r s o c i e t y t h a t w h e n b i s h o p s s p e a k o u t , a s t w o y e a r s
a g o w h e n t h e y s u b m i t t e d a b r i e f t o a p o l i t i c a l c o m m i s s i o n c o n s i d e r i n g t h e
f u t u r e o f Q u e b e c , t h e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s m e d i a i g n o r e d t h e m . " I n M o n t r e a l ,
o n l y 1 0 p e r c e n t o f F r e n c h C a t h o l i c s a t t e n d M a s s , a l t h o u g h a b o u t 3 5
p e r c e n t o f E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g C a t h o l i c s d o ( t h e s i t u a t i o n i s b e t t e r i n
r u r a l Q u e b e c ) . Ye t a m a j o r i t y w a n t a C a t h o l i c e d u c a t i o n f o r t h e i r
c h i l d r e n a n d a c h u r c h w e d d i n g . S o c i o l o g i s t J e a n - G u y Va i l l e n c o u r t s a y s
"Cathol ic ism remair fs at the level of va lues," as ev idenced in f requent
r e f e r e n c e s t o l i b e r a l a s p e c t s o f C a t h o l i c i s m o n F r e n c h C a n a d i a n r a d i o .
The Quebec church has also gained strong involvement from the laity and a
g r o w i n g n u m b e r o f s o c i a l m i n i s t r i e s . " E v e n i f w e h a v e f e w e r p e o p l e
p r a c t i c i n g o n S u n d a y, w e h a v e a l o t m o r e p e r s o n s i n v o l v e d i n t h e c h u r c h , "
t h a n y e a r s a g o , s a y s o n e b i s h o p .

A POST-GULAG THEOLOGY BEING FORGED?
A s w i t h o t h e r t h e o l o g i e s e m e r g i n g f r o m s p e c i fi c s o c i a l o r h i s t o r i c a l
s i tua t ions , such as the l ibera t ion theo log ies and the Jewish wr i t ings on
the Holocaust, there appears to be a "post-Gulag" theology developing
among Christians in Eastern Europe and the former Soviet Union, according
t o t h e B r i t i s h C a t h o l i c m a g a z i n e T h e Ta b l e t ( M a y 3 0 ) . S p e c i fi c i n c i d e n t s
o f g r e a t h u m a n s u f f e r i n g h a v e s o m e t i m e s l e d t h e o l o g i a n s t o r e t h i n k
t r a d i t i o n a l t h e o l o g i c a l a s s u m p t i o n s , t h e m o s t w e l l k n o w n e x a m p l e b e i n g
t h e a t t e m p t s a m o n g J e w i s h t h i n k e r s t o w r i t e a " t h e o l o g y a f t e r A u s c h w i t z . "
N o w, t h e o l o g i a n s a r e a t t e m p t i n g t o " c o m b i n e t h e E a s t e r n e x p e r i e n c e o f
h u m a n t r a g e d y d u r i n g t h e C o m m u n i s t e r a w i t h t h e W e s t e r n t r a d i t i o n o f
r a t i o n a l t h o u g h t , " w r i t e s Z b i g n i e w N o s o w s k i , r e l i g i o n e d i t o r o f a P o l i s h
magazine. This theology is being forged in the Eastern European (mainly
C a t h o l i c ) t h e o l o g i c a l c o n f e r e n c e s w h i c h h a v e e x p l o r e d s u c h t h e m e s a s : a
" theology of agape," ( in the words of Pol ish theolog ian Jozef Zver ina) ,
w h i c h e m p h a s i z e s c o n q u e r i n g e v i l w i t h g o o d , a n d l o v e a s t h e o n l y
C h r i s t i a n r e s p o n s e t o e v e r y e v i l .

T h e l a i t y w i l l a l s o fi n d a h i g h p l a c e i n t h i s n e w t h e o l o g y , " b e c a u s e o f
the role they played under communism. Where priests were outlawed, it was
t h e g r a n d p a r e n t s a n d p a r e n t s w h o e n s u r e d t h a t t h e f a i t h s u r v i v e d .
F a m i l i e s w e r e t r u e ^ h o u s e c h u r c h e s . ' " F o r i n s t a n c e , l i f e u n d e r g r o u n d g a v e
U k r a i n i a n C a t h o l i c s a n " o p p o r t u n i t y t o d e e p e n t h e i r c o m m u n i t a r i a n
understandng of the Church. Everybody had a share of responsibi l i ty for
t h e l i t u r g y, " a c c o r d i n g t o U k r a i n i a n p r i e s t F a t h e r P e t r o M y r o n B e n d y k .
E c u m e n i s m w i l l b e a n o t h e r e l e m e n t o f t h e n e w t h e o l o g y ; " I n t e r c o n f e s s i o n a l
c o m p e t i t i o n w o u l d t o d a y b e a b e t r a y a l o f t h e s h a r e d s u f f e r i n g o f f o r m e r
times." Nosowski adds that the "Communist period has also taught the
C h u r c h t h a t w h i l e f a i t h d e m a n d s e x p r e s s i o n i n t h e p u b l i c s p h e r e , t h e
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C h u r c h s h o u l d n o t b e a l i g n e d w i t h a n y p o l i t i c a l p a r t y , i t h a s a l s o s h o w n
t h a t t h e l e s s p o w e r f u l t h e C h u r c h i s , t h e m o r e p o w e r i t h a s . T h e C h u r c h
w a s m o r e e f f e c t i v e i n i n fl u e n c i n g t h e l i f e o f s o c i e t y w h e n i t w o r k e d f r o m
be low, th rough poor and humble means , than now, when some pre fe r to
i m p o s e C h r i s t i a n i z a t i o n f r o m a b o v e t h r o u g h p o w e r . " ( T h e Ta b l e t , 4 8 G r e a t
P e t e r S t . , L o n d o n , S I V T P 2 H B E N G L A N D )

SWISS CHURCH TAX DROPOUTS BRINGING DOWN STATE CHURCHES?
S w i t z e r l a n d a n d G e r m a n y a r e e x p e r i e n c i n g a w a v e o f p e o p l e l e a v i n g t h e
c h u r c h e s b y r e f u s i n g t o p a y o p t i o n a l c h u r c h t a x e s - - a d e v e l o p m e n t w h i c h
m a y b e p a v i n g t h e w a y t o w a r d t h e d i s e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f s t a t e c h u r c h e s ,
a c c o r d i n g t o t h e R e l i g i o n & S o c i e t v R e p o r t ( J u n e ) , a n e w s l e t t e r o f t h e
c o n s e r v a t i v e R o c k f o r d I n s t i t u t e . T h e g o v e r n m e n t s o f G e r m a n y a n d
S w i t z e r l a n d h a v e t r a d i t i o n a l l y c o l l e c t e d c h u r c h t a x e s a l o n g w i t h i n c o m e
t a x e s t o s u p p o r t t h e P r o t e s t a n t a n d C a t h o l i c c h u r c h e s . F o c u s i n g o n
S w i t z e r l a n d , t h e n e w s l e t t e r a d d s , " B e c a u s e t h e c h u r c h t a x h a s b e e n s m a l l ,
a n d b e c a u s e u n t i l r e c e n t l y f e w S w i s s w a n t e d t o h e c o n s i d e r e d a s h a v i n g n o
r e l i g i o n , n o t m a n y p e o p l e h a v e s o f a r m a d e u s e o f t h i s r i g h t [ n o t t o p a y
t h e t a x ] . " N o w , h o w e v e r , i n s u c h S w i s s c a n t o n s a s t h e c u l t u r a l a n d
fi n a n c i a l c e n t e r o f B a s e l , w h i c h h a s b e e n t r a d i t i o n a l l y R e f o r m e d [ o r
C a l v i n i s t ] , t h e r e f u s a l s t o p a y t h e t a x a n d t h u s d e p a r t f r o m t h e c h u r c h e s
" h a v e b e c o m e s o n u m e r o u s t h a t t h e e x i s t e n c e o f t h e s t a t e - r e l a t e d c h u r c h
i s b e c o m i n g p r e c a r i o u s . . . P a r i s h e s a r e l o s i n g c l e r g y , o r f o r c e d t o m e r g e
w i t h o n e a n o t h e r i n o r d e r t o r e d u c e e x p e n s e s . " O b s e r v e r s s u c h a s P a s t o r
W i l l i S a r t o r i u s , p r e s i d e n t o f t h e E u r o p e a n E v a n g e l i c a l A l l i a n c e , p r e d i c t s
t h a t b y t h e y e a r 2 0 0 0 , i f n o t s o o n e r , t h e o f fi c i a l R e f o r m e d C h u r c h w i l l
b e r e d u c e d t o t h e s t a t u s o f a " f r e e c h u r c h " w i t h n o s t a t e s u p p o r t .

" I n a s m u c h a s t h e R e f o r m e d p a r i s h e s h a v e a h u g e i n v e n t o r y i n h i s t o r i c
b u i l d i n g s , w h i c h a r e c o s t l y t o m a i n t a i n a n d a r e s e l d o m v e r y f u l l y u s e d ,
i t i s d o u b t f u l t h a t t h e m e a g e r n u m b e r s w h o a t t e n d r e g u l a r l y c o u l d a s s u m e
t h e c o s t o f m a i n t e n a n c e o n c e s t a t e s u p p o r t i s w i t h d r a w n . " T h e n e w s l e t t e r
s a y s t h a t R e f o r m e d c o n s e r v a t i v e s c i t e l i b e r a l i n fl u e n c e ( t h e B a s e l
c h u r c h e s a r e l a r g e l y l i b e r a l i n o u t l o o k ) f o r t h e m e m b e r s h i p d e c l i n e .
W h i l e t h e S w i s s C a t h o l i c C h u r c h h a s n o t y e t f e l t s i m i l a r m e m b e r s h i p
d i s e n c h a n t m e n t t h r o u g h w i t h h o l d i n g c h u r c h t a x e s . C a t h o l i c s a r e a l s o
i n a p r o t e s t i n g m o o d . I n t h i s c a s e , h o w e v e r , i t i s t h e m o r e l i b e r a l
C a t h o l i c s p r o t e s t i n g a g a i n s t t h e r e c e n t i n s t a l l m e n t o f c o n s e r v a t i v e
B i s h o p W o l f g a n g H a a s o f t h e d i o c e s e o f C h u r ( c o m p r i s i n g t h e c i t y o f
Z u r i c h ) . C a t h o l i c s h a v e u n s u c c e s s f u l l y a p p e a l e d t o t h e V a t i c a n t o r e m o v e
H a a s , a n d i n o n e c i t y , t h e m a j o r i t y o f p a r e n t s r e f u s e d t o h a v e t h e i r
c h i l d r e n c o n fi r m e d u n d e r t h e b i s h o p . T h e n e w s l e t t e r c o n c l u d e s t h a t " A s
l o n g a s R o m e i s d e p e n d e n t i n S w i t z e r l a n d o n c h u r c h t a x e s , t h e C a t h o l i c s
c a n n o t a f f o r d t o i g n o r e t h e t h r e a t t h a t a g i t a t i o n s u c h a s t h a t a g a i n s t
B i s h o p H a a s p o s e s . . . A n d t h e e x a m p l e o f t h e P r o t e s t a n t s a p p e a r s t o s h o w
t h a t m o r e l i b e r a l a t t i t u d e s , f a r f r o m b e i n g a c u r e , m a y m a k e t h e
s i t u a t i o n e v e n w o r s e . I t s e e m s t o b e a n o - w i n s i t u a t i o n f o r t h e c h u r c h e s
t o t r y t o r e m a i n u n d e r t h e s h e l t e r i n g t a x s t r u c t u r e o f t h e s t a t e . "
( R e l i g i o n & S o c i e t y R e p o r t , R o c k f o r d I n s t i t u t e , 9 3 4 M a i n S t . , R o c k f o r d ,
I L 6 1 1 0 3 )

INCREASING REPRESSION SENDING EGYPT'S COPTS TO THE WEST
I n t h e f a c e o f i n c r e a s i n g h a r a s s m e n t a n d v i o l e n c e f r o m m i l i t a n t M u s l i m s ,
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Egypt's Coptic Christians may be the next ancient Christian minority
group to emigrate from the Middle East, reports the N.ationa 1—Catho 1 ic
Register (May 17). Tensions between Muslims and Coptic Christians have
long been present in Egypt, but the most recent "religious war" broke out
last summer when vigilante groups of armed Muslim fundamentalists
disrupted the Feast of the Virgin Mary in Cairo, harassing Christians and
vandalizing their shops. A month later, churches and apartment houses of
C h r i s t i a n s w e r e b u r n e d d o w n . W h i l e t h i n g s h a v e c a l m e d d o w n i n C a i r o ,
"petty harassments" against Christians continue, such as Muslims refusing
to buy goods in Christian stores, reports Lisa Pevtzow. Part of the
r e a s o n f o r t h i s v i o l e n c e i s t h a t M u s l i m s f e e l r e s e n t m e n t a g a i n s t
Chr ist ians who are of ten weal thy, according to some Copt ics interv iewed.
A t t he same t ime , t he gove rnmen t o f P res iden t Hosn i Muba rak has
increasingly clamped down on fundamentalist groups, giving them more
s y m p a t h y e v e n a m o n g m o d e r a t e s .

I n t h e s o u t h o f p g y n f n o y ^ r t y a n d s e c t a r i a n v i o l e n c e a r e w o r s e , t h e
E g y p t i a n O r g a n i z a t i o n f o r H u m a n R i g h t s r e c e n t l y r e v e a l e d t h a t M u s l i m
f u n d a m e n t a l i s t s h a v e a t t a c k e d C h r i s t i a n s a n d l o o t e d a n d b u r n e d c h u r c h e s
a n d t h e i r i n s t i t u t i o n s a n d b u s i n e s s e s a f t e r r u m o r s w e r e s p r e a d t h a t l o c a l
C h r i s t i a n s w e r e r u n n i n g a p r o s t i t u t i o n r i n g o f M u s l i m w o m e n . T h e
c o n t i n u i n g h a r a s s m e n t i s l e a d i n g m a n y C o p t i c C h r i s t i a n s t o h o p e f o r
e m i g r a t i o n t o t h e U . S . , C a n a d a a n d A u s t r a l i a - - a c o u r s e o f a c t i o n t h a t
f e l l o w C h r i s t i a n s i n i s 1 a m i c - i n f 1 u e n c e d c o u n t r i e s a s L e b a n o n , T u r k e y ,
I raq and pa r t s o f I s rae l a re i nc reas ing ly fo l l ow ing [ see Apr i l 88 and

O c t o b e r ' 9 0 i s s u e s o f R W ] . B a h a y E l - D i n , d i r e c t o r o f t h e E g y p t i a n
O r g a n i z a t i o n f o r H u m a n R i g h t s , s a y s t h e f u n d a m e n t a l i s t s a r e t r y i n g t o
r e c r e a t e t h e c o n d i t i o n s o f t h e p e r i o d f o l l o w i n g t h e I s l a m i c i n v a s i o n i n
t h e s e v e n t h c e n t u r y, w h e n C h r i s t i a n s a n d J e w s c o n v e r t e d o r p a i d l a r g e
fi n e s . S o m e I s l a m i c g r o u p s a r e e v e n n o w t r e a t i n g C h r i s t i a n s a s s e o n d -
c l a s s c i t i z e n s , f o r c i n g t h e m t o p a y c o m m i s s i o n s w h e n t h e y s e l l a n y t h i n g
a n d l e v y t a x e s o n t h e m w h e n t h e y g e t m a r r i e d o r w a n t t o h o l d r e l i g i o u s
f e a s t s . ( N a t i o n a l C a t h o l i c R e g i s t e r , 1 2 7 0 0 Ve n t u r a B l v d . , S u i t e 2 0 0 ,
S t u d i o C i t y , O A 9 1 6 0 4 )

Religion Watch
P. O . B o x 6 5 2

North Bellmore, N.Y. 11710

• > - ' A
P Jl!! 15 -<1997 y

In.c'de This Issue:
•Looking for Perot's and Clinton's Religion
• Passing on the New Age; Post-Gulag Theology

lltiinliliniiliilJlxlinillliliMiiililiiniiiil



F I K D m G S & F O O T N O T E S
— A Bi-Monthly Supplement of Religion Watch —

PRESS NOTES July/August 1992
* A s p e c i a l i s s u e o f t h e j o u r n a l B l a c k S a c r e d M u s i c ( S p r i n g )
p r e s e n t s a n l o o k a t t h e r e l a t i o n b e t w e e n r e l i g i o n a n d v a r i o u s f o r m s o f
p o p u l a r m u s i c . T h e 3 1 0 - p a g e i s s u e ( w i t h a n i n d e x i n c l u d e d ) f e a t u r e s
a r t i c l e s o n a w i d e d i v e r s i t y o f s u b j e c t s i n c l u d i n g : t h e b l u e s a s a
s e c u l a r r e l i g i o n ; r e l i g i o u s p e r s p e c t i v e s o n D u k e E l l i n g t o n ; t h e N e w A g e
" e a r t h j a z z " o f P a u l W i n t e r ; s p i r i t u a l t h e m e s i n s u c h S o u l g r o u p s a s T h e
Te m p t a t i o n s ; C a t h o l i c i m a g e r y i n t h e m u s i c o f B r u c e S p r i n g s t e e n a n d
M a d o n n a ( s o c i o l o g i s t A n d r e w G r e e l e y w r i t e s t h a t S p r i n g s t e e n ' s " Tu n n e l o f
L o v e " a l b u m " m a y b e a m o r e i m p o r t a n t C a t h o l i c e v e n t i n t h i s c o u n t r y t h a n
t h e v i s i t o f P o p e J o h n P a u l I I " ) ; A n e x a m i n a t i o n o f t h e " p r o p h e t i c "
d i m e n s i o n s o f T r a c y C h a p m a n ' s m u s i c ; a n d s e v e r a l a r t i c l e s o n R a p a n d
r e l i g i o n . O n t h e l a s t t o p i c , t h e o l o g i a n C o r n e l W e s t w r i t e s t h a t R a p h a s a
" r i t u a l i s t i c f u n c t i o n : m u s i c f o r c a t h a r t i c r e l e a s e a t t h e b l a c k r i t u a l s
o f p a r t i e s a n d d a n c e s , " a n d t h a t t h e m u s i c a l s o " r e c u p e r a t e s a n d r e v i s e s
e l e m e n t s o f b l a c k r h e t o r i c a l s t y l e s — s o m e f r o m o u r p r e a c h i n g . . . " T h i s
i s s u e s c o s t s $ 1 0 a n d i s a v a i l a b l e f r o m : B l a c k S a c r e d M u s i c , D u k e
U n i v e r s i t y P r e s s , B o x 6 6 9 7 , C o l l e g e S t a t i o n , D u r h a m , N C 2 7 7 0 8 .

* T h e J u n e 1 7 i s s u e o f t h e C h r i s t i a n C e n t u r y p r o v i d e s a h e l p f u l o v e r v i e w
o f t h e p o l i t i c s a n d p e r s o n a l i t i e s o f E a s t e r n O r t h o d o x y i n t h e U . S . .
W r i t e r A n t h o n y U g o l n i k s u r v e y s t h e t e n s i o n s b e t w e e n t h e d i f f e r e n t
O r t h o d o x c h u r c h b o d i e s , f o c u s i n g o n t h e c o n fl i c t i n g v i s i o n s o f O r t h o d o x
i n f l u e n c e a n d u n i t y o f t h e t w o m o s t p o w e r f u l O r t h o d o x b o d i e s — t h e
( R u s s i a n ) O r t h o d o x C h u r c h i n A m e r i c a a n d t h e G r e e k O r t h o d o x A r c h d i o c e s e .
T h e s e v e n - p a g e a r t i c l e a l s o p a y s a g o o d d e a l o f a t t e n t i o n t o t h e c h a n g i n g
r e l a t i o n s b e t w e e n A m e r i c a n O r t h o d o x y a n d t h e O r t h o d o x g r o u p s i n E a s t e r n
E u r o p e , R u s s i a a n d U k r a i n e . T h e m a g a z i n e i s a v a i l a b l e i n m o s t l i b r a r i e s ,
o r w r i t e : T h e C h r i s t i a n C e n t u r y , 4 0 7 S . D e a r b o r n S t . , C h i c a g o , I L 6 0 6 0 5 .

* T h e l a s t i s s u e o f F I N D I N G S & F O O T N O T E S m e n t i o n e d t h e r a r i t y o f

p e r i o d i c a l s p r o v i d i n g a b a l a n c e d , m o r e - o r - l e s s u n b i a s e d v i e w o f n e w
r e l i g i o u s m o v e m e n t s . We s h o u l d h a v e m e n t i o n e d a n o t h e r p u b l i c a t i o n t h a t
s e r v e s t h i s p u r p o s e . R e l i g i o n T o d a y . T h e B r i t i s h j o u r n a l r e p o r t s o n a i l
c o n t e m p o r a r y r e l i g i o n , b u t s e e m s t o s p e c i a l i z e i n t h e n e w e r m o v e m e n t s ,
e s p e c i a l l y N e o p a g a n i s m , E a s t e r n r e l i g i o n s i n t h e W e s t , a n d t h e o c c u l t .
R e l i g i o n To d a y i s p u b l i s h e d t h r e e t i m e s a y e a r a t a c o s t o f 6 , a n d i s
a v a i l a b l e f r o m K i n g ' s C o l l e g e L o n d o n , C e n t r e f o r N e w R e l i g i o u s M o v e m e n t s ,
S t r a n d , L o n d o n W C 2 R 2 L S E n g l a n d .

* I n t h e n e w b o o k . R a c i n g To w a r d 2 0 0 0 1 ( Z o n d e r v a n , $ 1 7 . 9 5 ) , R u s s e l l
C h a n d l e r , o n e o f A m e r i c a ' s m o s t d i s t i n g u i s h e d r e l i g i o n r e p o r t e r s ,
o u t l i n e s i n p r e c i s e , c o n v i n c i n g t e r m s j u s t h o w s e r i o u s l y t h e v a r i o u s
s o c i a l c r i s e s a r e a f f e c t i n g t h e C h r i s t i a n i n fl u e n c e i n A m e r i c a . N o w
r e t i r e d f r o m y e a r s o f w r i t i n g f o r t h e L o s A n g e l e s T i m e s , C h a n d l e r u s e s
h i s c o p i o u s r e s e a r c h t o s u g g e s t t h e c h u r c h e s m a y i n d e e d h a v e a v e r y b l e a k
f u t u r e d u e t o a c o n t i n u e d d e c l i n e i n r e v e n u e , l a c k o f a c l e a r p u r p o s e i n
l i g h t o f s u c h p e n d i n g c a t a s t r o p h i e s a s u p h e a v a l s i n f a m i l y l i f e , h e a l t h
c a r e , r a c i a l a n d g e n d e r c o n fl i c t , t h e e c o l o g i c a l c r i s e s , t h e i n c r e a s e i n
p o p u l a t i o n , a n d t h e g e n e r a l a p a t h y o f m i l l i o n s w h o a r e a t b e s t h a n g e r s o n
o r d r o p o u t s . S o t o o , c h u r c h e s f a c e u p h i l l b a t t l e s a g a i n s t t h e n o -



s a c r i fi c e k i n d s o f s e l f - h e l p p r o g r a m s a n d N e w A g e c u r r e n t s w h i c h c o n t i n u e
t o t h r i v e . B y w a y o f p o s i t i v e r e s p o n s e . C h a n d l e r p r o fi l e s s e v e r a l
c o n g r e g a t i o n s , s u c h a s t h e e v a n g e l i c a l W i l l o w C r e e d C o m m u n i t y C h u r c h i n
C h i c a g o a n d t h e m a i n l i n e A l l S a i n t s C h u r c h i n L o s A n g e l e s , t h a t h a v e
v i t a l , g r o w i n g m i n i s t r i e s . H e a l s o c a l l s o n c h u r c h e s t o m a k e b e t t e r u s e
o f t h e e x p e r t i s e o f o l d e r m e m b e r s f o r t e a c h i n g , c o m m u n i t y o u t r e a c h , a n d
p u b l i c p o l i c y a d v o c a c y . — B y E r l i n g J o r s t a d , c o n t r i b u i n g e d i t o r t o R W

ON/FI t i l l * A S u r v e y o f G r o u p s , M o v e m e n t s a n d P e o p l e I m p a c t i n g R e l i g i o n

1 ) T h e S p i r i t u a l i t y a n d S o c i a l W o r k N e t w o r k r e p r e s e n t s a n e w a t t e m p t t o
b r i n g a r e l i g i o u s o r s p i r i t u a l d i m e n s i o n i n t o s o c i a l w o r k . W h i l e A m e r i c a n
s o c i a l w o r k s p r a n g f r o m r e l i g i o u s r o o t s w h e n f o u n d e r J a n e A d d a r o s b e g a n
h e r c h a r i t y w o r k w i t h i m m i g r a n t s i n t h e 1 8 0 0 s , t h e p r o f e s s i o n s o o n
d r o p p e d t h i s c o n c e r n o v e r f e a r t h a t w o r k e r s w o u l d t r y a n d c o n v e r t c l i e n t s
r a t h e r t h a n h e l p t h e m . T h e 2 0 0 - m e m b e r s o c i e t y , f o u n d e d b y E d C a n d a , a
p r o f e s s o r a t t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f K a n s a s , s e e k s t o " r e s t o r e t h e s u b j e c t o f
s p i r i t u a l i t y t o i t s r i g h t f u l p l a c e " i n s o c i a l w o r k e d u c a t i o n , r e s e a r c h
a n d p r a c t i c e . C a n d a s a y s , " P a s t s p i r i t u a l p e r s p e c t i v e s t e n d e d t o b e
m o r a l i z i n g . T o d a y s p i r i t u a l p e r s p e c t i v e s a r e a f fi r m i n g . " T h e n e t w o r k ' s
j o u r n a l , p u b l i s h e d t w i c e a y e a r s i n c e 1 9 9 0 , e x p l o r e s w a y s o f b r i n g i n g a
d i v e r s i t y o f r e l i g i o u s p e r s p e c t i v e s — f r o m C h r i s t i a n t o Z e n B u d d h i s t - - t o
t h e s o c i a l w o r k e r ' s c l i e n t e l e . F o r m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n , w r i t e : S p i r i t u a l i t y
a n d S o c i a l W o r k N e t w o r k , S c h o o l o f S o c i a l W e l f a r e , U n i v e r s i t y o f K a n s a s ,
L a w r e n c e , K S 6 6 0 4 5 . P h o n e N u m b e r : ( 9 1 3 ) 8 6 4 - 4 7 2 0 ( S o u r c e : C o m m o n
B o u n d a r y , M a y / J u n e )

2 ) S p i n d r i f t i s a n o r g a n i z a t i o n a t t e m p t i n g t o s c i e n t i fi c a l l y p r o v e t h e
b e n e fi t s o f p r a y e r a n d s p i r i t u a l h e a l i n g . T h e o r g a n i z a t i o n m a d e u p o f
s c i e n t i s t s h a s c o n d u c t e d a b a t t e r y o f l a b o r a t o r y t e s t s w h i c h a r e s a i d t o
h a v e s h o w n t h a t t h e r e i s a " h i g h e r o r d e r o f t h o u g h t " i n t h e u n i v e r s e . T h e
g r o u p s h o w s s o m e s i m i l a r i t i e s t o C h r i s t i a n S c i e n c e , a s i t s e m p h a s i s i s
o n " s p i r i t u a l h e a l i n g " ( d e fi n e d a s n o n - g o a l d i r e c t e d t h o u g h t ) o v e r f a i t h
h e a l i n g ( d e fi n e d a s h u m a n w i l l p o w e r o r " g o a l d i r e c t e d " t h o u g h t ) i n t h e
v i e w t h a t t h e f o r m e r i s " i n a l i g n m e n t w i t h t h e o r d e r i n g p a t t e r n o r
s p i r i t u a l l a w s o f t h e u n i v e r s e . " B u t S p i n d r i f t c l a i m s t o h a v e n o
d e n o m i n a t i o n a l o u t l o o k a n d s a y s t h a t i t s r e s e a r c h c a n b e u s e d w i t h
d i f f e r i n g c o n c e p t s o f p r a y e r . T h e e v e n t u a l p u r p o s e o f s u c h r e s e a r c h i s t o
h e l p " d e s t r o y t h e p r e s e n t m a t e r i a l i s t i c o u t l o o k o f m o d e r n s c i e n c e . . . I t i s
l i k e l y t h a t t h e o l d o u t l o o k w i l l b e r e p l a c e d w i t h a m o r e s p i r i t u a l l y
d i r e c t e d o n e a n d t h a t t h e c o u r s e o f o u r m e d i c a l s y s t e m s w i l l b e
r e d i r e c t e d . . . N e w a p p r o a c h e s w i l l b e t a k e n t o w a r d s o l v i n g t h o s e p r o b l e m s
a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e . . . s c i e n t i fi c , b u s i n e s s , a g r i c u l t u r a l , e n v i r o n m e n t a l
a n d h i g h t e c h n o l o g i c a l w o r l d s . " F o r m o r e i n f o : S p i n d r i f t , P . O . B o x 5 1 3 4 ,
S a l e m , O R 9 7 3 0 4 - 5 1 3 4 ( S o u r c e : S p i n d r i f t b r o c h u r e )

3 ) A s i t s n a m e i m p l i e s , t h e M i l l e n i u m W a t c h I n s t i t u t e s p e c i a l i z e s i n
k e e p i n g t r a c k o f a p o c a l y p t i c a n d m i l l e n i a l g r o u p s a n d m o v e m e n t s a t t h e
c l o s e o f t h e 2 0 t h c e n t u r y . T h e i n s t i t u t e , d i r e c t e d b y T e d D a n i e l s , c o v e r s
w i d e t e r r i t o r y - - f r o m t h e A m e r i c a n . M u s l i m M i s s i o n a n d t h e A r y a n N a t i o n t o
P a t R o b e r t s o n ' s C h r i s t i a n B r o a d c a s t i n g N e t w o r k a n d t h e c o u n t e r c u l t u a l a n d
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