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CATHOLICISM INCREASINGLY AT ODDS WITH AMERICAN CULTURE?

A m e r i c a n C a t h o l i c s o p i n i o n m a k e r s a p p e a r t o b e i n c r e a s i n g l y m a k i n g t h e
o b s e r v a t i o n t h a t C a t h o l i c i s m m o v i n g f r o m a m a i n s t r e a m t o a m o r e
c o u n t e r c u l t u r a l s t a n c e i n U . S . c u l t u r e , e s p e c i a l l y d u r i n g t h e C l i n t o n
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . A c o v e r s t o r y h e a d l i n e d " W e A r e T h e C o u n t e r c u 1 t u r e " i n
t h e c o n s e r v a t i v e C a t h o l i c m a g a z i n e C r i s i s ( D e c e m b e r ) p r o v i d e s a
n o t e w o r t h y i l l u s t r a t i o n o f t h e s h i f t i n a t t i t u d e s a b o u t C a t h o l i c i s m ' s
p l a c e i n A m e r i c a n s o c i e t y . W h e r e a s t h e m a g a z i n e w a s i n t h e f o r e f r o n t o f
e n c o u r a g i n g C a t h o l i c i s m ' s p u b l i c r o l e d u r i n g t h e R e a g a n a n d B u s h
a d m i n s t r a t i o n s , t h e m o o d t o d a y i s m o r e s o m b e r . I n a n a r t i c l e s h a r p l y
c r i t i c i z i n g t h e l i b e r a l e f f e c t s o f V a t i c a n I I o n A m e r i c a n C a t h o l i c i s m ,
n e o c o n s e r v a t i v e C a t h o l i c l e a d e r M i c h a e l N o v a k s t a t e s t h a t " W e l i v e i n a
v e r y r o t t e n i n t e l l e c t u a l c u l t u r e , a t a v e r y r o t t e n t i m e i n h i s t o r y . A t
s u c h a t i m e , t o b e a C a t h o l i c i n A m e r i c a i s t o b e a t o d d s w i t h i t , a n d
p e r h a p s e v e n t o b e g i n t o d o u b t t h e l e g i t i m a c y o f t h e r e g i m e . "

N o v a k e m p h a s i z e s r e t u r n i n g t o c l a s s i c a l C a t h o l i c t h e o l o g y , p a p a l
a u t h o r i t y , a n d r e b u i l d i n g a s e n s e o f c o m m u n i t y a m o n g w a r r i n g f a c t i o n s i n
t h e c h u r c h , r a t h e r t h a n p r o v i d i n g a s o c i a l e t h i c o r p u b l i c r o l e f o r
C a t h o l i c i s m . S u c h a v i e w o f g r o w i n g c o n fl i c t b e t w e e n c h u r c h a n d s o c i e t y
i s n o t t o o s u r p r i s i n g f o r c o n s e r v a t i v e C a t h o l i c s , w h o h a v e l o s t a g o o d
d e a l o f p o l i t i c a l c l o u t w i t h t h e C l i n t o n p r e s i d e n c y , a n d h a v e o f t e n
v i e w e d t h e m s e l v e s a s a s u b c u l t u r e i n l i b e r a l A m e r i c a n C a t h o l i c i s m . B u t a n
e d i t o r i a l i n t h e l i b e r a l N a t i o n a l C a t h o l i c R e p o r t e r ( J a n u a r y 8 ) c a r r i e s
s i m i l a r s e n t i m e n t s . T h e n e w s p a p e r n o t e s t h a t C a t h o l i c l e a d e r s h i p " d u r i n g
t h e l a s t h a l f c e n t u r y h a s b e e n i n s t e p w i t h s u c c e s s i v e U . S . g o v e r n m e n t
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s . U n t i l n o w . " S u c h l i n k s b e t w e e n p o l i t i c a l l e a d e r s h i p a n d
c h u r c h l e a d e r s h i p h a v e r a n g e d f r o m t h e l i b e r a l s J o h n F . K e n n e d y a n d P o p e
J o h n X X I I I t o c o n s e r v a t i v e s R o n a l d R e a g a n , G e o r g e B u s h , a n d c u r r e n t P o p e
J o h n P a u 1 I I .

T h e e d i t o r i a l c o n t i n u e s , " O n l y n o w , i n J a n u a r y 1 9 9 3 , f o r t h e fi r s t t i m e
i n n e a r l y fi v e d e c a d e s , d o e s a R o m e / W a s h i n g t o n l e a d e r s h i p d i v e r g e n c e
a p p e a r i m m i n e n t . R o m e r e m a i n s o n i t s r i g h t i s t c o u r s e w h i l e W a s h i n g t o n
a p p e a r s r e a d y t o m o v e t o t h e l e f t - - h o w f a r a n d f o r h o w l o n g r e m a i n s t o
b e s e e n . . . . t h e p s y c h i c / s p i r i t u a l s t r a i n m a n y C a t h o l i c s h a v e f e l t i n
r e c e n t y e a r s i s o n l y l i k e l y t o i n c r e a s e a s t h e y f e e l t o r n b e t w e e n t h e i r
U . S . a n d R o m a n C a t h o l i c i m p u l s e s . C h u r c h d r i f t m a y b e f u r t h e r
e x a c e r b a t e d . . . m a n y U . S . C a t h o l i c s w i l l fi n d t h e m s e l v e s i n a n i n c r e a s i n g l y
g r e a t e r b i n d , c a u g h t b e t w e e n t h e i r d e m o c r a t i c i n s t i n c t s a n d fi d e l i t y t o
t h e i r C a t h o l i c r o o t s . " [ T h e r e n e w e d c o n fl i c t b e t w e e n C a t h o l i c a n d
A m e r i c a n i d e n t i t i e s a p p e a r s t o b e p a r t o f a t r e n d t o w a r d m o r e c o n c e r n

Religion Watch is published monthly except once during July and August. Richard P. Cimino; Editor/Publisher.
ErIIng Jorstad; Contributing Editor. A subscription in the U.S. is $19.95 per year. $25 for libraries. Write for
foreign rates. Mailing address: P.O. Box 652, North Bellmore, NY 11710 (ISSN 0886 2141)



w i t h b u i l d i n g i n t e r n a l c o m m u n i t y l i f e r a t h e r t h a n b e l o n g i n g t o a n d
c h a n g i n g m a i n s t r e a m s o c i e t y . A m e r i c a n J e w s h a v e a l s o r e c e n t l y b e e n
q u e s t i o n i n g w h e t h e r a s s i m i l a t i o n i s t h e b e s t m o d e l t o t a k e i n A m e r i c a n
s o c i e t y , s i n c e t h i s p r o c e s s h a s w e a k e n e d g r o u p i d e n t i t y ; s e e N o v e m b e r
R W . ] ( C r i s i s , P . O . B o x 1 0 0 6 , N o t r e D a m e , I N 4 6 5 5 6 ; N a t i o n a l C a t h o l i c
R e p o r t e r , P. O . B o x 4 1 9 2 8 1 )

RIGHT-WING PURGE ANOTHER STEP TO MAINSTREAM MORMON ISM?
I n D e c e m b e r t h e r e w a s r e p o r t e d t o b e a m a j o r p u r g e i n t h e M o r m o n c h u r c h
o f m e m b e r s w h o h a v e e n g a g e d i n a c t i v i t i e s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e r i g h t a n d
f a r r i g h t . I n s o m e r e s p e c t s , t h e a c t i o n c a u g h t M o r m o n - w a t c h e r s b y
s u r p r i s e ; i n r e c e n t y e a r s i t h a s b e e n l i b e r a l M o r m o n s w h o h a v e f e l t t h e
m o s t h e a t f r o m c h u r c h o f fi c i a l s . B u t o b s e r v e r s a p p e a r t o a g r e e t h a t t h e
p u r g e s h o w s t h e g r o w i n g c o n c e r n o f c h u r c h l e a d e r s t h a t M o r m o n i s m i s s e e n
a s a m a i n s t r e a m r e l i g i o n r a t h e r t h a n a m a r g i n a l s e c t .

T h ^ _ P i j r g e i n v o l j v i n g K u n d c e d s o f M o r m o n s L i s s a i d t o b e t h e l a r g e s t i n -
M o r m o n h i s t o r y s i n c e t h e 1 8 5 0 s , w h e n t h o u s a n d s w e r e e x c o m m u n i c a t e d . A
n e w s r e p o r t c i t e d i n C h r i s t i a n N e w s ( D e c e m b e r 2 1 ) n o t e s t h a t t h e r e c e n t l y
e x c o m m u n i c a t e d M o r m o n s ( a s w e l l a s m a n y w h o h a v e b e e n t h r e a t e n e d w i t h
e x c o m m u n i c a t i o n ) a r e f r o m t h e M o r m o n h e a r t l a n d m a d e u p o f U t a h , N e v a d a ,
A r i z o n a , a n d I d a h o . C h u r c h o f fi c i a l s w i l l n o t g i v e a n y fi g u r e s o n h o w
m a n y w e r e e x c o m m u n i c a t e d , b u t o n e s p o k e s m a n a c k n o w l e d g e d t h a t t h e c h u r c h
h a s b e c o m e i n c r e a s i n g l y w o r r i e d a n d h a v e w a r n e d a g a i n s t t h e a c t i o n s o f
" s u p e r p a t r i o t s " a n d s u r v i v a l i s t s , s o m e o f w h o m h a v e r e s i g n e d f r o m t h e i r
j o b s a n d t a k e n t h e i r f a m i l i e s t o m o u n t a i n r e t r e a t s . A l s o a t i s s u e i s t h a t
u 1 t r a c o n s e r v a t i v e s h a v e c l a i m e d t h a t t h e y a r e f o l l o w i n g t h e t e a c h i n g s o f
9 3 - y e a r - o l d c h u r c h p r e s i d e n t E z r a Ta f t B e n s o n , w h o w a s i n v o l v e d i n s u c h
r i g h t - w i n g g r o u p s a s t h e J o h n B i r c h S o c i e t y [ T a f t i s a n i n v a l i d w h o i s
r u m o r e d t o b e s e n i l e ] . B u t c h u r c h o f fi c i a l s s a y B e n s o n ' s t e a c h i n g s a r e
b e i n g c i t e d o u t o f c o n t e x t . O t h e r a c t i v i t i e s t a r g e t e d i n t h e p u r g e w e r e
c l e a r l y a i m e d a t a r i g h t - w i n g s u b c u l t u r e a c t i v e i n t h e r e g i o n - - h o m e
s c h o o l i n g , t h e J o h n B i r c h S o c i e t y , a n d t h e p r e s i d e n t i a l c a n d i d a c y o f B o
G r i t z , a p o p u l i s t l e a d e r w h o h a s b e e n m a k i n g d o o m s d a y p r e d i c t i o n s ,
r e c e i v i n g m o r e t h a n 2 8 , 0 0 0 v o t e s i n U t a h d u r i n g t h e N o v e m b e r e l e c t i o n s .

A w i d e s p r e a d e x p l a n a t i o n f o r t h e p u r g e i s t h a t M o r m o n o f fi c i a l s a r e
t r y i n g t o m a k e M o r m o n i s m a m a i n s t r e a m r e l i g i o n . M o r m o n s o c i o l o g i s t 0 .
K e n d a l j W h i t ^ o f Wa s h i n g t o n a n d L e e U n i v e r s i t y t o l d R E L I G I O N WAT C H : " I t
r e fl e c t s M o r m o n i s m ' s p r e o c c u p a t i o n w i t h r e s p e c t a b i l i t y . T h e y a r e t r y i n g
to define Mormonism in the middle between right and 1 ef t .^^Chunch—'
o f fi c i a l s a r e r e a c t i n g a t t h e s a m e p o i n t t o c u r b b o t h t h e r i g h t a n d t h e
l e f t . " W h i t e s a y s t h a t t h e c h u r c h h a s b e e n w o r r i e d t h a t t h e a c t i v i t i e s o f
t h e r i g h t - w i n g s e g m e n t o f t h e c h u r c h m i g h t l e a d t o M o r m o n f u n d a m e n t a l i s m ,
a m o v e m e n t t h a t a l s o h a s b e e n e x c o m m u n i c a t e d f r o m t h e c h u r c h . W h i t e s a y s
t h a t i t i s m a i n l y a n " I n t e r - M o u n t a i n - W e s t p h e n o m e n o n , " a n d t h a t t h e h i g h
n u m b e r o f v o t e s t h a t B o G r i t z d r e w i n N o v e m b e r m a y h a v e b e e n a n i m p o r t a n t
f a c t o r i n m o v i n g t h e h i e r a c h y t o m a k e s u c h a c r a c k d o w n . T h e r e m a y a l s o b e
g r o w i n g c o n c e r n a b o u t t h e a p o c a l y p t i c b e l i e f s a n d t e a c h i n g s o f M o r m o n s
w i t h t h e c o m i n g o f t h e y e a r 2 0 0 0 . W h i t e a d d s t h a t M o r m o n o f fi c i a l s a r e
n o w d e fi n i n g t h e m s e l v e s a g a i n s t a n e a r l i e r v e r s i o n o f t h e c h u r c h , w h i c h ,
a s s h o w n b y B e n s o n ' s a c t i v i t i e s i n t h e 6 0 s , t i e d i t c l o s e l y t o t h e r i g h t -
w i n g , E d F i r m a g e , a p r o f e s s o r a t t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f U t a h L a w S c h o o l a n d
l o n g - t i m e o b s e r v e r o f M o r m o n i s m , s a y s i n a n i n t e r v i e w t h a t t h e p u r g e m a y _
r e p r e s e n t o n e m o r e s t e p i n t h e e x p a n s i o n o f M o r m o n i s m b e y o n d i t s c u l t u r a l
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r o o t s i n t h e A m e r i c a n W e s t a n d t h e u n i v e r s a l i z i n g o f a r e l i g i o n t h a t i s
a l r e a d y g r o w i n g t h e f a s t e s t i n t h e T h i r d W o r l d . ( C h r i s t i a n N e w s , R t . 1 ,
B o x 3 0 9 A , N e w H a v e n , M O 6 3 0 6 8 )

CURRENT RESEARCH! recent findings on religious attitudes and behavior
* T h e g a p b e t w e e n m a i n l i n e P r o t e s t a n t c h u r c h m e m b e r s a n d c h u r c h l e a d e r s
o n s o c i a l i s s u e s h a s n o t g e n e r a l l y b e e n i n e v i d e n c e i n t h e e v a n g e l i c a l
c o m m u n i t y , b u t t h a t m a y b e c h a n g i n g , a c c o r d i n g t o a r e c e n t s t u d y . T h e
study suggests "that some signiHcant differences are emerging between
t h e l e a d e r s o f e v a n g e l i c a l r e l i e f a n d d e v e l o p m e n t a g e n c i e s a n d t h e i r
d o n o r c o n s t i t u e n c i e s , " r e p o r t s A m y S h e r m a n i n F i r s t T h i n g s m a g a z i n e
( F e b r u a r y ) , T h e s u r v e y o f e v a n g e l i c a l s , c o n d u c t e d b y t h e C e n t e r f o r
S u r v e y R e s e a r c h a t t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f V i r g i n i a , f o u n d t h a t a c o n s i d e r a b l e
s e g m e n t ( 4 0 p e r c e n t ) o f e v a n g e l i c a l r e l i e f a n d d e v e l o p m e n t l e a d e r s
b e l i e v e t h a t t h e r e a s o n T h i r d W o r l d c o u n t r i e s a r e p o o r i s l a r g e l y b e c a u s e
o f e x p l o i t a t i o n b y r i c h F i r s t W o r l d c o u n t r i e s ( w h i c h i s k n o w n a s t h e
d e p e n d e n c y t h e o r y ) , a n d t h e y o f t e n b e l i e v e t h a t t h e " m a t e r i a l i s t i c ,
s e l fi s h l i f e s t y l e s o f A m e r i c a n C h r i s t i a n s c o n t r i b u t e " t o s u c h c o n d i t i o n s .
I n c o n t r a s t , d o n o r r e s p o n d e n t s o v e r w h e l m i n g l y r e j e c t e d t h e n o t i o n t h a t
t h e p o o r c o u n t r i e s w e r e p o o r b e c a u s e t h e r i c h c o u n t r i e s w e r e r i c h ;
r a t h e r , t h e y s a i d t h a t t h e l e s s d e v e l o p e d c o u n t r i e s w e r e p o o r b e c a u s e o f
i n t e r n a l c o r r u p t p o l i t i c a l , e c o n o m i c a n d c u l t u r a l s y s t e m s . T h e r e w a s a l s o
a s i g n i fi c a n t d i f f e r e n c e i n a t t i t u d e s a b o u t t h e o b j e c t i v e s o f r e l i e f a n d
d e v e l o p m e n t w o r k b e t w e e n t h e t w o g r o u p s o f r e s p o n d e n t s : 8 8 p e r c e n t o f
d o n o r s a g r e e d t h a t t h e u l t i m a t e g o a l o f s u c h w o r k o u g h t t o b e s p r e a d i n g
t h e G o s p e l , w h i l e o n l y a b o u t 6 0 p e r c e n t o f e v a n g e l i c a l s l e a d e r s a g r e e d
w i t h t h i s s t a t e m e n t . ( F i r s t T h i n g s , 1 5 6 F i f t h A v e . , N e w Y o r k , N Y 1 0 0 1 0 )

* T h e G a l l u p - b a s e d P r i n c e t o n R e l i g i o n R e s e a r c h C e n t e r o c c a s i o n a l l y r u n s a
p o l l a s k i n g t e e n a g e r s a b o u t t h e i r b e l i e f s i n t h e s u p e r n a t u r a l a n d
p a r a n o r m a l , a n d i t a p p e a r s t h a t t h e r e h a s b e e n s o m e c h a n g e s i n w h a t i s
b e i n g b e l i e v e d a n d d i s b e l i e v e d . T h e c e n t e r ' s n e w s l e t t e r E m e r g i n g T r e n d s
( D e c e m b e r ) r e p o r t s t h a t a r e c e n t p o l l f o u n d t h a t 7 6 p e r c e n t o f t e e n s
b e l i e v e i n a n g e l s [ f o l l o w i n g a s i m i l a r i n t e r e s t i n a n g e l s a m o n g a d u l t s ] ,
i n c r e a s i n g b y 1 2 p e r c e n t a g e p o i n t s s i n c e 1 9 7 8 . T h e b e l i e f i n g h o s t s h a s
g r o w n f r o m 2 0 p e r c e n t i n 1 9 7 8 t o 3 1 p e r c e n t i n 1 9 9 2 . B u t t e e n b e l i e f i n
E S P h a s d e c l i n e d f r o m 6 7 p e r c e n t i n 1 9 7 8 t o 4 3 p e r c e n t t o d a y ( a l t h o u g h
b e l i e f i n c 1 a i r v o y a n c e - - t h e a b i l i t y t o s e e i n t o t h e f u t u r e - - h a s r e m a i n e d
s t e a d y a t a b o u t 2 1 p e r c e n t ) . B e l i e f i n t h e h e a d l i n e r s f r o m s u p e r m a r k e t
t a b l o i d s s u c h a s B i g f o o t a n d t h e L o c h N e s s m o n s t e r h a s d e c r e a s e d f r o m 4 0
p e r c e n t i n 1 9 7 8 t o 1 2 p e r c e n t t o d a y i n t h e c a s e o f t h e f o r m e r, a n d 3 1
p e r c e n t t o 1 1 p e r c e n t i n t h e c a s e o f t h e l a t t e r . B e l i e f i n a s t r o l o g y h a s
s h o w n s p o r a d i c g r o w t h o v e r t h e y e a r s ( d o w n 4 p e r c e n t s i n c e 1 9 8 8 ) , a n d t h e
h i g h e s t l e v e l o f s u c h b e l i e f i s f o u n d a m o n g H i s p a n i c s ( 7 1 p e r c e n t ) . O n l y
o n e t e e n i n 2 0 ( 5 p e r c e n t ) d o e s n o t b e l i e v e i n a n y o f t h e s u p e r n a t u r a l
e x p e r i e n c e s f o u n d o n t h e s u r v e y . T h e h i g h e s t l e v e l o f s k e p t i c i s m i s f o u n d
a m o n g b l a c k t e e n s . ( E m e r g i n g T r e n d s , 4 7 H u l fi s h S t . , S u i t e 2 1 5 , B o x 3 8 9 ,
P r i n c e t o n , N J 0 8 5 4 2 )

* W h i l e Q u e b e c c o n t i n u e s t o g r o w i n d e p e n d e n t p o l i t i c a l l y , r e c e n t r e s e a r c h
s h o w s t h a t t h e p r o v i n c e ' s r e l i g i o u s c h a r a c t e r i s s h o w i n g s o m e a f fi n i t i e s
w i t h t h e r e s t o f N o r t h A m e r i c a , e s p e c i a l l y w h e n i t c o m e s t o t h e i m p a c t o f
baby boomers and the growth of the New Age movement . The recent book, Les
Crovances Pes Quebeco i s ( "The Be l i e f s o f t he Quebec Peop le " ; Vo lume 11 ,
1 9 9 2 ; e d i t e d b y R a y m o n d L e m i e u x a n d M i c h e l i n e M i l o t ; C i t 6 U n i v e r s i t a i r e ,
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U n i v e r s i t e L a v a l , Q u e b e c Q 1 K 7 P 4 ) p r e s e n t s s t a t i s t i c a l e v i d e n c e t o s h o w
t h a t a m o n g t h e b e t t e r e d u c a t e d , u r b a n c h u r c h m e m b e r s , t h e o l d e r C a t h o l i c
l a n g u a g e o f p i e t y a n d d e v o t i o n i s b e i n g r e p l a c e d b y n e w e r , m o r e
s o p h i s t i c a t e d t e r m i n o l o g y . T h i s f o c u s e s e s p e c i a l l y a r o u n d t h e " D i e u "
q u e s t i o n . T h e o l d e r , m o r e r u r a 1 - o r i e n t e d Q u e b e c i a n s h o l d t o t h e
t r a d i t o n a l t e a c h i n g s a b o u t G o d , w h i l e t h e Q u e b e c i a n e q u i v a l e n t o f t h e
b a b y b o o m e r s a r e o p t i n g s l o w l y b u t s t e a d i l y f o r m o r e i n c l u s i v e
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s o f t h e d i e t y . H o w e v e r , n e i t h e r t r a d i t i o n a l n o r
c o n t e m p o r a r y C a t h o l i c s a r e s h o w i n g a n o p e n n e s s t o A n g l o - S a x o n o r G e r m a n i c
t e a c h i n g s o n d o c t r i n e . I n t h i s r e s p e c t t h e n a t i o n a l i s t s e n t i m e n t s h o w s
c1 ear 1y,

i n s p e c i fi c c a s e s t u d i e s , t h e b o o k ' s s c h o l a r s g i v e c o n s i d e r a b l e a t t e n t i o n
t o t h e e m e r g e n c e o f N e w A g e r e l i g i o u s i n fi l t r a t i o n i n t o Q u e b e c i a n
r e l i g i o u s u n d e r s t a n d i n g . T h i s p h e n o m e n o n c l o s e l y p a r a l l e l s a s i m i l a r N e w
A g e p e n e t r a t i o n w h i c h o c c u r r e d i n t h e U . S . i n t h e l a t e 1 9 8 0 s . E v i d e n c e
s h o w s t h e m o r e e d u c a t e d a r e s h o w i n g a w i d e r c u r i o s i t y t h a n t h e r u r a l
c i t i z e n r y a b o u t s u c h i s s u e s a s r e i n c a r n a t i o n , c r y s t a l h e a l i n g , a n d
c h a n n e l l i n g . A t i s s u e , i s t h e m a t t e r o f w h e t h e r Q u e b e c ' s C a t h o l i c i s m c a n
o r s h o u l d m a k e a n y a d j u s t m e n t t o t h e m o r e s p i r i t u a l i s t i c , s e c u l a r t h r u s t
o f N e w A g e t e a c h i n g . T h e c o n t r i b u t o r s c o n c l u d e t h a t t h i s m a y w e l l b e t h e
m o s t c o n t r o v e r s i a l i s s u e t o f a c e G a l l o - Q u e b e c i a n C a t h o l i c i s m i n t h e
i m m e d i a t e f u t u r e . - - T r a n s l a t e d a n d w r i t t e n b y E r l i n g J o r s t a d , a n R W
c o n t r i b u t i n g e d i t o r , a u t h o r , a n d p r o f e s s o r o f H i s t o r y a t S t . O l a f
C o l l e g e .

SPIRITUAL REVIVALS SPROUTING UP EVERYWHERE BUT NORTH AMERICA
I n r e a d i n g t h r o u g h a 3 5 - p a g e s p e c i a l r e p o r t o n t h e e x p a n s i o n o f
C h r i s t i a n i t y t h r o u g h o u t t h e w o r l d i n C h a r i s m a m a g a z i n e ( J a n u a r y ) , a
r e a d e r w o u l d t h i n k a d r a m a t i c s p i r i t u a l r e v i v a l i s s w e e p i n g t h e g l o b e - -
e v e r y w h e r e , t h a t i s , e x c e p t N o r t h A m e r i c a . W o r l d m i s s i o n s s t r a t e g i s t
Geo rge O t i s J r. and a resea rch t eam known as t he Sen t i ne l G roup conduc ted
a l a r g e n u m b e r o f i n t e r v i e w s w i t h m o s t l y e v a n g e l i c a l a n d c h a r i s m a t i c
missions workers around the world on the growth and accessibi l i ty of
C h r i s t i a n i t y o n t h e i r c o n t i n e n t s . T h e e x h a u s t i v e , i f u n s c i e n t i fi c , s u r v e y
c o n fi r m s t h e o b s e r v a t i o n t h a t t h e g u l f w a r h a s c r e a t e d n e w o p e n i n g s f o r
C h r i s t i a n m i s s i o n s i n t h e I s l a m i c w o r l d o f t h e M i d d l e E a s t a n d N o r t h
Africa. One of the most notable developments stemming from the gulf war
h a s b e e n t h e a v a i l a b i l i t y o f C h r i s t i a n s c r i p t u r e s i n t h i s r e g i o n , e v e n i n
s t r o n g l y I s l a m i c S a u d i a A r a b i a . A l o n g w i t h u n d e r g r o u n d c h u r c h e s b e i n g
e s t a b l i s h e d i n t h i s c o u n t r y , t h e r e i s n o w a n e t w o r k o f c l a n d e s t i n e
C h r i s t i a n b o o k s t o r e s i n S a u d i c i t i e s . T h e g r e a t e s t r e s p o n s e r a t e t o
Christ ian outreach in the Middle East is coming from the Kurds of Turkey
a n d I r a q ; i t i s e s t i m a t e d t h a t 9 0 p e r c e n t o f r e l i e f o p e r a t i o n s i n I r a q i
K u r d i s t a n t o d a y a r e s p o n s o r e d b y C h r i s t i a n g r o u p s . K u r d s a r e n o w
i n q u i r i n g a b o u t C h r i s t i a n i t y , a s m a n y s a y, i n c l u d i n g o n e K u r d l e a d e r ,
t h a t I s l a m i s b a n k r u p t a n d t h a t a n e w r e l i g i o n i s n e c e s s a r y. O t h e r
c o u n t r i e s r e p o r t i n g a n e w o p e n n e s s t o C h r i s t i a n i t y a r e I r a n ( w i t h a 1 2
p e r c e n t c h u r c h g r o w t h r a t e , e v e n t h o u g h C h r i s t i a n s a r e b e i n g p e r s e c u t e d ) ,
M o r o c c o a n d E g y p t .

W h i l e S o u t h A s i a , i n c l u d i n g P a k i s t a n , a n d I n d i a , h a s b e e n c a l l e d a " h e a r t
of darkness" by missionaries, there is new growth in this region, along ^
w i t h c o n fl i c t w i t h n a t i v e f a i t h s a n d i d e o l o g i e s . E v e n w i t h t h e e m e r g e n c e '
o f H i n d u m i l i t a n c e i n I n d i a , i t i s e s t i m a t e d t h a t 1 5 , 0 0 0 b a p t i s m s t a k e
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place each week in the country. As in Islamic countries, the occurences
of alleged supernatural events, such as visions and healings, are said to
be significant factors in such conversions. The film medium has been
among the most effective tool in Christian missionary work in India,
especially a motion piciture on the life of Christ, "Oceans of Mercy,"
which has been dubbed into six Indian languages and is said to have
generated 3 million conversions. Turning to Asia, Otis and company report
"revival fires" burning in China "all across the vast contry at an
unprecedented rate...2,000 new churches have been planted over the last
two to three years despite fierce government resistance." For decades,
Mongolia has "pulled up the rear in every statistical category related to
church growth in Asia." But with the demise of communism, foreign
missionaries are pouring into the country, creating a reported 3,000
percent increase in the size of the Mongol church over the past two
years. Christian expansion has reached such a point in the South Seas or
Oceania that these Christ ians are now becoming missionaries to other
parts of the world. The small island nation of Tonga, with its born-again
prime minister, is being viewed as a key center for the evangelization
f o r t h e p a c i fi c r e g i o n a n d b e y o n d .

In A f r i ca , the h igh ra te o f convers ion to Chr is t ian i ty appears to be
continuing, even in areas where Christians are competing with a resurgent
Islam for souls, such as Sudan. [Somalians are also reported to be
expressing an interest in Christianity; a trend that may become stronger
w i th the cur ren t U .S . invo lvement in the coun t ry ] . I t appears tha t
ind igenous Chr is t ian evange l iza t ion is a lso becoming more d ivers ified
t h r o u g h o u t A f r i c a . A n e w m o v e m e n t k n o w n a s t h e P a n - A f r i c a n C h r i s t i a n
Women's All iance has given women a more active role in evangelization

^0^ where previously they were passive bystanders. Even in secular Europet h e r e a r e s i g n s o f n e w C h r i s t i a n v i g o r a n d u n i t y i n e v a n g e l i z a t i o n
e f f o r t s , e s p e c i a l l y w i t h t h e o p e n i n g u p o f E a s t e r n E u r o p e a n d t h e f o r m e r
S o v i e t U n i o n . F r o m C h i l e t o , m o r e r e c e n t l y, C u b a , t h e m i s s i o n a r i e s a n d
church leaders in terv iewed repor t cont inued growth in Lat in Amer ica,
despite a backlash among Catholics and such native rel igious groups as
the sp i r i t ua l i s t s i n B raz i l . I t i s on l y i n Nor th Amer i ca where the upbea t
tone of Otis ' survey takes a sudden dip: "Today, mounting evidence forces
u s t o a c k n o w l e d g e t h a t N o r t h A m e r i c a h a s b e e n l a r g e l y b y p a s s e d b y t h e
g r e a t s p i r i t u a l h a r v e s t s o c c u r r i n g i n o h t e r p a r t s o f t h e w o r l d . . . w e a r e
n o t w i t n e s s i n g t h e k i n d s o f m a s s m o v e m e n t s t o w a r d C h r i s t t h a t a r e
occur r ing in As ia , A f r i ca o r La t in Amer ica . " The mos t no tab le s t i r r i ngs
the survey finds in North America are among ethnic groups, inner c i t ies,
a n d o t h e r " n e g l e c t e d " g r o u p s . ( C h a r i s m a , 6 0 0 R i n e h a r t R d . , L a k e M a r y, F L
3 2 7 4 6 )

INDIAN EVANGELICALS MAKE NEW SOCIAL, ECONOMIC INROADS
W h i l e l i b e r a l a n d r a d i c a l C h r i s t i a n t h e o l o g i a n s i n I n d i a h a v e p r e s s e d t h e
h a r d e s t f o r a n i n d i g e n o u s a n d s o c i a l l y a c t i v e f a i t h , i t a p p e a r s t h a t t h e
m o r e i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c , e v a n g e l i c a l C h r i s t i a n s a r e h a v i n g t h e g r e a t e s t
i m p a c t o n I n d i a n s o c i e t y a s i t u n d e r g o e s m o d e r n i z a t i o n , w r i t e s M a x
S t a c k h o u s e i n t h e C h r i s t i a n C e n t u r y m a g a z i n e ( J a n u a r y 2 0 ) . " C h r i s t i a n i t y
i n I n d i a s e e m s t o b e f o l l o w i n g t h e p a t t e r n f o u n d i n L a t i n A m e r i c a , K o r e a
and Ta iwan : a new i nd i genous p i e t y emerges , p romp ted i n pa r t by Wes te rn

/ ^m iss iona r ies bu t qu i ck l y deve lop ing i t s own leadersh ip and theo logy. Th is
c o n t e x t u a l i z a t i o n o f C h r i s t i a n i t y w a s c o m p l e t e l y u n a n t i c i p a t e d a n d
f r e q u e n t l y o p p o s e d b y t h e o l d e r c h u r c h e s a n d e c u m e n i c a l l e a d e r s . T h e s e
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groups show l i t t l e d i rec t i n te res t i n t he soc ia l ques t i ons tha t have
concerned the con tex tua l [ o r l i be ra t i on theo logy -o r ien ted ] t heo log ians o f
the last generation. Nevertheless, these groups are having a major social ^
a n d e c o n o m i c i m p a c t i n s e v e r a l r e s p e c t s . T h e y s e e m t o b e c a s t e -
i n c l u s i v e - - a p o s t u r e t h a t a l l C h r i s t i a n c h u r c h e s o f fi c i a l l y a s p i r e t o
b u t s e l d o m a t t a i n . T h e y a l s o p r o v i d e f r i e n d s h i p s f o r t h o s e w h o h a v e l e f t
t h e w o m b o f t h e i r e x t e n d e d f a m i l y o r v i l l a g e f o r e d u c a t i o n o r w o r k . T h i s
communi ty is a lso a safe set t ing for meet ing potent ia l par tners in Move
mar r iages ' ( in con t ras t to a r ranged mar r iages) - - a pa t te rn tha t bo th
gives greater freedom of choice to women and forces men to act in ways
that commend them to more independent women."

S t a c k h o u s e w r i t e s t h a t t h e s e c o n g r e g a t i o n s " o f f e r i n f o r m a l b u t e f f e c t i v e
n e t w o r k s f o r t h o s e s e e k i n g j o b s . . . A n d t h e s e c h u r c h e s h e l p m e m b e r s d e v e l o p
l e a d e r s h i p s k i l l s i n a n o n t r a d i t i o n a l a n d n o n h i e r a r c h i c a l s e t t i n g ,
teaching them how to bui ld and maintain voluntary groups. These ski l ls,
i n c i d e n t a l l y , t r a n s f e r i n t o t h e b u s i n e s s r e a l m , e s p e c i a l l y f o r t h e
h u n d r e d s w h o a r e s t a r t i n g t h e s m a l l fi r m s t h a t a r e a p p e a r i n g a t e v e r y
l e v e l o f I n d i a n s o c i e t y. " S t a c k h o u s e a l s o r e p o r t s t h a t t h e r e h a s b e e n a h
" e x p l o s i o n " o f i n d e p e n d e n t B i b l e s t u d y a n d p r a y e r g r o u p s t h a t c o e x i s t i n
t e n s i o n w i t h t h e t r a d i t i o n a l c h u r c h e s . W h i l e I n d i a n t h e o l o g i a n s h a v e
f o r g e d a " D a l i t T h e o l o g y , " w h i c h u s e s l i b e r a t i o n t h e o l o g y t h e m e s c e n t e r e d
a r o u n d t h e I n d i a n D a l i t s o r u n t o u c h a b l e s , e v e n t h e s e C h r i s t i a n s a r e
b a s i c a l l y n o n - r a d i c a l a n d a p o l i t i c a l . D u r i n g a r e c e n t D a l i t C h r i s t i a n
g a t h e r i n g , S t a c k h o u s e f o u n d m o s t D a l i t s u n i n t e r e s t e d i n l i b e r a t i o n
t h o u g h t a n d i n t e r f a i t h d i a l o g u e , e s p e c i a l l y b e c a u s e o f g r o w i n g H i n d u a n d
M u s l i m m i l i t a n c e . I r o n i c a l l y , t h e l i b e r a l C h r i s t i a n s w h o a r e t h e m o s t
c o n c e r n e d w i t h i n t e r f a i t h r e l a t i o n s a n d p r e s s i n g f o r h u m a n r i g h t s a n d
s o c i a l j u s t i c e " a r e p r e c i s e l y t h o s e m o s t u n d e r a t t a c k b y n o n - C h r i s t i a n
m i l i t a n t s a t l o c a l l e v e l s , a n d m a n y a c t i v i s t s w a n t t o b r i n g j u d g e m e n t
a g a i n s t t h e s e r e l i g i o n s . " ( C h r i s t i a n C e n t u r y , 4 0 7 S . D e a r b o r n S t . ,
C h i c a g o , I L 6 0 6 0 5 )

HOW DETRIMENTAL IS WESTERN TV TO INDIAN RELIGION AND CULTURE?
I s n e w l y i m p o r t e d s a t e l l i t e t e l e v i s i o n p r o g r a m m i n g h a r m f u l t o t r a d i t i o n a l
I n d i a n c u l t u r e a n d r e l i g i o n ? T h e a n s w e r m a y d e p e n d o n w h i c h g e n e r a t i o n
y o u a s k , a c c o r d i n g t o r e c e n t a r t i c l e s i n t h e n e w s p a p e r H i n d u i s m To d a y
( J a n u a r y a n d F e b r u a r y i s s u e s ) . I n t h e J a n u a r y i s s u e , a n a r t i c l e a t t a c k e d
t h e n e w W e s t e r n - b a s e d s a t e l l i t e p r o g r a m m i n g f o r i n t r o d u c i n g s u b j e c t s
" a l i e n i n c o n t e n t - - e s p e c i a l 1 y f o r t h e r u r a l v i l l a g e i a n d fl a u n t a
w o r l d l i n e s s t h a t e v e n f o r t h e m o s t c o s m o p o l i t a n u r b a n i t e s t r i d e n t l y
c o n t r a s t [ w i t h ] v a l u e s n u r t u r e d f o r c e n t u r i e s a s H i n d u c u l t u r e . "
S a t e l l i t e t e l e v i s i o n w a s p e r m i t t e d i n I n d i a a f t e r t h e g u l f w a r , a n d s i n c e
t h a t t i m e s u c h W e s t e r n n e t w o r k s a s C N N , S t a r - T V, S t a r P l u s , a n d M T V h a v e
m a d e h e a v y i n r o a d s i n t o t h e c o u n t r y ( a l o n g w i t h f a s t - g r o w i n g c a b l e
t e l e v i s i o n ) . " T o d a y w h e n H i n d u s c h o o l g i r l s s o c i a l i z e , t h e y a l l u d e n o t t o
S i t a o f Va l m i k i ' s R a m a y a n a [ a H i n d u e p i c t h a t h a s b e e n t e l e v i s e d ] , b u t t o
G i n a o f S t a r P l u s ' s S a n t a B a r b a r a . " P o l i t i c i a n s , r e l i g i o u s l e a d e r s a n d
p s y c h i a t r i s t s h a v e a t t a c k e d s a t e l l i t e p r o g r a m m i n g , a n d t h e r e h a v e b e e n
c a l l s f o r n e w r e g u l a t i o n o f t h e m e d i a . T h e p r e s t i g i o u s T i m e s o f I n d i a
r e c e n t l y r e p o r t e d t h a t M T V w a s r e s p o n s i b l e f o r i n c i t i n g a n e w s e x c r a z e
a m o n g I n d i a n s c h o o l k i d s . T h e a r t i c l e a d d s t h a t I n d i a ' s m o s t s e c u l a r
vo ices champion the fore ign TV invas ion for "shak ing Ind ia out o f cer ta in ^
r e l i g i o u s p a t t e r n s i t d e e m s h a v e i m m o b i l i z e d r a t h e r t h a n e n l i g h t e n e d i t s
m a s s e s . "

B u t a l l o f t h e H i n d u y o u n g p e o p l e i n t e r v i e w e d i n t h e F e b r u a r y i s s u e o f
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t h e n e w s p a p e r c o n t r a d i c t t h e v i e w s o f t h e i r e l d e r s , s a y i n g t h e y a r e
l a r g e l y u n a f f e c t e d b y t h e p r o g r a m m i n g a n d a r e m o r e d i s c e r n i n g t h a n t h e
o l d e r g e n e r a t i o n c l a i m s t h e y a r e , " T h o u g h I a m n o t a r e l i g i o u s f a n a t i c ,
a s a p r a c t i c i n g H i n d u , T V p r o g r a m s h a v e n o t i n a n y w a y a f f e c t e d m y
b e l i e f s o r m y d e v o t i o n t o m y r e l i g i o n . I t h i n k i t i s i n t h e m i n d o f t h e
i n d i v i d u a l a s t o h o w T V p r o g r a m s a f f e c t t h e i r b e h a v i o r , " s a y s o n e 2 3 -
y e a r - o l d . A 2 5 - y e a r - o l d s a y s " I g e t m a n y i d e a s f r o m t h e T V a b o u t f a s h i o n ,
f o o d h a b i t s , m u s i c a n d w a y s o f l i f e i n f o r e i g n p l a c e s . . . O n e s h o u l d b e
a b l e t o d i f f e r e n t i a t e b e t w e e n w h a t i s g o o d a n d w h a t i s b a d . " O n e 1 9 - y e a r -
o l d w h o c a l l s M T V a " t e e n a g e r ' s p a r a d i s e , " a d d s , " I a m a H i n d u , a n d
b e l i e v e i n o u r c u l t u r e a n d p r a c t i c e s a n d f e e l w e I n d i a n s c a n i m p r o v e o u r
l i f e s t y l e s b y w a t c h i n g S t a r T V . I t p a v e s a w a y t o c o m p a r e o u r c u l t u r e
w i t h t h o s e o f o t h e r c o u n t r i e s , b u t i t d o e s n o t a f f e c t o r c a u s e l o n g
s t a n d i n g d a m a g e t o u s p e r s o n a l l y. " ( H i n d u i s m To d a y, 1 8 1 9 S e c o n d S t . ,
C o n c o r d , O A 9 4 5 1 9 )

ISLAMIC UPDATE
* T h e r e i s a r e e m e r g e n c e o f I s l a m i c S u fi s m i n i t s b i r t h p l a c e o f C e n t r a l
A s i a , p o s s i b l y s e t t i n g t h e s t a g e f o r c o n fl i c t a s m o r e m i l i t a n t M u s l i m
m o v e m e n t s a t t e m p t t o q u e l l t h i s t o l e r a n t o f f s h o o t o f t h e f a i t h , a c c o r d i n g
t o t h e F a r E a s t e r n E c o n o m i c R e v i e w ( D e c e m b e r 1 7 ) . W h i l e t r a d i t i o n a l
M u s l i m i n s t i t u t i o n s a n d p r a c t i c e s w e r e v i r t u a l l y w i p e d o u t u n d e r
c o m m u n i s t p e r s e c u t i o n i n C e n t r a l A s i a , t h e m y s t i c a l s c h o o l o f S u fi s m k e p t
t h e f a i t h a l i v e . S u fi s m , a t o l e r a n t b r a n c h o f t h e f a i t h i n c o r p o r a t i n g
C h r i s t i a n a n d e v e n B u d d h i s t e l e m e n t s , " i s a d e e p l y p e r s o n a l , d e e p l y
s i l e n t e x p r e s s i o n o f f a i t h t h a t d o e s n o t n e e d t h e t r a p p i n g s o f m o s q u e s ,
f o r m a l p r a y e r s a n d m u l l a h s t o r e t a i n i t s e s s e n t i a l s p i r i t , " w r i t e s A h m e d
R a s h i d . C u r r e n t l y s u c h S u fi  m o v e m e n t s a s t h e D e r v i s h e s i n T u r k e y , t h e
N a s h b a n d i s o f A f g h a n i s t a n a n d t h e Y a s s a v e y a s o f C h i n e s e a n d f o r m e r S o v i e t
C e n t r a l A s i a a r e t h r i v i n g a f t e r t h e f a l l o f c o m m u n i s m . R a s h i d a d d s ,
" H o w e v e r , S u fi s m n o w f a c e s a d i r e c t t h r e a t f r o m t h e s e c t a r i a n i s m t h a t i s
b e i n g i m p o r t e d a t b r e a t h t a k i n g s p e e d f r o m t h e d i v i d e d M u s l i m w o r l d t o t h e
s o u t h . I r a n i s p l a y i n g a m a j o r r o l e i n s p r e a d i n g i t s m e s s a g e o f I s l a m i c
r e v o l u t i o n i n T a j i k i s t a n . . . T h e M u s l i m B r o t h e r h o o d b a s e d i n E g y p t ,
P a k i s t a n a n d A f g a n i s t a n i s s e n d i n g m u l l a h s , m o n e y a n d g u n s t o b a c k t h e
I s l a m i c R e n a i s s a n c e P a r t y - - a p o w e r f u l o p p o s i t i o n f o r c e a c r o s s C e n t r a l
A s i a . "

M o s t o f t h e s e i m p o r t s a r e n e w t o C e n t r a l A s i a , w h e r e t h e m a j o r i t y o f
p e o p l e a r e S u n n i s o f t h e H a n n a fi  s e c t , w h i c h h a s a l w a y s b e e n t o l e r a n t a n d
n o n p o l i t i c a l , " w i t h n o b e l i e f i n a m e s s i a n i c m i s s i o n . . . " T h e n e w
s e c t a r i a n g r o u p s a r e a t t a c k i n g e a c h o t h e r i n t h e q u e s t f o r a d h e r e n t s , a s
w e l l a s t h e S u fi s f o r b e i n g o v e r l y t o l e r a n t o f n o n - I s l a m i c i n fl u e n c e s .
T h e r e i s a s y e t n o o r g a n i z e d S u n n i r e s p o n s e t o t h e s e c t a r i a n t h r e a t ,
p a r t l y b e c a u s e t h e s e n e w g r o u p s a r e n o t w e l l u n d e r s t o o d b y a p e o p l e
i s o l a t e d f r o m t h e r e s t o f t h e M u s l i m w o r l d s i n c e 1 9 1 7 . A n o t h e r r e a s o n f o r
t h e l a c k o f r e s p o n s e i s t h a t S u fi s m a y b e t o o b u s y t r y i n g t o r e v i v e
t r a d i t o n a l a r t s a n d h e a l i n g p r a c t i c e s , o f t e n t h r o u g h m o d e r n m a r k e t i n g
m e t h o d s . A l r e a d y , p r o m i n e n t S u fi b u s i n e s s m a n S a f a r b a i K u s h k a r o v h a s
s t a r t e d a c o m p a n y t o p r o m o t e s u c h t r a d i t i o n a l m e d i c i n e p r a c t i c e s a s
a c u p u n c t u r e a n d h e r b a l h e a l i n g i n C e n t r a l A s i a a n d a b r o a d , a s w e l l a s
r e v i v i n g t r a d i t o n a l m a r t i a l a r t s a n d c r a f t s . K u s h k a r o v s a y s C e n t r a l A s i a n

^ people may at first be lured by the message of revolution and by the
f u n d i n g o f t h e n e w s e c t a r i a n g r o u p s . " B u t t h e b e a u t y o f I s l a m i n C e n t r a l
A s i a i s t h a t i t i s r o o t e d i n c u l t u r e a n d p h i l o s o p h y a n d a b o v e a l l
t o l e r a n c e . T h i s c a n n o t b e w i p e d o u t i n a h u r r y . " ( F a r E a s t e r n E c o n o m i c
R e v i e w, 1 8 1 - 1 8 5 G l o u c e s t e r R d . , C e n t r e P o i n t , H o n g K o n g )
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* w h i l e t h e c r e a t i o n i s t m o v e m e n t h a s b e e n l a r g e l y a C h r i s t i a n p h e n o m e n o n ,
i l a p p e a r s t h a t t h e r e i s g r o w i n g i n t e r e s t i n t h e s e t e a c h i n g s a m o n g
M u s l i m s , r e s u l t i n g i n a n e w b o n d o f c o o p e r a t i o n b e t w e e n t h e s e
c o n s e r v a t i v e b e l i e v e r s . I n A c t s & F a c t s ( D e c e m b e r ) , t h e n e w s l e t t e r o f t h e
I n s t i t u t e f o r C r e a t i o n R e s e a r c h , i t i s r e p o r t e d t h a t a " h i s t o r i c "
c o n f e r e n c e w a s r e c e n t l y h e l d i n T u r k e y w h e r e C h r i s t i a n a n d M u s l i m
s c i e n t i s t s p r e s e n t e d p a p e r s a r g u i n g f o r e v i d e n c e o f c r e a t i o n i s m a g a i n s t
e v o l u t i o n i s m . T h e i n v i t a t i o n t o t h e A m e r i c a n C h r i s t i a n c r e a t i o n i s t s c a m e
f r o m t h e Tu r k i s h g o v e r n m e n t , w h i c h h a s r e c e n t l y b e e n a t t e m p t i n g t o
i n c l u d e c r e a t i o n i s t v i e w s i n t o t h e s e c u l a r " e v o l u t i o n - o n l y " a p p r o a c h o f
t h e p u b l i c s c h o o l s . T h e c o n f e r e n c e w a s r e c e i v e d e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y a n d
w e 1 1 - a t t e n d e d , w i t h a n a u d i e n c e o f 2 , 5 0 0 t e a c h e r s a n d s t u d e n t s . T h e
n e w s l e t t e r a d d s , " I n t e r e s t i n g l y e n o u g h , w i t h i n T u r k e y , t h e r e i s a n
u n c a n n y s i m i l a r i t y i n r e s p o n s e s t o c r e a t i o n a s i n A m e r i c a . T h e r e a r e t h e
t rue ' be l i eve rs , ' a l t hough w i th in tha t g roup a re recen t [o r new ea r th ]
c r e a t i o n i s t s [ h o l d i n g t o a l i t e r a l b i b l i c a l i n t e r p r e t a t i o n t h a t c r e a t i o n
t o o k p l a c e s e v e r a l t h o u s a n d y e a r s - q o ] , o l d e a r t h c r e a t i o n i s t s , a n d
t h e i s t i c e v o l u t i o n i s t s . T h e n t h e r - t h e n o m i n a l i s t s , t h o s e w h o c a l l
t h e m s e l v e s M u s l i m s , b u t l i v e a s e l i f e a p a r t f r o m t h e t e a c h i n g s o f
t h e K o r a n . N e x t , t h e r e i s a s m a l l i r i t y o f h u m a n i s t s , a g n o s t i c s , a n d
a the i s t s . Un fo r t una te l y, t hese have subs tan t i a l con t ro l o f educa t i on ,
poli t ics and the media." (Acts & Facts, P.O. Box 2667, El Cajon, CA
9 2 0 2 1 )

* As with North and East Afr ica, Is lam is growing in sub-Saharan Afr ica,
a c c o r d i n g t o t h e e v a n g e l i c a l m i s s i o n a r y n e w s l e t t e r P u 1 s e ( N o v e m b e r 2 0 ) .
The plan among Muslims to "Islamize" Africa is extending beyond
t r a d i t o n a l M u s l i m c o u n t r i e s t o t h o s e n a t i o n s w h e r e t h e y a r e i n t h e
m ino r i t y. "The g row ing con t i nen t -w ide popu la r i t y o f A rab i c on re l i g ious
grounds and as the only vehicle through which rel igious expert ise can be
a c q u i r e d f u l l y i s e v i d e n c e o f t h i s , " a c c o r d i n g t o t h e n e w s l e t t e r . O n e
C h r i s t i a n l e a d e r r e p o r t s t h a t i n m o s t A f r i c a n c o u n t r i e s s c h o o l s a n d
u n i v e r s i t i e s h a v e b e c o m e c e n t e r s f o r t h e " m o s t m i l i t a n t M u s l i m a c t i v i s m
in Afr ica." While such sub-Saharan countr ies as Kenya, Tanzania, and
Niger ia a l l have secu la r cons t i tu t ions , the i r governments use pub l i c
funds to assist Musl ims to vis i t Mecca and other Musl im holy si tes.
K e n y a , a t r a d i t i o n a l s t r o n g h o l d o f A f r i c a n C h r i s t i a n i t y, i s " i n c r e a s i n g l y
the target of Muslim political ambitions," In the coastal areas of Kenya,
t h e r e h a s b e e n u n p r e c e n t e d r i o t i n g a n d p r o t e s t s b e c a u s e o f M u s l i m
preaching against Pres ident Danie l arap Moi . In Tanzania, " there is a
clear increase in Muslim zeal, as shown in mosque-building projects,
mission programs, and debates against Christianity," sometimes leading to
inter-rel igious conflict. (Pulse, Box 794, lVheatQ;>7--JL 60184^
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