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GION
Q u i e t l y b u t s t e a d i l y c o m p u t e r n e t w o r k s a r e i m p a c t i n g A m e r
l i f e , a s a g e - o l d q u e s t i o n s o f r e l i g i o u s f a i t h a r e b e i n g d
b o n d s o f f e l l o w s h i p a r e b e i n g f o r m e d a c r o s s t h e n a t i o n v i
b u l l e t i n b o a r d s . W h i l e t h e i n c r e a s i n g u s e o f c o m p u t e r t e c
r e l i g i o u s d e n o m i n a t i o n s a n d o r g a n i z a t i o n s h a s b e c o m e a w e
t r e n d [ s e e O c t o b e r 9 0 R W ] , r e l i g i o u s c o m p u t e r n e t w o r k s a r
i n c r e a s i n g l y d e c e n t r a l i z e d , e n c o m p a s s i n g s m a l l g r o u p s o f
i n d i v i d u a l s a s w e l l a s l a r g e r o r g a n i z a t i o n s . H o w w i l l s u e
i m p a c t A m e r i c a n r e l i g i o u s l i f e ? A l t h o u g h n o s t a t i s t i c s a r
o n h o w m a n y n e t w o r k s a n d A m e r i c a n s a r e g o i n g o n - l i n e f o r
r e l i g i o u s p u r p o s e s , a s u r v e y o f s e v e r a l r e l i g i o u s n e t w o r k
t h e y a r e a l r e a d y s e r v i n g s o m e f u n c t i o n s t r a d i t i o n a l l y c a r
d e n o m i n a t i o n s , a s s o c i a t i o n s , a n d c o n g r e g a t i o n s - - f r o m e r e
f o r u m s a n d b e c o m i n g o u t l e t s f o r i n f o r m a t i o n a n d a c t i v i s m ,
c o m p u t e r - g e n e r a t e d " v i r t u a l c o m m u n i t i e s . "
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T h e W a s h i n g t o n P o s t ( S e p t e m b e r 1 9 ) r e p o r t s t h a t t h r o u g h c o m p u t e r m o d e m s
a n d a p p r o p r i a t e s o f t w a r e , c o n g r e g a t i o n s a n d i n d i v i d u a l b e l i e v e r s a r e
" p r o v i d i n g a f o r u m f o r r e l i g i o u s d e b a t e t h a t r e m a i n s a s s p i r i t e d t o d a y a s
i t w a s i n 1 5 1 7 w h e n M a r t i n L u t h e r n a i l e d h i s 9 5 t h e s e s o n a c h u r c h
d o o r . . . " H o o k e d u p t o l o c a l b u l l e t i n b o a r d s o r s u c h n a t i o n a l n e t w o r k s a s
C o m p u s e r v e , l a i t y a n d c l e r g y a r e a b l e t o r e s p o n d t o v a r i o u s i s s u e s a t
t h e i r o w n p a c e , f r e e d f r o m f a c e - t o - f a c e p r e s s u r e s f o r i m m e d i a t e r e s p o n s e .
O n e l e a d e r i n t h i s fi e l d i s S t . A l b a n ' s E p i s c o p a l C h u r c h i n W a s h i n g t o n ,
w h i c h r u n s t h e C h u r c h W i t h o u t W a l l s b u l l e t i n b o a r d t o f o s t e r d i s c u s s i o n
o f r e l i g i o u s i s s u e s ; o n e s u c h f o r u m i n c l u d e d a n i n - d e p t h c o n v e r s a t i o n o n
t h e m e a n i n g o f t h e C h r i s t i a n s a c r a m e n t s . T h e b u l l e t i n b o a r d s a r e a l s o
s e r v i n g a s p e c i a l i z e d c l i e n t e l e . T h e a n t i - c u l t i s t T r u t h S e e k e r s o f
R o c k v i l l e , M d . , p u t s o u t i t s b u l l e t i n b o a r d t o m a k e i n s t a n t l y a v a i l a b l e
i n f o r m a t i o n o n g r o u p s t h e y a r e r e s e a r c h i n g . C o m p u t e r n e t w o r k s c a n a l s o
p r o v i d e f e l l o w s h i p a n d c o m m u n i t y , a c c o r d i n g t o t h e F r i e n d s J o u r n a l
( F e b r u a r y ) . T h e m a g a z i n e r e p o r t s o n t h e g r o w t h o f t h e t h e Q u a k e r
E l e c t r o n i c P r o j e c t a n d o t h e r n e t w o r k s f o r Q u a k e r s a n d f e l l o w t r a v e l e r s
w h i c h s e r v e s , a t o n c e , a s a " l i b r a r y , a m e e t i n g h o u s e , a s o c i a l c e n t e r ,
a n d a b u l l e t i n b o a r d . " T h e n e t w o r k s l i n k Q u a k e r s a r o u n d t h e w o r l d a n d y e t
f u n c t i o n m u c h a s a Q u a k e r m e e t i n g : p a r t i c i p a n t s t y p e i n m e s s a g e s o n
s o c i a l a n d s p i r i t u a l i s s u e s a n d r e s p o n d t o e a c h o t h e r a s t h e y f e e l l e d ,
a n d t h e n t h e m e s s a g e s a r e s t o r e d o n h a r d d i s k a n d s h a r e d w i t h o t h e r
Q u a k e r a n d n o n - Q u a k e r n e t w o r k s .

T h e s e Q u a k e r c o m p u t e r " c o m m u n i t i e s , " w h i c h a r e a c c e s s e d o n t h e n a t i o n a l
c h u r c h a n d s o c i a l a c t i v i s t n e t w o r k P e a c e N e t , w e l c o m e F r i e n d s a n d n o n -
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F r i e n d s a l i k e , a s i t m a k e s t h e Q u a k e r e x p e r i e n c e m o r e a c c e s s a b l e t o
seekers and br ings i ts work on peace issues to other church act iv is ts.
T h e a r t i c l e c o n c l u d e s t h a t t h e n e t w o r k s a r e f o r " t h e a c t i v i s t w h o w a n t s
to reach beyond her or his local meet ing. I t is for the shy Fr iend who
fi n d s i t e a s i e r t o i n t e r a c t t h r o u g h t h e c o m p u t e r t h a n f a c e t o f a c e . I t
f o r t h e F r i e n d w h o l i v e s w h e r e t h e r e a r e n o F r i e n d s n e a r . " F o r
c o n s e r v a t i v e C h r i s t i a n s a r e c e n t l y e s t a b l i s h e d s m a l l n e t w o r k c a l l e d t h e
R o s e H i l l F o r u m p e r f o r m s a s i m i l a r f u n c t i o n a s t h a t o f Q u a k e r n e t w o r k s .
T h e f o r u m , t h r o u g h i t s s c r i p t u r a l m e d i t a t i o n s a n d d i s c u s s i o n s o f
s p i r i t u a l i t y a n d t h e o l o g y , p r o v i d e s " r e a l s p i r i t u a l d i r e c t i o n r e s u l t s , "
a s w e l l a s a " c o m m u n i t y " f o r c o n s e r v a t i v e C h r i s t i a n s w h o f e e l i s o l a t e d
a n d s h u t o u t o f t h e i r l i b e r a l c o n g r e g a t i o n s a n d d e n o m i n a t i o n s , s a y s
d i r e c t o r O w e n J o n e s . H e t o l d R E L I G I O N W AT C H t h a t t h e f o r u m ( a n d o t h e r
c o n s e r v a t i v e C h r i s t i a n n e t w o r k s ) c a n b e u s e d f o r " b y p a s s i n g i n s t i t u t i o n s
t h a t h a v e a m o n o p o l y o f p o w e r " i n t h e c h u r c h e s . J o n e s ' v i e w s a r e s i m i l a r
t o t h o s e o f p o l i t i c a l c o n s e r v a t i v e t h i n k e r G e o r g e G i l d e r , w h o i s a
p romo te r and member o f t he Rose H i l l Fo rum (wh i ch i s f ound on the
p o l i t i c a l l y c o n s e r v a t i v e To w n H a l l c o m p u t e r n e t w o r k . ) I n h i s r e c e n t b o o k .
L i f e A f t e r Te l e v i s i o n ( W. W. N o r t o n & C o . ) , G i l d e r c l a i m s t h a t t h e n e w
c o m p u t e r t e c h n o l o g i e s w i l l s t r e n g t h e n t r a d i t i o n a l v a l u e s a s t h e y " b r e a k
t h e m o n o p o l y o f l i b e r a l p o w e r i n t h e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s i n d u s t r y, " a n d g i v e
i n d i v i d u a l s g r e a t e r f r e e d o m i n s e l e c t i n g t h e i r n e w s m e d i a a n d
e n t e r t a i n m e n t .

B o t h J o n e s a n d G i l d e r v i e w t h e n e w c o m p u t e r n e t w o r k s a s a n y t h i n g b u t a
u n i f y i n g f o r c e i n r e l i g i o n a n d s o c i e t y . T h e y b e l i e v e t h e e m e r g i n g
n e t w o r k s w i l l m i r r o r t h e r e l i g i o u s a n d s o c i a l d i v i s i o n s i n A m e r i c a n
s o c i e t y ; J o n e s s a y s t h a t t h e c o m p u t e r m a y a i d t h e " r e a l i g n m e n t " t a k i n g
p l a c e a s c o n s e r v a t i v e * C h r i s t i a n s f r o m t h e v a r i o u s d e n o m i n a t i o n s u n i t e
a g a i n s t t h e l i b e r a l s i n t h e s e s a m e c h u r c h b o d i e s . O n e e x a m p l e o f s u c h a non-line "culture war" took place in 1989 when Prodigy Services network ^
e l e c t e d t o d i s c o n t i n u e o n e b u l l e t i n b o a r d b e c a u s e o f c a u s t i c e x c h a n g e s
b e t w e e n h o m o s e x u a l s a n d f u n d a m e n t a l i s t s . I n a n o t h e r w a y , h o w e v e r ,
c o m p u t e r n e t w o r k s p e c i a l i s t s s e e t h e t e c h n o l o g y a s a l s o s e r v i n g a
u n i f y i n g f u n c t i o n . G l e n n E a s t o n , d i r e c t o r o f t h e W a s h i n g t o n , D . C . - b a s e d
N a t i o n a l C o m p u t e r U s e r s G r o u p f o r t h e R e l i g i o u s C o m m u n i t y, t o l d RW t h a t
t h e n e t w o r k s a t t r a c t a n e c u m e n i c a l f o l l o w i n g , a s t h e y d o w n p l a y
d e n o m i n a t i o n a l l a b e l s a n d d i f f e r e n c e s a n d e n c o u r a g e d i a l o g u e , d e b a t e a n d
c o o p e r a t i o n . E a s t o n c i t e s t h e e x a m p l e o f t h e G e s h e r N e t w o r k , a J e w i s h
c o m p u t e r n e t w o r k , t h a t l i n k s J e w s i n A m e r i c a w i t h t h o s e i n I s r a e l . O n t h e
n e t w o r k " R e f o r m J e w s s p e a k w i t h t h e O r t h o d o x a n d t h e y d o n ' t k n o w i t ; t h e y
c a n ' t s e e h o w b l a c k e a c h o t h e r s ' h a t s a r e , " E a s t o n s a y s , r e f e r r i n g t o t h e
O r t h o d o x c u s t o m o f w e a r i n g b l a c k h a t s . ( F r i e n d s J o u r n a l , 1 5 0 1 C h e r r y S t . ,
P h i l a d e l p h i a , PA 1 9 1 0 2 - 1 4 9 7 ) — R W c o n t r i b u t i n g e d i t o r E r l i n g J o r s t a d
c o n t r i b u t e d t o t h i s a r t i c l e .

SOCIAL SERVICE, EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS TAKING ON NEW AGE SLANT
C o n c e p t s a n d t e c h n i q u e s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e N e w A g e m o v e m e n t a r e
i n c r e a s i n g l y fi n d i n g t h e i r w a y f r o m t h e h u m a n p o t e n t i a l s e m i n a r s a n d
g r o w t h c e n t e r s t o U . S . i n n e r c i t i e s a n d s c h o o l s , a c c o r d i n g t o t h e N e w A g e
J o u r n a l ( J a n u a r y / F e b r u a r y ) . T h e m a g a z i n e r e p o r t s t h a t s o c i a l s e r v i c e
w o r k e r s , e d u c a t o r s , c r i m i n a l j u s t i c e e x p e r t s , a n d g r a s s r o o t s a c t i v i s t s
a n d v o l u n t e e r s a r e a t t e m p t i n g t o a d d r e s s s u c h p r o b l e m s a s i n n e r c i t y
v i o l e n c e a n d d r u g a d d i c t i o n u s i n g p r e v e n t a t i v e m e a s u r e s t h a t h a v e
i n t r o d u c e d s u c h N e w A g e a n d h u m a n p o t e n t i a l c o n c e p t s a n d b u z z w o r d s a s
empowerment, hol ism, mentor ing, nurtur ing, sel f -esteem, and wel lness. The
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a r t i c l e c i t e s t h e n o w w i d e s p r e a d a c c e p t a n c e o f s e l f - e s t e e m p r o g r a m s i n
p u b l i c s c h o o l s a s a n e x a m p l e o f t h e p o p u l a r i t y o f N e w A g e / h u m a n p o t e n t i a l
c o n c e p t s . T h e s e l f - e s t e e m e m p h a s i s w a s i n t r o d u c e d i n t o t h e p u b l i c s c h o o l s

^^by California state assemblyman John Vasconcellos in the mid 1980s, andt h e c o n c e p t h a s " s i n c e g a i n e d p o w e r f u l c u r r e n c y a s a s o c i a l v a c c i n e : a
n e w o r g a n i z i n g p r i n c i p l e f o r r e f r a m i n g t h e w a y A m e r i c a s o l v e s p r o b l e m s .
T o d a y , t h r e e - f o u r t h s o f C a l i f o r n i a s c h o o l s h a v e s o m e s e l f - e s t e e m
c o m p o n e n t ; m o s t s o c i a l l e g i s l a t i o n i n c l u d e s i t a s a c r u c i a l g o a l ; a n d
fi f t y - e i g h t C a l i f o r n i a c o u n t i e s a n d m a n y s t a t e s h a v e s e l f - e s t e e m f o r c e s
o f t h e i r o w n . " V a s c o n c e l l o s s a y s , " A t fi r s t I w o r k e d t o k e e p [ s e l f -
e s t e e m ] f r o m b e i n g r i d i c u l e d . N o w i t ' s s o c o m m o n I t r y t o k e e p i t f r o m
b e i n g t r i v i a l i z e d . "

S u c h c o n c e p t s a s s e l f - e s t e e m c a n b e v i e w e d a s c a r r y - o v e r s f r o m t h e N e w
A g e m o v e m e n t t h a t h a v e l e f t m o s t o f t h e i r r e l i g i o u s b a g g a g e b e h i n d . 6 u t
t h e a r t i c l e g i v e s o t h e r e x a m p l e s o f t h i s n e w k i n d o f s o c i a l s e r v i c e t h a t
a r e f a r f r o m s e c u l a r . T h e A l i a n z a D o m i n i c a n a , a s o c i a l s e r v i c e c e n t e r f o r
i m m i g r a n t s f r o m t h e D o m i n i c a n R e p u b l i c i n t h e W a s h i n g t o n H e i g h t s s e c t i o n
o f N e w Y o r k C i t y , c a l l s i t s e l f " h o l i s t i c , " a s i t j o i n s t o g e t h e r s e l f -
e s t e e m p r o g r a m s a n d D o m i n i c a n f o l k v e r s i o n s o f a r o m a t h e r a p y a n d
a c u p r e s s u r e t o h e a l a d d i c t i o n . A c o m m u n i t y c e n t e r f o r s t r e e t y o u t h s i n
t h e r e s o r t t o w n o f S a r a t o g a S p r i n g s , N . Y . , h a s o f f e r e d s u c h a c t i v i t i e s a s
S u fi d a n c i n g , s h a m a n i c d r u m m i n g , V i p a s s a n a m e d i t a t i o n , R e i k i t h e r a p y, a n d
t h e a t e r g a m e s . O n e o f t h e c e n t e r ' s l e a d e r s , E v a N a g e l , s a y s , " U n d e r n e a t h
t h e i r r e s i s t a n c e , t h e y ' r e r e a l l y h u n g r y f o r f o r m s [ o f m e a n i n g ] t h e y c a n
a c c e p t . T h e N a t i v e A m e r i c a n a n d p a g a n t r a d i t i o n s m e e t t h a t n e e d ; c h u r c h
d o e s n ' t . I f y o u t r y R o b e r t ' s R u l e s o f O r d e r , t h e y r u n o u t o f t h e r o o m . I f
y o u p a s s t h e t a l k i n g s t i c k , t h e y ' l l t a k e i t . " [ W h i l e t h e N e w A g e m o v e m e n t
w a s l a r g e l y v i e w e d a s a n i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c q u a s i - r e l i g i o n i n t h e 1 9 8 0 s ,

M^this article suggests that the New Age can also be adapted in the^^d i rec t ions o f soc ia l concern and commun i ty - - va lues tha t a re repor ted ly
c a r r y i n g m o r e a p p e a l i n t h e 1 9 9 0 s . ] ( N e w A g e J o u r n a l , 3 4 2 W e s t e r n A v e . ,
B r i g h t o n , M A 0 2 1 3 5 )

SOUTHERN BAPTIST SCHOOLS SECULARIZING DUE TO CONFLICT?
T h e c o n t i n u i n g c o n fl i c t b e t w e e n c o n s e r v a t i v e s a n d m o d e r a t e s i n t h e
S o u t h e r n B a p t i s t C o n v e n t i o n " i s c h a n g i n g t h e f a c e o f h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n a s
u n i v e r s i t i e s a n d s e m i n a r i e s o n c e fi r m l y t i e d t o t h e [ S o u t h e r n B a p t i s t
C o n v e n t i o n ] u n d e r g o t r a u m a t i c u p h e a v a l a n d , i n s o m e c a s e s , p u r g e s , o r
s e v e r t i e s w i t h f u n d a m e n t a l i s t s a n d b e c o m e e s s e n t i a l l y s e c u l a r
i n s t i t u t i o n s , " r e p o r t s t h e W a s h i n g t o n P o s t ( F e b r u a r y 1 3 ) . A i m i n g a t t h e
a l l e g e d l i b e r a l t e n d e n c i e s o f u n i v e r s i t y f a c u l t i e s , " c o n s e r v a t i v e s a r e
changing the memberships of boards of trustees, which in turn are hiring^
a n d fi r i n g s c h o o l p r e s i d e n t s , w h o i n t u r n h i r e a n d fi r e f a c u l t y m e m b e r s , "
w r i t e s W i l l i a m B o o t h . A l r e a d y s u c h s c h o o l s a s B a y l o r i n W a c o , T e x . ,
F u r m a n i n G r e e n v i l l e , S . C . , a n d W a k e F o r e s t i n W i n s t o n - S a l e m , N . C . , h a v e
d i s t a n c e d t h e m s e l v e s f r o m t h e f u n d a m e n t a l i s t l e a d e r s h i p i n t h e i r s t a t e s ,
w h i l e s m a l l e r s c h o o l s h a v e m o v e d m o r e t o t h e c o n s e r v a t i v e a g e n d a . S a m f o r d
U n i v e r s i t y i n B i r m i n g h a m , A l a b a m a i s o n e o f t h e f e w u n i v e r s i t i e s w h e r e
c o n s e r v a t i v e s a n d m o d e r a t e s a r e c o - e x i s t i n g ( a l t h o u g h c o n s e r v a t i v e
a c t i v i s t s a r e t a r g e t i n g t h e s c h o o l f o r a l l o w i n g n o n - e v a n g e l i c a l
i n fl u e n c e s , s u c h a s s p e a k e r s f a v o r i n g p r o - c h o i c e o n a b o r t i o n . ) T h e
c o n fl i c t h a s f o r c e d t h e s c h o o l s t o r e t h i n k t h e i r C h r i s t i a n i d e n t i t y a n d
i t s b o u n d a r i e s : " W h a t e v e r y o n e i s t r y i n g t o fi g u r e o u t i s , w h a t d o w e
m e a n w h e n w e s a y w e ' r e a C h r i s t i a n u n i v e r s i t y i n t h e 1 9 9 0 s ? " s a y s o n e
c o n s e r v a t i v e l e a d e r .
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CHRISTIAN RIGHT REENERGIZES WITH ANT I-HOMOSEXUAL ACTIVISM
I n a s w i f t r e v e r s a l o f m o m e n t u m , t h e C h r i s t i a n R i g h t h a s f o u n d n e w l i f e
and fund ing in oppos i t i on to Pres iden t B i l l C l in ton 's soc ia l agenda .
Chr ist ian Right act iv ists are finding strong support for their prol i fe,
ant i -homosexual agenda af ter being wr i t ten off s ince the Republ ican Party
convention as being too negative. The New York Times (February 1) reports
t h a t t h e p u b l i c u p r o a r o v e r C l i n t o n ' s p l a n s t o l i f t t h e b a n o n
homosexuals in the mi l i ta ry has, in the judgement o f severa l spec ia l is ts
on the Chr is t ian R igh t , been t rans formed in to p lanned po l i t i ca l
resistance embracing a wider fo l lowing than those support ing the Pat
Robertson or Pat Buchanan presidential campaigns. With leadership and
donor mailing lists being furnished by the Traditional Values Coalition,
Robe r t son ' s Ch r i s t i an Coa l i t i on and o the r r e l i g i ous l y connec ted ac t i v i s t
g roups , Chr i s t ian R igh t i s ts a re appea l ing to the genera l pub l i c fo r
d e n u n c i a t i o n o f C l i n t o n ' s p r o p o s a l .

C i t i n g t h e s t r o n g o p p o s i t i o n b y t h e J o i n t C h i e f s o f S t a f f a n d t h e i r o w n
deeply felt convictions that the Bible condemns such sexual expression,
sizeable numbers of Americans are now reenergized to carry on a fight
they had seemingly lost after the fallout of opposition to the negative
tone of much of the Republican convention. Meanwhile, Randall Terry of
the anti-abortion effort Operation Rescue has been increasingly focusing
on gay r ights issues in the wake of Cl inton's proposals. The Nat ional &
International Religion Report (February 8) reports that Terry is"leading
part of the pro-life movement to join with the anti-gay activists as they
present a un i ted f ront against var ious Cl in ton measures, f rom gay r ights
to f e ta l t i s sue resea rch . (Na t i ona l & I n te rna t i ona l Re l i g i on Repo r t , P.O .
B o x 2 1 4 3 3 , R o a n o k e , V A 2 4 0 1 8 ) - - B y E r l i n g J o r s t a d . ^

CURRENT RESEARCH: recent findings on religious attitudes and behavior
* Partake of enough popular media and one might suspect that the term
spir i tual i ty" is gradual ly replacing the more tradi t ional designat ionsof "religion" and "religious." But a recent survey suggests that the

phenomenon of describing oneself as "spiritual," a term often used by
t h o s e i n fl u e n c e d b y N e w A g e c u r r e n t s a n d o t h e r f o r m s o f n o n - i n s t i t u t i o n a 1
religion, is not replacing older se1f-descriptions, according to News
From The Center for the Study of Religion and American Culture (January).
The survey, conducted by the Indiana University-Purdue University Public
Opinion Laboratory, found that 81.4 percent of the respondents descr ibed
t h e m s e l v e s a s r e l i g i o u s , w h i l e 8 2 . 2 p e r c e n t d e s c r i b e d t h e m s e l v e s a s
spiritual. Those aged 25-34 and 45-54 were slightly over 4.5 percent more
l ike ly to ca l l themselves sp i r i tua l , and those aged 55-64 were 6 .4
p e r c e n t m o r e l i k e l y t o d o s o . B u t t h o s e a g e d 1 8 - 2 4 a n d 3 5 - 4 4 w e r e a b o u t
as l ikely to descr ibe themselves one way as the other. People l iv ing on
the West Coast were 5.9 percent more l ikely to describe themselves as
s p i r i t u a l r a t h e r t h a n r e l i g i o u s , w i t h 6 . 2 p e r c e n t o f t h o s e i n t h e
Mountain region and 7.8 of those in the South Central region more l ikely
t o d o s o .

Editor Charles Al len concludes that the preference among Americans to
describe themselves as spiritual instead of religious "may not be as ^
p r o n o u n c e d o n a n a t i o n a l l e v e l a s m i g h t h a v e b e e n e x p e c t e d . W h i l e t h e
term does seem more popular in certain age groups and regions, the
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r e s u l t s a g a i n s e e m t o r u n c o u n t e r t o w h a t o n e m i g h t h a v e e x p e c t e d .
^ S p i r i t u a l i t y ' d o e s n o t b e c o m e u n i f o r m l y m o r e p o p u l a r w i t h a d e c r e a s e i n
a g e , n o r d o e s i t s p o p u l a r i t y u n i f o r m l y i n c r e a s e a s o n e m o v e s w e s t . "
( C e n t e r f o r t h e S t u d y o f R e l i g i o n a n d A m e r i c a n C u l t u r e , l U P U l , 4 2 5 U n i v ,
B l v d . , R m . 3 4 4 , I n d i a n a p o 1 i s , I N 4 6 2 0 2 - 5 1 4 0 )

* T h e R e l i g i o n & S o c i e t y R e p o r t ( F e b r u a r y ) c i t e s a s u r v e y b y M o s c o w
s o c i a l s c i e n t i s t s L u d m i l a V o r o n t s o v a a n d S e r g e i F i l a t o v w h e r e i t w a s
f o u n d t h a t R u s s i a n s a r e v e r y r e l i g i o u s b u t n o t v e r y C h r i s t i a n , a l t h o u g h
t h e y r e m a i n a t t a c h e d t o t h e R u s s i a n O r t h o d o x C h u r c h a s a c u l t u r a l
i n s t i t u t i o n . O n l y 2 9 p e r c e n t o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n h o l d t h e C h r i s t i a n f a i t h ,
b u t i n t e r e s t i n r e i n c a r n a t i o n , t h e d e v i l , t e l e p a t h y , e x t r a t e r r e s t r i a 1
b e i n g s , a s t r o l o g y , a n d o t h e r s u p e r n a t u r a l f o r c e s i s w i d e s p r e a d .
S t r a n g e l y , l a r g e n u m b e r s o f t h o s e i d e n t i f y i n g t h e m s e l v e s a s n o n -
C h r i s t i a n s a t t e n d R u s s i a n O r t h o d o x s e r v i c e s . T w e n t y f o u r p e r c e n t o f s e l f -
i d e n t i fi e d a t h e i s t s , 3 0 p e r c e n t o f t h o s e b e l o n g i n g t o n o n - C h r i s t i a n f o l k
r e l i g i o n s , a n d 2 5 p e r c e n t o f " d o u b t e r s " s a y t h e y a t t e n d O r t h o d o x s e r v i c e s
b e c a u s e o f t h e b e a u t y a n d s o l e m n i t y o f t h e l i t u r g y . ( R e l i g i o n & S o c i e t y
R e p o r t , 9 3 4 M a i n S t . , R o c k f o r d , I L 6 1 1 0 3 )

A m a j o r i t y o f G e r m a n C a t h o l i c w o m e n b e l i e v e t h e c h u r c h t o b e a m a l e -
d o m i n a t e d a n d o p p r e s s i v e i n s t i t u t i o n w i t h n o t m u c h s e n s i t i v i t y f o r
w o m e n ' s c o n c e r n s , a c c o r d i n g t o a r e c e n t p o l l . T h e p o l l , c o n d u c t e d b y
G e r m a n y ' s A l l e n s b a c h I n s t i t u t e , a l s o fi n d s t h a t m o s t w o m e n r e j e c t
C a t h o l i c t e a c h i n g s o n c o n t r a c e p t i o n , d i v o r c e a n d c e l i b a c y , a c c o r d i n g t o
t h e N a t i o n a l C a t h o l i c R e g i s t e r ( F e b r u a r y 2 1 ) . W h i l e o n t h e p e r s o n a l a n d
p a r i s h l e v e l a n d i n p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n C a t h o l i c o r g a n i z a t i o n s , m a n y w o m e n
f e e l c o m f o r t a b l e w i t h c h u r c h l i f e , e v e n a m o n g t h i s g r o u p m o s t r e j e c t t h e
C a t h o l i c p o s i t i o n s o n b i r t h c o n t r o l , d i v o r c e a n d c e l i b a c y . O f t h i s g r o u p ,
a c l e a r m a j o r i t y a l s o r e j e c t s a b o r t i o n . B u t a m o n g a l l t h e r e s p o n d e n t s ,
t w o - t h i r d s d o n o t s u p p o r t t h e c h u r c h ' s p r o l i f e s t a n c e ; a s i m i l a r
p e r c e n t a g e b e l i e v e s t h a t t h e c h u r c h i s a p u b l i c i n s t i t u t i o n w h e r e
e q u a l i t y f o r w o m e n i s h a r d e s t t o c o m e b y . O n l y 1 1 p e r c e n t s a y t h e y
b e l i e v e t h a t m e n a n d w o m e n h a v e t h e s a m e o p p o r t u n i t i e s i n t h e c h u r c h .
( N a t i o n a l C a t h o l i c R e g i s t e r , 1 2 7 0 0 V e n t u r a B l v d . , S u i t e 2 0 0 , S t u d i o C i t y ,
O A 9 1 6 0 4 )

MORE INCLUSIVE ECUMENISM DEVELOPING IN COUNCILS OF CHURCHES

A l t h o u g h m a n y h a v e s o u n d e d t h e d e a t h k n e l l o n o r g a n i z e d e c u m e n i s m i n
r e c e n t y e a r s , l o c a l e c u m e n i c a l e f f o r t s , s u c h a s n a t i o n a l c o u n c i l s o f
c h u r c h e s , a r e b e i n g " r e p a c k a g e d " a n d m a y b e g e t t i n g a n e w l e a s e o n l i f e ,
a c c o r d i n g t o t h e e v a n g e l i c a l W o r l d m a g a z i n e ( F e b r u a r y 1 3 ) . " S o m e t i m e s
t h e y a p p e a r t o b e s t a r t i n g ' f r o m s c r a t c h ' w i t h n e w n a m e s a n d g o v e r n i n g
d o c u m e n t s , b u t m o r e o f t e n t h a n n o t t h e y ' r e t h e o l d e c u m e n i c a l t y p e s
b r i n g i n g i n n e w s u p p o r t . T h e m a j o r s o u r c e o f f r e s h b l o o d a n d m o n e y i s
u s u a l l y t h e R o m a n C a t h o l i c C h u r c h . " T h i s t r e n d h a s n o t m a d e a n a p p e a r a n c e
i n t h e U . S . y e t ( t h e N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l o f C h u r c h e s i n t h e U . S . d o e s n o t
h a v e t h e C a t h o l i c C h u r c h a s a m e m b e r , a l t h o u g h C a t h o l i c s h a v e j o i n e d
r e g i o n a l e c u m e n i c a l c o u n c i l s ) , b u t i n o t h e r c o u n t r i e s t h e b i s h o p ' s
c o n f e r e n c e s o r o t h e r n a t i o n a l r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f t h e C a t h o l i c h i e r a r c h y
h a v e j o i n e d t h e f o r m e r l y P r o t e s t a n t ( o r P r o t e s t a n t a n d O r t h o d o x )
c o u n c i 1 s .

I n C a n a d a , t h e c o n f e r e n c e o f C a t h o l i c b i s h o p s i s a n a s s o c i a t e m e m b e r o f
t h e c o u n c i l o f c h u r c h e s . " O v e r s e a s t h e t r e n d h a s g o n e m u c h f u r t h e r , "
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r e p o r t s t h e m a g a z i n e . N o r w a y a n d S w e d e n b o t h h a v e n e w ' C h r i s t i a n
c o u n c i l s * t h i s y e a r . T h e d o m i n a n t s t a t e L u t h e r a n C h u r c h i s r e p r e s e n t e d i n
e a c h , a s i s t h e m i n o r i t y R o m a n C a t h o l i c C h u r c h , a n d s u c h d e n o m i n a t i o n s a s
t h e B a p t i s t s , E a s t e r n O r t h o d o x , a n d t h e S a l v a t i o n A r m y . A r e c e n t a n n u a l
m e e t i n g o f t h e C o u n c i l s o f C h u r c h e s i n E u r o p e i n c l u d e d a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e
o f t h e C o u n c i l o f E u r o p e a n ( C a t h o l i c ) B i s h o p s ' C o n f e r e n c e s , t h e m a i n
r e a s o n b e i n g t h e " i n c r e a s i n g f u l l m e m b e r s h i p o f t h e R o m a n C a t h o l i c c h u r c h
i n n a t i o n a l c o u n c i l o f c h u r c h e s . " ( W o r l d , B o x 2 3 3 0 , A s h e v i l l e , N C 2 8 8 0 2 )

ENGLISH CHRISTIANITY CHANGING BECAUSE OF THE CATHOLIC OPTION?
S i n c e t h e C h u r c h o f E n g l a n d ' s d e c i s i o n t o o r d a i n w o m e n l a s t N o v e m b e r,
v a r i o u s o b s e r v e r s h a v e n o t e d t h a t c h a n g e s i n t h e l a n d s c a p e o f E n g l i s h
C h r i s t i a n i t y m a y b e i n t h e w o r k s . W h i l e t h e r e h a v e b e e n f o r e c a s t s o f a
s c h i s m b y t r a d i t i o n a l i s t s a n d p r o p o s a l s w h e r e t h e y w o u l d s t a y i n t h e
church without being obliged to accept women priests [see January RW], a
wi ld card has recent ly been in t roduced in to these de l ibera t ions by the
R o m a n C a t h o l i c s . B r i t i s h C a t h o l i c C a r d i n a l B a s i l H u m e r e c e n t l y a n n o u n c e d
t h a t h e i s d i s c u s s i n g w i t h t r a d i t i o n a l i s t A n g l i c a n s a n a r r a n g e m e n t w h e r e
t h e y w o u l d c o m e u n d e r t h e a u t h o r i t y o f t h e p o p e b u t w o u l d b e a l l o w e d t o
k e e p m u c h o f t h e i r A n g l i c a n i d e n t i t y - - s u c h a s t h e i r l i t u r g y a n d t h e i r
p r a c t i c e o f a m a r r i e d p r i e s t h o o d . U n d e r s u c h a n a r r a n g e m e n t , w h o l e
par ishes cou ld swi tch over to the au thor i ty o f a loca l Catho l ic b ishop.
T h e p r o p o s a l i s n o t f a r - f e t c h e d , s i n c e t h e r e h a v e b e e n e x - E p i s c o p a l
p a r i s h e s i n t h e U . S . t h a t h a v e k e p t a p a r t o f t h e i r A n g l i c a n h e r i t a g e
w h i l e t r a n s f e r r i n g t o R o m e .

I f the a r rangement works ou t and many t rad i t iona l i s t p r ies ts - -sa id to
number about 3,000-- take Rome's cue, Britain's The Economist (February
20) forecasts that there could be "b ig consequences" for Chr is t ians in
England. I t would change the character of Cathol ic ism in England, making
i t m o r e E n g l i s h ( a n d l e s s I r i s h ) a n d b r i n g i n g i n a b a t c h o f m a r r i e d
c l e r g y m e n . A s f o r t h e C h u r c h o f E n g l a n d , i t s t r o u b l e d fi n a n c e s w o u l d
suffer a bad b low. And ta lk o f d isestab l ishment , a l ready r i fe in the wake
o f t h e Q u e e n ' s a n n u s h o r r i b i l i s , w o u l d i n t e n s i f y ; t h e c h u r c h s h e h e a d s
w o u l d b e s e e n t o b e n o l o n g e r t h e l a r g e s t i n t h e l a n d . N o w o n d e r s e n i o r
Ang l icans are eager to avo id a sp l i t . " Ear ly on, ve teran Angl ican
observer Wi l l i am Odd ie p red ic ted a " rea l ignment o f Eng l i sh Chr is t ian i t y "
r e s u l t i n g f r o m s u c h a s p l i t w i t h i n t h e C h u r c h o f E n g l a n d i n t h e L o n d o n -
b a s e d m a g a z i n e T h e S p e c t a t o r ( D e c e m b e r 1 9 - 2 6 ) . O d d i e w r i t e s t h a t " W i t h o u t
i t s m o s t r e s o l u t e A n g l o - C a t h o l i c s , t h e C h u r c h o f E n g l a n d c o u l d ,
paradox ica l l y, be more un i ted than a t any t ime in i t s h is to ry. Ang l i can
r e u n i o n , fi r s t w i t h t h e M e t h o d i s t C h u r c h , t h e n w i t h t h e U n i t e d R e f o r m e d
and o ther l ibera l Pro tes tant churches, cou ld soon fo l low the depar ture o f
mos t o f t hose who in the pas t have opposed such schemes . " (The Economis t ,
10 Rocke fe l l e r P laza , New Yo rk , NY 10020 )

ETHNIC CONFLICT INTENSIFYING AMONG EASTERN ORTHODOX IN ISRAEL
A d i f fe ren t k ind o f M idd le Eas t c r i s i s has been in tens i f y ing in recen t
m o n t h s b e t w e e n t h e m o s t l y A r a b l a i t y o f t h e G r e e k O r t h o d o x C h u r c h i n
Israe l and the i r Greek leaders. The Nat ional Cathol ic Regis ter (February
7) reports that a schism may be looming in the 66,000 member church, asmembers are increasingly protesting mistreatment by the church hierarchy ^
and accus ing leaders o f profit ing f rom sa les o f va luab le church proper ty
in the Ho ly Land te r r i to ry. A rab church ac t i v i s ts a re p lann ing lega l
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a c t i o n s , b o y c o t t s , a n d a m e d i a c a m p a i g n a g a i n s t t h e h i e r a r c h y o v e r s u c h
i s s u e s . T h e c o n fl i c t i s t h e r e s u l t o f m o r e t h a n a c e n t u r y o f G r e e k
d o m i n a t i o n i n w h a t i s e s s e n t i a l l y a n A r a b c h u r c h . M e m b e r s o f t h e r u l i n g
C h u r c h S y n o d a r e a l l G r e e k n a t i o n a l s , a n d t h e c h u r c h i s p o l i t i c a l l y
b a c k e d b y t h e G r e e k g o v e r n m e n t . A r a b p r i e s t s u s u a l l y d o n ' t a t t a i n
l e a d e r s h i p p o s i t i o n s b e c a u s e m o s t o f t h e h i e r a r c h y i s d r a w n f r o m t h e
B r o t h e r h o o d o f t h e H o l y S e p u l c h e r , a c h u r c h o r d e r w h i c h o n l y a d m i t s G r e e k
m o n k s .

U r i M o r , h e a d o f t h e C h r i s t i a n o f fi c e i n t h e I s r a e l i R e l i g i o u s M i n i s t r y
a d m i t s t h a t " T h e G r e e k s d o n ' t s e e m t o c a r e m u c h a b o u t t h e w e l f a r e o f
t h e i r c o m m u n i t y . " A g o o d d e a l o f c o n fl i c t a l s o t o u c h e s o n t h e
P a l e s t i n i a n - i s r a e l i s i t u a t i o n . C h u r c h m e m b e r s h a v e c r i t i c i z e d h o w
p r e s i d i n g P a t r i a r c h D i o d o r u s c o n t i n u e s t o l e a s e t h e i r l a n d a n d p a t r i m o n y
t o I s r a e l i d e v e l o p e r s , a n d a l l e g e d l y s e n d s t h e m o n e y b a c k t o G r e e c e
t o s u p p o r t t h e G r e e k c h u r c h a n d t h e f a m i l i e s o f p r i e s t s . T h e I s r a e l i
g o v e r n m e n t a l s o t e n d s t o p r o t e c t t h e G r e e k l e a d e r s b y s u p p o r t i n g a 1 9 t h
c e n t u r y l a w w h i c h f a v o r s t h e h i e r a r c h y ' s a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f t h e H o l y
p l a c e s . A s m a l l s c h i s m h a s a l r e a d y t a k e n p l a c e , w h i c h i s k n o w n a s t h e
A r a b O r t h o d o x C h u r c h . T h e c h u r c h h a s p a s s e d r e s o l u t i o n s c a l l i n g f o r A r a b
b i s h o p s , A r a b a s t h e o f fi c i a l l a n g u a g e ( m o s t G r e e k O r t h o d o x l e a d e r s d o n ' t
s p e a k A r a b ) , t h e r e c o g n i t i o n o f t h e P a l e s t i n e L i b e r a t i o n O r g a n i z a t i o n ,
a n d f o r J e r u s a l e m t o b e c r o w n e d t h e c a p i t a l o f P a l e s t i n e . B u t e v e n
m o d e r a t e s a r e s a y i n g t h a t s c h i s m m a y b e t h e o n l y s o l u t i o n t o t h e
c o n fl i c t . M e a n w h i l e , t h e C h r i s t i a n To u c h s t o n e m a g a z i n e ( F a l l 1 9 9 2 )
r e p o r t s t h a t t h o u s a n d s o f d i s s a t i s fi e d G r e e k O r t h o d o x m e m b e r s i n I s r a e l
h a v e l e f t t h e c h u r c h i n r e c e n t y e a r s t o j o i n P r o t e s t a n t a n d C a t h o l i c
d e n o m i n a t i o n s . ( To u c h s t o n e , 3 3 0 0 We s t C u l l o m Av e . , C h i c a g o , I L 6 0 6 1 8 -
1 2 1 8 )

^ WORLD NOTES

* A s W e s t e r n r e l i g i o n s a r e b e i n g t r a n s l a t e d f o r u s e i n E a s t e r n E u r o p e a n d
t h e f o r m e r S o v i e t U n i o n , s o m e u n u s u a l c u l t u r e g a p s a r e a p p e a r i n g . I n t h e
i n d e p e n d e n t M o r m o n m a g a z i n e S U n s t o n e ( S e p t e m b e r ) , a l e t t e r w r i t e r
recently working in a mission in Hungary reports that "Sunday school
l e s s o n s w e r e a s t r a n g e c o m b i n a t i o n o f p o l i t i c s , r e l i g i o n a n d s c i e n c e
fi c t i o n . L i k e e a r l y m e m b e r s o f t h e C h u r c h i n o t h e r c o u n t r i e s , t h e s e
S a i n t s t e n d t o b r i n g i n t h e i r o w n t r a d i t i o n s f r o m t h e p a s t . " T h e t e r m
H u n g a r i a n M o r m o n s u s e d f o r f a i t h w a s " t e l e p a t h y, " w h i l e t h e t e r m f o r
f a s t i n g w a s a " g r e a t s y n e r g y. " ( S u n s t o n e , 3 3 1 S o u t h R i o G r a n d e S t . , S u i t e
2 0 6 , S a l t L a k e C i t y, U T 8 4 1 0 1 - 11 3 6 )

* R e l i g i o n o n I t a l i a n t e l e v i s i o n i s u n d e r g o i n g a r e v i v a l , a c c o r d i n g t o
T h e Ta b l e t . ( J a n u a r y 2 3 ) a B r i t i s h C a t h o l i c m a g a z i n e . W h i l e i n t h e p a s t
t h e I t a l i a n s e c u l a r m e d i a h a v e g i v e n l i t t l e a t t e n t i o n t o r e l i g i o u s i s s u e s
o r t r e a t e d r e l i g i o n i n a s a n c t i m o n i o u s s t y l e , t o d a y s t a t e t e l e v i s i o n
c h a n n e l R A I - 2 ( t h e S o c i a l i s t P a r t y c h a n n e l ) i s f e a t u r i n g fi v e - m i n u t e
s lo t s o f Pope John Pau l I I be tween soap ope ras . The Commun is t , o r now ex -
C o m m u n i s t , c h a n n e l ' s m a n a g e m e n t h a s d i s t r i b u t e d t o a l l i t s j o u r n a l i s t s
M i l a n ' s C a r d i n a l C a r l o M a r t i n i ' s r e c e n t b o o k l e t o n t h e m a s s m e d i a .
I t a l i a n t e l e v i s i o n h a s r e c e n t l y f e a t u r e d a m u s i c p r o g r a m c a l l e d " R o c k
Cafe," hosted by a pr iest , as wel l as pr iest -hosted ser ies on eth ics and
o n t h e Te n C o m m a n d m e n t s . T h e r e l i g i o u s p r e s e n c e o n T V m i r r o r s a g r o w i n g
a t t e n t i o n t o r e l i g i o n t h r o u g h o u t I t a l i a n s o c i e t y , e v i d e n c e d i n t h e s w i f t
s a l e s o f t h e n e w C a t h o l i c c a t e c h i s m , a n d t h e i n c r e a s e d s p a c e a l l o t e d t o
C a t h o l i c s p o k e s m e n i n t h e d a i l y n e w s p a p e r s . S o m e h a v e c r i t i c i z e d w h a t
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they see as a c ler ica l invasion of the publ ic sphere, but others say the
phenomenon is occurring because many polit icians have been discredited by
recent financ ia l scandals , and due to d isor ienta t ion caused by the
r e c e s s i o n a n d t h e f a l l o f c o m m u n i s m . D e s p i t e t h e m e d i a ' s n e w a t t e n t i o n t o
re l ig ion, there has been no decrease of te lev is ion programming that is
d e e m e d m o r a l l y o f f e n s i v e ; o n e o b s e r v e r s a y s " I t a l i a n t e l e v i s i o n i s
becoming as superficial as American television." (The Tablet, 48 Great
P e t e r S t . , L o n d o n , S W T P 2 H B E N G L A N D )

* China has t ightened rest r ic t ions on Buddhis t monaster ies in Tibet
during the last year, according to the Washington Post (February 6).
Samdong Rinpoche, leader of Tibet 's par l iament which is in exi le in
Ind ia , recent ly sa id tha t the Ch inese have severe ly res t r i c ted the
abi l i ty o f young Buddhis t monks to rece ive re l ig ious educat ion in the
largest monasteries and have reduced ration cards issued to monks and
n u n s . A n o t h e r l e a d e r s a y s t h a t r e l i g i o u s e d u c a t i o n h a s d e t e r i o r a t e d t o
the point that many young monks know little about Buddha's teachings. The
C h i n e s e g o v e r n m e n t i s n o w p e r m i t t i n g s o m e o u t w a r d m a n i f e s t a t i o n s o f
r e l i g i o u s a c t i v i t i e s a n d r e c e n t l y g a v e fi n a n c i a l a s s i s t a n c e f o r t h e
rebu i ld ing o f severa l monas ter ies des t royed dur ing the cu l tu ra l
r e v o l u t i o n . B u t T i b e t a n B u d d h i s t l e a d e r s c l a i m i t i s a s h o w a i m e d a t
conv inc ing fo re igne rs t ha t re l i g i ous f reedom i s pe rm i t t ed i n Tibe t .
* There is a resurgence of rituals and beliefs in saints or "holy men"
a m o n g M o r o c c a n J e w s i n I s r a e l , w h i c h i s b r i n g i n g a c u l t u r a l " b o o s t " t o
this minority group, according to the New York Times (February 14). in
r e c e n t y e a r s t h e g r a v e o f R a b b i Y i s r a e l A b u h a t z e r a i n t h e d e s e r t t o w n o f
Netivot has become the center of a "rapidly growing cult ." The tomb of
the rabbi is said to possess divine power that heals the sick and grants
p r o s p e r i t y . T h e a n n u a l p i l g r i m a g e s a n d c e l e b r a t i o n s t h a t d r a w
thousands to the tomb have become a commercial growth industry for the
Moroccan Jews. "Some scholars say the surging popularity of such
p i l g r i m a g e s s i g n a l s a n e w a s s e r t i v e n e s s b y M o r o c c a n J e w s " i n I s r a e l i
soc ie ty, where the o ffic ia l "me l t i ng po t " po l i cy has o f ten f rowned on
t h e i r d i s t i n c t i v e t r a d i t i o n s .

CORRECTION: The first sentence of last month's cover story was garbled
dur ing the fina l copy ed i t ing o f the newsle t ter. The opening sentence
should have read: "American Catholic opinion-makers appear to be
increasingly making the observat ion that Cathol ic ism is moving f rom a
mainstream to a more countercu1tura 1 stance in U.S. culture, especial ly
d u r i n g t h e C l i n t o n a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . "

Religion Watch
P. O . B o x 6 5 2

North Belimore, N.Y. 11710
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* T h e S p r i n g i s s u e o f t h e B u d d h i s t m a g a z i n e T r i c y c l e f e a t u r e s a s p e c i a l
s e c t i o n o n B u d d h i s m a n d s o c i a l a c t i o n . I n t h e p a s t f e w y e a r s B u d d h i s t
l e a d e r s a n d p r a c t i t i o n e r s h a v e c h a l l e n g e d t h e v i e w ( n o t j u s t i fi e d b y
B u d d h i s t h i s t o r y o r d o c t r i n e , a c c o r d i n g t o s o m e s p e c i a l i s t s ) t h a t
B u d d h i s m p r o m o t e s o n l y p e r s o n a l t r a n s f o r m a t i o n a t t h e e x p e n s e o f s o c i a l
c o n c e r n . T h e s e c t i o n c a r r i e s a r t i c l e s o n t h e r e c e n t o r i g i n s o f B u d d h i s t
s o c i a l a c t i o n , s t a r t i n g w i t h Z e n l e a d e r T h i c h N h a t H a n h a n d h i s
n o n p a r t i s a n B u d d h i s t m o v e m e n t p r o t e s t i n g t h e V i e t n a m W a r ; a n a c c o u n t o f
r e c e n t B u d d h i s t p r o t e s t a g a i n s t n u c l e a r w e a p o n s ; a n d a n i n t e r v i e w w i t h
a c t i v i s t J o a n n a M a c y . T h e a p p r o a c h t o s o c i a l a c t i o n s e e m s t o b e e c l e c t i c ,
w i t h o n e a c t i v i s t w r i t i n g ; " T h e c h a l l e n g e i s t o t a k e t h e W e s t e r n s o c i a l
j u s t i c e t r a d i t i o n , a s e m b o d i e d i n t h e D e c l a r a t i o n o f I n d e p e n d e n c e ,
a n a r c h i s t t r a d i t i o n s , M a r x i s t p h i l o s o p h y , a n d o t h e r s o c i a l c r i t i q u e s , a n d
c o m b i n e i t w i t h t h e p r o f o u n d u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f p e r s o n a l l i b e r a t i o n o f f e r e d
b y B u d d h i s m . " T h e i s s u e c o s t s $ 6 a n d i s a v a i l a b l e f r o m : T r i c y c l e , 1 6 3 W .
2 2 n d S t . , N e w Y o r k , N Y 1 0 0 1 1 .

* T h e F e b r u a r y 1 5 i s s u e o f C o n t e x t i s d e v o t e d t o r e l i g i o u s t r e n d s t h a t
w i l l u n f o l d d u r i n g t h e n e x t fi v e y e a r s . T h e n e w s l e t t e r , w r i t t e n b y M a r t i n
M a r t y , a n o t e d i n t e r p r e t e r o f A m e r i c a n r e l i g i o n , c a p t u r e s a w i d e v a r i e t y
o f r e l i g i o u s c u r r e n t s ( m a n y c o v e r e d i n t h e p a g e s o f R W o v e r t h e y e a r s )
A n d o f f e r s s o m e p r o v o c a t i v e f o r e c a s t s , i n c l u d i n g ; c o n g r e g a t i o n s
i n c r e a s i n g l y u s i n g c o n s u m e r m o d e l s t o a t t r a c t t h e f a i t h f u l : t h e
c o n t i n u a t i o n o f r e l i g i o u s t r i b a l i s m a n d f u n d a m e n t a l i s m : a m o n g
e v a n g e l i c a l s , t h e " h i g h r i s k i n g , " " p r o b i n g , " a n d " e n v y i n g " o n c e
s u r r o u n d i n g t e l e v a n g e l i s m w i l l b e m o v i n g t o t h e m e g a c h u r c h e s ; " c r i s s c r o s s
e c u m e n i s m , " w h e r e s p o n t a n e o u s a n d l o c a l e c u m e n i s m r e p l a c e s o l d e r
b u r e a u c r a t i c m o d e l s o f c h u r c h u n i t y ; t h e m e r g i n g o f N e w A g e c u r r e n t s w i t h
m o r e e s t a b l i s h e d r e l i g i o n s . F o r m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n , w r i t e : C o n t e x t , 2 0 5 W .
M o n r o e S t . , C h i c a g o , I L 6 0 6 0 6 .

* A s e v i d e n c e o f t h e f e r m e n t r u n n i n g t h r o u g h c o n t e m p o r a r y C h r i s t i a n
d o c t r i n e , b o t h C a t h o l i c a n d P r o t e s t a n t , o n e o n l y n e e d s t o p a g e t h r o u g h A
N e w H a n d b o o k o f C h r i s t i a n T h e o l o g v ( A b i n g t o n , 1 9 9 3 ) . T h e b o o k , e d i t e d b y
D o n a l d M u s s e r a n d J o s e p h P r i c e , a t t e m p t s t o s u m m a r i z e i n 1 5 3 s h o r t e s s a y s
t H o s e t e a c h i n g s a n d i s s u e s w h i c h d o m i n a t e t h e r e l i g i o u s s c e n e t o d a y .
A v o w e d l y a r e w r i t e o f t h e l o n g s t a n d i n g H a n d b o o k o f C h r i s t i a n T h e o l o g y
p u b l i s h e d i n 1 9 5 8 , t h e b o o k ' s c o n t r i b u t o r s i n c l u d e a l a r g e v a r i e t y o f n e w
t h e m e s a n d i s s u e s f o r t h i s e d i t i o n : 4 5 i t e m s f r o m t h e o l d e d i t i o n w e r e
d r o p p e d , w h i l e 9 7 m o r e w e r e a d d e d . A t t h e f o r e f r o n t a r e a v a r i e t y o f
e s s a y s o n f e m i n i s t a n d e n v i r o n m e n t a l m a t t e r s , s u g g e s t i n g t h e e d i t o r s
b e l i e v e t h e s e t o b e t h e c u t t i n g e d g e s u b j e c t s f o r t h e f u t u r e o f t h e o l o g y .
T h e v o l u m e a l s o a d d s n e w s u m m a r i e s o f t h e o l o g i c a l d i s p u t e s o v e r
s e x u a l i t y , c i v i l r i g h t s , h e a l t h , a n d s e v e r a l o n t h e i m p l i c a t i o n s o f t h e
H o l o c a u s t f o r r e l i g i o u s f a i t h . T h e b o o k e s p o u s e s n o o n e o r t w o b r a n d s o f
t h e o l o g y , s u c h a s n e o ~ o r t h o d o x y o r l i b e r a l i s m . T h e e d i t o r s s t a t e t h a t
t h i s e c l e c t i c i s m d o e s j u s t i c e t o t h e c u r r e n t t h e o l o g i c a l s c e n e , v e r y m u c h
i n f e r m e n t o v e r b o t h i t s t o p i c a l a g e n d a a n d i t s f o r m s o f a n a l y s i s . — B y
E r l i n g J o r s t a d .
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1 ) A W A R E i s a n e w o r g a n i z a t i o n t h a t s e e s i t s e l f a s a n a l t e r n a t i v e t o
a n t i - c u l t g r o u p s a n d t h e i r c r i t i c a l a t t i t u d e t o w a r d " c u l t s " o r n e w
r e l i g i o u s m o v e m e n t s . A W A R E , w h i c h s t a n d s f o r t h e A s s o c i a t i o n o f W o r l d
A c A d e m i c s f o r R e l i g i o u s E d u c a t i o n , s e e k s t o d i s s e m i n a t e a c c u r a t e
i n f o r m a t i o n o n a l t e r n a t i v e a n d n o n - t r a d i t i o n a l r e l i g i o n s w i t h n o a t t e m p t
t o j u d g e s u c h m o v e m e n t s a s d a n g e r o u s o r u n s o u n d . T h e S a n t a B a r b a r a .
C a l i f . - b a s e d g r o u p p l a n s t o o f f e r " m e d i a t i o n s e r v i c e s " t o r e u n i t e
f a m i l i e s d i v i d e d b y m e m b e r s h i p i n n e w r e l i g i o u s m o v e m e n t s r a t h e r t h a n
d e p r o g r a m m i n g . A W A R E , d i r e c t e d b y J a m e s L e w i s o f t h e I n s t i t u t e f o r t h e
S t u d y o f A m e r i c a n R e l i g i o n , i s p a r t o f a n e f f o r t b y m a i n l y a c a d e m i c s o v e r
t h e p a s t d e c a d e t o d i s c r e d i t t h e a n t i - c u l t g r o u p s , o f t e n c i t i n g s t u d i e s
t h a t d i s m i s s t h e c l a i m t h a t s o - c a l l e d c u l t s e n g a g e i n " b r a i n w a s h i n g . "
F o r m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n , s e n d t o l A W A R E , 1 6 0 N . F a i r v i e w A v e . , S u i t e D 2 8 2 ,
G o l e t a , O A 9 3 1 1 7 . ( S o u r c e ! P r e s s R e l e a s e )

2 ) T h e C e n t e r f o r C h r i s t i a n - J e w i s h U n d e r s t a n d i n g i s p r o b a b l y t h e m o s t
e x t e n s i v e e f f o r t t o d a t e t o p r o v i d e t h e o l o g i c a l d i a l o g u e b e t w e e n t h e m a j o r
b r a n c h e s o f C h r i s t i a n i t y a n d J u d a i s m . F u n d e d b y i n d i v i d u a l d o n o r s a n d
b a s e d a t S a c r e d H e a r t U n i v e r s i t y , F a i r fi e l d . C o n n . , t h e c e n t e r o f f e r s
s p e c i a l i s t s f r o m C h r i s t i a n a n d J e w i s h t r a d i t i o n s t h e o p p o r t u n i t y f o r
p r o B i n g c o m m o n a n d d i v e r g e n t b e l i e f s . U n d e r t h e l e a d e r s h i p o f R a b b i J a c k
B e m p o r a d , t h e c e n t e r h a s h e l d s e v e r a l i n t e r f a i t h c o n f e r e n c e s w i t h t h e
m a n d a t e o f s p r e a d i n g t h e i r fi n d i n g s t o t h e g r a s s r o o t s c o n g r e g a t i o n s
a c r o s s t h e U . S . M o r e t h a n a n y o t h e r a c a d e m i c a l l y b a s e d t h i n k t a n k , t h e
c e n t e r h a s t h e s u p p o r t o f t h e l e a d e r s h i p o f t h e v a r i o u s f a i t h t r a d i t . i o n s
i t s p a r t i c i p a n t s r e p r e s e n t . A c c o r d i n g t o B e m p o r a d . t h e c e n t e r ' s t a s k h a s
b e e n e a s e d g r e a t l y i n r e c e n t y e a r s b y m o r e m o d e r a t e s t a n d s a m o n g
C h r i s t i a n s o n h o w t h e i r f a i t h r e l a t e s t o J u d a i s m , a n d b y r e l a x a t i o n o f
O r t h o d o x J e w i s h p r o h i b i t i o n s a g a i n s t i n c l u d i n g t h e o l o g y i n i n t e r - r e l i g i o u s
t a l k s . ( S o u r c e : L o s A n g e l e s T i m e s , F e b r u a r y 1 3 ) . — B y E r l i n g J o r s t . a d

3 ) T h e r e c e n t f o r m a t i o n o f t h e S o c i e t y o f C a t h o l i c S o c i a l S c i e n t i s t s
( S C S S ) r e p r e s e n t s a n a t t e m p t b y c o n s e ^ r v a t i v e C a t h o l i c s t o b r i n g a
C a t h o l i c a p p r o a c h t o s u c h fi e l d s a s s o c i o l o g y , p s y c h o l o g y a n d p o l i t i c a l
s c i e n c e . T h e s o c i e t y , w h i c h i s b a s e d a t t h e F r a n c i s c a n U n i v e r s i t y ,
S t e u B e n v i l l e , O h i o , w i l l a l s o s e e k t o a p p l y C a t h o l i c s o c i a l t e a c h i n g s t o
c o n t e m p o r a r y s o c i a l i s s u e s . O r g a n i z e r s o f t h e g r o u p s a y t h a t s i n c e
V a t i c a n I I t h e r e h a s b e e n t : h e l o s s a n d s e c u l a r i z a t i o n o f C a t h o l i c
p r o f e s s i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n t h e s o c i a l s c i e n c e s . A l s o i n fl u e n t i a l i n
t h e S C S S ' s f o r m a t i o n i s t h e v i e w t h a t r e c e n t r e s e a r c h o n A m e r i c a n
C a t h o l i c i s m d o n e b y l i b e r a l C a t h o l i c s h a s b e e n b i a s e d a g a i n s t C a t h o l i c
o r t h o d o x y . S C S S f o u n d e r s o c i o l o g i s t J o s e p h V a r a c a l l i s a y s , " W e f e e l t h a t
b i s h o p s a r e i n t . r o u b l e " o f t e n h a v i n g t . o r e l y o n r e s e a r c h b y C a t h o l i c
s c h o l a r s o r u n i v e r s i t i e s t h a t i s " a r e fl e c t i o n , f o r b e t t e r o r w o r s e , o f
mainstream secular research, wi t .h al l the biases that e nt . a i 1 s . . . We ' r e
h o p i n g t h a t b i s h o p s c a n c o m e t o u s a n d w e c a n p r o d u c e " r e s e a r c h f r o m a
C a t h o l i c p e r s p e c t i v e . S u c h i n fl u e n t i a l c h u r c h l e a d e r s a s C a r d i n a l J o h n
O ' C o n n o r h a v e g i v e n t h e i r s u p p o r t t o t h e s o c i e t y . A m o n g t h e p r o j e c t s t h e
s o c i e t y i s w o r k i n g o n i s a d e t a i l e d t h r e e p a r t a n a l y s i s o f C a t h o l i c
p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n A m e r i c a n p o l i t i c a l l i f e . ( S o u r c e ! L o n g I s l a n d C a t h o l i c ,
J a n u a r y 2 7 )
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