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S i n c e t h e r i o t s l a s t y e a r i n L o s A n g e l e s t h e r e h a s b e e n a r e n e w e d c o n c e r n
a n d i n v o l v e m e n t a m o n g r e l i g i o u s g r o u p s o n t h e s o c i a l a n d s p i r i t u a l
p r o b l e m s o f A m e r i c a n i n n e r - c i t i e s . S u c h a c t i v i t y i s e s p e c i a l l y e v i d e n t
a m o n g e v a n g e l i c a l c h u r c h e s w h i c h , u n l i k e C a t h o l i c a n d m a i n l i n e P r o t e s t a n t
g r o u p s , h a v e h a d l e s s o f a p r e s e n c e i n u r b a n a r e a s . T h e n e w i n v o l v e m e n t
r a n g e s f r o m c o n g r e g a t i o n s c u s t o m m a d e f o r b l i g h t e d u r b a n a r e a s t o e f f o r t s
i n c o m m u n i t y d e v e l o p m e n t a n d r a c i a l r e c o n c i l i a t i o n . B e l o w a r e s o m e
s n a p s h o t s o f t h e s e e m e r g i n g m i n i s t r i e s t h a t a p p e a r t o b e m a k i n g a n i m p a c t
o n t h e i n n e r - c i t i e s .

" A I D S a n d L . A . r i o t s h a v e s h a k e n u p t h e e v a n g e l i c a l s i n a g o o d w a y , " s a y s
R o d o l p h o C a r r a s c o , a n e d i t o r o f U r b a n F a m i l y , a n e v a n g e l i c a l m a g a z i n e o n
u r b a n a f f a i r s b a s e d i n P a s a d e n a , C a l i f . H e t o l d R E L I G I O N W A T C H t h a t t h e
u n r e s t o f a y e a r a g o h a s m o v e d e v a n g e l i c a l s " t o fi n a l l y g e t o n b o a r d w i t h
h o l i s t i c , e c o n o m i c - b a s e d c o m m u n i t y s e r v i c e . " E v a n g e l i c a l e f f o r t s i n t h e
i n n e r - c i t y h a v e l a r g e l y b e e n c o n c e r n e d w i t h e v a n g e l i s m , o r " h a r v e s t i n g "
m i n i s t r i e s , b u t n o w s u c h a c t i v i t y i s b e i n g j o i n e d w i t h c o m m u n i t y
d e v e l o p m e n t . S u c h d e v e l o p m e n t w o r k c a n m e a n s t a r t i n g a r e s o u r c e c e n t e r
f o r e x - p r i s o n e r s , d r u g r e h a b i l i t a t i o n , i n v e s t i n g i n n e i g h b o r h o o d
c o m p a n i e s a n d n e w e n t e r p r i s e s , a n d f o r m i n g p r o g r a m s t o s t r e n g t h e n
m a r r i a g e s . W h i l e t h i s t r e n d i s e v i d e n t a c r o s s t h e U . S . , C a r r a s c o s e e s i t s
s t r o n g e s t i m p a c t i n b l i g h t e d S o u t h C e n t r a l L . A . F o r e x a m p l e , V i c t o r y
O u t r e a c h i n S o u t h C e n t r a l h a s s t a r t e d a j o b - t r a i n i n g p r o g r a m a s p a r t o f
i t s p h i l o s o p h y t h a t c o n v e r s i o n n e e d s t o b e f o l l o w e d u p b y p r o g r a m s t h a t
h e l p p e o p l e t o b e " p i l l a r s o f t h e c o m m u n i t y . " M a n y e v a n g e l i c a l m i n i s t r i e s
h a v e m o v e d i n t o t h e a r e a , a n d " w i t h i n fi v e y e a r s y o u a r e l i k e l y t o s e e
s i g n i fi c a n t c o m m u n i t y d e v e l o p m e n t w o r k t h e r e , " C a r r a s c o s a y s .

T h e m o u n t i n g t o l l o f d e a t h s a n d s u f f e r i n g f r o m t h e A I D S c r i s i s h a s a l s o
p r o p e l l e d e v a n g e l i c a l s t o t u r n t h e i r a t t e n t i o n t o t h o s e a f fl i c t e d w i t h
t h e d i s e a s e , a c c o r d i n g t o C a r r a s c o . H e c o n fi r m s a r e p o r t l a s t y e a r f r o m
P a c i fi c N e w s S e r v i c e ( J u n e 1 - 5 ) w h i c h s a y s t h a t t h e r e h a v e b e e n a g r o w i n g
n u m b e r o f A I D S m i n i s t r i e s b e i n g r u n b y c o n s e r v a t i v e c o n g r e g a t i o n s i n
u r b a n a r e a s - - f r o m e v a n g e l i c a l t o M o r m o n . A c c o r d i n g t o t h e A I D S
I n t e r f a i t h N e t w o r k i n W a s h i n g t o n , a p p r o x i m a t e l y o n e - q u a r t e r o f t h e 8 5 0
c o n g r e g a t i o n - b a s e d A I D S m i n i s t r i e s a r e c o n s e r v a t i v e C h r i s t i a n . A n a t i o n a l
n e t w o r k o n A I D S i s s u e s h a s b e e n e s t a b l i s h e d b y M o r m o n s a f t e r
c o n g r e g a t i o n s , o r w a r d s , w e r e a f f e c t e d b y t h e d i s e a s e i n S a n F r a n c i s c o .
S u c h i n v o l v e m e n t h a s e v e n l e d t o c h a n g e s i n M o r m o n t h e o l o g y o n
h o m o s e x u a l i t y - - m a r r i a g e i s n o l o n g e r v i e w e d a s a c u r e f o r h o m o s e x u a l i t y,
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and homosexuality is off the "must excommunicate" list, reports Barbara
Kelley. Such involvement by conservative groups has also led to more
sympathetic attitudes toward homosexuals, though not acceptance of their
1 i f e s t y 1 e s .

Meanwhi le , a growing concern among evangel ica ls for rac ia l reconci l ia t ion
and uni ty may be a resul t o f , as wel l as a factor in , the i r involvement
i n t h e i n n e r - c i t i e s . C a r r a s c o n o t e s t h a t m o s t o f t h e m a j o r e v a n g e l i c a l
magazines have run or are planning stories on this theme. Charisma
magazine (Apr i l ) repor ts that independent char ismat ic congregat ions have
b e c o m e t h e m o s t a c t i v e i n d e n o u n c i n g r a c i s m a n d t e a r i n g d o w n r a c i a l
b a r r i e r s , l a r g e l y b e c a u s e t h e y a r e u n e n c u m b e r e d b y d e n o m i n a t i o n a l
"bureaucratic baggage." Several surveys have shown that Sunday morning
has rema ined t he mos t seg rega ted t ime o f t he week f o r mos t Amer i can
Christ ians, but i t appears that congregat ions with a common Pentecostal
b a c k g r o u n d a r e a n e x c e p t i o n t o t h e r u l e ; t h e y o f t e n fi n d i n s p i r a t i o n f r o m
the mixed race, black-led Azusa Street revival in 1906 i^n Lo^An^les
which started th^Peht^^l^al lnovement. "Anyone seeking ev"fdenc6"^rf a-
t r e n d t o w a r d r a c i a l l y b l e n d e d , c h a r i s m a t i c / P e n t e c o s t a l f e l l o w s h i p s n e e d
l o o k n o f u r t h e r t h a n s o m e o f t h e n a t i o n ' s l a r g e s t c h a r i s m a t i c c h u r c h e s , "
s u c h a s t h e J u b i l e e C h r i s t i a n C e n t e r i n S a n J o s e , C a l i f o r n i a ; O r l a n d o
C h r i s t i a n C e n t e r , O r l a n d o , F l o r i d a ; a n d t h e C o v e n a n t C h u r c h o f
P i t t s b u r g h . E a c h o f t h e s e c h u r c h e s h a s a r a c i a l l y b l e n d e d p a s t o r a l s t a f f
a n d a r e i n a r e a s t h a t a r e i n t e r r a c i a l i n fl a v o r . T h e m a g a z i n e a d d s t h a t
r e c e n t M a r c h f o r J e s u s U S A r a l l i e s h e l d i n m a n y c i t i e s h a v e a l s o s e r v e d
t o b r i n g w h i t e a n d b l a c k e v a n g e l i c a l s c l o s e r t o g e t h e r .

T h e " h a r v e s t i n g " o r e v a n g e l i s t i c m i n i s t r i e s m e n t i o n e d b y C a r r a s c o e a r l i e r
h a v e b e c o m e i n c r e a s i n g l y n o n - t r a d i t i o n a l a s t h e y h a v e s o u g h t t o d e a l w i t h / ^
t h e e s c a l a t i n g p r o b l e m s o f t h e i n n e r - c i t y . O n e o f t h e m o s t c o n t r o v e r s i a 1
i s t h e S e t F r e e F e l l o w s h i p t h a t s t a r t e d i n C a l i f o r n i a a n d i s n o w
g r o w i n g i n c i t i e s a c r o s s t h e c o u n t r y . T h e A u s t r a l i a n j o u r n a l Z a d o k
P e r s p e c t i v e s ( D e c e m b e r ) r e p o r t s i n i t s " A m e r i c a W a t c h " c o l u m n t h a t t h e
f e l l o w s h i p s a r e d r a w i n g l a r g e c r o w d s t h a t i n c l u d e g a n g m e m b e r s , d r u g
a d d i c t s , a n d b i k e r s t o t h e i r n o n - t r a d i t i o n a l , " s t r e e t - t o u g h " s e r v i c e s .
O n e c o n g r e g a t i o n i n A n a h e i m , C a l i f . , h a s 5 0 0 0 p e o p l e r e g u l a r l y a t t e n d i n g .
T h e f e l l o w s h i p s u s e s e c u l a r r a p , r e g g a e , a n d r o c k s o n g s s u b s t i t u t i n g
C h r i s t - c e n t e r e d w o r d s - - " j u s t l i k e L u t h e r a n d W e s l e y d i d w i t h b a r r o o m
s o n g s o f t h e i r d a y . . . D u r i n g t h e l a s t n i n e m o n t h s t h e y h a v e p l a n t e d 3 0
c h u r c h e s i n t h e t o u g h e s t o f n e i g h b o r h o o d s - - p l a c e s f r o m w h i c h o t h e r
c h u r c h e s a r e k e e n t o l e a v e . . . A n a m a z i n g 7 0 p e r c e n t o r m o r e o f t h e i r
g r o w t h i s c o n v e r s i o n g r o w t h , " w r i t e s B r u c e L i n d l e y . H e a d d s t h a t S e t F r e e
h a s b e e n t h e c e n t e r o f a c o n t r o v e r s y b e c a u s e o f i t s s t r i c t d r u g
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n p r o g r a m . A m o r e p r e v e n t i v e - b a s e d m i n i s t r y t h a t i s h a v i n g
a n i m p a c t a m o n g i n n e r - c i t y c h i l d r e n a r e s i d e w a l k S u n d a y s c h o o l s ,
a c c o r d i n g t o C h a r i s m a ( F e b r u a r y ) . T h e M e t r o A s s e m b l y i n B r o o k l y n , N . Y. ,
s t a r t e d t h e t r e n d a s i t s e n t o u t t r u c k s w i t h o p e n s t a g e s t o N e w Y o r k
n e i g h b o r h o o d s w h e r e c h i l d r e n a r e t a u g h t B i b l e l e s s o n s w i t h s u c h v i s u a l
a i d s a s v i d e o s . T h e r e a r e n o w s i d e w a l k S u n d a y s c h o o l s i n M i a m i , D e t r o i t ,
L o s A n g e l e s , G r a n d R a p i d s , S e a t t l e , D a l l a s , W a s h i n g t o n , a n d o t h e r U . S .
a n d f o r e i g n c i t i e s .

C o m i n g o u t o f B r o o k l y n i s a n o t h e r m i n i s t r y t h a t i s b e c o m i n g a t r e n d
s e t t e r , t h i s t i m e a m o n g b l a c k c h u r c h e s . S t . P a u l C o m m u n i t y B a p t i s t
C h u r c h , t h e r e c e n t s u b j e c t o f t h e a c c l a i m e d b o o k U p o n T h i s R o c k ( H a r p e r -
C o l l i n s ) b y S a m u e l F r e e d m a n , s t a r t e d w i t h a h a n d f u l o f p o o r a n d
d i s a d v a n t a g e d m e m b e r s , a n d t h r o u g h t h e l e a d e r s h i p o f i t s p a s t o r J o h n n y
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R a y Yo u n g b l o o d , t h e c o n g r e g a t i o n h a s s o a r e d t o a m e m b e r s h i p o f o v e r
5 , 0 0 0 . F r e e d m a n ' s b o o k s h o w s h o w Yo u n g b l o o d c o n f r o n t e d t h e l o n g - s t a n d i n g
i n e r t i a o v e r e f f e c t i v e m e a n s o f i n n e r - c i t y m i n i s t r y w i t h f r e s h p r o g r a m s
t a r g e t e d a t d r u g a d d i c t s , u n w e d m o t h e r s , a n d p o o r p e o p l e . T h e m i n i s t r y
o u t r e a c h c e n t e r s l a r g e l y o n c o m m u n i t y i n v o l v e m e n t a l o n g w i t h k e e p i n g
s p i r i u t a l l i f e v i b r a n t . Y o u n g b l o o d a n d t h e b o o k ' s a u t h o r a g r e e t h a t S t .
P a u l ' s m o s t e f f e c t i v e i n n o v a t i o n h a s b e e n i t s m i n i s t r y t o A f r i c a n -
A m e r i c a n m e n , a g r o u p l o n g n e g l e c t e d b y o t h e r c o n g r e g a t i o n s . Yo u n g b l o o d
h a s t a p p e d i n t o t h e s e m e n ' s n e e d f o r a p l a c e t o l e a r n a n d r e a f fi r m
c o n g r e g a t i o n a l a n d f a m i l y r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . A l r e a d y , o t h e r c h u r c h e s a c r o s s
t h e c o u n t r y a r e r e p o r t e d t o b e l o o k i n g t o S t . P a u l ' s f o r h e l p i n p u t t i n g
t o u s e s u c h i n n o v a t i o n s , r e p o r t s t h e W a s h i n g t o n P o s t ( M a r c h 1 3 ) .
( C h a r i s m a , 6 0 0 R h i n e h a r t R d . , L a k e M a r y , P L 3 2 7 4 6 ; Z a d o k P e r s p e c t i v e s ,
L o c k e d B a g 2 3 , K e w P O , V i c 3 1 0 1 , A u s t r a l i a ) ) — E r l i n g J o r s t a d , R W
c o n t r i b u t i n g e d i t o r a n d p r o f e s s o r o f H i s t o r y a t S t . O l a f C o l l e g e ,
c o n t r i b u t e d t o t h i s r e p o r t .

BABY BOOMER MINISTRY INCREASINGLY DIVIDING FUNDAMENTALISTS
A s h a r p s p l i t i s e m e r g i n g a m o n g A m e r i c a n f u n d a m e n t a l i s t s o v e r t h e u s e o f
n e w f o r m s o f m i n i s t r y t o a t t r a c t b a b y b o o m e r s . F o r s e v e r a l y e a r s
P r o t e s t a n t f u n d a m e n t a l i s m i n t h e U . S . h a s b e e n i n a p e r i o d o f t u r m o i l a n d
d i v i s i o n o v e r s u c h i s s u e s a s w h e t h e r o r n o t t o c o o p e r a t e w i t h n o n -
f u n d a m e n t a l i s t c h u r c h e s i n p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i s m a n d s e x u a l a n d l e a d e r s h i p
scandals among prominent pastors [see June 89 RW]. Now more fue l has been
a d d e d t o t h e fi r e a s t h e J a n u a r y - M a r c h i s s u e o f t h e s t r i c t o r " m i l i t a n t "
f u n d a m e n t a l i s t m a g a z i n e C h u r c h B u s N e w s [ t h e p u b l i c a t i o n ' s n a m e s t e m s

^ from its emphasis on busing children to Sunday school] attacksf u n d a m e n t a l i s t c o n g r e g a t i o n s t h a t h a v e a d o p t e d " s e e k e r - o r i e n t e d " m o d e l s
o f c h u r c h g r o w t h t h a t e s c h e w s u c h t r a d i t i o n a l e v a n g e l i s t i c m e t h o d s a s
" h e l l - fi r e " p r e a c h i n g , r e v i v a l m e e t i n g s , S u n d a y s c h o o l s , a n d
i n s t a n t a n e o u s c o n v e r s i o n t o e m b r a c e c o n t e m p o r a r y m u s i c , n o n -
c o n f r o n t a t i o n a l t e a c h i n g - b a s e d s e r m o n s , a n d c o n v e r s i o n a s a g r a d u a l
p r o c e s s .

T h e n e w s e e k e r m o d e l , p i o n e e r e d b y B i l l H y b e l s o f W i l l o w C r e e k C o m m u n i t y
C h u r c h i n I l l i n o i s , i s s a i d t o b e " a d a n g e r o u s " h e r e s y , a s i t " p l u n d e r s
c o n f r o n t a t i o n a l s o u l w i n n i n g m i n i s t r i e s a n d p u s h e s a n y c h u r c h w h o
p r a c t i c e s i t i n t o a n e x c l u s i v i s t , r e l i g i o u s , e g o t r i p . . . T h i s i s n o t
B i b l e - b e l i e v i n g f u n d a m e n t a l i s m . T h i s i s o n e s h o r t s t e p f r o m M o d e r n i s m ! "
[ T h e a l a r m i s t t o n e o n t h i s s u b j e c t i s i n c r e a s i n g l y f o u n d i n o t h e r
m i l i t a n t f u n d a m e n t a l i s t p u b l i c a t i o n s . I t a p p e a r s t h a t f u n d a m e n t a l i s t
c h u r c h e s , s u c h a s J e r r y F a l w e l l ' s T h o m a s R o a d B a p t i s t C h u r c h , t h a t h a v e
a d a p t e d t h e s e e k e r m o d e l a r e s h o w i n g s i g n s o f g r o w t h , w h i l e m o r e
t r a d i t i o n a l f u n d a m e n t a l i s t c o n g r e g a t i o n s h a v e b e e n s t a l l e d i n g r o w t h
s i n c e t h e 1 9 8 0 s . ] ( C h u r c h B u s N e w s , 1 6 6 S w a n L a k e D r . , S t o c k b r i d g e , G A
3 0 2 8 1 )

INCREASING CLAMP-DOWN ON POLITICAL ACTIVITY BY RELIGIOUS GROUPS
T h e I n t e r n a l R e v e n u e S e r v i c e ' s r e c e n t a c t i o n a g a i n s t J e r r y F a l w e l l ' s O l d
T i m e G o s p e l H o u r p r o g r a m f o r e n g a g i n g i n p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i s m a p p e a r s t o b e
t h e l a t e s t s i g n o f i n c r e a s i n g g o v e r n m e n t r e s t r i c t i o n o f r e l i g i o u s g r o u p s
i n v o l v e d i n s u c h a c t i v i t y , a c c o r d i n g t o t h e W a s h i n g t o n P o s t ( A p r i l 1 0 ) .
F a l w e l l i s b e i n g fi n e d $ 5 0 , 0 0 0 f o r u s i n g T V m i n i s t r y f u n d s f o r s u c h
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prohibited purposes as helping candidates seek elective office during his
" I L o v e A m e r i c a " C o m m i t t e e p r o g r a m . T h e fi n e w a s l e v i e d a f t e r
negotiations between the IRS and Falwell 's agents reached an agreement.
The Committee was disbanded, and the tax-exempt status for the Old Time
Gospel Hour, now r id o f po l i t i ck ing, was res tored. Th is levy fo l lows an
IRS pol icy establ ished in 1991 when i t fined Jimmy Swaggart Ministr ies
171 ,000 fo r s im i l a r po l i t i ca l ac t i v i t y i n t he m id -1980s . Obse rve rs o f t he
Christian Right, such as Arthur Kropp of People for the American Way and
leaders o f t he Bap t i s t Jo in t Commi t tee fo r Pub l i c A f fa i r s i n te rp re t t he
r e c e n t I R S a c t i o n a s e v i d e n c e t h a t t h e I R S i s s t e p p i n g u p i t s e n f o r c e m e n t
o f l a w s p r o h i b i t i n g p o l i t i c a l u s e o f f u n d s d e s i g n a t e d f o r r e l i g i o u s
m i n i s t r i e s . — B y E r l i n g J o r s t a d .

NEW AGE, SELF-HELP SPIRITUALITY GETTING COLD SHOULDER FROM AIDS PATIENTS
The growth of New Age-based self-heal ing spir i tual i ty among people
suffering with AIDS'appears to be on the wane as the disease* s^'f atari it-4es
h a v e d i s c r e d i t e d s o m e o f t h e m o v e m e n t ' s t o o - e a s y c o n c e p t s a b o u t t h e
relationship between mind and body, according to Common Boundary
(May/June), a magazine on spi r i tual i ty and psychotherapy. Dur ing the
1 9 8 0 s , v a r i o u s N e w A g e - o r i e n t e d g r o u p s e m e r g e d t h a t t a u g h t t h a t A I D S
p a t i e n t s c o u l d t a p i n t o t h e i r s p i r i t u a l p o t e n t i a l t o s u r v i v e l o n g e r a n d
even be healed. Foremost among these groups was Louise Hay's Science of
the Mind, which formed AIDS heal ing circ les across the country, using
such techn iques as v isua l i za t ion to b r ing about sp i r i tua l and phys ica l
h e a l i n g . M a r i a n n e W i l l i a m s o n , p o p u l a r l e a d e r o f t h e N e w A g e - o r i e n t e d
C o u r s e o n M i r a c l e s a l s o e s t a b l i s h e d a C e n t e r o n L i v i n g f o r A I D S p a t i e n t s ,
e s p o u s i n g t h e b e l i e f t h a t a r e r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e i r i l l n e s s e s . T h r o u g h
such teachings and techniques, AIDS pat ients, who were of ten cr i t ica l of
i n s t i t u t i o n a l r e l i g i o n s , t h o u g h t " t h e y w e r k e e p i n g A I D S a w a y w i t h
a f fi r m a t i o n s , b u t a c t u a l l y i t w a s j u s t w h a t w e n o w r e f e r t o a s t h e
h o n e y m o o n p e r i o d , " w r i t e s M a r k M a t o u s e k .

W h e n s u c h p e o p l e d i d fi n a l l y g e t s i c k , t h e y b l a m e d t h e m s e l v e s f o r d o i n g
something wrong. "Thus many infected and dying individuals, al ienated by
b o t h t h e r e l i g i o u s a n d n e w a g e c o n t i n g e n t s , f o u n d t h e m s e l v e s i n a
spir i tual no man's land, compel led to create an approach to heal ing and
s p i r i t u a l i t y f o r g e d f r o m t h e i r o w n e x p e r i e n c e m e e t i n g t h e i r o w n
par t i cu la r needs , incorpora t ing the i r own un ique g i f t s , and drawing f rom
t h e b e s t o f m a i n s t r e a m a n d a l t e r n a t i v e s o u r c e s . " M a t o u s e k w r i t e s t h a t
many a re find ing a genera l (and somet imes non- the is t i c ) sp i r i tua l i t y f rom
th e se n se o f co mmu n i t y c re a te d t h ro u g h t h e h u n d re d s o f A ID S g ro u p s
s t a r t e d . H e a d d s t h a t t h e " e x p e r i e n c e o f d e e p e n e d s p i r i t u a l i t y s e e m s t o
be nearly universal among those touched by AIDS," citing Buddhism and
v a r i o u s f o r m s o f m e d i t a t i o n a s p o p u l a r f o r m s o f s p i r i t u a l i t y . ( C o m m o n
Boundary, 4304 East-West Highway, Bethesda, MD 20814)

CATHOLIC FEMINISM TOO INCLUSIVE TO KEEP IDENTITY?
C a t h o l i c f e m i n i s t s a r e e m p h a s i z i n g d i v e r s i t y t o s u c h a n e x t e n t t h a t s o m e
l e a d e r s o f t h e m o v e m e n t t h i n k t h e C a t h o l i c c o m p o n e n t h a s b e i n g o b s c u r e d ,
accord ing to the Na t iona l Ca tho l i c Repor te r (Apr i l 16 ) . The ques t ion o f
w h e t h e r r e l i g i o u s i d e n t i t y i s b e i n g d i l u t e d a m o n g C a t h o l i c f e m i n i s t s h a s
become a hot topic of debate and controversy, especially among those
c o n n e c t e d w i t h Wo m e n - C h u r c h C o n v e r g e n c e , a c o a l i t i o n o f 4 0 C a t h o l i c - b a s e d

- 4 -



F H I D m G S S e F O O T N O T E S
— A Bi-Monthiy Supplement of Religion Watch —

^ R E S S N O T E S M a y / J u n e 1 9 9 3
* P r o g r e s s I n T h e o l o g y i s a n u n u s u a l n e w q u a r t e r l y n e w s l e t t e r t h a t s e e k s
t o c h a l l e n g e e s t a b l i s h e d s c i e n c e w i t h t h e o l o g i c a l i d e a s a n d c h a l l e n g e
t h e o l o g y w i t h s c i e n t i fi c r e s e a r c h a n d d a t a . T h e n e w s l e t t e r i s p u b l i s h e d
b y t h e C e n t e r f o r H u m i l i t y T h e o l o g y, a n e w g r o u p s t a r t e d b y fi n a n c i a l
a d v i s o r a n d p h i l a n t h r o p i s t J o h n Te m p l e t o n ( w h o a n n u a l l y a w a r d s h i s
m i l l i o n d o l l a r Te m p l e t o n P r i z e t o i n n o v a t o r s i n r e l i g i o n ) . T h e e i g h t - p a g e
i n t e r - f a i t h n e w s l e t t e r ( w h i c h h a s a n a d v i s o r y b o a r d t h a t i n c l u d e s
n e u r o p h y s i c i s t S i r J o h n E c c l e s a n d s o c i o l o g i s t P e t e r B e r g e r ) r e p o r t s o n
r e s e a r c h i n t h e p h y s i c a l a n d s o c i a l s c i e n c e s t h a t c o u l d s h e d l i g h t o n t h e
" p u r p o s e o f t h e C r e a t o r , " a n d o n t h e p r o g r e s s a n d b e n e fi t s o f r e l i g i o n .
T h e e d i t o r s a y s t h a t " O u r c u l t u r e h a s b e c o m e c o n t e n t i o u s , s e l f -
s e r v i n g . . . a n d t h a t a t t i t u d e h a s a f f e c t e d s c i e n t i s t s a n d t h e o l o g i a n s a n d
o t h e r t h i n k i n g p e o p l e i n a w a y w h i c h m a k e s h o n e s t e x p l o r a t i o n a n d o p e n
i n q u i r y a b o u t G o d v e r y d i f fi c u l t . " F o r a f r e e s u b s c r i p t i o n w r i t e :
P r o g r e s s i n T h e o l o g y , P . O . B o x 4 2 9 , T o p s fi e l d , M A 0 1 9 8 3 - 0 6 2 9 .

* W h i l e t h e A m e r i c a n l i b e r a l r e l i g i o u s p r e s s h a s b e e n i n t h e d o l d r u m s f o r
a t l e a s t t h e p a s t d e c a d e ( t h e m a i n l i n e C h r i s t i a n i t y & C r i s i s m a g a z i n e
j u s t p u b l i s h e d i t s l a s t i s s u e l a s t m o n t h ) , t h e r e l i g i o u s f e m i n i s t p r e s s
i s t h r i v i n g . T h e f o l l o w i n g p e r i o d i c a l s r e p r e s e n t a b r i e f s a m p l i n g o f
C h r i s t i a n a n d J e w i s h f e m i n i s t j o u r n a l i s m t h a t m a y a l s o s e r v e a s a g u i d e
t o s o m e o f t h e d i r e c t i o n s r e l i g i o u s f e m i n i s m i s c u r r e n t l y t a k i n g .
[ F i n d i n g s & F o o t n o t e s w a s u n a b l e t o r e v i e w f e m i n i s t p e r i o d i c a l s f r o m a n
a l t e r n a t i v e r e l i g i o u s p e r s p e c t i v e a t p r e s s t i m e ; s t a y t u n e d f o r s u c h a
r e v i e w i n a f u t u r e i s s u e ] .

D a u g h t e r s o f S a r a h ( 3 8 0 N . K e e l e r , C h i c a g o , I L 6 0 6 4 1 . Q u a r t e r l y. $ 1 8 p e r
y e a r ) h a s e m e r g e d a s t h e l e a d i n g e c u m e n i c a l f e m i n i s t p u b l i c a t i o n . T h e
m a g a z i n e h a s a n i n t e r e s t i n g h i s t o r y : I t w a s f o u n d e d b y e v a n g e l i c a l s i n
t h e 1 9 7 0 s , b u t g r a d u a l l y f o u n d a w i d e r r e a d e r s h i p a m o n g m a i n l i n e
P r o t e s t a n t s a n d C a t h o l i c s , w i t h t h e l a t t e r p r e d o m i n a t i n g t o d a y . T h e
m a g a z i n e c o u l d b e s a i d t o r e p r e s e n t a s c h o o l o f l i b e r a l o r r e f o r m i s t
f e m i n i s m a m o n g t h e c h u r c h e s ; t h e C h r i s t i a n t r a d i t i o n i s a c c e p t e d w h i l e
m o s t o f t h e a r t i c l e s c a l l f o r m o r e r o o m t o b e m a d e f o r i n c l u s i v e l a n g u a g e
i n s p e a k i n g o f G o d , a p r o - c h o i c e p o s i t i o n o n a b o r t i o n , a n d g a y r i g h t s .
T h e m a g a z i n e m a i n l y f e a t u r e s fi r s t - p e r s o n s t o r i e s a n d d o e s n o t s h y a w a y
f r o m c o n t r o v e r s y , w i t h o n e r e c e n t i s s u e d e a l i n g c a n d i d l y w i t h
p r o s t i t u t i o n . T h e s p e c u l a t i o n t h a t C a t h o l i c w o m e n m a k e u p a f o r m i d a b l e
p r e s e n c e i n C h r i s t i a n f e m i n i s m i s c o n fi r m e d b y t h e g r o w i n g n u m b e r o f
C a t h o l i c - b a s e d f e m i n i s t p u b l i c a t i o n s [ s e e a n a r t i c l e o n t h i s t r e n d i n t h e
J a n u a r y 1 5 N a t i o n a l C a t h o l i c R e p o r t e r 1 . O f t e n t h e s e p u b l i c a t i o n s o c c u p y
t h e m o r e r a d i c a l o r l i b e r a t i o n i s t e n d o f t h e s p e c t r u m [ s e e r e l a t e d
a r t i c l e o n C a t h o l i c f e m i n i s m i n t h i s m o n t h ' s i s s u e o f R W j . W A T E R w h e e 1
( 8 0 3 5 1 3 t h S t . , S i l v e r S p r i n g , M D 2 0 9 1 0 . Q u a r t e r l y . S u b s c r i p t i o n b y
d o n a t i o n ) r e p o r t s o n t h e a l t e r n a t i v e s p i r i t u a l i t y m o v e m e n t t h a t h a s
b u r g e o n e d a m o n g C a t h o l i c w o m e n . T h e n e w s l e t t e r , w i t h a c i r c u l a t i o n o f
1 0 , 0 0 0 , v i e w s m u c h o f C h r i s t i a n i t y a s t o o p a t r i a r c h a l t o b e r e f o r m e d , a n d
f o c u s e s o n a l t e r n a t i v e r i t u a l s a n d l i t u r g y ( o f t e n i n v o l v i n g t h e G o d d e s s
m o v e m e n t ) , a s w e l l a s p r o - c h o i c e a n d o t h e r w o m e n ' s i s s u e s .



T h e C e n t e r f o r W o m e n a n d R e l i g i o n i n B e r k e l e y , C a l i f . , i s s u e s a m o n t h l y
n e w s l e t t e r a n d t h e a n n u a l J o u r n a l o f W o m e n a n d R e l i g i o n ( G T U , 2 4 0 0 R i d g e
R d . , B e r k e l e y , C A 9 4 7 0 9 . W r i t e f o r m e m b e r s h i p f e e ) . T h e n e w s l e t t e r s e r v e s
a s a c l e a r i n g h o u s e o f n e w s a n d a n n o u n c e m e n t s o f e v e n t s f o r m a i n l y J e w i s h
a n d C h r i s t i a n f e m i n i s t s . T h e j o u r n a l p u b l i s h e s t h e o l o g i c a l a r t i c l e s ,
p o e t r y , a n d fi r s t - h a n d b i o g r a p h i c a l a c c o u n t s o f w o m e n ' s i s s u e s b o t h f r o m
r a d i c a l a n d r e f o r m i s t p e r s p e c t i v e s . P r i s c i l l a P a p e r s ( 3 8 0 L a f a y e t t e
F r e e w a y # 1 2 2 , S t . P a u l , M N 5 5 1 0 7 - 1 2 1 6 . Q u a r t e r l y . $ 2 0 m e m b e r s h i p f e e )
r e p r e s e n t s t h e g r o w i n g e v a n g e l i c a l f e m i n i s t m o v e m e n t . T h e m a g a z i n e i s
p u b l i s h e d b y C h r i s t i a n s f o r B i b l i c a l E q u a l i t y , a g r o u p t h a t b r o k e a w a y
s e v e r a l y e a r s a g o f r o m t h e f e m i n i s t s b a s e d a r o u n d D a u g h t e r s o f S a r a h
b e c a u s e o f t h e l e t t e r ' s s u p p o r t f o r h o m o s e x u a l l i f e s t y l e s . P r i s c i l l a
P a p e r s , w h i c h c a r r i e s t h e o l o g i c a l a n d m o r e p r a c t i c a l f e a t u r e a r t i c l e s , i s
m o r e m o d e r a t e t h a n t h e a b o v e p u b l i c a t i o n s , e s p e c i a l l y o n m a t t e r s o f
s e x u a l i t y a n d a b o r t i o n , w h i l e s u p p o r t i n g w o m e n ' s o r d i n a t i o n , e q u a l i t y i n
m a r r i a g e , a n d , m o r e s u r p r i s i n g l y , a d e g r e e o f i n c l u s i v e l a n g u a g e i n
r e f e r r i n g t o G o d . b v -

* W a d e C l a r k R o o f ' s A G e n e r a t i o n o f S e e k e r s : T h e S p i r i t u a l J o u r n e y s o f
t h e B a b y B o o m G e n e r a t i o n ( H a r p e r S a n P r a n c i s c o , $ 2 0 ) i s l i k e l y t o b e c o m e
t h i s y e a r ' s m o s t d i s c u s s e d b o o k o n r e l i g i o n b y s c h o l a r s , c l e r g y , c h u r c h
g r o w t h s p e c i a l i s t s , a n d b a b y b o o m e r s t h e m s e l v e s . T h r o u g h b o t h s u r v e y s a n d
c a s e s t u d i e s . R o o f a n d a t e a m o f r e s e a r c h e r s d o c u m e n t t h e r e l i g i o u s
" c u l t u r e s " o f t h e b a b y b o o m e r g e n e r a t i o n t h a t h a v e b e e n t h e s u b j e c t o f s o
m a n y r e p o r t s l a t e l y ( o f t e n c o v e r e d i n R W ) . T h e s o c i o l o g i s t fi n d s t h a t
w h e t h e r b a b y b o o m e r s a r e l i b e r a l o r c o n s e r v a t i v e , P r o t e s t a n t , C a t h o l i c o r
J e w i s h , t h e y a r e m o r e a l i k e t h a n d i f f e r e n t i n t h e i r e m p h a s i s o n c h o i c e ,
t o l e r a n c e o f d i f f e r e n t l i f e s t y l e s ( t o o n e d e g r e e o r a n o t h e r ) , a n d
b l e n d i n g o f f a i t h a n d p s y c h o l o g y ( c l o s e l y i d e n t i f y i n g t h e " s e l f " w i t h t h e
s p i r i t u a l ) . T h e r e a s o n R o o f ' s w o r k i s l i k e l y t o b e c o n t r o v e r s i a l i s t h a t
i t i s f a r f r o m a n o b j e c t i v e , d i s i n t e r e s t e d s t u d y o f t h e r e l i g i o u s h a b i t s
o f b a b y b o o m e r s ; h e s e e s t h e b a b y b o o m e r s t y l e o f r e l i g i o u s c o n s u m e r i s m
a n d i n d i v i d u a l i s m ( w h i c h h e c a l l s a " t r a n s f o r m e d n a r c i s s i s m " ) t h a t
a c c e p t s t h e r o l e o f f a i t h c o m m u n i t i e s a s t h e w a v e o f t h e A m e r i c a n
r e l i g i o u s f u t u r e .

ON/ V
I L L « A S u r v e y o f G r o u p s , M o v e m e n t s a n d P e o p l e I m p a c t i n g R e l i g i o n

1 ) Ben jam in Chav i s J r. i s becom ing a name to wa t ch i n t he chang ing wo r l d
o f r e l i g i o n a n d U . S . p o l i t i c s . C h a v i s , a U n i t e d C h u r c h o f C h r i s t
m i n i s t e r a n d a c t i v i s t , w a s r e c e n t l y n a m e d e x e c u t i v e d i r e c t o r o f t h e
N a t i o n a l A s s o c i a t i o n f o r t h e A d v a n c e m e n t o f C o l o r e d P e o p l e ( N A A C P ) , a s
w e l l a s b e i n g a m e m b e r o f P r e s i d e n t B i l l C l i n t o n ' s t r a n s i t i o n t e a m . W h i l e
s e l e c t e d a m i n i s t e r t o h e a d t h e N A A C P i s n o t u n i q u e ( h i s p r e d e c e s s o r ,
B e n j a m i n H o o k s , w a s a l s o a m i n i s t e r ) , C h a v i s c o m e s m o r e f r o m t h e w h i t e -
b a s e d m a i n l i n e P r o t e s t a n t - 1 i b e r a t i o n i s t o r b i t t h a n f r o m t h e b l a c k c h u r c h .
B u t C h a v i s , f o r m e r l y t h e d i r e c t o r o f t h e U C C ' s C o m m i s s i o n f o r R a c i a l
J u s t i c e , h a s b e e n a l o n g - t i m e a c t i v i s t o n b l a c k c a u s e s . H e w a s t h e l e a d e r
o f t h e " W i l m i n g t o n 1 0 , " a g r o u p o f d e s e g r e g a t i o n a c t i v i s t s i m p r i s o n e d
( a n d l a t e r e x o n e r a t e d ) f o r c o n s p i r a c y a n d a r s o n . U n l i k e e a r l i e r l e a d e r s ,
C h a v i s * a c t i v i s m h a s e a r n e d h i m s t a t u r e a m i d t h e g a n g c u l t u r e s o f t h e
i n n e r - c i t y . W i t h h i s c u r r e n t f o c u s o n " e n v i r o n m e n t a l r a c i s m " a n d m a k i n g
s y s t e m i c c h a n g e s i n t h e e c o n o m i c s y s t e m , C h a v i s i s l i k e l y t o b e a
l i g h t n i n g r o d o f c o n t r o v e r s y i n t h e r e 1 i g i o n - p o 1 i t i c s d e b a t e . ( S o u r c e :
T h e N e w R e p u b l i c , M a y 1 0 ; C h r i s t i a n C e n t u r y , A p r i l 2 8 )



f e m i n i s t g r o u p s . W h i l
n o n - C a t h o l i c t h e o l o g i
g o d d e s s m o v e m e n t ) f o r
s p i r i t u a l c u r r e n t s a r
T h e l a t e s t c o n t r o v e r s
i n t h e n e w s l e t t e r o f

m e m b e r o f W o m e n - C h u r c
t h e A p r i l c o n f e r e n c e
i n s t a n c e , t h e w o r d ' * 1
C h u r c h b r o c h u r e .

e C a t h o l i c f e m i n i s t
e s a n d r i t u a l s ( s u e

s e v e r a l y e a r s , i t
e n o w g a i n i n g a n a s
y w a s t r i g g e r e d w h e
t h e N a t i o n a l C o a l i t
h C o n v e r g e n c e ) t h a t
h a r d l y m e n t i o n e d i t
i t u r g y " w a s c h a n g e d

s h a v e b e e n e x p e r i m e n t i n g w i t h
h a s t h o s e a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e
a p p e a r s t h a t m a n y f e a r t h a t s u c h
c e n d e n c y o v e r C a t h o l i c c o n c e r n s ,
n S i s t e r J e a n n i n e G r a m i c k w r o t e
i o n o f A m e r i c a n N u n s ( w h i c h i s a

t h e p l a n n i n g a n d p u b l i c i t y f o r
s C a t h o l i c i d e n y i t y ; f o r

t o " s a c r e d e v e n t s " i n t h e W o m e n -

E v e n i f s o m e l e a d e r s d e n y t h a t t h e y a
i d e n t i t y , t h e y d o a d m i t t h a t t h e y a r e
e m p h a s i s o n e t h n i c d i v e r s i t y i n W o m e n
" s p i r i t u a l d i v e r s i t y , " s a y s M a r y H u n t
W o m e n ' s A l l i a n c e f o r T h e o l o g y , E t h i c s
p e r f o r m e d b y A m e r i c a n I n d i a n s , B u d d h i
w h i l e a l s o h a v i n g a f e m i n i s t E u c h a r i s
C h u r c h l e a d e r s a y s t h a t t h e c o n v e r g e n
b r o a d c o a l i t i o n - - t h e G o d d e s s p e o p l e ,
R o m a n C a t h o l i c c a u c u s . " D o m i n i c a n S i s
i n v o l v e d w i t h W o m e n - C h u r c h h a v e g i v e n
i n s t i t u t i o n . S h e e s t i m a t e s t h a t a b o u t
d e fi n e c h u r c h a s w h a t h a p p e n s o u t s i d e
o t h e r h a l f e q u a t e c h u r c h w i t h t h e s t r
r e f o r m e d . ( N a t i o n a l C a t h o l i c R e p o r t e r
6 4 1 4 1 )

r e j e t t s o n i n g t h e i r C a t h o l i c
d i v e r s i f y i n g t h e s e g r o u p s . A r e c e n t

- C h u r c h i s a l s o l e a d i n g t o
o f t h e S i l v e r S p r i n g s , M d . - b a s e d
a n d R i t u a l . T h e r e a r e n o w r i t u a l s

s t s , Q u a k e r s a n d J e w i s h l e a d e r s ,
t , a c c o r d i n g t o H u n t . A n o t h e r W o m e n -
ce may be head ing toward a "huge ly

M e t h o d i s t m i n i s t e r s , e t c . , w i t h a
t e r D o n n a Q u i n n s a y s t h a t m a n y w o m e n

u p o n r e f o r m i n g t h e C a t h o l i c
h a l f o f c o n v e r g e n c e p a r t i c i p a n t s
t h e o f fi c a l s t r u c t u r e s a n d t h a t t h e

u c t u r e s t h a t t h e y b e l i e v e s h o u l d b e
, P. O . B o x 4 1 9 2 8 1 , K a n s a s C i t y , M O

CURRENT RESEARCH: R E C E N T F I N D I N G S O N R E L I G I O U S AT T I T U D E S A N D B E H AV I O R

* N o n - w h i t e m i n o r i t i e s a r e i n c r e a s i n g l y m a k i n g t h e
A m e r i c a n P r o t e s t a n t s e m i n a r i e s - - b o t h m a i n l i n e a n d
a c c o u n t i n g f o r t h e r i s e i n s e m i n a r y e n r o l l m e n t o v e
percent) , the evangel ical magazine Wor1d (Apr i l 10
t h e i n c r e a s e c o u l d b e a t t r i b u t e d t o t h e i n c r e a s i n g
m i n o r i t i e s i n t h e s c h o o l s . F e m a l e s t u d e n t s m a k e u p
e n t i r e e n r o l l m e n t , i n c r e a s i n g b y 1 0 p e r c e n t o v e r 1
m o r e o v e r t h e l a s t 2 0 y e a r s w a s t h e n u m b e r o f A f r i
s e m i n a r i a n s ( u p 1 8 . 9 p e r c e n t ) . H i s p a n i c e n r o l l m e n t
percent over this per iod [which is not much consid
m o v e m e n t t o e v a n g e l i c a l c o n g r e g a t i o n s ] . F o r t y p e r c
a t e v a n g e l i c a l F u l l e r T h e o l o g i c a l S e m i n a r y i s n o w
U n i o n T h e o l o g i c a l S e m i n a r y i s n o w o n e - t h i r d n o n - w h
c o m p l e x i o n o f t h e s t u d e n t b o d y i s n o w i m p a c t i n g t h
s t u d e n t s a r e n o w r e q u i r e d t o t a k e a c o u r s e i n e t h n
" M u l t i c u l t u r a l i s m T o d a y , " w h i c h f o c u s e s o n A f r i c a n
A m e r i c a n a n d A s i a n - A m e r i c a n e x p e r i e n c e s a n d t h e i r
(World, Box 2330, Ashevil le, NC 28802)

i r p r e s e n c e k n o w n a t
e v a n g e l i c a l . I n
r t h e 1 a s t y e a r ( 5 . 1
) r e p o r t s t h a t m u c h o f

n u m b e r o f w o m e n a n d
3 1 p e r c e n t o f t h e

a s t y e a r . G r o w i n g e v e n
c a n - A m e r i c a n

i n c r e a s e d b y 2 . 8
e r i n g t h e H i s p a n i c
e n t o f t h e s t u d e n t b o d y
n o n - w h i t e . L i b e r a l
i t e . T h e c h a n g i n g
e c u r r i c u l u m a t F u l l e r ;
i c i t y c a l 1 e d
- A m e r i c a n , H i s p a n i c -
r e l a t i o n t o t h e o l o g y .

* There continues to be a "slow but steady increase since 1987 in the^^
number of people who consider religion very important in their lives,"
reports Emerging Trends (April), the Gallup newsletter on religion. The

^most recent Gallup poll shows that religion is now considered very
important in the.ir own lives by 58 percent of the population. In 1987 the
measurement of rel igion's importance had reached a low point of 53
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percent. "There is still a long way to go, however, to match the record
high of 75 percent in 1952," the newsletter adds. It was found that over
th ree non -wh i tes i n fou r (78 pe rcen t ) cons ide r re l i g ion impor tan t , i n
comparison to just 55 percent of whites. The newsletter also reports that
the findings on re l ig ion 's importance are matched by figures showing a
rise in church membership. The recent poll on membership shows that 70
percent of adults now claim membership of a church or synagogue-- the
highest level recorded since 1985. (Emerging Trends, 47 Hulfish St.,
Suite 215, P.O. Box 389, Princeton, NJ 08542)

♦ Canada remains overwhelmingly Christ ian in bel ief, with a larger number
o f evange l i ca ls than p rev ious ly thought , accord ing to a recen t po l l .
C a n a d a ' s M a c l e a n ' s M a g a z i n e ( A p r i l 1 2 ) s a y s t h e fi n d i n g s f r o m t h e
Religion Poll, conducted by the Angus Reid Group and Queen's University
h is tor ian George Rawlyk, is the most extens ive s tudy yet o f the re l ig ious
fa i th o f the count ry, survey ing 4 ,510 adu l ts . A l though fewer than a
quar te r o f Canad ian adu l ts a t tend re l ig ious serv ices week ly, the po l l
finds that e ight ou- t ' "o f~"TO affirm the i r be l ie f in God, and two- th i rds o f
a l l a d u l t s s u b s c r i b e t o t h e b a s i c t e n e t o f C h r i s t i a n i t y - - t h e d e a t h a n d
r e s u r r e c t i o n o f J e s u s . C l o s e t o o n e - t h i r d o f t h e a d u l t p o p u l a t i o n c l a i m s
to pray dai ly and more than hal f to read the Bib le or o ther re l ig ious
l i t e r a t u r e a t l e a s t o c c a s i o n a l l y . S e v e n t y e i g h t p e r c e n t o f C a n a d i a n s
s t i l l d e fi n e t h e m s e l v e s a s C h r i s t i a n s ; a l m o s t t w o i n 1 0 C a n a d i a n s s a y
t h a t t h e y h a v e n o r e l i g i o n a t a l l .

At least 15 percent claim to have had a born again experience-- more than
R a w l y k e x p e c t e d . A l t h o u g h e v a n g e l i c a l i s m h a s t r a d i t i o n a l l y b e e n
a s s o c i a t e d w i t h P r o t e s t a n t i s m , R a w l y k w a s s u r p r i s e d t o fi n d t h a t a t h i r d
of al l evangelicals say they are Roman Catholic (whom he calls "Catho-
e v a n g e l i c a l s . " ) O t h e r fi n d i n g s a r e c l o s e t o t h o s e f o u n d i n t h e U . S . : A
l a r g e m a j o r i t y o f C a t h o l i c s ( w h i c h i n c l u d e d p r a c t i c i n g a n d n o n - p r a c t i c i n g
C a t h o l i c s ) a r e d i s s e n t i n g f r o m c h u r c h t e a c h i n g s o n b i r t h c o n t r o l ,
p r e m a r i t a l s e x a n d a b o r t i o n ; e v a n g e l i c a l c h u r c h e s a r e d r a w i n g h i g h e r
a t t e n d a n c e r a t e s ; a n d t h e r e i s c l o s e r a g r e e m e n t a m o n g e v a n g e l i c a l l a i t y
o n t h e i r d e n o m i n a t i o n s ' s t a n d s o n s e x u a l i s s u e s . U n l i k e t h e i r U . S .
c o u n t e r p a r t s , t h e r e i s l i t t l e h i n t t h a t C a n a d i a n s v o t e a l o n g r e l i g i o u s
l i n e s ; a l t h o u g h t h e p o p u l i s t R e f o r m p a r t y w a s v i e w e d a s h a v i n g s t r o n g
c o n s e r v a t i v e e v a n g e l i c a l a p p e a l , t h e p o l l fi n d s t h a t R e f o r m h a d a s m u c h
support among atheists as it did among evangelcials. The magazine
c o n c l u d e s t h a t " W h a t t h e p o l 1 d o e s n o t a n s w e r i s w h y, g i v e n w h a t i t
r e v e a l s a b o u t a n o v e r w h e l m i n g l y C h r i s t i a n p o p u l a c e , t h e r e i s a n e a r - t o t a l
a b s e n c e o f r e l i g i o u s d i s c o u r s e i n C a n a d i a n p o l i t i c s , t h e m e d i a a n d
a d v e r t i s i n g . " A d d s d i r e c t o r o f t h e p o l l , A n d r e w G r e n v i l l e , " C h r i s t i a n i t y
i s fl o u r i s h i n g o u t s i d e t h e e l i t e s , a n d w i t h o u t a t t e n t i o n f r o m e l i t e s . "
(Maclean's, Maclean Hunter Bidg,, 777 Bay St., Toronto MSW 1A7 Canada)
* R e c e n t s u r v e y s o f r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f a n d p r a c t i c e i n A u s t r a l i a s h o w a
high degree of nominal Chr is t iani ty, as wel l as a good deal of in formal
e c u m e n i s m t a k i n g p l a c e . T h e A u s t r a l i a n C h r i s t i a n q u a r t e r l y Z a d o k
P e r s p e c t i v e s ( D e c e m b e r ) c i t e s t h e r e c e n t s t u d y " F a i t h W i t h o u t t h e C h u r c h :
N o m i n a l i s m i n A u s t r a l i a n C h r i s t i a n i t y , " b y t h e C h r i s t i a n R e s e a r c h
A s s o c i a t i o n , w h i c h s h o w s t h a t f o u r o u t o f fi v e p e o p l e i d e n t i f y w i t h o n e
o f t h e m a i n l i n e d e n o m i n a t i o n s , b u t o n l y a b o u t o n e i n e v e r y fi v e
A u s t r a l i a n s a c t u a l l y a t t e n d c h u r c h o r r a r e l y d o s o . A n g l i c a n s l e a d t h e
fi e l d w i t h 8 5 p e r c e n t o f t h e i r m e m b e r s b e i n g r a r e - ( l e s s t h a n o n c e a
month) or non-at tenders, fo l lowed by the Uni t ing Church, Methodists ,
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P r e s b y t e r i a n s a n d C a t h o l i c s . T h e s t r a n g e s t fi n d i n g i s t h a t 4 0 p e r c e n t o f
t h o s e w h o i d e n t i f y t h e m s e l v e s a s P e n t e c o s t a l s s a y t h e y n e v e r a t t e n d
c h u r c h - - t h e h i g h e s t r a t e o f n o n - a t t e n d e r s ( L u t h e r a n s h a v e t h e l o w e s t
r a t e ) . T h e r e s e a r c h e r s w o n d e r w h e t h e r P e n t e c o s t a l c h u r c h e s , w h i c h o f t e n
d r a w i n a h i g h n u m b e r o f n e w c o m e r s , a r e n o w s u f f e r i n g f r o m d r o p o u t s .
Bapt is ts have the h ighest ra te o f regu lar a t tendance (60 percent ) .

A n o t h e r s t u d y f r o m C h u r c h L i f e S u r v e y s h o w s a m o r e v i t a l s i d e t o
A u s t r a l i a n r e l i g i o u s l i f e . T h e s u r v e y , t a k e n o f 6 , 5 0 0 c o n g r e g a t i o n s ,
shows the churches generating a strong "sense of belonging"-- 62 percent
say they feel a growing sense of belonging, and 86 percent say they are
s a t i s fi e d w i t h t h e i r l e v e l o f b e l o n g i n g . T h e c h u r c h e s a r e a l s o d r a w i n g
t h e e d u c a t e d : S e v e n t e e n p e r c e n t o f c h u r c h m e m b e r s h a v e a u n i v e r s i t y
degree compared with six percent in the general population. Women
strongly outnumber men in the churches: 62 percent against 38 percent.
T h e c h u r c h m e m b e r s h a v e a l s o b e e n m o v i n g v e r y e a s i l y b e t w e e n
denominat ions . Near ly one- th i rd o f a l l a t tenders have prev ious ly a t tended
a different denomination, and about 12 percent "T>ad"changed denominations
wi th in the las t five years . The journa l adds tha t "Th is has major
implications. In one sense, ecumenism has happened at the popular level.
O n e w o n d e r s w h e t h e r i t w i l l b e a p p r o p r i a t e t o t a l k a b o u t d e n o m i n a t i o n a l
a f fi l i a t i o n i n t h e f u t u r e . O n l y 2 4 p e r c e n t o f t h e a t t e n d e r s . . . s a w
l i f e l ong l oya l t y t o denomina t i on as impo r tan t . "

FREE MARKET RELIGION PROSPERS IN ESTONIA
Last month's report on the new religions in Europe by Timothy Miller
noted that the interest in such movements in Eastern Europe has l i t t le to
do with the repudiation of material wealth that drove the spiritual
seekers in the West a quarter century ago-- the reason being that
Eas te rne rs have l i t t l e wea l th t o repud ia te . A repo r t on the a r r i va l o f
new religious movements in Estonia in the British quarterly Religion
Todav (Spring) suggests that the economic factor may have a more direct
influence as to which groups succeed or fai l in this region. Toomas Paul
reports that "the most successful groups have been the proclaimers of
Success, those who promise their recruits health, happiness and success
in business.. .we have a 'Wi ld West ' s i tuat ion where only the brave win
and speculators make the biggest profits. Dale Carnegie s How to Win
Friends and Influence People," and Rev. N. Peale's "The Power of Posit ive
Thinking" have already been published here. 'Make God Your Partner' means
that God should be a partner in business, both earthly and heavenly.
Faith and prayer are just ways of increasing success.

Paul adds that primarily Lutheran Estonia is inundated with books and
booklets by Kenneth Hagin, the founder of the U.S.-based charismatic
"faith movement," which teaches that Christians can claim prosperity and
healing as part of Christ's redemption. Transcendental Meditation has
made the biggest impact in the country, recruiting 20,000 in 1990 through
a large-scale advertising campaign. Paul writes that the situation goes
beyond the post-communist bewilderment about religious pluralism and
economic freedom; with high inflation and little value to Estonian
currency, there is hardly a way to compete with such movements. In the
present situation, American Presbyterians, paying in [American del 1 arsJ ,
can buy time every Sunday morning on Estonian TV for Ben Haden s
^Awakening Sermon.' The Lutheran Church can only afford to transmit two
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f e s t i v e o c c a s i o n s a y e a r . " P a u l s e e s E s t o n i a n s o c i e t y d i v i d e d , w i t h o n e
s e g m e n t m o v i n g t o t h e L u t h e r a n C h u r c h " a s t h e p u b l i c c h u r c h , a p p a r e n t l y
v a l u i n g i t f o r i t s t r a d i t i o n a l s t a b i l i t y i n t h i s m a d l y c h a n g i n g w o r l d .
O t h e r s t r y t o b e o n t o p o f t h e w a v e a n d t o b e p a r t o f t h e m o s t m o d e r n o f
r e l i g i o n s . L i k e t h e r e s t o f t h e w o r l d , t h e c o n s u m e r v a l u e o f r e l i g i o n
a p p e a r s t o b e m o r e i m p o r t a n t t h a n i t s m e a n i n g . " ( R e l i g i o n To d a y, K i n g s
C o l l e g e L o n d o n , S t r a n d , L o n d o n W C 2 R 2 L S E n g l a n d )

POPULAR CHURCH SERVICE DRAWING BACK DISSAFFECTED IN SECULAR FINLAND
W h i l e c h u r c h a t t e n d a n c e h a s b e e n s t e a d i l y d r o p p i n g i n F i n l a n d i n t h e l a s t
2 0 y e a r s , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n u r b a n c e n t e r s s u c h a s H e l s i n k i , t h e p o p u l a r i t y
o f a n e w k i n d o f w o r s h i p s e r v i c e s u g g e s t s t h a t s u c h d e c l i n e i s n o t
i r r e v e r s i b 1 e . L u t h e r a n W o r l d I n f o r m a t i o n ( F e b r u a r y 1 1 ) r e p o r t s t h a t t h e
s e r v i c e , c a l l e d t h e S t . T h o m a s M a s s , u s u a l l y fi l l s t h e s t a t e L u t h e r a n
c h u r c h e s w h e r e i t i s c e l e b r a t e d . T h e m a s s h a s b e e n d e s c r i b e d a s a
" e u c h a r i s t i c c e l e b r a t i o n , " " a s c c . . . . ^ n i s t h e h i g h p o i n t o f t h e l i t u r g y .
A b o u t 1 , 3 0 0 p e o p l e a t t e n d t h e s e r v i v ^ e e v e r y S u n d a y e v e n i n g i n H e l s i n k i ,
w h i l e i n T a m p e r e , t h e c o u n t r y ' s s e c o n d l a r g e s t c i t y , i t a t t r a c t s a b o u t
1 , 0 0 0 p e o p l e . T h e m a s s a l s o t a k e s p l a c e r e g u l a r l y i n s e v e r a l o t h e r m a j o r
F i n n i s h t o w n s . I n c o m p a r i s o n w i t h t r a d i t i o n a l s e r v i c e s , t h e S t . T h o m a s
M a s s p l a c e s a s t r o n g e m p h a s i s o n p r a y e r a n d m u s i c . E v e r y c e l e b r a t i o n
i n c l u d e s a n o p p o r t u n i t y f o r c o n f e s s i o n a n d a n n o i n t i n g w i t h o i l . A s t h e
m a s s e s a r e p r e p a r e d b y p a r t i c i p a n t s , e a c h i s o n e i s d i f f e r e n t . T h e
p a r t i c i p a n t s , h a l f o f w h o m h a v e d i s t a n c e d t h e m s e l v e s f r o m p a r i s h l i f e ,
i n c l u d e a w i d e r a n g e o f a g e s a n d s o c i a l g r o u p s . S u r v e y s o f t h e
p a r t i c i p a n t s h a v e f o u n d t h a t t h e y v a l u e t h e m a s s e s ' f r e e s t y l e - - l a i t y
h a v e a g r e a t e r r o l e i n l e a d e r s h i p , t h e r e i s a v a r i e t y o f m u s i c s t y l e s ,
a n d t h e p r a y e r s e c t i o n i n c l u d e s a p e r i o d w h e r e t h e r e i s f r e e d o m t o m o v e
f r o m o n e " p r a y e r a l t a r " t o t h e n e x t . ( L u t h e r a n W o r l d / n f o r m a t i o n , P . O .
B o x 2 1 0 0 , R o u t e D e F e r n e y 1 5 0 , C H - 1 2 1 1 G e n e v a 2 S w i t z e r l a n d )
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