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T h e c r i s i s i n B o s n i a - H e r z o g o v i n a h a s c r e a t e d u n i q u e r e l i g i o u s a n d
c u l t u r a l a l l i a n c e s a m o n g A m e r i c a n g r o u p s , a n d h a s a l s o b r o u g h t i n t o f o c u s
t h e p o l i t i c a l r o l e s o f I s l a m a n d E a s t e r n O r t h o d o x y d u r i n g t h i s c o n fl i c t ,
a c c o r d i n g t o r e c e n t r e p o r t s . T h e W a s h i n g t o n P o s t ( M a y 1 4 ) r e p o r t s t h a t
t h e s t r a n g e n e s s o f s u c h a l l i a n c e s w a s v i s i b l e e a r l y o n , w h e n J e w i s h ,
C h r i s t i a n a n d M u s l i m o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n J a n u a r y i s s u e d a j o i n t d e m a n d f o r
m i l i t a r y i n t e r v e n t i o n i n t h e B a l k a n s ; a s o n e P r o t e s t a n t m i n i s t e r p o i n t e d
o u t , " I t ' s n o t v e r y o f t e n t h a t y o u h e a r a b u n c h o f c l e r g y m e n g e t t o g e t h e r
t o d e m a n d s u r g i c a l m i l i t a r y s t r i k e s . " O n t h e i n t e r f a i t h f r o n t , " s o m e o f
t h e g e t - a c q u a i n t e d w o r k h a d a l r e a d y b e e n d o n e a f t e r t h e g u l f w a r
e x p e r i e n c e , " w r i t e s A m y S c h w a r t z . A s i d e f r o m t h e a v o i d a n c e o f d i s c u s s i o n
o f M i d d l e E a s t a f f a i r s , J e w s a n d M u s l i m s h a v e f o u n d g r e a t e r c o m m o n g r o u n d
o n o t h e r i s s u e s , s u c h a s t h e s h a r e d e x p e r i e n c e s o f a s s i m i l a t i o n , t h r o u g h
t h e B o s n i a c o n c e r n [ c o n fi r m i n g a t r e n d t o w a r d m o r e c o o p e r a t i o n b e t w e e n
I s l a m i c a n d J e w i s h g r o u p s ; s e e J u l y - A u g u s t ^ 9 2 R W ] O n e J e w i s h o f fi c i a l
s a y s , " T h e f e a r o f a b a n d o n m e n t - - t h a t t h e w o r l d i s a b a n d o n i n g M u s l i m s i n
B o s n i a - - h a s a l o t o f r e s o n a n c e f o r J e w s . "

O n e o f t h e m o r e u n u s u a l c o a l i t i o n s t h a t h a s d e v e l o p e d o u t o f t h e p r o t e s t s
o n b e h a l f o f B o s n i a i n v o l v e A m e r i c a n M u s l i m s a n d f e m i n i s t s . T h e p a n -
I s l a m i c A m e r i c a n M u s l i m C o u n c i l h a s h i r e d a w o m e n c o n v e r t t o I s l a m a s a
l i a s o n t o a w i d e n e t w o r k o f h u m a n i t a r i a n a n d f e m i n i s t g r o u p s , s u c h a s t h e
N a t i o n a l O r g a n i z a t i o n o f W o m e n ( N O W ) . I t w a s t h e f e m i n i s t g r o u p s t h a t
w e r e i n s t r u m e n t a l i n g e t t i n g t h e " r a p e m o t e l s , " a n d s u r v i v o r s t o r i e s i n t o
t h e p r e s s a n d i n c l a s s i f y i n g r a p e s a s w a r c r i m e s . O n e M u s l i m o r g a n i z e r
s a y s , " W e d i s a g r e e w i t h m a y b e 8 0 p e r c e n t o f w h a t t h e y s t a n d f o r , b u t o n
t h e o t h e r 2 0 p e r c e n t , w e c a n w o r k t o g e t h e r . " T h e f e m i n i s t s i d e
e x p e r i e n c e d i t s o w n c u l t u r e s h o c k w h e n i t w a s l e a r n e d t h a t w o m e n a t t i r e d
i n I s l a m i c g a r b ( " h e j a b " ) w o u l d b e o n a N O W p l a t f o r m . S c h w a r t z c o n c l u d e s
t h a t t h e m o s t d i f fi c u l t a s p e c t o f t h e s e n e w a l l i a n c e s w i l l b e t o
" t r a n s f e r t h e u r g e n c y o f a g e n u i n e , d e s p e r a t e , o v e r a r c h i n g g o a l . . . t o a
w i d e r f r i e n d s h i p t h a t c a n l a s t . "

T h e s i g n i fi c a n t M u s l i m c o n c e r n o v e r B o s n i a h a s g r o w n i n t o a n e x t e n s i v e
e t h n i c p a t c h w o r k , " n o t a l l o f w h i c h a r e u s e d t o w o r k i n g t o g e t h e r e v e n
w i t h i n I s l a m , " s a y s a n o r g a n i z e r . T h e A m e r i c a n M u s l i m m a g a z i n e T h e
M i n a r e t ( M a y / J u n e ) p a r t i a l l y a g r e e s w i t h t h a t a s s e s s m e n t , a d d i n g t h a t t h e
c r i s i s " p r o m p t e d a n i n c r e a s e i n M u s l i m p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i s m ( M u s l i m s w h o
h a d b e e n q u i e t b e f o r e w r o t e l e t t e r s t o g o v e r n m e n t o f fi c i a l s f o r t h e fi r s t
t i m e ) , a n d M u s l i m s t o o k a s t e p t o w a r d c r e a t i n g a n a t i o n a l s t r u c t u r e f o r
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p o l i t i c a l m o b i l i z a t i o n . " B u t t h e r e i s a l s o a g o o d d e a l o f c r i t i c i s m a n d
d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n i n t h e m a g a z i n e a b o u t h o w t h e A m e r i c a n M u s l i m c o m m u n i t y
r e s p o n d e d t o t h e B o s n i a c r i s i s . O n e a r t i c l e a r g u e s t h a t i f M u s l i m s h a d
s p e n t " j u s t a f r a c t i o n o f t h e m i l l i o n s t h e y d o n a t e d t o r e l i e f o n m e d i a
a n d l o b b y i n g c a m p a i g n s a n d o n g a i n i n g a c c e s s t o p o l i t i c i a n s , t h e y c o u l d
h a v e c o n v i n c e d t h e A m e r i c a n g o v e r n m e n t t o h e l p B o s n i a . " S i n c e t h e U . S .
I s l a m i c m o b i l i z a t i o n e f f o r t w a s c h a n n e l l e d t h r o u g h m o s q u e s a n d I s l a m i c
c e n t e r s , t h e m e s s a g e d i d n o t r e a c h t h e l a r g e m a j o r i t y o f A m e r i c a n M u s l i m s
w h o a r e n o n - a t t e n d e r s . t h e M u s l i m l e a d e r s h i p i t s e l f c o m e s i n f o r
c r i t i c i s m , a s i t i s " s t i l l b u s y fi g h t i n g e a c h o t h e r o n p e t t y i s s u e s s u c h
a s c o n t r o l o v e r m o s q u e s , c a r p e t i n g t h e h o u s e s o f w o r s h i p , d i n n e r s f o r
a l r e a d y f e d p e o p l e . . . a n d a c c u s a t i o n s a n d c o u n t e r - a c c u s a t i o n s a g a i n s t
e a c h o t h e r . I n t e r e s t i n g l y , t h e M u s l i m l e a d e r s h i p i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s h a s
y e t t o m e e t o n c e t o d i s c u s s e i t h e r B o s n i a o r a n y o t h e r i s s u e c o n c e r n i n g
t h e M u s l i m c o m m u n i t y . . . "

M e a n w h i l e , t h e A m e r i c a n a n d i n t e r n a t i o n a l E a s t e r n O r t h o d o x c o m m u n i t y h a s
o f t e n b e e n p o r t r a y e d a s l a r g e l y s i l e n t a b o u t B o s n i a , i f n o t s u p p o r t i v e o f
S e r b i a n f e l l o w O r t h o d o x b e l i e v e r s i n t h e s t r u g g l e . T h e N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l
o f C h u r c h e s h a s b e e n m o r e h e s i t a n t t h a n u s u a l i n j o i n i n g t h e c o a l i t i o n
d e s c r i b e d a b o v e m a i n l y b e c a u s e i t s O r t h o d o x m e m b e r s h a v e p e t i t i o n e d U . S .
P r e s i d e n t B i l l C l i n t o n a g a i n s t t h e u s e o f m i l i t a r y i n t e r v e n t i o n i n t h e
B a l k a n s . B u t i n t h e m a g a z i n e F i r s t T h i n g s ( J u n e - J u l y ) , U k r a i n i a n O r t h o d o x
w r i t e r A n t h o n y U g o l n i k w r i t e s t h a t t h e A m e r i c a n m e d i a a n d c r i t i c s h a v e
f a i l e d t o " p u b l i c i z e a n d e m p o w e r t h e f e w b r a v e v o i c e s " a m o n g t h e
S e r b i a n s . S e r b i a ' s O r t h o d o x l e a d e r P a t r i a r c h P a u l " h a s s p o k e n f r e q u e n t l y
a n d w i t h g r e a t s p i r i t u a l d i s c e r n m e n t o f t h e h o s t i l i t i e s i n t h e
B a l k a n s . . . G r e e t e d b y t h i n a n d t r e a c l y A m e r i c a n m e d i a a t t e n t i o n , h e h a s
v i s i t e d t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s f o r a s s i s t a n c e i n h i s a p p e a l s f o r p e a c e . " O n e
C a t h o l i c r e l i e f w o r k e r m a n a g i n g O r t h o d o x r e l i e f e f f o r t s i n B e l g r a d e s a y s
t h a t t h e S e r b i a n O r t h o d o x C h u r c h i s t h e " o n l y r e a l i n s t i t u t i o n a l s u r v i v o r
i n S e r b i a . . . t h e S t a t e c o u l d n o t d i g e s t i t . A n d t h e o n l y m o r a l v o i c e i n
S e r b i a w h i c h c a n n o t b e s i l e n c e d b e l o n g s t o P a t r i a r c h P a u l . T h e We s t n e e d s
t o h e a r h i m . "

Ugolnik adds that the "Patr iarch, however, is an ^Old Calendar*
t rad i t ional is t even by Orthodox standards; he does not a t t ract the wand
of v i s ib i l i t y wh ich Amer ican commenta to rs reserve fo r the l i gh ts o f
re l ig ious l ibera l ism. The Amer ican media ignore Patr iarch Paul and
inadver ten t l y l eg i t im ize , w i th the i r camera and w i re repor ts , the den o f
t h i e v e s i n t h e S e r b i a n p o l i t i c a l a r e n a . " B u t t h e B a l k a n c o n fl i c t s h a v e
a l s o s e r v e d t o g r e a t e r u n i f y t h e v a r i o u s E a s t e r n O r t h o d o x c h u r c h e s .
Ugo ln i k w r i t es t ha t I n t e rna t i ona l O r thodox Ch r i s t i an Cha r i t i e s ( IOCCJ l j - ^ ^ '
" f o r t h e fi r s t t i m e , i s c a p a b l e o f c o o r d i n a t i n g o f t e n c o m p e t i n g O r t h o d o x
j u r i s d i c t i o n s i n a c o h e r e n t , p r o f e s s i o n a l r e l i e f e f f o r t . T h r o u g h o u t
Eas te rn Europe , Or thodox ins t i tu t ions , un l i ke the co r rup t res idues o f a
fa i l ed Marx i sm, p rove mos t capab le o f de l i ve r i ng a id e f fic ien t l y. And i n
B e l g r a d e , l O C C r e p r e s e n t a t i v e R o b e r t P i a n k a , w h o s h a r e s h i s C a t h o l i c
t r a d i t i o n w i t h t h e C r o a t s , i s a b l e t o d i r e c t O r t h o d o x a i d t o r e a c h
M u s l i m s u n d e r S e r b i a n c o n t r o l . " ( T h e M i n a r e t , 4 3 4 S o u t h V e r m o n t A v e . , L o s
Angeles, CA 90020; First Things, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10010)

THE THEOLOGY BEHIND H1LLARY 011NTON'S TOLITI OS OF MEAN ING' '
A s H i l l a r y R o d h a m C l i n t o n ' s r o l e h a s g r o w n i n h e r h u s b a n d ' s ^
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , o b s e r v e r s h a v e s o u g h t t o u n c o v e r s o m e o f t h e r e l i g i o u s
m o t i v a t i o n s a n d u n d e r p i n n i n g s i n h e r p o l i t i c s - - a n d t h e y ' v e f o u n d a l o t .
T h e W a s h i n g t o n P o s t ( M a y 6 ) r e p o r t s t h a t w h i l e H i l l a r y C l i n t o n i s o f t e n
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p o r t r a y e d a s a l i b e r a l f e m i n i s t , h e r p o l i t i c a l p o s i t i o n s a n d p h i l o s o p h y
a r e m o r e c o m p l e x , o f t e n r o o t e d i n t h e o l o g i c a l r e fl e c t i o n . R e c e n t l y
C l i n t o n h a s b e e n s p e a k i n g o f t h e n e e d t o d e v e l o p a " p o l i t i c s o f m e a n i n g ,^ and when she describes what we need, it reads like a mixture of ancient
w i s d o m , b i b l i c a l t e a c h i n g a n d c o m m u n i t a r i a n t h i n k i n g , w i t h s o m e o f
R e i n h o l d N i e b u h r ' s p r a g m a t i s m t h r o w n i n . " H i l l a r y C l i n t o n i s s a i d t o h o l d
t o t h i s b a s i c r e l i g i o u s p h i l o s o p h y ( w h i c h i s o f t e n c a l l e d
" c o m m u n i t a r i a n " ) : " L i f e h a s a t r a n s c e n d e n t a l m e a n i n g . . . A n d i n o r d e r t o
fi n d i t , y o u h a v e t o b e i n v o l v e d i n s o m e t h i n g b i g g e r t h a n y o u r s e l f ,
l i n k e d t o a h i g h e r p u r p o s e . . . E x c e s s i v e i n d i v i d u a l i s m a n d m a t e r i a l i s m m u s t
g i v e w a y t o s e l fl e s s n e s s . T h i s m e a n s t h a t b e a n - c o u n t i n g a n d r i g h t s - b a s e d
l i b e r a l i s m w i l l p r o b a b l y n e e d t o e n d , " w r i t e s M a r t h a S h e r r i l l .
T h e F i r s t L a d y d r a w s i n s p i r a t i o n f r o m t h e w r i t i n g s o f c o m m u n i t a r i a n
ph i losopher Wi l l iam Qals ton (now work ing wi th the Cl in ton admin is t ra t ion)
a n d M i c h a e l L e r n e r , t h e e d i t o r o f t h e l i b e r a l J e w i s h m a g a z i n e T i k k u n .

"A pract ic ing Method is t a l l her l i fe , she is a lso the embodiment o f the
c h u r c h ' s v a l u e s , i t s s o c i a l p e r s p e c t i v e a n d s e n s e o f p u r p o s e . " S h e r r i l l
n o t e s t h a t w i t h h e r r e c e n t t a l k o f v a l u e s a n d r e l i g i o n , " o l d - l i n e
l i b e r a l s a r e s t a r t i n g t o s o u n d a l i t t l e d i s a p p o i n t e d i n o u r n e w F i r s t
Lady." A profile on Hil lary Clinton in the New York Times Magazine (May
2 3 ) d e l v e s d e e p e r i n t o h e r w o r l d v i e w, a n d a l s o c o n c l u d e s t h a t h e r
l i b e r a l i s m i s d e r i v e d f r o m r e l i g i o s i t y , c o m b i n i n g a " p r o g r e s s i v e " s o c i a l
agenda wi th moral ism. Two of the most s ignificant theological influences
o n C l i n t o n ' s t h i n k i n g a r e t h e w r i t i n g s o f P a u l T i l l i c h a n d R e i n h o l d
N i e b u h i s p e c i fi c a l l y T i l l i c h ' s t e a c h i n g t h a t a l i e n a t i o n a n d a c r i s i s o f
meaning are today 's pr imary sp i r i tua l problems, and Niebuhr 's v iew that
po l i t i ca l change requ i res a leg i t imate use o f power. But the evange l ica l
n e w s w e e k l y Wo r 1 d ( M a y 2 2 ) s e e s C l i n t o n ' s l i b e r a l M e t h o d i s m a s t h e^ determining factor in her politiical philosophy. Diane Knippers of the
n e o c o n s e r v a t i v e I n s t i t u t e o n R e l i g i o n a n d D e m o c r a c y i s q u o t e d a s s a y i n g :
" I s e e H i l l a r y C l i n t o n ' s v a l u e s a s c o n s i s t e n t w i t h t h e v a l u e s o f m a n y
U n i t e d M e t h o d i s t s I k n o w. T h e y a r e s i n c e r e a n d w e l l - m e a n i n g , e a g e r t o
please everyone, and they want to make the world a better place. But
they, l i ke o ther l ibera l Chr is t ians, can be very na ive about human
nature." (World, P.O. Box 2330, Ashevi l le, NC 28802)

PSYCHOLOGY'S INFLUENCE GROWING IN EVANGELICALISM
W h i l e m o s t p u b l i c a t t e n t i o n o n e v a n g e l i c a l i s m h a s f o c u s e d o n i t s
invo lvement in po l i t i cs , a more qu ie t ye t p ro found t rans fo rmat ion i s
occur ing among evangel ica ls over the i r invo lvement in the " therapeut ic
revo lu t ion , " accord ing to Chr is t ian i tv Todav magaz ine (May 17) . In the
pas t decade . Chr i s t i an psycho logy, espec ia l l y as p rac t i ced in the fie ld
of counseling, has moved to the very center of American evangelical
i den t i t y. I t s i n f l uence can be found eve rywhere—f rom bes t se l l e r l i s t s
to te levangel ism, not to ment ion the burgeoning number of Chr ist ian
the rap i s t s . The c i t ade l o f evange l i ca l i sm , Whea ton Co l l ege i n I l l i no i s ,
has j us t c rea ted i t s fi r s t doc to ra l p rog ram, and i t i s i n psycho logy.
Yet , pervas ive as i t i s , the therapeut ic surge has produced i ts share o f
c r i t i c i s m . T h e b a s i c i s s u e c e n t e r s a r o u n d t h e e x t e n t t o w h i c h t h e B i b l e ,
a s i n t e r p r e t e d b y e v a n g e l i c a l s , i s i n i t s e l f s u f fi c i e n t t o f u r n i s h
a n s w e r s t o t h e i s s u e s f a c e d i n t h e r a p y, a n d w h e t h e r t h e k n o w l e d g e a n d
ins ight gained over the last century by secular psychologists can be
i n t e g r a t e d i n t o t h e r a p i e s w h i c h h o n o r b i b l i c a l a u t h o r i t y. I n fl u e n t i a l
evangelical leaders such as Martin and Diedre Bobgan, and megachurch
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p a s t o r J o h n M a c A r t h u r a m o n g o t h e r s s a y t h a t t h e B i b l e i s a n a l l -
s u f fi c i e n t a u t h o r i t y f o r m e e t i n g a n y h u m a n n e e d s ; t h e y s a y t h a t o n c e
p e o p l e o f f a i t h s e e k t o i n t e g r a t e h u m a n k n o w l e d g e i n t o i t s s a c r e d
t e a c h i n g s , t h e y b r i n g d i s h o n o r t o t h a t f a i t h .

H o w e v e r , o v e r t h e y e a r s , t h e l i k e s o f a u t h o r - b r o a d c a s t e r s J a m e s D o b s o n ,
C h a r l e s S w i n d e l l , a n d C h a r l e s S t a n l e y s e e m t o b e w i n n i n g t h e s u p p o r t o f
l i k e - m i n d e d b e l i e v e r s a s t h e y b a l a n c e t h e u s e o f a c a d e m i c a l l y r e s p o n s i b l e
s e c u l a r r e s e a r c h w i t h a n a t t e m p t t o e v a l u a t e s u c h t e a c h i n g s i n t h e l i g h t
o f s c r i p t u r e . I n a p p l i e d c o u n s e l i n g s i t u a t i o n s , s e v e r a l m a j o r c l i n i c s a n d
h o s p i t a l s a r e b e c o m i n g r e c o g n i z e d a s t h e p a c e s e t t e r s f o r t h o s e w h o s e e
the need to go beyond Bib l ica l l i te ra l ism to incorporate respons ib le new
therapies. Among the leading cl in ics are Minir th-Meier, Rapha, and New
Li fe centers . So too , major evange l ica l seminar ies such as Fu l le r, B io la
and Trini ty offer accredited programs based on an interchange between
bib l ica l teach ing and the menta l hea l th fie ld . Foes and suppor ters both
a g r e e t h a t t h e d a n g e r i n s u c h a ' r e v o l u t i o n * i s t h e p o s s i b l i t y t h a t
therapy wi l l beg in to dominate the express ion of evangel ica l ism.
Trad i t iona l theo logy, educat ion, miss ion work , and evangel ism could wel l
be relegated to a secondary posit ion. To guard against such a
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n , l e a d e r s a n d p r a c t i t i o n e r s a l i k e a r e c u r r e n t l y e v a l u a t i n g
just how far the revolut ion should go. As matters stand now, the pro-
t h e r a p y f a c t i o n s e e m s t o b e i n c o m m a n d b u t a r e a w a r e t h a t t h e i r c r i t i c s
wi l l a lways be nearby. (Chr is t ian i ty Today, 465 Gundersen Dr. , Caro l
S t r e a m , I L 6 0 1 8 7 ) - - B y E r l i n g J o r s t a d , c o n t r i b u t i n g e d i t o r o f R W a n d
pro fessor o f H is to ry a t S t . O la f Co l iege

UNITED PENTECOSTALS PROVING CONSERVATIVE CHURCHES DON'T ALWAYS GROW?
A d i v i s i o n b e t w e e n d e n o m i n a t i o n a l t r a d i t i o n a l i s t s a n d t h o s e m o r e a t t u n e d
to modern l i fe is breaking apart the Uni ted Pentecosta l Church, according
t o C h a r i s m a m a g a z i n e ( M a y ) . " R e a c t i n g t o w h a t t h e y c o n s i d e r
author i ta r ian ism wi th in the i r denominat ion , more than 200 pastors in the
United Pentecostal Church have severed ties with the group and formed a
new a l l i ance , the In te rna t iona l Ne twork o f M in i s te rs . The sp l i t occu r red
after the UPC leaders voted to enforce a holiness code that, among other
t h i n g s , p r o h i b i t s p a s t o r s f r o m w a t c h i n g t e l e v i s i o n a n d f o r b i d s f e m a l e
church members from cutting their hair or wearing makeup. Observers say
that i t is only a matter of t ime before many pastors leave the 500,000
member UPC in p ro tes t . Bu t t op UPC o f fic ia l s say t hey mus t demand
c o n f o r m i t y t o t h e i r c o n s e r v a t i v e t r a d i t i o n s t o p r e v e n t a m o r a l d r i f t i n
t h e i r c o n g r e g a t i o n s , " r e p o r t s L e e G r a d y.

One veteran pastor says, "Being in the UPC is l ike being in a time warp.
Al l you have to do to be considered 'holy* is stay behind the styles 30
years. The UPC is in a decl ining mode. I f they don' t reform their days
are numbered." Grady notes that UPC's growth has slowed in the U.S., yet
i t is growing in the Third World. Many of the larger UPC congregations
a l s o a p p e a r t o b e o p p o s e d t o t h e c o d e . [ T h e v i e w t h a t s t r i c t c h u r c h e s
with an otherworldly approach tend to grow whi le more lax and "worldly"
churches decline in members has become increasingly accepted among
sociologists and otlier observers. But the UPC case, as well as that of
t rad i t iona l fundamenta l i s t churches be ing out -grown by evange l ica l
congregations adopting contemporary "seeker" models (see May RW),
suggests that this is not an iron-bound law. Perhaps the key to such
growth is in demanding a high level of commitment (such as in many
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m e g a c h u r c h e s ' s m a l l g r o u p m i n i s t r y e m p h a s i z i n g " d i s c i p l e s h i p " a n d
s p i r i t u a l g r o w t h ) w i t h o u t a p p e a r i n g " o l d - f a s h i o n e d " a n d o u t s i d e o f t h e
c u l t u r a l m a i n s t r e a m ] ( C h a r i s m a , 6 0 0 R h i n e h a r t R d . , L a k e M a r y, F L 3 2 7 4 6 )

AMERICAN MISSIONS MORE COOPERATIVE, CROSS-CULTURAL
A " s e a c h a n g e i n w o r l d m i s s i o n s " i s t a k i n g p l a c e , a c c o r d i n g t o t h e
e v a n g e l i c a l W o r l d m a g a z i n e ( M a y 8 ) . T h e m a g a z i n e q u o t e s t h e e v a n g e l i c a l
W o r l d V i s i o n ' s r e c e n t l y r e l e a s e d m i s s i o n s h a n d b o o k ( 1 9 9 3 - 9 5 ) : " F o r t h e
fi r s t t i m e i n fi v e d e c a d e s , t h e r e p o r t e d n u m b e r o f p e o p l e [ i n w o r l d
m i s s i o n s ] f r o m t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s h a s f a l l e n f r o m 5 0 , 5 0 0 i n 1 9 8 8 t o 4 1 , 1 4 2
i n 1 9 9 2 . " T h e r e v e r s a l a n d t h e s i z e o f t h e d e c l i n e d o n o t n e c e s s a r i l y
m e a n t h a t U . S . m i s s i o n s a r e l o s i n g t h e i r f o r c e , b u t r a t h e r t h a t c a r e e r o r
l o n g - t e r m m i s s i o n s e r v i c e h a s d e c l i n e d [ s e e J a n u a r y RW f o r m o r e o n t h e
d e c l i n e o f l o n g - t e r m m i s s i o n a r i e s a n d t h e g r o w t h o f s h o r t - t e r m w o r k e r s ] .
S u c h d e c l i n e i s a l s o d u e t o n e w c o o p e r a t i v e m i s s i o n e f f o r t s : t h e y e a r b o o k
i n c l u d e s s u c h n e w c a t e g o r i e s a s " f u l l y s u p p o r t e d n o n - U . S . [ m i s s i o n a r i e s ]
s e r v i n g o u t s i d e t h e i r h o m e c o u n t r y , " w h i c h m e a n s c r o s s - c u 1 t u r a l
m i s s i o n a r i e s t h a t a r e r e l a t e d t o U . S . a g e n c i e s , b u t a r e n o t f r o m c h u r c h e s
i n t h i s c o u n t r y . T h e r e i s a n o t h e r g r o u p o f a b o u t 3 , 0 0 0 f r o m o t h e r
c o u n t r i e s s e r v i n g o u t s i d e t h e i r h o m e l a n d s a n d p a r t i a l l y s u p p o r t e d f r o m
w i t h i n t h e U . S . I t i s a l s o n o t e d t h a t t h e a m o u n t o f m o n e y g i v e n t h r o u g h
U . S . m i s s i o n o r g a n i z a t i o n s h a s r e m a i n e d s t a b l e ( a r o u n d $ 2 b i l l i o n ) o v e r
t h e f o u r y e a r s s i n c e t h e p r e v i o u s e d i t i o n o f t h e h a n d b o o k . W h i l e A m e r i c a n
m i s s i o n s a r e i n c r e a s i n g l y c o o p e r a t i n g w i t h o t h e r c o u n t r i e s , i t a p p e a r s
t h a t m i s s i o n s i n S o u t h K o r e a a r e c o m i n g i n t o t h e i r o w n . T h e m a g a z i n e
r e p o r t s t h a t t h e r e h a s b e e n a 5 7 p e r c e n t j u m p i n K o r e a n o v e r s e a s
m i s s i o n a r y p e r s o n n e l ( n o w t o t a l i n g 2 , 5 7 6 ) i n a t w o - y e a r p e r i o d .

MINORITIES REPORTED TO BE INCREASINGLY CONVERTING TO JUDAISM

I n c r e a s i n g n u m b e r s o f b l a c k , H i s p a n i c a n d A s i a n p e o p l e a r e e m b r a c i n g
J u d a i s m , a c c o r d i n g t o t h e N e w Yo r k T i m e s ( M a y 1 7 ) . P e o p l e f r o m s u c h
m i n o r i t y g r o u p s a r e n o t c o n v e r t i n g b e c a u s e o f a J e w i s h s p o u s e , b u t
" b e c a u s e t h e y b e l i e v e i t o f f e r s a s e n s e o f c o m m u n i t y , r e s p e c t , l o v e a n d
i n n e r p e a c e t h a t t h e y d i d n o t fi n d i n o t h e r r e l i g i o n s , " r e p o r t s t h e
a r t i c l e . B a s e d o n a s u r v e y t a k e n f r o m 1 9 8 8 a n d 1 9 9 0 , s o c i o l o g i s t E g o n
M a y e r e s t i m a t e s t h a t t h e r e a r e a b o u t 2 , 0 0 0 o f s u c h c o n v e r t s . T h i s i s
s l i g h t l y m o r e t h a n o n e p e r c e n t o f t h e 1 8 5 , 0 0 0 p e o p l e w h o h a v e c o n v e r t e d
t o J u d a i s m i n t h e U . S . ( m a i n l y s t e m m i n g f r o m t h e i n fl u e n c e o f J e w i s h
s p o u s e s ) . M o s t o f t h e m i n o r i t y c o n v e r t s l e a r n a b o u t a n d r e a c h o u t t o
J u d a i s m o n t h e i r o w n r a t h e r t h a n b e i n g r e c r u i t e d b y e t h n i c J e w s . A l t h o u g h
m o s t J e w i s h d e n o m i n a t i o n s a r e o p e n t o n e w b e l i e v e r s , m i n o r i t y c o n v e r t s ,
l i k e w h i t e c o n v e r t s , t e n d t o j o i n t h e O r t h o d o x a n d C o n s e r v a t i v e b r a n c h e s -
- g r o u p s t h e y f e e l a r e t h e m o s t a u t h e n t i c a n d r e c o g n i z e d a m o n g a l l J e w s .
A l t h o u g h e t h n i c J e w s a r e a t fi r s t s u r p r i s e d w h e n m e e t i n g m i n o r i t y
c o n v e r t s , s u c h n e w c o m e r s r e p o r t t h a t t h e y e v e n t u a l l y f e e l w e l c o m e d i n
s y n a g o g u e s .

CURRENT RESEARCH RECENT FINDINGS ON RELIGIOUS ATTITUDES AND BEHAVIOR
♦ N e a r l y 8 0 p e r c e n t o f U . S . m i n i s t e r s a n d p r i e s t s a g r e e w i t h t h e
s t a t e m e n t t h a t t h e n e w s m e d i a i n fl u e n c e p e o p l e ' s t h i n k i n g a n d b e h a v i o r
m o r e t h a n r e l i g i o n d o e s , a c c o r d i n g t o a r e c e n t s u r v e y c o n d u c t e d b y
Va n d e r b i l t U n i v e r s i t y . E c u m e n i c a l P r e s s S e r v i c e ( M a y 11 - 3 1 ) r e p o r t s t h a t
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w h e n t h e s u r v e y a s k e d r e l i g i o n r e p o r t e r s a n d n e w s p a p e r e d i t o r s t h e s a m e
q u e s t i o n , t h e y d i s a g r e e d b y a 5 t o 3 m a r g i n . L o s A n g e l e s T i m e s r e l i g i o n
r e p o r t e r J o h n D a r t , a v i s i t i n g s c h o l a r a t V a n d e r b i l t , s a i d t h a t t h o s e
m i n i s t e r s i d e n t i f y i n g t h e m s e l v e s a s c o n s e r v a t i v e e v a n g e l i c a l w e r e t h e
m o s t p e s s i m i s t i c a b o u t t h e i n fl u e n c e o f r e l i g i o n i n p u b l i c l i f e , w i t h t h e
o v e r w h e l m i n g p e r c e n t a g e o f t h e s e m i n i s t e r s v i e w i n g n e w s r e p o r t i n g a s
b i a s e d a g a i n s t m i n i s t e r s a n d o r g a n i z e d r e l i g i o n - - a j u d g e m e n t w i d e l y
r e j e c t e d b y t h e j o u r n a l i s t s s u r v e y e d . D a r t d o e s n o t a g r e e w i t h t h o s e w h o
b l a m e d i s c o n t e n t w i t h r e l i g i o u s n e w s c o v e r a g e i n t h e m e d i a o n a n
" i r r e l i g i o u s , n o n - b e l i e v i n g p r e s s , " c i t i n g a r e c e n t s u r v e y fi n d i n g t h a t
" r e l i g i o n w r i t e r s t e n d t o b e m o r e r e l i g i o u s t h a n t h e g e n e r a l p u b l i c . "
(Ecumenical Press Service, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2 Switzerland)
* F o u r A m e r i c a n t e e n a g e r s i n 1 0 ( 3 9 p e r c e n t ) d e s c r i b e t h e m s e l v e s a s b o r n -
a g a i n o r e v a n g e l i c a l C h r i s t i a n s , r e p r e s e n t i n g a f o u r p e r c e n t a g e p o i n t
increase since 1988, according to Emerging Trends (May), the Gallup
newslet ter on re l ig ion. By compar ison, 36 percent o f adul ts in the Gal lup
s u r v e y s a y t h e y a r e b o r n - a g a i n o r e v a n g e l i c a l C h r i s t i a n s . T h e n e w s l e t t e r
notes that the ranks of evangel icals usual ly grow as the populat ion ages
and increas ing ly c la im born-again exper iences. Ins tead, the recent survey
s h o w s t h a t t h e r e m a y b e " l a p s e d e v a n g e l i c a l s " a n d " r e c o v e r e d
evangelicals." Teens aged 13 to 15 show a higher than average tendency to
c l a i m e v a n g e l i c a l s t a t u s ( a t 4 2 p e r c e n t ) , b u t t h e n u m b e r o f a d h e r e n t s
decreases as people grow older. " I t is only by age 50 that people regain
e v a n g e l i c a l c o m m i t m e n t i n l a r g e r n u m b e r s a g a i n ( 4 4 p e r c e n t ) . I n f a c t b y
age 65 the number of evangel icals levels off again to 42 percent of the
p o p u l a t i o n , " a c c o r d i n g t o t h e n e w s l e t t e r .

O ther find ings in th i s i ssue show tha t teens a re less l i ke l y to be l ieve
in the creat ionist v iew of human or ig in ( that humani ty was created in
i ts present fo rm wi th in the las t 10,000 years) than adu l ts - - 35 percent
v e r s u s 4 6 p e r c e n t . A n o t h e r s u r v e y fi n d s t h a t t h e r e h a s b e e n a s u b s t a n t i a l
increase in teen approval of interfaith marriage from a 1988 finding: 72
percent approved of Protestant-Cathol ic marr iages in 1988, compared to 87
p e r c e n t t o d a y ; a p p r o v a l o f J e w i s h a n d n o n - J e w i s h m a r r i a g e s w e n t f r o m 7 5
percent in 1988 to 86 percent today. (Emerging Trends, 47 Hulfish St. ,
Suite 215, P.O. Box 389, Princeton, NJ 08542)

* The number and quality of friendships within congregations does heavily
i n fl u e n c e t h e d e c i s i o n a s t o w h i c h c h u r c h m e m b e r s a t t e n d - - b u t n o t i n t h e
expected way, according to a recent study. The Catholic magazine Church
(Spr ing ) c i tes a recen t s tudy in the Journa l fo r the Sc ien t i fic S tudv o f
R e l i g i o n . w h e r e q u e s t i o n n a i r e r e s u l t s f r o m fi v e d i f f e r e n t B a p t i s t
congregations show that those churches with the highest numbers of church
friends per member were either stable or declining. The study says that
newcomers found these churches "c l iquish." (Church, 299 El izabeth St . ,
N e w Yo r k , N Y 1 0 0 1 2 - 2 8 0 6 )

* A r e c e n t s t u d y o f 1 4 W e s t e r n C h r i s t i a n a n d J e w i s h c o u n t r i e s fi n d s
rel igious bel ief strong everywhere except East Germany and the
Ne the r l ands , w i t h t he ma jo r i t y i n t hese coun t r i es r e j ec t i ng be l i e f i n
G o d . S o c i o l o g i s t A n d r e w G r e e l e y a n a l y z e s s u r v e y s o f v a r i o u s c o u n t r i e s
(Germany, Ireland, Britain, Hungary, Italy, Norway, Israel, Slovenia, New
Zealand, Uni ted States, Nether lands and Poland) f rom the Internat ional
Soc ia l Survey Program, and confirms past find ings: The Uni ted Sta tes and ^
Ireland register the highest in belief in God, fol lowed by Italy, Israel,
B r i t a i n , a n d N e w Z e a l a n d . T h e s t u d y, w h i c h i s c i t e d i n t h e N a t i o n a l
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C a t h o l i c R e p o r t e r ( M a y 2 8 ) , a l s o fi n d s r e l i g i o u s r e n e w a l i n E a s t e r n
E u r o p e . G r e e l e y s a y s t h a t a l t h o u g h t h e r e i s n o t a m a s s i v e r e t u r n t o
r e l i g i o n i n t h i s r e g i o n , t h fi * " e i s a n " i n v i s i b l e r e v i v a l i n b e l i e f i n l i f e

/^after death which has not been observed, as far as we know." Bel ief in
l i f e a f t e r d e a t h i s h i g h e r a m o n g y o u n g e r p e o p l e i n t h e s e c o u n t r i e s ( a s
we l l as Wes t Germany and I s rae l ) t han among the m idd le -aged . The re has
a l s o b e e n a g r o w t h i n c h u r c h a t t e n d a n c e i n S l o v e n i a a n d H u n g a r y ( i n 1 9 8 6
s i x p e r c e n t o f H u n g a r i a n s r e p o r t e d r e g u l a r l y a t t e n d i n g c h u r c h c o m p a r e d t o
1 9 p e r c e n t i n 1 9 9 1 ) . G r e e l e y a l s o fi n d s t h a t t h o s e w h o p r a y a n d b e l i e v e
i n l i f e a f t e r d e a t h a r e m o r e l i k e l y t o o p p o s e t h e d e a t h p e n a l t y .
( N a t i o n a l C a t h o l i c R e p o r t e r, P. O . B o x 4 1 9 2 8 1 , K a n s a s C i t y, M O 6 4 1 4 1 ) .

ALTERNATIVE MEDICINE INCREASINGLY ACCEPTED BY GOVERNMENT HEALTH PROGRAMS
T h e g r o w t h o f a l t e r n a t i v e m e d i c i n e , i n c l u d i n g s u c h p r a c t i c e s a s t h e
H indu -based ayu rveda me thods , homeopa thy, and acupunc tu re , i s now
r e a c h i n g m a i n s t r e a m A m e r i c a n m e d i c i n e , p a r t i c u l a r l y g o v e r n m e n t h e a l t h
p r o g r a m s . I n t h e U . S . , a n e w g o v e r n m e n t O f fi c e o f A l t e r n a t i v e M e d i c i n e s
has been se t up t o make recommenda t i ons f o r t es t i ng t hese va r i ous new
m e t h o d s . H i n d u i s m To d a v n e w s p a p e r ( M a y ) r e p o r t s t h a t t h i s t r e n d h a s
i n t e r n a t i o n a l d i m e n s i o n s . T h e A u s t r a l i a n a n d G e r m a n g o v e r n m e n t s h a v e i n
r e c e n t m o n t h s d e c l a r e d a y u r v e d a a l e g a l l y b o n a fi d e m e a n s o f m e d i c i n e .
Slovakia, I ta ly, Spain and other European nat ions are d iscussing doing
the same, according to the newspaper. The Health Minister of the Canadian
province of Quebec, Marc Yvan Cote, recently claimed that 86 percent of
h i s c o n s t i t u e n t s h a v e f a i t h i n t h e s e a l t e r n a t i v e m e d i c i n e s , a n d 4 5
percent have sought he lp f rom an a l ternat ive pract i t ioner a t leagt once
[the New England Journal of Medic ine recent ly found that one-third of

/•^^those in the U.S. reported to have sought alternative treatments] "Thisis a true social phenomenon," Cote says. Quebec's physicians were
reported to have been the most enthusiast ic inqui rers in to such
a l t e r n a t i v e h e a l t h p r a c t i c e s w h e n a n A m e r i c a n a y u r v e d a p r a c t i t i o n e r
recent ly v is i ted the province. (Hinduism Today, 1819 Second St. , Concord,
C A 9 4 5 1 9 )

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT-EVANGELISM LINK ALSO DEVELOPING IN CANADA, UK
L a s t m o n t h ' s c o v e r s t o r y r e p o r t i n g t h a t u r b a n e v a n g e l i c a l c h u r c h e s a r e
i n c r e a s i n g l y l i n k i n g s o c i a l d e v e l o p m e n t a n d e v a n g e l i s m m o s t l y f o c u s e d o n
U.S. congregat ions. This t rend, however, is also evident in Canada and
G r e a t B r i t a i n . T h e C a n a d i a n e v a n g e l i c a l m a g a z i n e F a i t h To d a v ( M a r c h -
Apri l) reports that "For decades now, Canadian churches have more or less
c h o s e n t o b e e n g < a g e d i n e i t h e r e v a n g e l i s m o r m i n i s t r i e s o f s o c i a l
c o n c e r n - - b u t r a r e l y b o t h . N o w t h e r e a r e s i g n s , e s p e c i a l l y i n t h e d o w n t o w n
s e c t o r s o f c i t i e s s u c h a s H a l i f a x , To r o n t o , C a l g a r y a n d E d m o n t o n , t h a t
the two are becoming effect ively and credib ly balanced. And char ismat ic
g roups , o f ten c r i t i c i zed in the pas t fo r the i r a l l eged de tachment f rom
social concerns, are in a number of cases leading the way in ^mercy
min is t r ies ' to the poor and marg ina l ized. " Meanwhi le , in Eng land,
" c h a r i s m a t i c s a r e d e v e l o p i n g s o m e o f t h e c o u n t r y ' s m o s t s i g n i fi c a n t m e r c y
ministr ies," according to the American Charisma magazine (June).
" M i n i s t r i e s l i k e L I N K S I n t e r n a t i o n a l , P e c k h a m E v a n g e l i c a l C h u r c h e s A c t i o n
Network (PECAN), Jesus Action, and ACET— AIDS Care, Education and

' ' ^ Tr a i n i n g - - a r e h e l p i n g s e t t h e p a c e f o r C h r i s t i a n s i n B r i t a i n . A l l o f
these groups are l inked to the charismatic *house church' movement that
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b e g a n i n t h e 1 9 6 0 s / ' r e p o r t s t h e m a g a z i n e .

S u c h m i n i s t r i e s , w h i c h i n v o l v e w o r k i n g w i t h A I D S p a t i e n t s , i n t e r n a t i o n a l
r e l i e f a n d c o m m u n i t y d e v e l o p m e n t a n d n e i g h b o r h o o d a s s i s t a n c e p r o j e c t s ,
s o m e t i m e s c o m b i n e s o c i a l c o n c e r n w i t h e v a n g e l i s m , b u t o f t e n t h e y a r e
v i e w e d a s w a y s f o r C h r i s t i a n s t o s e r v e o t h e r s a n d " b e a p r o p h e t i c
p e o p l e , " s a y s o n e c h a r i s m a t i c l e a d e r . T h o s e i n v o l v e d i n s u c h m i n i s t r i e s
o f t e n c l a i m t o b e i n t h e t r a d i t i o n o f s u c h B r i t i s h r e f o r m e r s a s W i l l i a m
W i l b e r f o r c e a n d W i l l i a m B o o t h , w r i t e s M i c h a e l P a n n e l l . O f t e n t h e s e
m i n i s t r i e s a r e s e e n a s h a v i n g a b e t t e r s u c c e s s r a t e t h a n g o v e r n m e n t
p r o g r a m s . T h e P E C A N c o a l i t i o n o f c h u r c h e s o r g a n i z e d a n e m p l o y m e n t
p r e p a r a t i o n p r o g r a m t h a t h a s p r o d u c e d a 3 0 p e r c e n t s u c c e s s r a t e . T h e
g o v e r n m e n t ' s p r o g r a m f a l l s b e h i n d a t 1 0 p e r c e n t . A C E T , s t a r t e d b y D r .
P a t r i c k D i x o n a s a o n e - m a n m i n i s t r y t o A I D S p a t i e n t s , i s n o w t h e l a r g e s t
i n d e p e n d e n t p r o v i d e r o f h o m e c a r e t o A I D S p a t i e n t s i n E n g l a n d , w i t h 4 0 0
v o l u n t e e r s o f v a r i o u s d e n o m i n a t i o n s . S i x o u t o f 1 0 B r i t i s h h i g h s c h o o l s
u s e A C E T ' s A I D S e d u c a t i o n m a t e r i a l ( w h i c h a d h e r e s t o c o n s e r v a t i v e
C h r i s t i a n s t a n d a r d s o f s e x u a l i t y ! , a n d t h e m i n i s t r y ' s w o r k h a s s p r e a d t o
I r e l a n d , T h a i l a n d , U g a n d a a n d R c i . ( F a i t h T o d a y , B o x 8 8 0 0 , S t n . 8 ,
W i l l o w d a l e , O n t a r i o M 2 K 2 R 6 C a n a
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T h e r o l e o f w o m e n i n c h u r c h m i n i s t r i e s a r e c h a n g i n g i n t h e f o r m e r S o v i e t
U n i o n , a l t h o u g h n o t f a s t e n o u g h f o r v i s i t i n g W e s t e r n C h r i s t i a n s w h o h a v e
e x p e r i e n c e d c u l t u r e s h o c k i n t h e E a s t . C h r i s t i a n i t v T o d a y m a g a z i n e ( M a y
1 7 ) r e p o r t s t h a t w o m e n h a v e t r a d i t i o n a l l y b e e n l i m i t e d t o a c t i v i t i e s s u c h
a s s i n g i n g i n t h e c h o i r , b u t m o r e r e c e n t l y h a v e g a i n e d e n t r y i n t o c h u r c h
e d u c a t i o n p r o g r a m s f o r c h i l d r e n . Y e t t h e s a m e t r a d i t i o n a l a t t i t u d e s
p r o h i b i t i n g w o m e n f r o m l e a d e r s h i p i n R u s s i a n O r t h o d o x y s t i l l d o m i n a t e t h e
e v a n g e l i c a l c h u r c h e s - - s o m e t i m e s i n w a y s t h a t w o u l d e v e n s u r p r i s e a
W e s t e r n P r o t e s t a n t f u n d a m e n t a l i s t . S o m e c h u r c h e s , f o r e x a m p l e , p r o h i b i t
m a r r i e d w o m e n , h o w e v e r n o t t h e i r s i n g l e c o u n t e r p a r t s , f r o m t e a c h i n g
S u n d a y s c h o o l . M a r k E l i o t t o f t h e E a s t - W e s t I n s t i t u t e f o r C h r i s t i a n
S t u d i e s s a y s t h e w o m e n i n m i n i s t r y i s s u e i s a " p o w d e r k e g , " a d d i n g t h a t
" w o m e n a r e s o r e p r e s s e d t h a t i t h a s n o t d a w n e d o n t h e m e n t h a t t h e r e i s a
p r o b l e m . " B u t a c t i v i s t g r o u p s a r e f o r m i n g , a n d w o m e n a r e " i n c r e a s i n g l y
c o m i n g i n t o c o n t a c t w i t h o t h e r c u l t u r e s t h a t p r e s e n t a c h a l l e n g e t o t h e
s t a t u s q u o , " r e p o r t s t h e m a g a z i n e .
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•The Bosnian Crisis Generates New Alliances, Activism
•Evangelical Therapy; Alternative Medicine Gets Gov't Approval


