
R E L I G t O P i
A Newsletter Monitoring Trends In Contemporary Religion

Volume 8 Number 10
LOW MORALE GROWING AMONG MAINLINE CLERGY AND LAITY

September 1993

S e v e r a l r e c e n t s t u d i e s p o i n t t o a g r o w i n g a m o u n t o f c o n fl i c t a n d l o w
m o r a l e b e t w e e n m a i n l i n e P r o t e s t a n t c l e r g y a n d l a i t y . A m o n g U n i t e d
M e t h o d i s t s , a n e x t e n s i v e a n a l y s i s o f h o w t h e l a i t y e v a l u a t e s t h e i r p a s t o r s
s h o w s t h a t m e m b e r s v a l u e t h e q u a l i t i e s t h a t k e e p t h e i r c o n g r e g a t i o n s
f r i e n d l y a n d f o c u s e d o n l o c a l i s s u e s . P a s t o r a l q u a l i t i e s s u c h a s
c o u r a g e , i m a g i n a t i o n , a n d a m b i t i o n r a n k e d c o n s i d e r a b l y b e l o w t h o s e
q u a l i t i e s w h i c h u p h e l d c o n g r e g a t i o n a l h a r m o n y . T h e s t u d y , c o n d u c t e d b y
t h e G e n e r a l C o u n c i l o f M i n i s t r i e s o f t h e U n i t e d M e t h o d i s t C h u r c h a n d
r e p o r t e d i n t h e W a s h i n g t o n P o s t ( J u l y 2 4 ) , a s s e r t s t h a t t h e v a l u e s
M e t h o d i s t l a i t y l o o k s f o r i n t h e i r p a s t o r s a r e t h e k i n d s o f
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h a d e c l i n i n g i n s t i t u t i o n s i m p l y t r y i n g t o
m a i n t a i n i t s e l f .

i n a d e t a i l e d s t u d y o f m a i n l i n e c l e r g y s p o n s o r e d b y t h e A l b a n I n s t i t u t e
o f W a s h i n g t o n , D . C . , t h e r e s u l t s w e r e m u c h t h e s a m e . T h e c l e r g y fi n d
t h e m s e l v e s d e m o r a l i z e d b e c u a s e t h e y c a n n o t l e a d t h e i r p a r i s h i o n e r s t o
e n c o m p a s s a l a r g e r v i s i o n o f t h e r e l i g i o u s l i f e b r o a d e r t h a n t h a t o f
l o y a l t y t o t h e l o c a l b o d y . S u c h t e n s i o n s l e a d s o m e 8 0 p e r c e n t o f t h e
c l e r g y s u r v e y e d t o r e p o r t t h e i r m i n i s t r y w a s a d v e r s e l y a f f e c t i n g t h e i r
f a m i l i e s ; a s i m i l a r p e r c e n t a g e s t a t e d t h e y f e l t u n a b l e t o m e e t t h e
d e m a n d s o f t h e j o b , a c c o r d i n g t o t h e s t u d y c i t e d i n T h e L u t h e r a n m a g a z i n e
( A u g u s t ) . T h e A l b a n r e p o r t a l s o s h o w s t h a t p a r i s h - p a s t o r c o n fl i c t s r e s u l t
i n a f f e c t e d c l e r g y e i t h e r b e i n g r e m o v e d o r f o r c e d t o l e a v e t h e p a r i s h
d u r i n g t h e fi r s t t e n y e a r s o f c o n g r e g a t i o n a l m i n i s t r y . T h e t r e n d i s
c l e a r l y l e a d i n g a n i n c r e a s i n g n u m b e r o f c l e r g y t o v e r y s e r i o u s l y c o n s i d e r
r e s i g n i n g f r o m t h e m i n i s t r y .

O t h e r o b s e r v e r s , s u c h a s B r u c e L . S h e l l e y o f D e n v e r S e m i n a r y p o i n t t o
a n o t h e r s o u r c e o f c l e r g y i d e n t i t y c r i s i s . P r e s s u r e s f r o m t h e l a i t y h a v e
r e s h a p e d t h e r o l e o f t h e m i n i s t e r f r o m t h a t o f t h e t r a d i t i o n a l p r e a c h e r -
t e a c h e r t o o n e o f b e i n g a n " e n t e r p r i s i n g h e a l e r . " I n C h r i s t i a n i t v T o d a v
m a g a z i n e ( M a y 1 7 ) , S h e l l e y s u g g e s t s t h a t A m e r i c a ' s s u c c e s s - d r i v e n c u l t u r e
n o w i n t h e 1 9 9 0 s d e m a n d s t h a t a p a r i s h e i t h e r g r o w i n n u m b e r s a n d
r e s o u r c e s o r a c c e p t t h e f a c t t h a t t h e m i n i s t e r i n v o l v e d i s n o t c a p a b l e o f
n u r t u r i n g s u c h g r o w t h . P a s t o r s a r e a l s o e x p e c t e d t o b e h e a l e r s o f i n t r a -
c o n g r e g a t i o n a l b a t t l e s . S u c h a r e d e fi n i t i o n o f c l e r g y r o l e s c r e a t e s
e n o r m o u s m o r a l e p r o b l e m s f o r t h e m , r e s u l t i n g i n t h e c r i s i s o f c o n fi d e n c e
s h o w n b y a n i n c r e a s i n g l y l a r g e n u m b e r o f o r d a i n e d m i n i s t e r s . T h e S t .
P a u l P i o n e e r P r e s s ( A u g u s t 1 4 ) r e p o r t s t h a t i n a l l m a i n l i n e b o d i e s ,
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p r o g r a m s a r e u n d e r w a y t o a d d r e s s t h e s e c o n fl i c t s . B e y o n d i m p r o v i n g
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s a m o n g f e u d i n g m e m b e r s , t h e s e p r o g r a m s o f f e r m i n i s t e r s
c o u n s e l i n g s e r v i c e s , r e l e a s e t i m e f o r r e fl e c t i o n a n d s t u d y , a n d
r e d e d i c a t i o n t o t h e p r i m a r y g o a l s o f p a r i s h l i f e . ( T h e L u t h e r a n , 8 7 6 5 W .
H i g g i n s R d . , C h i c a g o , I L 6 0 6 3 1 ; C h r i s t i a n i t y T o d a y , 4 6 5 G u n d e r s e n D r . ,
C a r o l S t r e a m , I L 6 0 1 8 8 ) B y E r l i n g J o r s t a d , R W c o n t r i b u t i n g e d i t o r a n d
p r o f e s s o r o f H i s t o r y a t S t . O l a f C o l l e g e .

HINDUS STARTING TO ADDRESS ABORTION, IN THEIR OWN WAY
A b o r t i o n a n d o t h e r l i f e i s s u e s a r e j u s t b e g i n n i n g t o b e d i s c u s s e d i n
A m e r i c a n H i n d u c i r c l e s , a l t h o u g h H i n d u p r o - l i f e o r p r o - c h o i c e
a c t i v i s m i s n o t l i k e l y t o e m e r g e f r o m s u c h d e l i b e r a t i o n s , a c c o r d i n g t o
o n e o b s e r v e r . R e c e n t i s s u e s o f H i n d u i s m T o d a v h a v e f o c u s e d o n t h e
a b o r t i o n i s s u e , w i t h t h e J u n e i s s u e p u b l i s h i n g a s p e c i a l s e c t i o n
f e a t u r i n g H i n d u h o l y m e n s p e a k i n g o u t o n h o w s a c r e d J t e ^ c L a i i a v e c o r ^ d e m a e d
t h e p r a c t i c e . T h e n e w s p a p e r n o t e s t h a t t h e s e c t i o n w a s p u b l i s h e d a s a n
e f f o r t t o r o u g h l y c r a f t a p u b l i c s t a t e m e n t f o r t h e H i n d u c o m m u n i t y w h i c h
h a s n o t d e a l t m u c h w i t h t h e i s s u e i n t h e p a s t . T h e h o l y m e n
s t r o n g l y c o n d e m n e d t h e p r a c t i c e ; o n e s u c h r e l i g i o u s l e a d e r , S w a m i
K a m a ! a t h a m a d h a , s t a t e d , " N o h u m a n b e i n g h a s t h e r i g h t t o d e s t r o y t h e
f e t u s . " B u t h o w w i l l s u c h o p p o s i t i o n t r a n s l a t e i n t o a p u b l i c H i n d u s t a n c e
o n t h e i s s u e ? " Y o u a r e n o t l i k e l y t o s e e H i n d u s b e c o m i n g a c t i v i s t s a n d
m a r c h i n g a g a i n s t a b o r t i o n . F r o m t h e H i n d u p o i n t o f v i e w , t h e r e i s t h e
t r a d i t i o n o f t o l e r a n c e , t h e c o n c e r n n o t t o f o r c e o u r b e l i e f s o n o t h e r
p e o p l e , " s a i d R e v . A r u m u g a s w a m i , m a n a g i n g e d i t o r o f H i n d u i s m To d a y , i n a n
i n t e r v i e w w i t h R E L I G I O N W A T C H . T h e r e i s a l s o n o s i n g l e H i n d u p o s i t i o n a s
t o h o w a b o r t i o n i s t o b e a p p r o a c h e d l e g a l l y ; s o m e m i g h t a r g u e t h a t
o u t l a w i n g t h e p r a c t i c e w o u l d c a u s e m o r e d e a t h s a m o n g w o m e n s e e k i n g
i l l e g a l a b o r t i o n s , a c c o r d i n g t o A r u m u g a s w a m i .

A r u m u g a s w a m i a d d s t h a t w h i l e o t h e r r e l i g i o u s g r o u p s h a v e c r i t i c a l l y
e x a m i n e d a b o r t i o n , u n t i l h i s n e w s p a p e r ' s r e c e n t f o c u s o n t h e i s s u e , m o s t
H i n d u s h a v e a c c e p t e d t h e p r a c t i c e " w i t h o u t c r i t i q u e . . . I t h a s b e e n
a c c e p t e d f o r p o p u l a t i o n c o n t r o l i n I n d i a . " W h i l e t h e I n d i a n - H i n d u
c o m m u n i t i e s i n t h e U . S . s e e a b o r t i o n a s s o c i a l l y u n a c c e p t a b l e , t h e
n e w s p a p e r ' s p r o - l i f e s t a t e m e n t w a s a i m e d m o r e a t t h e l a r g e n u m b e r o f
I n d i a n d o c t o r s i n t h e U . S . , s o m e o f w h o m m a y b e p e r f o r m i n g a b o r t i o n s ,
s a y s t h e e d i t o r . T h i s c o n c e r n c a n b e s e e n i n t h e S e p t e m b e r i s s u e o f t h e
p a p e r , w h e r e a H i n d u o b s t e t r i c i a n w r i t e s t h a t I n d i a n d o c t o r s m u s t f o J J L o w
their conscience, yet adds that abortion is a "large and blooxfy^Ama^on
R i v e r w a s h i n g a w a y t h e l i v e s o f m i l l i o n s o f u n b o r n , i n n o c e n t a n d t e n d e r
l i v e s . . . " A n o t h e r a r e a o f c o n c e r n i s t h a t s o m e I n d i a n s ( S i k h s a s w e l l a s
H i n d u s ) h a v e e n g a g e d i n t h e p r a c t i c e o f a b o r t i n g a f e t u s w h e n l e a r n i n g i t
i s f e m a l e t h r o u g h u l t r a s o u n d m e t h o d s . T h e p r a c t i c e i s m o r e c o m m o n i n
I n d i a ( c a u s i n g g r o w i n g c r i t i c i s m b y I n d i a n H i n d u s ) , b u t i t h a s a l s o b e e n
t a k i n g p l a c e i n N o r t h A m e r i c a , a c c o r d i n g t o a n u n n a m e d s o u r c e . T h e
S e p t e m b e r i s s u e r e p o r t s t h a t H i n d u s a r e a l s o p r o t e s t i n g a g a i n s t
e u t h a n a s i a p r a c t i c e s i n t h e N e t h e r l a n d s . S u c h a n i s s u e i s n e w f o r H i n d u s ,
b u t A r u m u g a s w a m i s a y s t h a t t h e r e l i g i o n i s f a c i n g s u c h n e w c h a l l e n g e s a s
i t m o v e s W e s t f r o m I n d i a . ( H i n d u i s m To d a y , 1 8 1 9 S e c o n d S t . , C o n c o r d , C A
9 4 5 1 9 )
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CHRISTIAN RIGHT BROADENING BASE, AGENDA TO CONNECT WITH MORE AMERICANS?
The New Christ ian Right may be steering away from single issue pol i t ics
toward an agenda stressing more pract ical fami ly concerns, according to
o n e o f i t s l e a d i n g s p o k e s m e n . R a l p h R e e d J r . , t h e d i r e c t o r o f t h e
C h r i s t i a n C o a l i t i o n , t h e f a s t e s t g r o w i n g a n d m o s t i n fl u e n t i a l C h r i s t i a n
Right group, wr i tes in the conservat ive Pol icv Review (Summer) that the
"pro-family movement has not yet completely connected i ts agenda with
a v e r a g e v o t e r s . T h e p r o - f a m i l y m o v e m e n t s t i l l h a s l i m i t e d a p p e a l e v e n
among the 40 mi l l ion voters who a t tend church f requent ly, ident i fy
t h e m s e l v e s a s e v a n g e l i c a l s o r o r t h o d o x R o m a n C a t h o l i c s , a n d c o n s i d e r
t h e m s e l v e s t r a d i t i o n a l i s t s o n c u l t u r a l i s s u e s . " R e e d a d d s t h a t w h i l e
v i s i b l e r e l i g i o u s fi g u r e s h a v e p l a y e d a v i t a l r o l e i n b u i l d i n g g r a s s r o o t s
m e m b e r s h i p a n d g e n e r a t i n g fi n a n c i a l s u p p o r t , " w i t h o u t s p e c i fi c p o l i c i e s
d e s i g n e d t o b e n e fi t f a m i l i e s a n d c h i l d r e n , a p p e a l s t o f a m i l y v a l u e s o r
A m e r i c a ' s J u d e o - C h r i s t i a n v a l u e s w i l l f a l l o n d e a f e a r s . " H e c i t e s a
r e c e n t s u r v e y b y t h e M a r k e t i n g R e s e a r c h I n s t i t u t e t h a t f o u n d t h a t , a s i d e
f r o m t h e e c o n o m y , t h e c h i e f c o n c e r n o f v o t e r s w h o a t t e n d c h u r c h f o u r
t i m e s a m o n t h w a s n o t a b o r t i o n , p o r n o g r a p h y, o r p r a y e r i n s c h o o l , b u t
c u t t i n g w a s t e i n g o v e r n m e n t a n d r e d u c i n g t h e d e fi c i t .

R e e d a d v i s e s f e l l o w a c t i v i s t s n o t t o g i v e d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e a t t e n t i o n t o
s u c h i s s u e s a s a b o r t i o n a n d h o m o s e x u a l i t y a n d t o b r a n c h o u t t o s u c h a r e a s
a s f a m i l y t a x r e l i e f , c r i m e , h e a l t h c a r e , s c h o o l s a f e t y , a n d w e l f a r e
r e f o r m . R e e d s t r e s s e s c o m m o n a l i t i e s b e t w e e n a l l A m e r i c a n s r a t h e r t h a n
h i g h l i g h t i n g c o n t r o v e r s i a l m o r a l i s s u e s . H e w r i t e s t h e r e i s " g r o w i n g
e v i d e n c e t h a t s u g g e s t s t h a t e v a n g e l i c a l s a n d t h e i r R o m a n C a t h o l i c a l l i e s
a r e c o n c e r n e d a b o u t t h e s a m e i s s u e s a s t h e b r o a d e r e l e c t o r a t e , b u t w i t h a
p r o - f a m i l y t w i s t . " I n r e t u r n i n g t o m o r a l i s s u e s . R e e d c i t e s t h e m u c h
p u b l i c i z e d c a s e i n N e w Yo r k C i t y w h e r e e v a n g e l i c a l s j o i n e d w i t h
C a t h o l i c s , o r t h o d o x J e w s , a n d r a c i a l m i n o r i t i e s i n t u r n i n g b a c k a m u l t i
c u l t u r a l s c h o o l c u r r i c u l u m t h a t i n c l u d e d i n s t r u c t i o n o n h o m o s e x u a l
l i f e s t y l e s a s t h e b l u e p r i n t f o r f u t u r e c o o p e r a t i v e a c t i v i s m . " T h e p r o -
f a m i l y m o v e m e n t ' s i n r o a d s i n t o t h e A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n , H i s p a n i c , C a t h o l i c ,
a n d J e w i s h c o m m u n i t i e s m a y b e t h e m o s t s i g n i fi c a n t d e v e l o p m e n t s i n c e i t s
e m e r g e n c e i n t h e l a t e 1 9 7 0 s , " h e a d d s . ( P o l i c y R e v i e w, 2 1 4 M a s s a c h u s e t t s
A v e . , N . E . , W a s h i n g t o n , D . C . 2 0 0 0 2 - 4 9 9 9 )

TALK RADIO SERVING AS CATALYST IN EVANGELICAL ACTIVISM
Ta l k r a d i o i s p l a y i n g a n i n c r e a s i n g r o l e i n s h a p i n g t h e a c t i v i s m a n d
s o c i a l v i e w s o f e v a n g e l i c a l C h r i s t i a n s , a c c o r d i n g t o W o r l d m a g a z i n e ( J u l y
17). Taking cues from the popularity of such talk show gurus as Rush
L i m b a u g h , o n e m e d i a a n a l y s t e s t i m a t e s t h a t m o r e t h a n h a l f o f t h e n a t i o n ' s
1 , 4 0 0 C h r i s t i a n s t a t i o n s f e a t u r e s u c h s h o w s . E v a n g e l i c a l t a l k s h o w s , a n d
C h r i s t i a n r a d i o p r o g r a m m i n g i n g e n e r a l , h a v e e v o l v e d f r o m o n c e s t r e s s i n g
b i b l i c a l s t u d y a n d p a s t o r a l a d v i c e t o , i n t h e w o r d s o f o n e t a l k s h o w
h o s t , n o w s t r e s s i n g " s o c i a l a n d c u l t u r a l c r i t i q u e . " M a r l i n M a d d o u x , w h o s e
show "Point of View" is now on a national network of 280 stations, says
"I saw ear ly on that the Chr ist ian community was get t ing i ts gospel f rom
t h e c h u r c h a n d i t s w o r l d v i e w f r o m t h e m e d i a a n d t e l e v i s i o n s i t c o m s . . . I
t a l k a b o u t i s s u e s C h r i s t i a n s d o n ' t h e a r i n t h e s e c u l a r m e d i a . . . " T h e v i e w
t h a t C h r i s t i a n t a l k r a d i o i s b a t t l i n g t h e i n fl u e n c e o f t h e s e c u l a r m e d i a
s e e m s f a i r l y c o m m o n a m o n g p r o p o n e n t s o f t h e m e d i u m .

A n o t h e r b r o a d a c t e r a d d s , " C h r i s t i a n r a d i o i s h e l p f u l i n t h e c u l t u r a l
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wars. You've got so many of these stations around the country, and
they ' re ab le to get the in format ion out to the Chr is t ian communi ty
q u i c k l y . " F o r m a n y c a l l e r s , t h e s h o w s s e r v e a s a n o u t l e t t o v e n t t h e i r
c o n c e r n s , b u t f o r o t h e r s , " i t ' s j u s t a b e g i n n i n g ; a l a r g e r a c t i v i s m
fo l lows." Among the "hot but ton" subjects are homosexual i ty (o f ten
featur ing v iews that secu lar s ta t ions might not a l low, such as whether
A IDS pa t i en t s shou ld bc ; qua ran t i ned ) , t he New Age movemen t , abo r t i on ,
o u t c o m e - b a s e d e d u c a t i o n , a n d , p e r h a p s m o s t f r e q u e n t l y, t h e p o l i c i e s o f
Pres ident B i l l C l in ton. A l Kresta, who admi ts he does some pro- l i fe
act iv ism through h is Detro i t -based show "Talk f rom the Heart , " adds that
many o f t he ac t i v i s t s assoc ia ted w i th Chr i s t i an ta l k rad io "a re h i t ch ing
their wagons to r ight-wing conservat ism. They begin to see the world as
d i v i d e d b e t w e e n l i b e r a l s a n d c o n s e r v a t i v e s , a n d t h a t ' s n o t t r u e . T h e
wor ld i s d i v i ded be tween those who a re be ing d rawn to Jesus and those who
are running away from him." (World, P.O. Box 2330, AsheviMe, NC 28802)

RECOVERY MOVEMENT, BOOKS REACH OUT FOR SPIRITUAL THRUST
Many c r i t i cs have c la imed tha t re l i g ious be l i e f i s g radua l l y be ing
engul fed by a secular therapeut ic mindset , especia l ly ev ident in the use of
sel f -help and 12-step techniques. But according to a recent survey of the
m a r k e t o n r e c o v e r y b o o k s , i t i s t h e s e l f - h e l p m o v e m e n t t h a t i s
i nc reas ing l y be ing taken ove r by sp i r i t ua l and re l i g ious cu r ren ts .
Pub 1ishers Week 1v (July 5) reports that while recovery books were among
t h e m o s t p o p u l a r i n t h e 1 9 8 0 s , t h e m a r k e t h a s h i t a d e a d e n d . T h e
recove ry movemen t - -wh i ch ranges f r om 12 -s tep AA mee t i ngs t o co -dependency
w o r k s h o p s - - h a s n o t s h o w n a n y s i g n s o f d e c l i n e , b u t t h e r e i s a l a c k o f
i n t e r e s t i n t h e s u b j e c t a t t h e b o o k s t o r e s , m a i n l y b e c a u s e o f e c o n o m i c
changes and because everybody interested in recovery has already bought
these books. The theme of recovery itself may be outplayed. "What's dead
to me is the pathology of recovery, people looking backwards in terms of
w h y a m I u n h a p p y, w h y a m I n o t f u n c t i o n i n g a s w e l l a s I t h i n k I s h o u l d b e
f u n c t i o n i n g , " s a y s o n e p u b l i s h i n g e x e c u t i v e .

To d a y, " r e c o v e r y c o n s i d e r a t i o n s a r e b e i n g m e r g e d w i t h t r a d i t i o n a l
psychology/se l f -he lp , and sp i r i tua l i ty has become a prominent theme,"
w r i t e s M a r g a r e t J o n e s . O n e p u b l i s h e r a d d s t h a t t h e " r e c o v e r y m a r k e t h a s
gone beyond the stop-drinking books and are now looking to answer the
spi r i tua l quest ions that may have been involved in the i r search through
drugs or whatever in the firs t p lace." An example of the change^of '
emphasis can be seen in the current marketing strategy of RPj (formerly
known as Recovery Publications before the downturn): recovery is now
t r e a t e d i n f o u r s t a g e s : a w a r e n e s s , d i s c o v e r y, w h o l e n e s s , a n d
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n . P o p u l a r r e c o v e r y b o o k s a n d a u t h o r s w h o s h o w t h e n e w
s p i r i t u a l t h r u s t i n c l u d e B a n t a m ' s " T h e S p r i t u a l i t y o f I m p e r f e c t i o n , "
wh ich p resen ts s to ry - te l l i ng f rom the wor ld ' s re l i g ions and avo ids
r e c o v e r y l i n g o , e v e n t h o u g h t h e b o o k ' s c o - a u t h o r s E r n e s t K u r t z a n d
K a t h e r i n e K e t c h a m a r e r e c o g n i z e d r e c o v e r y a u t h o r i t i e s . T h e s u c c e s s o f
such books as Thomas Moore 's "Care o f the Sou l , " and Mar ianne
W i l l i a m s o n ' s " R e t u r n t o L o v e " ( b a s e d o n t h e e s o t e r i c C h r i s t i a n " C o u r s e o n
M i r a c l e s " ) h a s a l s o s e r v e d t o a l e r t r e c o v e r y p u b l i s h e r s t h a t t h e f u t u r e
(or the book sales) will be in spirituality. (Publishers Weekly, 249 West
1 7 t h S t . , N e w Y o r k , N Y 1 0 0 1 1 ) ~
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CORPORATIONS TAKE ON CHAPLAINS TO BOOST PRODUCTIVITY
Corpora t ions in Amer i ca a re i nc reas ing ly us ing indus t r i a l chap la ins to

^ improve product iv i ty among employees, accord ing to the Nat iona l Catho l ic
(Reporter (August 13). "Chaplains are proving themselves extremely
valuable in factories and office buildings, offering immediate counseling
in the face of bad news, seeing employees through marital or family
d isputes. . . " wr i tes Chery l Heck 1er-Fe1tz . Dur ing the past five years the
r a n k s o f i n d u s t r i a l c h a p l a i n s h a v e g r o w n t o a b o u t 2 , 0 0 0 , w i t h s u c h
corporat ions as General Motors, and Al l ied Systems hi r ing such c lergy;
the Umted Auto Workers now sponsors at least part- t ime chaplains in
every plant where its members are employed, even where the corporation
i sn ' t pay ing fo r one . The i nc reased h i r i ng o f i ndus t r i a l chap la ins f rom
t h e c o r p o r a t e p e r s p e c t i v e i s a " m a t t e r o f h o w m a n y m a n h o u r s c a n a
chaplain save a company by meeting with the employee on the job site,"
s a y s o n e M e t h o d i s t l a y m a n i n v o l v e d i n t h i s m i n i s t r y . ( N a t i o n a l C a t h o l i c
Repor te r, P.O , Box 419281 , Kansas C i t y, MO 64141)

WOHEN FINDING MORE ACEPTANCE IN PENTECSOTAL, CHARISMATIC CIRCLES
W o m e n l e a d e r s a r e b e g i n n i n g t o fi n d a c c e p t a n c e w i t h i n P e n t e c o s t a l a n d
charismatic churches, though not without resistance, reports Char i sma
m a g a z i n e ( J u l y ) . P e n t e c o s t a l a n d c h a r i s m a t i c d e n o m i n a t i o n s h a v e b e e n s l o w
t o p l a c e w o m e n i n p o s i t i o n s o f l e a d e r s h i p , e v e n t h o u g h s o m e P e n t e c o s t a l
d e n o m i n a t i o n s w e r e h i s t o r i c a l l y a m o n g t h e fi r s t t o o r d a i n w o m e n a n d s t i l l
o f fi c i a l l y a l l o w t h e p r a c t i c e . T h e n e w e r c h a r i s m a t i c g r o u p s , s u c h a s t h e
A s s o c i a t i o n o f V i n e y a r d C h u r c h e s , a r e s t r o n g l y o p p o s e d t o s u c h a
d e v e l o p m e n t . B u t t h e m a g a z i n e r e p o r t s t h a t " t h e r e a r e s i g n s t h a t

^ ^ ^ t t i t u d e s t o w a r d w o m e n i n l e a d e r s h i p a r e c h a n g i n g w i t h i n o t h e r
P e n t e c o s t a l a n d c h a r i s m a t i c g r o u p s . " L e a d e r s o f t h e i n fl u e n t i a l
c h a r i s m a t i c Yo u t h W i t h a M i s s i o n o r g a n i z a t i o n r e c e n t l y a p p o i n t e d t h e i r
fi r s t f ema le na t i ona l d i r ec to r i n Sw i t ze r l and . The g roup ' s f ounde r, Lo ren
C u n n i n g h a m , h a s c a l l e d f o r m o r e w o m e n l e a d e r s .

W h i l e w o m e n s t i l l c a n n o t s e r v e a s p a s t o r s i n t h e C h u r c h o f G o d
(C leve land , Tenn . ) , t hey we re g ran ted the r i gh t t o pa r t i c i pa te i n po l i cy
d e c i s i o n s a t l a s t y e a r ' s G e n e r a l A s s e m b l y. T h e A s s e m b l i e s o f G o d , w h i c h
o r d a i n s w o m e n a n d p e r m i t s t h e m t o b e s e n i o r p a s t o r s , r e c e n t l y a p p o i n t e d a
w o m a n f o r t h e fi r s t t i m e t o a d i s t r i c t p o s t i n N e w J e r s e y. W o m e n p a s t o r s
a r e s t i l l r a r e i n m o s t P e n t e c o s t a l d e n o m i n a t i o n s ( w o m e n c l e r g y o n l y
c o m p r i s e 1 5 p e r c e n t o f A s s e m b l i e s ' c l e r g y ) , b u t t h e a r t i c l e s u g g e s t s
t h a t a s w o m e n p i o n e e r s u c c e s s f u l c o n g r e g a t i o n s , t h e y a r e fi n d i n g m o r e
a c c e p t a n c e f r o m m a l e c o l l e a g u e s . ( C h a r i s m a , 6 0 0 R h i n e h a r t R d . , L a k e
M a r y , F L 3 2 7 4 6 )

BLACK CHURCH INCORPORATES MORE AFRICAN ELEMENTS IN WORSHIP
T h e o n g o i n g t r e n d o f A m e r i c a n b l a c k s s e e k i n g t o r e c l a i m t h e i r A f r i c a n
r o o t s i s n o w h a v i n g a n i m p a c t o n t h e t r a d i t i o n a l w o r s h i p p a t t e r n s i n t h e
b l a c k c h u r c h , a c c o r d i n g t o C h r i s t i a n N e w s ( J u l y 1 9 ) . " A s a r e s u l t , t h e
S u n d a y m o r n i n g w o r s h i p h o u r i s m o r e l i v e l y t h a n e v e r b e f o r e . C h o i r
m e m b e r s n o t o n l y c l a p , s w a y, s h o u t a n d s t o m p t h e i r f e e t , b u t m e m b e r s

-^dance, shake their rumps, bop their heads and even Meap for joy' as they
s i n g t o t h e r h y t h m s o f A f r i c a n - r o o t e d s a c r e d s o n g , " w r i t e s Yv o n n e S a m u e l
i n t h e R e l i g i o u s N e w s S e r v i c e - b a s e d r e p o r t . S u c h p r a c t i c e s h a v e b e e n
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encouraged by black musicians and pastors as a means of reclaiming
African traditions of dance, song and language. "Often, worship houses
have been redecorated with the same end in view. Afr ican kinte cloth
adorns pulpits and altars; icons of religious figures are displayed with
non-traditiona1 black faces.'" At some black congregations, worshippers
o f ten d ress in A f r i can a t t i re . I n the pas t , t he use o f such "A f r i can isms"
as percussion instruments were disdained by many blacks trained by
E u r o p e a n - o r i e n t e d m i s s i o n a r i e s a n d c h u r c h e s .

CURRENT RESEARCH•recent findings in religious BEHAVIOR AND ATTITUDES
* The reun ion o f adu l t adoptees wi th the i r b i r thparents is o f ten v iewed
as a spiritual experience or described in spiritual terms by both
parties, according to a recent study. A fairly recent phenomenon in
Western society has been the reunion of tens of thousands of adult
adoptees with their birth parents and families of origin. Dr. LaVonne
Harper Stiffler studied 70 reunited families and often found surprising
co inc idences (o r "synchron ic i t y " ) be tween paren ts and ch i ld ren in the i r
similar names, search activity, marriage patterns, religiosity, education
and occupations. In Numinis (June), the newsletter of the Alister Hardy
Research Centre in England, Stiffler writes that the "se1f-actua1izing,
peak exper ience o f reun ion wi th one 's los t parent or ch i ld is o f ten
described in spiritual terms, and in my study surprise was expressed at
their own new sense of spirituality, prefacing comments about God's
timing or action in the 'miracle' reunion with the words, 'I'm not a
religious person, but...'" She concludes that "For parents and children
whose lives before reunion were based on elements of falsehood and
denial, a true and complete selfhood after reunion seemed to activate a
move in the direction of freedom and transcendence." (Numinis, Alister
H a r d y C e n t r e , F R E E P O S T, O x f o r d , 0 X 2 9 B R E n g l a n d ) ^
* The fastest growing Protestant denomination in the U.S. since 1982 has
been the Church of God in Christ (COGIC). The black Pentecostal
denomination has become the nation's fourth largest Protestant body,
surpassed only by the Southern Baptist Convention, the United Methodist
Church, and the National Baptist Convention, another African-Americanchurch. The Yearbook of the American and Canadian Churches. 1993 reports
that the COGIC's membership of 5.5 million members has increased with
little media attention paid to its presence as compared to more high
profile mainline bodies as the Episcopal Church and the United Church of
Christ, each with just one million members. The yearbook reports enormous
gains among COGIC urban churches, including some 200,000 new members and
nearly 600 new congregations annually since 1982. Since 1982 the churchhas grown by 48.3 percent, compared with 22.3 for the Mormons, 22 percent
for the Assemblies of God, and 14.4 percent for the Roman Catholic
Church. The Washington Post (August 7) reports that church growth
specialists attribute COGIC's high growth rate to its highly
sophisticated recruitment planning; outreach programs that run daily inits churches; and a sense of ethnic loyalty and cohesion.--By Erling
J o r s t a d

* The growing trend of congregations engaging in community development
projects (see November 92 and May RW) often changes the churches involved
in such work, according to a recent study. Initiatives in Religjon
(Summer), a newsletter of the Lilly Endowment, cites a study of seven
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s u c c e s s f u l c o m m u n i t y d e v e l o p m e n t p r o j e c t s b y E l l i o t W r i g h t w h i c h s h o w s
t h a t c o m m u n i t y d e v e l o p m e n t w o r k ( w h i c h c a n m e a n a n y t h i n g f r o m
c o n g r e g a t i o n s r e h a b i l i t a t i n g b u i l d i n g s t o c h u r c h - b a s e d c r e d i t u n i o n s )
o f t e n d e e p e n s t h e f a i t h c o m m i t m e n t s o f t h e c h u r c h g r o u p s o r i n d i v i d u a l s .
" T h e r e m a y a l s o b e a b r o a d e n i n g o f r e l i g i o u s f e l l o w s h i p a s p e r s o n s o f
d i f f e r e n t t r a d i t i o n s c o m e t o k n o w o n e a n o t h e r o u t s i d e t h e i r s a n c t u a r i e s ,
a n d t h o s e n e w r e l a t i o n s h i p s c a n l e a d t o j o i n t w o r s h i p a n d s h a r e d s o c i a l
o c c a s i o n s , " W r i g h t r e p o r t s . E a c h p r o j e c t w a s f o u n d t o b e l e d b y o n e o r
s e v e r a l " c h a r i s m a t i c " i n d i v i d u a l s , a n d e a c h o n e o f t e n h a s t h e i r o w n
" f o u n d a t i o n a l p h i l o s o p h y . " A s e x a m p l e s o f t h i s , W r i g h t d e s c r i b e s o n e o f
t h e p r o j e c t s a s d r i v e n b y a n E p i s c o p a l i a n i n t e n t i o n a 1 - c o m m u n i t a r i a n
o u t l o o k a n d a n o t h e r b y a R o m a n C a t h o l c l i b e r a t i o n t h e o l o g y o r i e n t a t i o n .
W r i g h t a l s o fi n d s t h a t y o u n g m i n i s t e r s o f t e n v i e w t h e p r o j e c t s a s
m u c h a s a n e d u c a t i o n a s w a s t h e i r s e m i n a r y t r a i n i n g . ( I n i t i a t i v e s i n
R e l i g i o n , L i l l y E n d o w m e n t , 2 8 0 1 N o r t h M e r i d i a n S t . , P . O . B o x 8 8 0 6 8 ,
I n d i a n a p o l i s , I N 4 6 2 0 8 - 0 0 6 8 )

* A h y m n a l t h a t g e n e r a t e d c o n t r o v e r s y w h e n i t w a s i n t r o d u c e d i n t h e
U n i t e d M e t h o d i s t C h u r c h s e v e r a l y e a r s a g o i s n o w fi n d i n g g r e a t e r
a c c e p t a n c e , a c c o r d i n g t o a r e c e n t s t u d y . T h e i n i t i a l r e s i s t a n c e h a d b e e n
t o c h a n g e s i n t e n d e d t o m a k e t h e h y m n a l m o r e i n c l u s i v e o f w o m e n a n d r a c i a l
m i n o r i t i e s , a s i t i n c l u d e d s o n g s f r o m d i v e r s e e t h n i c h e r i t a g e s a n d
d e l e t e d m a l e r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s o f G o d . T h e N e w Y o r k T i m e s ( J u l y 3 1 ) r e p o r t s
t h a t o f t h e 1 1 2 c o n g r e g a t i o n s s u r v e y e d i n t h e s t u d y , o n l y o n e s a i d t h e
h y m n a l h a d g o n e o v e r " p o o r l y . " A n o t h e r c o n g r e g a t i o n i n t h e s u r v e y , w h i c h
w a s c o n d u c t e d b y C a n d l e r S c h o o l o f T h e o l o g y p r o f e s s o r D o n S a l i e r s , s a i d
i t w a s " r e s i s t a n t " t o t h e h y m n a l . T h e r e s t o f t h e r e s p o n s e s r a n g e d f r o m
" p o s i t i v e " t o " e n t h u s i a s t i c . "

* E f f e c t i v e c o n g r e g a t i o n s i n C a n a d a a r e f o u n d t o h a v e f o u r
c h a r a c t e r i s t i O S : o r t h o d o x y ( o r a n e m p h a s i s o n t h e o l o g i c a l t r u t h ) ,
c o m m u n i t y , r e l e v a n c y , a n d o u t r e a c h , a c c o r d i n g t o a r e c e n t s t u d y c i t e d i n
t h e C a n a d i a n e v a n g e l i c a l m a g a z i n e F a i t h To d a y ( J u 1 y / A u g u s t ) . T h e s u r v e y ,
c o n d u c t e d b y r e s e a r c h e r s f r o m W o r l d V i s i o n C a n a d a a n d t h e A n g u s R e i d
G r o u p , i s b a s e d o n i n t e r v i e w s a n d q u e s t i o n n a i r e s o f " h e a l t h y "
c o n g r e g a t i o n s i n 1 5 m a i n l i n e a n d c o n s e r v a t i v e C a n a d i a n d e n o m i n a t i o n s . I n
d e v e l o p i n g a " m o d e l " c h u r c h f r o m t h e r e s u l t s , t h e r e s e a r c h e r s f o u n d t h a t
t h e a b o v e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s h a v e t o b e h e l d i n b a l a n c e , a s , f o r i n s t a n c e ,
f o c u s i n g o n o r t h o d o x y o f t e n e r o d e s r e l e v a n c y a n d c a n l e a d t o
i s o l a t i o n i s m . T h e r e s e a r c h e r s a l s o w a r n t h a t c l o n i n g A m e r i c a n m e t h o d s m a y
n o t w o r k i n C a n a d a , e s p e c i a l l y w h e n t h e p r o t o t y p e s a r e m e g a c h u r c h e s w i t h
v a s t r e s o u r c e s ; C a n a d a w a s f o u n d n o t t o h a v e o n e c h u r c h i n t h i s c a t e g o r y .
T h e s u r v e y a l s o r e v e a l e d " r e m a r k a b l e s i m i l a r i t i e s b e t w e e n m a i n l i n e a n d
e v a n g e l i c a l d e n o m i n a t i o n s o n w h a t t h e y t h i n k m a k e s a n e f f e c t i v e c h u r c h . "
( F a i t h To d a y , B o x 8 8 0 0 , S t n B , W i 1 l o w d a l e , O n t . M 2 K 2 R 6 )

* A r e c e n t s t u d y h a s s e r v e d t o p u n c t u r e h o l e s i n t h e " i d e a l i s t i c m y t h s
a b o u t I n d i a ' s r e l i g i o u s l i f e s t y l e a n d s o c i a l f a b r i c , " r e p o r t s H i n d u i s m
T o d a y ( A u g c ^ t ) . T h e A n t h r o p o l o g i c a l S u r v e y o f I n d i a o f fi c e ' s 4 6 , 0 0 0 - p a g e ,
" L i f e o f t h e P e o p l e o f I n d i a , " i s t h e l a r g e s t s t u d y o f i t s k i n d ,
i n v o l v i n g 5 0 0 fi e l d s o c i o l o g i s t s a n d 3 , 0 0 0 r e s e a r c h e r s . T h e s t u d y
" e x p l o d e d " t h e m y t h o f H i n d u v e g e t a r i a n i s m : 8 8 p e r c e n t o f I n d i a ' s H i n d u s
d i n e o n m e a t w h e n t h e y c a n a f f o r d t o o r c a n c a t c h i t , r a n g i n g f r o m b e e f
t o fi e l d r a t s . T h e r e a r e n o w 4 , 6 3 5 d i s t i n c t c o m m u n i t i e s ( c a s t e s a n d
s u b c a s t e s ) i n I n d i a , m a k i n g i t t h e m o s t s e g r e g a t e d n a t i o n o n e a r t h . W h i l e
i t h a s a l w a y s b e e n a s s u m e d t h a t H i n d u i s m i s t h e l e a s t p r o s e l y t i z i n g f a i t h
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in India, the religion has converted 383 communities to its teachings '
compared with Christianity s 267 and Islam's 112. The brahmin oligarchy
traditionally responsible for carrying out religious duties is now being
challenged by 1,656 communities which have "evolved their own priests."
It was also found that while in the 1930s most non-brahmin famil ies oaid
a dowry to the br ide's fami ly, today 40 percent of such Hindus fo l low the
brahmin custom of paying dowry to the boy's family.

RUSSIAN IMMIGRATION INTENSIFYING JEWISH IDENTITY IN ISRAEL
The influx of Russian immigrants into Israel during the oast several
years is likely to "pose a potentially explosive demographic
cha11enge...that could upset the balance of power between the religious
and secular forces in Israeli society," according to the Washington Post
(August 14). The recent case of an Israeli soldier who was refused burialwith his fellow soldiers because he had a non-Jewish mother has reignited
the whole question of "Who is a Jew?" in the country. Israeli law
(following Jewish tradition) defines a Jew as someone with a Jewishmother or who has converted to Judaism. The half-million immigrants from
the^former Soviet Union that have arrived in the past three years oftendon t fit the bill: a recent ooll found that only two percent of such
immigrants identified themselves as religious, 19 percent said they were
tradit ional, and the rest either were not rel igious or could not

identify themselves; 10-30 percent of the newcomers are estimated to be
n o n - J e w s .

Such a lack of religious identity causes problems when the new
immigrants attempt to marry or divorce. The Orthodox Jewish religious
authorities--who control marriage 1icensing--bar many of them from
marrying Jews. Since the rabbinical courts do not recognize mixed
marriages, they also refuse to grant the immigrants divorces. Thesituation is said to be a "time bomb" for conflict between immigrants and
Orthodox Jews. We re talking about tens of thousands of people It's not
anymore a question of several secular citizens who don't w^nt to use theservices of the u1tra-Orthodox," said one activist"working for religious
p l u r a l i s m i n I s r a e l . »
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P. O . B o x 6 5 2

North Bellmore, N.Y. 11710
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* A r e s o u r c e h e l p f u l i n u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h e m i n d s e t a n d d e v e l o p m e n t s i n t h e
V a t i c a n a n d e s p e c i a l l y t h e p a p a c y - - b o t h i n t h e i r r e l i g i o u s a n d p o l i t i c a l
a s p e c t s - - i s t h e n e w m a g a z i n e I n s i d e t h e V a t i c a n . T h e R o m e - b a s e d
m a g a z i n e , w h i c h a t t e m p t s t o b e u n b i a s e d i n i t s r e p o r t i n g , h a s r e c e n t l y
f e a t u r e d a r t i c l e s o n t h e V a t i c a n s t r a t e g y c o n c e r n i n g t h e B a l k a n s c r i s i s ,
a n d t h e p r o s p e c t s o f C a t h o l i c - E a s t e r n O r t h o d o x r a p p r o c h e m e n t , a s w e l l a s
o f f e r i n g a r u n n i n g c o m m e n t a r y o n a n y t h i n g a r e a d e r m i g h t l i k e t o k n o w
a b o u t t h e p o p e — f r o m h i s h e a l t h t o h i s b u s y t r a v e l s c h e d u l e . A
s u b s c r i p t i o n t o t h e m o n t h l y i s $ 4 9 . 9 5 a n d i s a v a i l a b l e f r o m : I n s i d e t h e
V a t i c a n , N e w H o p e , K Y 4 0 0 5 2 .

* T h e M a y i s s u e o f t h e T h e A n n a l s o f t h e A m e r i c a n A c a d e m y o f P o l i t i c a l
a n d S o c i a l S c i e n c e i s d e v o t e d t o r e l i g i o n i n t h e 1 9 9 0 s . T h e v o l u m e
c a r r i e s 1 1 e s s a y s t h a t d o a g o o d j o b a t h i g h l i g h t i n g t h e v a r i o u s
d i r e c t i o n s t h a t r e l i g i o n i s m o v i n g i n , m o s t l y f r o m a c a d e m i c p e r s p e c t i v e s .
N o t a b l e a m o n g t h e c o l l e c t i o n i s c h u r c h h i s t o r i a n M a r t i n M a r t y ' s o v e r v i e w
o f c o n t e m p o r a r y r e l i g i o n ( v i e w i n g r e l i g i o u s g r o u p s ' e m p h a s e s o n h e a l i n g
a s o n e o f t h e m a j o r t r e n d s o f t h e d e c a d e ) ; R o g e r F i n k e ' s a n d L a u r e n c e
l a n n a c c o n e ' s e s s a y o n s u p p l y s i d e t h e o r y a n d r e l i g i o u s c h a n g e , r e fl e c t i n g
t h e r e c e n t t r e n d a m o n g s o c i o l o g i s t s o f e x a m i n i n g r e l i g i o n f r o m a n
e c o n o m i c p e r s p e c t i v e . O t h e r a r t i c l e s d e a l w i t h s u c h s u b j e c t s a s t h e N e w
A g e m o v e m e n t , t e 1 e v a n g e 1 i s m , a n d r e l i g i o n a n d s o c i a l c h a n g e . T h e i s s u e i s
a v a i l a b l e f o r $ 1 3 f r o m : T h e A n n a l s , S a g e P u b l i c a t i o n s , P . O . B o x 5 0 8 4 ,
N e w b u r y P a r k , C A 9 1 3 5 9 .

* T h e s u m m e r / f a l l i s s u e o f C r e a t i o n S p i r i t u a l i t y m a g a z i n e i s d e v o t e d t o
l o o k i n g b a c k a t t h e b e g i n n i n g s a n d a h e a d a t t h e f u t u r e p r o s p e c t s o f t h e
c r e a t i o n s p i r i t u a l i t y m o v e m e n t . C r e a t i o n s p i r i t u a l i t y , a m o v e m e n t s t a r t e d
b y C a t h o l i c p r i e s t M a t t h e w F o x , b l e n d s N e w A g e - o r i e n t e d a n d C h r i s t i a n
m y s t i c i s m t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e e c o l o g y m o v e m e n t . T h i s i s s u e c a r r i e s
" t e s t i m o n i e s " o f m a n y c r e a t i o n s p i r i t u a l i t y f o l l o w e r s a s w e l l a s p r o fi l e s
o f t h e i m p r e s s i v e n u m b e r o f m i n i s t r i e s a n d c o m m u n i t i e s e s p o u s i n g F o x ' s
t h e o l o g y t h a t h a v e e m e r g e d o v e r t h e l a s t d e c a d e . B o t h t h e t e s t i m o n i e s a n d
t h e p r o fi l e s s u g g e s t t h a t t h e m o v e m e n t c o n t i n u e s t o d r i f t f r o m i t s
C a t h o l i c b e g i n n i n g s t o a n e c u m e n i c a l , i n t e r - f a i t h i d e n t i t y ; i t a p p e a r s
t h a t m a i n l i n e P r o t e s t a n t c h u r c h e s h a v e b e e n t h e m o s t r e c e p t i v e t o t h e
m o v e m e n t . I n a n a r t i c l e o n t h e f u t u r e o f c r e a t i o n s p i r i t u a l i t y . F o x , w h o
w a s r e c e n t l y e x p e l l e d f r o m t h e D o m i n i c a n O r d e r , s t a t e s t h a t t h e n e x t s t e p
i n h i s w o r k w i l l b e d e v e l o p i n g a c r e a t i o n s p i r i t u a l i t y w o r l d v i e w a n d
i n s t i t u t i o n s - - f r o m s c h o o l s a n d f r e e u n i v e r s i t i e s t o T V p r o g r a m s . T h i s
i s s u e c o s t s $ 4 a n d i s a v a i l a b l e f r o m : C r e a t i o n S p i r i t u a l i t y , 4 1 8 5 P a r k
B l v d . , O a k l a n d . C A 9 4 6 0 2 .

* R e l i g i o n W a t c h c o n t r i b u t i n g e d i t o r E r l i n g J o r s t a d h a s r e c e n t l y w r i t t e n
P o p u l a r R e l i g i o n i n A m e r i c a : T h e E v a n g e l i c a l V o i c e ( G r e e n w o o d P u b l i s h i n g
G r o u p ) . J o r s t a d e x a m i n e s t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e e v a n g e l i c a l s u b c u l t u r e
b e t w e e n 1 9 6 0 a n d 1 9 9 0 a n d h o w t h e m o v e m e n t h a r n a s s e d A m e r i c a n p o p u l a r



cu l tu re and mass med ia to sp read i t s v iews . The book cos ts $55 and can be
o r d e r e d b y p h o n e w i t h a c r e d i t c a r d : ( 1 - 8 0 0 ) 2 5 5 - 5 8 0 0 , o r b y w r i t i n g :
G r e e n w o o d P u b l i s h i n g , 8 8 P o s t R o a d W e s t , B o x 5 0 0 7 , W e s t p o r t , C T 0 6 8 8 1 .

* W h i l e C h r i s t i a n r e c o n s t r u c t i o n i s m — t h e s c h o o l o f t h o u g h t t e a c h i n g t h a t
s o c i e t i e s a n d g o v e r n m e n t s s h o u l d b e C h r i s t i a n - b a s e d - - h a s b e e n s u b j e c t t o
n u m e r o u s c r i t i q u e s a n d e x p o s e s s i n c e t h e m i d - 1 9 8 0 s , t h e r e h a s n o t b e e n
m u c h i n t h e w a y o f b a l a n c e d , b o o k - l e n g t h e x a m i n a t i o n s o f t h e m o v e m e n t .
H e a v e n O n E a r t h : T h e S o c i a l a n d P o l i t i c a l A g e n d a s o f D o m i n i o n T h e o l o g y b y
B ruce Bar ron , mee ts such a need as i t l ooks a t bo th the movemen t ' s more
s e n s a t i o n a l a s p e c t s - - i t s u s e o f t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t a s a b l u e p r i n t f o r
s o c i e t y - - a n d i t s l e s s k n o w n f a c e t s , s u c h a s i t s d i v e r s i t y a n d d i v i s i o n s
( t h e c h a p t e r o n P a t R o b e r t s o n a n d h i s R e g e n t U n i v e r s i t y i s e s p e c i a l l y
i n f o r m a t i v e ) . T h e b o o k , w h i c h i s w r i t t e n f r o m a b r o a d l y e v a n g e l i c a l
p e r s p e c t i v e , i s a l s o g o o d a t t r a c i n g t h e i n fl u e n c e o f r e c o n s t r u c t i o n i s m
i n t h e w i d e r C h r i s t i a n R i g h t a n d " C h r i s t i a n w o r l d v i e w " m o v e m e n t s . T h e
b o o k c o s t s $ 1 2 . 9 9 a n d c a n b e o b t a i n e d f r o m : Z o n d e r v a n , 5 2 4 9 C o r p o r a t i o n
D r i v e , G r a n d R a p i d s , M I 4 9 5 1 2 .

* T h e P r i c e o f P r o p h e c y : O r t h o d o x C h u r c h e s o n P e a c e . F r e e d o m , a n d

S e c u r i t y b y A l e x a n d e r W e b s t e r , e x a m i n e s t h e s o c i a l t e a c h i n g s a n d a c t i v i t y
o f E a s t e r n O r t h o d o x y j u s t a s t h e s e c h u r c h e s a r e r e e m e r g i n g a s s i g n i fi c a n t
a c t o r s i n t h e r e l i g i o u s a n d p o l i t i c a l w o r l d s . T h e b o o k e x a m i n e s b o t h t h e
O r t h o d o x c h u r c h e s i n t h e U . S . a n d t h o s e i n t h e i r n a t i v e c o u n t r i e s ,
i n c l u d i n g : t h e r e c o r d s o f t h e R u s s i a n a n d R o m a n i a n O r t h o d o x c h u r c h e s
d u r i n g c o m m u n i s m a n d t h e i r p r o s p e c t s i n t h e p o s t - c o m m u n i s t p e r i o d , t h e
c o n t r o v e r s y s u r r o u n d i n g t h e A n t i o c h i a n O r t h o d o x C h u r c h ' s p r o - P a l e s t i n i a n
p o l i t i c s ; S e r b i a n a n d U k r a i n i a n O r t h o d o x y a n d n a t i o n a l i s m ; a n d h o w
O r t h o d o x y r e l a t e s t o s u c h c o n c e r n s a s h u m a n r i g h t s a n d w a r a n d p e a c e
( W e b s t e r r e p o r t s t h a t p a c i fi s m i s fi n d i n g a n e w " c o n c r e t e e x p r e s s i o n " i n
O r t h o d o x y t o d a y ) . T h e b o o k c o s t s $ 2 4 , 5 0 a n d i s a v a i l a b l e f r o m : E t h i c s a n d
P u b l i c P o l i c y C e n t e r , 1 0 1 5 F i f t e e n t h S t . N W , W a s h i n g t o n , D . C . 2 0 0 0 5

1 ) L a y m e n f o r R e l i g i o u s L i b e r t y ( L R L ) i s a c o n t r o v e r s i a l S e v e n t h D a y
A d v e n t i s t g r o u p w h i c h h a s r e c e n t l y s t a r t e d a b i l l b o a r d c a m p a i g n a r o u n d
t h e U . S . a t t a c k i n g t h e R o m a n C a t h o l i c C h u r c h a n d d r a w i n g w i d e p r o t e s t s
f r o m t h e p u b l i c . T h e o r g a n i z a t i o n , w h i c h i s n o t o f fi c i a l l y t i e d t o t h e
d e n o m i n a t i o n , s t a r t e d e r e c t i n g b i l l b o a r d s i n O r l a n d o , F l o r i d a , l a s t
N o v e m b e r s h o w i n g p i c t u r e s o f t h e p o p e w i t h t h e q u e s t i o n , " W h y I s t h e
V a t i c a n T r y i n g t o C h a n g e O u r C o n s t i t u t i o n ? " a n d a d v e r t i s i n g t h e b o o k
" T h e G r e a t C o n t r o v e r s y , " w r i t t e n b y A d v e n t i s t f o u n d e r E l l e n W h i t e . S i n c e
t h e n s u c h c i t i e s a s P o r t l a n d , M a i n e , L o m a L i n d a , C a l i f . , a n d D e n v e r ,
C o l o r a d o ( d u r i n g t h e p o p e ' s r e c e n t v i s t t o t h e c i t y ) h a v e b e c o m e t a r g e t s
f o r t h e c a m p a i g n . L a y m e n f o r R e l i g i o u s L i b e r t y i s l e d b y t w o A d v e n t i s t s
o r i g i n a l l y f r o m t h e C a r i b b e a n i s l a n d s , D a v i d M o u l d a n d W e b s t e r B a r n a b y .
L R L ' s c a m p a i g n h a s " d r i v e n t h e c h u r c h i n t o a m o s t a w k w a r d p o s i t i o n a t a
m o s t c r u c i a l c r o s s r o a d , c o m i n g a s i t d o e s o n t h e h e e l s o f W a c o . " A t i s s u e
i s t h a t " T h e G r e a t C o n t r o v e r s y " i s o f fi c i a l l y c o n s i d e r e d t o b e i n s p i r e d
b y t h e c h u r c h , e v e n t h o u g h i t s a n t i - C a t h o 1 i c ( a n d a n t i - n o n - A d v e n t i s t
P r o t e s t a n t ) v i e w s a r e n o t o f t e n p u b l i c i z e d t o d a y . T h u s t h e L R L ' s q u o t i n g
o r c i t i n g t h e b o o k f o r i t s c a m p a i g n c o u l d n o t b e c r i t i c i z e d b y c h u r c h
l e a d e r s w i t h o u t m e e t i n g n e g a t i v e r e s p o n s e f r o m m a n y A d v e n t i s t s . L R L ' s
p l a n t o i n t e n s i f y i t s b i l l b o a r d c a m p a i g n m a y f u r t h e r p o l a r i z e t h e
A d v e n t i s t c o m m u n i t y o n t h e q u e s t i o n o f t h e a u t h e n t i c i t y a n d i n s p i r a t i o n
o f E l l e n W h i t e ' s w r i t i n g s . ( S o u r c e : S p e c t r u m , M a y . )

A S u r v e y o f G r o u p s , M o v e m e n t s a n d P e o p l e I m p a c t i n g R e l i g i o n


