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T h e r e c e n t j o i n t c o n f
R e l i g i o n a n d t h e R e l i
r e l i g i o u s s c e n e i s i n
i t s e l f . T h e c o n f e r e n c
t o g e t h e r a b o u t 4 5 0 s c
r e l i g i o u s s t u d i e s , p o
d i s c u s s e d a w i d e r a n g
A s i n p r e v i o u s y e a r s ,
s u b j e c t s a s t h e e v a n g
b o o m e r g e n e r a t i o n , a n
c h u r c h e s a n d n e w i m m i

c o n f e r e n c e , " D e c o n s t r
R e l i g i o n , " m a n y o f t h
a p p r o a c h e s t o s t u d y i n
u n i v e r s i t i e s .

e r e n c e o f t h e S o c i e t y f
g i o u s R e s e a r c h A s s o c i a t

f e r m e n t - - i n c l u d i n g t h
e , h e l d i n R a l e i g h , N . C
h o i a r s - - m a i n l y f r o m t h e
l i t i c a l s c i e n c e a n d p s y
e o f p r e l i m i n a r y r e s e a r

t h e r e w a s a g o o d d e a l
e l i c a l m o v e m e n t , r e l i g i
d e t h n i c r e l i g i o n ( s u c h
g r a n t f a i t h s ) . B u t i n k
u c t i n g a n d R e i n t e r p r e t i
e s e t o p i c s w e r e fi l t e r e
g r e l i g i o n s t h a t h a v e g

o r t h e S c i e n t i fi c S t u d y o f
i o n d e m o n s t r a t e d h o w m u c h t h e
e fi e l d o f r e l i g i o u s r e s e a r c h
. f r o m O c t o b e r 2 9 - 3 1 , b r o u g h t
fi e l d s o f s o c i o l o g y ,

c h o l o g y - - w h o p r e s e n t e d a n d
c h o n c o n t e m p o r a r y r e l i g i o n ,
o f a t t e n t i o n p a i d t o s u c h
o n a n d p o l i t i c s , t h e b a b y

a s b l a c k a n d h i s p a n i c
e e p i n g w i t h t h e t h e m e o f t h e
n g t h e S c i e n t i fi c S t u d y o f
d t h r o u g h n e w " p o s t m o d e r n "
a i n e d a c c e p t a n c e a t m a n y

W h i l e p o s t m o d e r n i s m i s a d i f f u s e a n d c o m p l e x m o v e m e n t ( e s p e c i a l l y s i n c e
i t a p p l i e s t o a w i d e r a n g e o f s u b j e c t s ) , t h e t e r m w a s o f t e n u s e d a t t h e
c o n f e r e n c e t o m e a n t h a t r e l i g i o n a n d t h e s t u d y o f r e l i g i o n a r e b e c o m i n g
m o r e f r a g m e n t e d a n d l o c a l l y o r i e n t e d a n d l e s s a b l e t o a d d r e s s u n i v e r s a l
o r e v e n n a t i o n a l t h e m e s ( s u c h a s t h r o u g h l a r g e d e n o m i n a t i o n a l s t r u c t u r e s ,
o r g r a n d t h e o r i e s o f c i v i l r e l i g i o n a n d s e c u l a r i z a t i o n ) . P a r t i c i p a n t s
a l s o r e f e r r e d t o p o s t m o d e r n i s m a s e m p h a s i z i n g r e l i g i o u s e x p e r i e n c e o v e r
d o c t r i n e a n d r a t i o n a l i s m . W h i l e p o s t m o d e r n i s m a l m o s t b e c a m e a b u z z w o r d a t
t h e c o n f e r e n c e s e s s i o n s , t h e n e w e m p h a s i s s e e m s t o h a v e e n c o u r a g e d
r e s e a r c h e r s t o l o o k f o r s i g n s o f r e l i g i o u s r e n e w a l a n d s o c i a l c h a n g e i n
n e w p l a c e s . F o r i n s t a n c e , i n i n t e r v i e w i n g m e m b e r s o f m e g a c h u r c h e s , D o n a l d
E . M i l l e r , p r o f e s s o r o f r e l i g i o n a t t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f S o u t h e r n
C a l i f o r n i a , f o u n d t h a t t h e s e e v a n g e l i c a l s a r e m o r e a c c e p t i n g o f p l u r a l i s m
t h a n o t h e r s a n d " h a v e g i v e n u p t h e s e a r c h f o r u n i v e r s a l t r u t h [ f o r ] t r u t h
a t t h e i n d i v i d u a l 1 e v e 1 . . . t h e i r i n t e r e s t s a r e l o c a l a n d p a r t i c u l a r . " O n e
p e r s o n h e i n t e r v i e w e d s u m m e d u p t h i s p h i l o s o p h y w i t h t h e w o r d s , " I t ' s
b e t t e r t o v i s i t o n e p e r s o n i n n e e d t h a n t o s a v e a l l t h e w h a l e s i n t h e
w o r I d . "

T h e m e g a c h u r c h e s a r e a l s o b e i n g v i e w e d a s s o u r c e s o f s o c i a l c h a n g e .
B r e n d a B r a s h e r , a l s o o f U S C , p r e s e n t e d a p a p e r r e p o r t i n g t h a t w o m e n s '
g r o u p s a r e fl o u r i s h i n g i n t h e g r o w i n g n e t w o r k s o f m e g a c h u r c h e s s p r e a d i n g
a r o u n d t h e U . S . , s u c h a s C a l v a r y C h a p e l a n d H o p e C h a p e l . T h e s e g r o u p s

^ p r o v i d e s o c i a l n e t w o r k s a n d i n fl u e n c e a m o n g w o m e n i n c o n g r e g a t i o n s t h a t
o f t e n d o n o t a l l o w t h e m i n p o s i t i o n s o f l e a d e r s h i p , s h e s a y s . T h e s e
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w o m e n s g r o u p s , o r " c e l l c l u s t e r s , " o f t e n d r a w i n w o m e n f r o m s u r r o u n d i n g
s m a l l e r c o n g r e g a t i o n s w h e r e t h e y a r e g i v e n a n o p p o r t u n i t y t o d i s c u s s
m a r r i a g e a n d s e x u a l i s s u e s w i t h o u t m e n p r e s e n t a n d t o e x p e r i e n c e h e a l i n g
o f t h e e m o t i o n s . B r a s h e r s a i d t h a t i n h e r r e s e a r c h s h e f o u n d t h a t w o m e n
i n s u c h l a r g e c o n g r e g a t i o n s o f t e n f e l t p a s s i v e i n a t t e h d i n g c h u r c h
s e r v i c e s a n d l i s t e n i n g t o s e r m o n s , a n d t h e c l u s t e r c e l l s g i v e t h e m a
c h a n c e t o " i n t e g r a t e B i b l e s t o r i e s w i t h t h e s t o r i e s o f t h e i r o w n l i v e s . "
P a t r i c i a W i t t b e r g , p r o f e s s o r o f s o c i o l o g y a t I n d i a n a U n i v e r s i t y i n
I n d i a n a p o l i s , p r e s e n t e d p r e l i m i n a r y r e s e a r c h s h o w i n g t h a t R o m a n C a t h o l i c
r e l i g i o u s o r d e r s m a y n o t b e h e a d e d f o r e x t i n c t i o n , a s n e w f o r m s o f
m i n i s t r y a r e e m e r g i n g . S h e f o u n d t h a t 7 5 t o 1 2 5 n e w r e l i g i o u s o r d e r s f o r
m e n a n d w o m e n h a v e b e e n f o u n d e d s i n c e 1 9 8 5 ( a l t h o u g h s h e n o t e d a f e w h a v e
b e e n d i s c o n t i n u e d ) . O n e s u c h o r d e r g r e w f r o m 6 m e m b e r s t o 3 0 i n t w o
y e a r s . T h e s e n e w o r d e r s a r e u s u a l l y s t r o n g l y c o n s e r v a t i v e , o f t e n w i t h
l a r g e y o u n g a d u l t r e p r e s e n t a t i o n , a n d t h e y i n c l u d e s u c h g r o u p s a s t h e
F r a n c i s c a n F r i a r s o f t h e R e n e w a l a n d t h e S t e u b e n v i l l e F r a n c i s c a n s i n
O h i o . W i t t b e r g c o n t r a s t e d t h e n e w o r d e r s w i t h p r e - V a t i c a n I I a n d t h e
d e c l i n i n g p o s t - V a t i c a n I I o r l i b e r a l o r d e r s a n d f o u n d t h a t t h e n e w g r o u p s
o f t e n s e e l L ^ a d i X f ^ e r e n ^ t p a t h f r o m b o t h ^ t y p ^ e s - o f ^ i n s t i t u t l o j i s . .

A s w i t h t h e p r e - V a t i c a n I I t r a d i t i o n a l o r d e r s , t h e n e w o r d e r s e m p h a s i z e
w e a r i n g t h e h a b i t r a t h e r t h a n t h e s e c u l a r d r e s s p r e v a l e n t a m o n g m o r e
l i b e r a l o r d e r s . T h e n e w o r d e r s a l s o p u t m o r e o f a n e m p h a s i s o n l i v i n g i n
" i n t e n t i o n a l c o m m u n i t i e s " t h a t a r e n o t c l o i s t e r e d a w a y f r o m s o c i e t y a s
w e r e t h e t r a d i t i o n a l o r d e r s . T h e n e w g r o u p s e m p h a s i z e s p i r i t u a l i t y a n d
d o w n p l a y t h e s o c i a l a c t i v i s m f o u n d i n l i b e r a l o r d e r s ( a l t h o u g h t h e y
u s u a l l y l i v e w i t h a n d h e l p t h e p o o r ) . W h i l e m e m b e r s o f t h e n e w w o m e n s '
o r d e r s a r e h i g h l y c r i t i c a l o f t h e m o r e f e m i n i s t - o r i e n t e d l i b e r a l o r d e r s ,
t h e y a l s o o f t e n e x h i b i t " u n e x a m i n e d f e m i n i s m . " F o r i n s t a n c e , o n e w o m a m
s h e i n t e r v i e w e d v i e w e d h e r s e l f a s e q u a l i f n o t s u p e r i o r t o t h e m a l e
l e a d e r s h i p i n r u n n i n g t h e o r d e r . A n o t h e r w o m e n s a i d t h a t h e r w o r k i n
t a k i n g i n a b u s e d w o m e n i s " t r u e f e m i n i s m , " s i n c e i t i s a d d r e s s i n g t h e
s o c i a l i l l s o f a " m a l e c u l t u r e . "

O t h e r c o n f e r e n c e s e s s i o n s f o c u s e d o n t r e n d s i n r e l i g i o u s r e s e a r c h i t s e l f .
T h e r e w e r e s e m i n a r s o n f e m i n i s t . L a t i n o , A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n , C h r i s t i a n a n d
a g n o s t i c a p p r o a c h e s a n d r e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s o f t h e s t u d y o f r e l i g i o n . S u c h
p o s t m o d e r n a p p r o a c h e s - - c a l 1 e d t h e " n e w p a r a d i g m " - - o f t e n s o u g h t t o
c h a l l e n g e t h e t r a d i t i o n a l i d e a l s o f s c i e n t i fi c r e l i g i o u s r e s e a r c h ,
p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e v a l u e o f o b j e c t i v i t y . D a v i d R o o z e n o f H a r t f o r d S e m i n a r y
t o l d R E L I G I O N W A T C H t h a t i t i s a " r e a l t i m e o f t e n s i o n b e t w e e n
s u b j e c t i v e , p o s t m o d e r n a p p r o a c h e s a n d t h e m o r e o b j e c t i v e , s c i e n t i fi c
a p p r o a c h . " W h i l e t h e s u b j e c t i v i s t c a m p i s g a i n i n g a g r e a t e r v o i c e i n t h e
s c h o l a r l y c o m m u n i t y , t h e " v a s t m a j o r i t y " o f a c a d e m i c s i n v o l v e d i n
s t u d y i n g r e l i g i o n r e a l i z e i t w o u l d b e a " t r e m e n d o u s l o s s " t o d i s c a r d
s c i e n t i fi c s t a n d a r d s o f o b j e c t i v i t y , R o o z e n s a i d . I n a m a j o r a d d r e s s ,
E i l e e n B a r k e r o f t h e L o n d o n S c h o o l o f E c o n o m i c s a n d r e c e n t p r e s i d e n t o f
t h e S S S R , w a s m o r e b l u n t i n h e r v i e w o f t h e m a t t e r , c a l l i n g m a n y o f t h e
p o s t m o d e r n a p p r o a c h e s t o r e l i g i o u s r e s e a r c h " j u s t p l a i n s i l l y . "
B e l o w a r e s o m e m o r e h i g h l i g h t s f r o m t h e c o n f e r e n c e :

* I n a p a p e r o n t h e C h r i s t i a n C o a l i t i o n , t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n s t a r t e d b y
t e l e v a n g e l i s t a n d f o r m e r p r e s i d e n t i a l c a n d i d a t e P a t R o b e r t s o n , M a r k
O ' K e e f e , r e l i g i o n r e p o r t e r f o r t h e V i r g i n i a P i l o t n e w s p a p e r , s a y s t h a t
t h e g r o u p m a y b e a b l e t o " s e i z e t h e r e a l p o l i t i c a l p o w e r t h a t t h e N e w
C h r i s t i a n R i g h t h a s n o t f o u n d y e t . " O ' K e e f e a l s o s a w t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n a s
m o d e r a t i n g i t s s t r o n g c o n s e r v a t i v e p o s i t i o n s , t h e " s t e a l t h " t a c t i c s t h a t
t h e g r o u p a d v o c a t e d , s u c h a s n o t d i s c l o s i n g m e m b e r s h i p i n t h e g r o u p i n
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o r d e r t o i n fi l t r a t e s e c u l a r p o l i t i c a l g r o u p s , i s " l e s s o f a f a c t o r *
today. Pat Robertson's new book, "The Turning Tide," also shows that he
h a s m o d e r a t e d h i s v i e w s , s p e a k i n g m o r e o f " e t h i c a l t h a n b i b l i c a l v a l u e s ,
says O'Keefe. Robertson is now being attacked as too moderate by others

^in the New Christian Right for the above posiitons. He adds that a new
m o d e r a t e f o r m o f t h e C h r i s t i a n C o a l i t i o n m a y b e u s e d a s a s p r i n g b o a r d f o r
R o b e r t s o n t o m a k e h i s b i d f o r t h e 1 9 9 6 p r e s i d e n t i a l r a c e .

* Hope College sociologists Roger Nemeth and Donald Luidens challenged
the theo ry t ha t financ ia l suppo r t f o r ma in l i ne denomina t i ona l s t ruc tu res
in the U.S. is declining because church members oppose the "l iberal
policies" of church leaders. Instead, it is the need to compete for
members which is forcing congregations to spend more of their income
locally. The two researchers say that their study of church giving shows
t h a t t h o s e d e n o m i n a t i o n s t h a t v e s t a u t h o r i t y l o c a l l y , s u c h a s t h e
Baptists, have a competitive edge over those with more more centralized
and hierarchical structures. Because baby boomers are "consumers" of
religion, shopping for specialized services and ministries, congregations
have to compete more today, thus sending less money to headquarters,
acco rd ing to Nemeth and Lu idens .

* There have been numerous studies showing that a segment of baby boomers
have re tu rned to re l ig ious ins t i tu t ions . Bu t Dav id Roozen o f Har t fo rd
Seminary reported on recent research showing that many baby boomers may
already be dropping out of religious involvement once their children get
older and leave home. Roozen said that from surveys taken in 1990, it was
shown that about 53 percent of baby boomers with pre-teen children
attended churches. Baby boomers wi th "empty nests," ( fami l ies wi thout
children living at home), dropped in their attendance levels to about 37
percent. He adds that the decline begins once children enter their teen

^ years. While all generations of parents have shown lower church
attendance levels once children leave home, the baby boomer decline is
larger than previous generations. Such a development will contribute to a
"downward trend" in church attendance for the next 20 years, according to
Roozen. (For more information on the programs of the Society for the
Scientific Study of Religion, write to: SSSR, Dept. of Sociology and
Anthropology, Purdue University, 1365 Stone Hall, W. Lafayette, IN 47907-
1 3 6 5 )

NEW GENERATION OF PREACHERS GUIDING TELEVANGELISH IN 1990S
In the highly volatile world of te1evange1ism, major changes have occured
across the several religious broadcasting networks and organizations in
the last two years. Most visibly, the leadership of Oral Roberts, Jerry
Falwell, Jimmy Swaggart, and Jim Bakker has disappeared in light offinancial irregularities, charges of sexual misconduct, and television
overexposure burnout. Critics of televangelism suggested this departure
could mark the demise of this form of ministry, but since 1991 a new
gepi0pa-tion of tel evangel i st preachers has clearly come into the
ascendancy, suggesting where electronic media ministry will be headed in
the next four years. The new generation of te1evange1ists are achieving
prominence largely through the highly aggressive leadership of Trinity
Broadcasting Network (TBN). Low power stations and smaller cable networks
are being added in significant numbers as the viewing public seeks new
faces and new direct ions. Most prominent here is the ministry of Benny

^ Hinn, pastor of a 7,000 member congregation in Orlando, Florida. Within
two years, mainly through his daily hour long program on TBN and first
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f o u r b o o k s ( s e l l i n g o v e r 2 m i l l i o n c o p i e s ) h e h a s b e c o m e t h e d o m i n a n t n e w
t e 1 e v a n g e l i s t .

M o s t o f M i n n ' s m i n i s t r y f o c u s e s o n f a i t h h e a l i n g , p f t e n w i t h s p e c t a c u l a r
s e r v i c e s f o r s e e k e r s a t O r l a n d o a n d i n h i s m a n y a p p e a r a n c e s a c r o s s t h e
n a t i o n . A c c o r d i n g t o r e p o r t s i n t h e t w o m o s t w i d e l y c i r c u l a t e d P r o t e s t a n t
m a g a z i n e s , C h r i s t i a n i t v To d a v ( A u g u s t 1 6 ) a n d C h a r i s m a ( M a y a n d A u g u s t
i s s u e s ) , M i n n c o n t i n u e s t o b e c a r e f u l l y s c r u t i n i z e d b y c o n s e r v a t i v e
t h e o l o g i a n s f o r s i g n s o f d e v i a t i o n f r o m o r t h o d o x t e a c h i n g s . T o d a t e , M i n n
h a s a d m i t t e d c e r t a i n m i s j u d g e m e n t s i n c e r t a i n a r e a s , e s p e c i a l l y o n h i s
e m p h a s i s o n w e a l t h , a n d h e h a s r e f o r m u l a t e d h i s m e s s a g e . O t h e r
t e l e v a n g e l i s t s c o m i n g i n t o t h e i r o w n r e c e n t l y h a v e b e e n R o d P a r s l e y a n d
D w i g h t T h o m p s o n , a s s o c i a t e d w i t h e n e r g e t i c f a i t h h e a l i n g i n t h e i r
m i n i s t r y o f W o r l d H a r v e s t C h u r c h , C o l u m b u s , O h i o . C e r t a i n A f r i c a n
A m e r i c a n t e l e v a n g e l i s t s n o w c o m m a n d w i d e a u d i e n c e s o f w h i t e s a n d b l a c k s
a l i k e , s u c h a s E . V . H i l l , C a r l t o n P e a r s o n , a n d F r e d e r i c k P r i c e , a l l
w o r k i n g o u t o f L o s A n g e l e s a n d f e a t u r e d o n T E N . O n e w o m a n , M a r i l y n M i c k e y
o f D e n v e r , r e c e i v e s w i d e s u p p o r t a c r o s s t h e n a t i o n f o r h e r f a i t h h e a l i n g
a n d t e a c h i n g m i n i s t r y . N o n e o f t h e s e t e l e v a n g e l i s t s h a d s u p p o r t d u r i n g
t h e l a t e 1 9 8 0 s ; a l l o f t h e m a r e n o w fi n d i n g i n c r e a s i n g v i e w e r s h i p ,
e s p e c i a l l y w i t h t h e i r f o c u s o n p e n t e c o s t a l - b a s e d h e a l i n g s e r v i c e s .

B e y o n d t h e s e l e a d e r s , a n u m b e r o f o t h e r t e 1 e v a n g e 1 i s t p r e a c h e r s c a r r y t h e
m e s s a g e o f h e a l i n g a n d a b u n d a n t l i v i n g t h r o u g h T B N a n d i n d e p e n d e n t
s t a t i o n s . T h e h e a l t h a n d w e a l t h t h e m e p r e a c h e d b y K e n n e t h a n d G l o r i a
C o p e l a n d c o n t a i n s l i t t l e o f t h e 8 0 s p o l i t i c a l m e s s a g e b u t m u c h o n h e a l i n g
a n d s u c c e s s f u l p u r s u i t o f t h e g i f t s o f t h i s l i f e . O n a m u c h d i f f e r e n t
l e v e l . J a c k H a y f o r d o f t h e F o u r s q u a r e C h u r c h p r e s e n t s a p o p u l a r , i f
s u b d u e d s e r v i c e o f s u s t a i n e d t e a c h i n g a n d c o n g r e g a t i o n a l h y m n s i n g i n g
e a c h w e e k o n T B N . M a i n l i n e c h u r c h e s a n d t h e R o m a n C a t h o l i c C h u r c h h a v e
l a u n c h e d t h e i r o w n p r o g r a m s , w i t h V i s i o n I n t e r n a t i o n a l S a t e l l i t e N e t w o r k
( V I S N ) a n d E t e r n a l W o r d N e t w o r k ( E W N ) . L a c k i n g s u b s t a n t i a l c a p i t a l , t h e y
h o l d a l o y a l b u t c o m p a r a t i v e l y s m a l l a u d i e n c e , w r i t e s m e d i a s p e c i a l i s t
J e f f r e y M a d d e n i n t h e A n n a l s o f t h e A m e r i c a n A c a d e m v o f P o l t i c a l a n d
S o c i a l S c i e n c e ( M a y ) . T h e A m e r i c a n C h r i s t i a n Te l e v i s i o n S y s t e m ( A C T S ) ,
T h e S o u t h e r n B a p t i s t n e t w o r k , h a s n o t e x p a n d e d b e y o n d a l i m i t e d c i r c l e o f
r e g i o n a l s u p i : ^ r t . ( C h r i s t i a n i t y To d a y , 4 6 5 G u n d e r s e n D r . , C a r o l S t r e a m ,
I L 6 0 1 8 7 ; C h a r i s m a , 6 0 0 R h i n e h a r t R d . , L a k e M a r y , F L 3 2 7 4 6 ) — B y E r l i n g
J o r s t a d , R W c o n t r i b u t i n g e d i t o r a n d a p r o f e s s o r o f H i s t o r y a t S t . O l a f
C o l l e g e . J o r s t a d h a s r e c e n t l y w r i t t e n " P o p u l a r R e l i g i o n i n A m e r i c a : T h e
E v a n g e l i c a l V o i c e " ( G r e e n w o o d P r e s s ) .

DENONI NATIONAL FUTURE IN COALITIONS AND FLEXIBLE NETWORKS?
F o r t h e l a s t d e c a d e , c h u r c h l e a d e r s a n d o b s e r v e r s h a v e b e e n f o r e c a s t i n g
d r a s t i c c h a n g e s a f o o t i n A m e r i c a n d e n o m i n a t i o n s - - u s u a l l y r e f e r r i n g t o a
s h i f t f r o m c e n t r a l i z e d b u r e a u c r a c i e s t o d e c e n t r a l i z e d s t r u c t u r e s [ f o r
i n s t a n c e , s e e c o v e r s t o r y i n N o v e m b e r 9 2 R W ] . S o f a r , s u c h a s h i f t i s n o t
m u c h i n e v i d e n c e , a t l e a s t a m o n g m a i n l i n e b o d i e s . B u t s o c i o l o g i s t N a n c y
A m m e r m a n t h i n k s t h e s e e d s o f t h i s t r e n d m a y b e f o u n d i n t h e m o d e r a t e
m o v e m e n t s s u r r o u n d i n g t h e S o u t h e r n B a p t i s t C o n v e n t i o n . A m m e r m a n w r i t e s i n
t h e C h r i s t i a n C e n t u r v ( S e p t e m b e r 2 2 - 2 9 ) t h a t t h e A l l i a n c e o f B a p t i s t s a n d
t h e C o o p e r a t i v e B a p t i s t F e l l o w s h i p , w h i c h h a v e s o u g h t t o p r o v i d e
a l t e r n a t i v e s ( s u c h a s i n s e m i n a r y e d u c a t i o n a n d p u b l i s h i n g ) t o t h e
r e i g n i n g c o n s e r v a t i v e l e a d e r s h i p i n t h e S B C , a r e b e c o m i n g m o d e l s o f t h e
" p o s t m o d e r n d e n o m i n a t i o n . " T h i s i s b e c a u s e t h e s e g r o u p s a r e n o t f o l l o w i n g
t h e w o r n p a t h o f c r e a t i n g a l t e r n a t i v e s t r u c t u r e s w h i c h m i r r o r t h o s e o f
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t h e S B C . R a t h e r , t h e y w o r k t h r o u g h c o a l i t i o n s , s u b c o n t r a c t i n g , a n d
n e t w o r k s , a n d t a k e a d v a n t a g e o f n e w c o m p u t e r t e c h n o l o g y. T h e a l l i a n c e

^ functions as a "kind of think tank. It looks for people that need a voice
a n d h a v e n e e d s t h a t a r e g o i n g u n m e t . . . I t h a s a t i n y n a t i o n a l s t a f f a n d
m e e t s i n a n a n n u a l c o n v o c a t i o n f o r e d u c a t i o n a n d w o r s h i p . T h e r e i s n o
t h o u g h t o f b e c o m i n g a " f u 1 1 - s e r v i c e ' d e n o m i n a t i o n . R a t h e r, i t i s a
s p e c i a l i z e d o r g a n i z a t i o n w i t h a n i d e n t i fi a b l e n i c h e , c a p a b l e o f f o r g i n g
a l l i a n c e s f o r t h e p u r p o s e o f p u r s u i n g s p e c i fi c s h o r t - t e r m g o a l s . "

A l t h o u g h t h e a l l i a n c e h a s w o r k e d t o p u b l i s h a l t e r n a t i v e l i t e r a t u r e a n d
h a s s t a r t e d a s e m i n a r y, t h e s e i n i t i a t i v e s h a v e n o t c o m e u n d e r c o n t r o l o f
the organizat ion. The group has a lso been act ive forg ing l inks wi th o ther
m o d e r a t e a n d l i b e r a l B a p t i s t g r o u p s ( s u c h a s t h e A m e r i c a n B a p t i s t s a n d
the b lack Progress ive Nat iona l Bapt is ts ) , but the goa l is not merger w i th
these groups but rather cooperation on common concerns. The CBF tends
m o r e i n t h e d i r e c t i o n o f b e c o m i n g a n a l t e r n a t i v e d e n o m i n a t i o n , b u t
Ammerman says that the group sti l l has the potential for being a model
f o r n e w d e n o m i n a t i o n a l f o r m s b e c a u s e o f i t s d e c e n t r a l i z e d s t r u c t u r e . T h e
important th ing about these groups is that they do not require
congregations to leave the SBC to order to belong to them. Ammerman is
c o n v i n c e d t h a t a s s u c h m o d e l s a r e v i e w e d a s s u c c e s s e s , t h e n e w
o rgan i za t i ona l f o rms w i l l p ro l i f e ra te . A l r eady, t he re appea rs t o be
s i m i l a r t h i n k i n g g o i n g o n a m o n g c o n s e r v a t i v e C h r i s t i a n s . I n t h e
c o n s e r v a t i v e L u t h e r a n F o r u m m a g a z i n e ( R e f o r m a t i o n i s s u e ) , a n " e c u m e n i c a l
confess ing synod," is proposed where par t ic ipat ing main l ine congregat ions
a n d i n d i v i d u a l s w o u l d n e t w o r k a n d c o o p e r a t e w i t h e a c h o t h e r b a s e d a r o u n d
a n e w o r t h o d o x c o n f e s s i o n o f f a i t h , w h i l e r e m a i n i n g i n t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e
denominat ions, thus " t reat ing the denominat ional machinery as lack ing

^ ecclesial density, as nothing more than a mechanism for pensions, charity^ and other temporal goods and services," says one article. (Christian
Century, 407 S. Dearborn St., Chicago, IL 60605; Lutheran Forum, P.O. Box
3 2 7 , D e l h i , N Y 1 3 7 5 3 ) )

SCIENTOLOGY ACCELERATES RECRUITING AFTER LEGAL VICTORY
A f t e r a s e r i e s o f s e t b a c k s a n d c r i t i c i s m s i n t h e m e d i a , t h e C h u r c h o f
Scientology is seeking to mend its public image with a major promotional
campaign, according to the Wal1 Street Journal (October 20). The church,
having recently won tax-exempt status after a decades-long struggle with
t h e I n t e r n a l R e v e n u e S e r v i c e , i s n o w c o n c e n t r a t i n g o n e x p a n d i n g i t s
r e c r u i t i n g e f f o r t s , s a y c h u r c h o f fi c i a l s . T h e e x p a n s i o n e f f o r t i s
starting with a new 590-page paperback book, "What is Scientology?, and
a combat ive adver t i s ing b l i t z th rough te lev is ion and pr in t ads tha t seeks
to rebut past media exposes of the organization (the most recent media
at tent ion has been an ar t ic le in Premiere magazine about the re l ig ion 's
popularity and power in Hollywood). One communications expert says that
taking out such ads is risky because they can backfire. "There's never
l^een a company that 's been at tacked that d idn ' t th ink i t was unfa i r or
unt rue. The organ iza t ion w i th the las t word is the organ iza t ion w i th the
ink a t i t s d i sposa l . " Bu t pub l i c r e l a t i ons execu t i ve B i l l Sou tha rd says
Sc ien to log is ts have rece ived "so much ed i to r ia l a t ten t ion , and , f rom
their perspective, been so misrepresented, that they don t have a heck of
a l o t t o l o s e . "
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CHARISHATICS JOINING PILGRIMAGE TO SACRAMENTAL CHRISTIANITY
A segment of charismatics are now joining the long line of conservative
C h r i s t i a n s w h o h a v e b e e n m a k i n g a " p i l g r i m a g e t o w a r d a d e e p e r
appreciation" of liturgical and sacramental forms of worship, according
to the conservative ecumenical magazine Touchstone (Summer). Since the
mid-1970s there has been a slow but steady movement of evangelicals to
such historic liturgical churches as Roman Catholicism, Anglicanism and
Eastern Orthodoxy. The magazine reports that "one [charismatic] Vineyard
congregation in California joined the Eastern Orthodox church this
summer, wh i le ear l ie r, a Vineyard char imsat ic fe l lowsh ip jo ined the
United Episcopal Church. There are some charismatic and other churches
t h a t h a v e n o f o r m a l c o n n e c t i o n s w i t h h i s t o r i c c h u r c h e s b u t h a v e a d o p t e d
the theo logy and l i t u rg i ca l p rac t i ces o f the h i s to r i c chu rches , such as
the Charismatic Episcopal Church and the Evangelical Orthodox Church.

Ano the r s i gn o f g row ing i n te res t i n l i t u rg i ca l Ch r i s t i an i t y among
char ismat ics (who have long championed free-sty le church services) is the
r e c e n t f o r m a t i o n o f a n o r g a n i z a t i o n k n o w n a s t h e F e l l o w s h i p o f S t .
B a r n a b a s . T h e O k l a h o m a - b a s e d s o c i e t y i s , a c c o r d i n g t o i t s o r g a n i z e r s , a
" ' b r o t h e r h o o d ' o f c h a r i s m a t i c m e n a n d w o m e n w h o h a v e b e e n i n s p i r e d b y a
rediscovery of these ancient roots and by a deep longing for uni ty wi th
b r o t h e r s a n d s i s t e r s i n t h e w h o l e B o d y o f C h r i s t . " S o m e i n t h e
organ iza t ion have jo ined Catho l i c ism, Ang l ican ism or Catho l i c ism, wh i le
o t h e r s " h a v e b e e n n e t w o r k i n g w i t h l i k e - m i n d e d ^ c o n v e r g e n c e * c h u r c h e s i n
various temporary ^communions* of churches on the same journey. And sti l l
o thers are s imply integrat ing e lements of sacramental theology and
a n c i e n t f o r m s o f w o r s h i p i n t o t h e i r e x i s t i n g , d e n o m i n a t i o n a l o r
i n d e p e n d e n t s e t t i n g s . * * ( To u c h s t o n e , 3 3 0 0 I V. C u l J o m Av e . , C h i c a g o , I L
6 0 6 1 8 - 1 2 1 8 )

SMALL CATHOLIC COLLEGES HARDEST HIT BY SECULARIZATION?
I n t h e C a t h o l i c p r e s s - - w h e t h e r l i b e r a l o r c o n s e r v a t i v e - - o n e fi n d s a
g r o w i n g c o n c e r n t h a t C a t h o l i c h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n i s g o i n g t h e w a y o f
m a i n l i n e P r o t e s t a n t i s m a s i t l o s e s m u c h o f i t s r e l i g i o u s i d e n t i t y . T h e
f o c u s h a s e s p e c i a l l y b e e n o n p r o m i n e n t C a t h o l i c u n i v e r s i t i e s , b u t
c o n c e r n s a b o u t s u r v i v a l a s w e l l a s s e c u l a r i z a t i o n h a v e b e e n m o s t p r e s s i n g
f o r s m a l l e r C a t h o l i c c o l l e g e s , a c c o r d i n g t o t h e U . S . N e w s & W o r l d R e p o r t
( O c t o b e r 4 ) . T h e s m a l l e r l e s s w e l l - e n d o w e d C a t h o l i c l i b e r a l a r t s c o l l e g e s
h a v e h a d t o d e p e n d o n a t t r a c t i n g n o n - C a t h o l i c s t u d e n t s i n o r d e r t o
survive (at least six such col leges have closed since 1986) more than
C a t h o l i c u n i v e r s i t i e s w i t h n a t i o n a l r e p u t a t i o n s . M a n y C a t h o l i c s c h o o l s
d e s i g n p r o g r a m s t o a t t r a c t m a t u r e p a r t - t i m e s t u d e n t s w i t h o u t r e g a r d t o
r e l i g i o u s a f fi l i a t i o n . T h e r e s u l t o f s u c h h e a v y o u t s i d e r e c r u i t i n g i s
t h a t C a t h o l i c c o l l e g e s a r e i n c r e a s i n g l y d e e m p h a s i z i n g t h e i r r e l i g i o u s
i d e n t i t i e s . A l o n g w i t h g r o w i n g n o n - C a t h o l i c e n r o l l m e n t s , i n c o m i n g
C a t h o l i c s t u d e n t s a r e l e s s s u r e o f t h e i r c h u r c h * s t e a c h i n g s t h a n
p r e v i o u s l y ; a s u r v e y c o n d u c t e d l a s t y e a r a m o n g s t u d e n t s a t 1 9 J e s u i t -
r e l a t e d s c h o o l s f o u n d t h a t 6 0 p e r c e n t o f t h e f r e s h m e n f a v o r e d l e g a l i z e d
a b o r t i o n , u p f r o m 4 7 p e r c e n t i n 1 9 8 8 .

T h e d e c l i n e i n t h e n u m b e r o f p r i e s t s a n d n u n s o n c o l l e g e f a c u l t i e s i s
a l s o c o n t r i b u t i n g t o t h e d i f fi c u l t i e s i n k e e p i . n o C a t h o l i c i d e n t i t y a t t h e _
forefront . For instance, the proport ion of facul ty at Cathol ic women*s ^
co l l eges who a re nuns has d ropped f rom 80 pe rcen t i n 1975 to 20 pe rcen t
today. A 1990 Vat ican document requ i res tha t a t leas t ha l f o f a l l facu l ty
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a t C a t h o l i c c o l l e g e s b e c h u r c h m e m b e r s ; t h e c u r r e n t p r o p o r t i o n i s 4 5
p e r c e n t . I n o r d e r t o b o l s t e r C a t h o l i c i d e n t i t y a t s u c h s c h o o l s , a n e w
p r o g r a m f u n d e d b y t h e L i l l y E n d o w m e n t w o r k s t o r e c r u i t C a t h o l i c g r a d u a t e
s t u d e n t s a s p o t e n t i a l f a c u l t y m e m b e r s . " B u t n o t e v e r y s c h o o l i s w i l l i n g
t o a s k t h e r e l i g i o u s a f fi l i a t i o n o f a p p l i c a n t s " o r b y p a s s e x c e p t i o n a l
n o n - C a t h o l i c p r o s p e c t s . M e a n w h i l e , t h e C h r o n i c l e o f H i g h e r E d u c a t i o n
( O c t o b e r 1 3 ) r e p o r t s t h a t t h e n e w p a p a l e n c y c l i c a l , " V e r i t a t i s S p l e n d o r , "
h a s c a u s e d C a t h o l i c c o l l e g e p r e s i d e n t s a n d r e l i g i o n p r o f e s s o r s t o w o n d e r
w h e t h e r t h e c h u r c h w i l l i n c r e a s i n g l y t r y t o t u r n t h e s e c u l a r i z i n g p r o c e s s
a r o u n d b y w a y o f i m p o s i n g o r t h o d o x s t a n d a r d s o n a c a d e m i c p u r s u i t s . I n t h e
d o c u m e n t . P o p e J o h n P a u l I I t a k e s d i r e c t a i m a t t h e o l o g i a n s w h o a r e
c a l l i n g i n t o q u e s t i o n m a n y o f t h e l o n g - s t a n d i n g c h u r c h p o s i t i o n s o n m o r a l
d o c t r i n e . A c r o s s t h e c o u n t r y , a s o f y e t , o n l y a f e w p r o f e s s o r s h a v e
c l a i m e d t h e p o p e ' s p o s i t i o n w i l l i n f a c t c u r t a i l a c a d e m i c f r e e d o m .
— E r l i n g J o r s t a d c o n t r i b u t e d t o t h i s r e p o r t

HOUNTINQ TENSIONS OVER CATHOLICISH'S POWER IN EASTERN EUROPE
T h e r e a p p e a r s t o b e g r o w i n g f e a r s a n d t e n s i o n s o v e r t h e r o l e o f t h e
C a t h o l i c C h u r c h i n p o l i t i c s i n p o s t - c o m m u n i s t E a s t e r n E u r o p e , a c c o r d i n g
t o s e v e r a l r e p o r t s . O n e o f t h e m o s t d r a m a t i c a n d s u r p r i s i n g d e v e l o p m e n t s
i n E a s t e r n E u r o p e a n p o l i t i c s t o o k p l a c e i n S e p t e m b e r w h e n v o t e r s i n
P o l a n d r e t u r n e d t h e i r o w n e x - c o m m u n i s t r u l e r s t o P a r l i a m e n t . I n t h e
N a t i o n a l C a t h o l i c R e g i s t e r ( O c t o b e r 1 7 ) , J o n a t h a n L u x m o o r e w r i t e s t h a t
b e y o n d e c o n o m i c i s s u e s , t h e e l e c t i o n o f t h e f o r m e r c o m m u n i s t s - - w h o s t o o d
o p e n l y o n a n a n t i - c h u r c h t i c k e t - - s i g n a l s i n c r e a s i n g P o l i s h d i s e n c h a n t m e n t
w i t h t h e p o l i t i c a l p o w e r o f t h e C a t h o l i c C h u r c h . " S o c i a l r e s e a r c h h a s
c o n s i s t e n t l y s h o w n t h a t s o c i e t y b e l i e v e s t h e c h u r c h i s t o o c o m p l a c e n t a n d
h a s b e e n t o o ' p o l i t i c a l ' i n i t s c h a m p i o n s h i p o f C a t h o l i c c a u s e s . " S i m i l a r

/^unrest is growing in Hungary, according to the Washington Post (September
3 0 ) . " H u n g a r y ' s c e n t e r - r i g h t g o v e r n m e n t , w h i c h a c c o r d i n g t o o p i n i o n p o l l s
h a s t h e s u p p o r t o f l e s s t h a n 2 0 p e r c e n t o f v o t e r s , h a s c l o s e t i e s t o t h e
c h u r c h a n d w a n t s t o r e e s t a b l i s h t h e o l d C a t h o l i c o r d e r o f t h i n g s . A
c o n t r o v e r s i a l l a w p e r m i t s t h e c h u r c h t o r e g a i n c o n t r o l o f s c h o o l s ,
h o s p i t a l s a n d o t h e r p r o p e r t i e s t h a t w e r e c o n fi s c a t e d b y t h e c o m m u n i s t s . "
T h e c h u r c h i s b e c o m i n g i n c r e a s i n g l y e n g a g e d i n b a t t l e s o v e r t a k i n g b a c k
i t s i n s t i t u t i o n s ; w h e n t h e c h u r c h t o o k o v e r a s c h o o l i n o n e c i t y , p a r e n t s
a n d t e a c h e r s p r o t e s t e d a n d s t a r t e d t h e i r o w n " p i r a t e s c h o o l . "

S i m i l a r c o n fl i c t s o v e r t h e C a t h o l i c C h u r c h r e g a i n i n g p r o p e r t i e s a r e
e m e r g i n g i n t h e C z e c h R e p u b l i c . I f t h e c h u r c h w a s t o r e g a i n a l l i t s
f o r m e r p r o p e r t i e s , i t w o u l d b e c o m e t h e c o u n t r y ' s l a r g e s t l a n d o w n e r s a n d
l a n d l o r d s a n d i t m a y h a v e a n e g a t i v e e f f e c t o n t h e p r i v a t i z a t i o n p r o c e s s ,
w r i t e s J a c q u e s P o i t r a s i n t h e C h r i s t i a n C e n t u r v ( O c t o b e r 6 ) . A r e c e n t
p o l l f o u n d a m a j o r i t y o f C z e c h s a g r e e t h a t e n o u g h p r o p e r t y h a s b e e n
r e t u r n e d t o t h e c h u r c h , a n d t h a t t h e c h u r c h s h o u l d n o l o n g e r r e c e i v e
s t a t e s u p p o r t ( a l t h o u g h t h e c h u r c h i s n o t a s k i n g f o r a n y p r o p e r t y o w n e d
b y i n d i v i d u a l s a n d i s n o t s e e k i n g fi n a n c i a l c o m p e n s a t i o n f o r p r o p e r t y ) .
T h e n a t i o n ' s C h r i s t i a n p a r t i e s , w h i c h h a v e c l o s e c h u r c h t i e s , a r e a l s o
b e i n g c r i t i c i z e d f o r c l a i m i n g t o r e p r e s e n t m o s t C h r i s t i a n s a n d f o r n o t
f u l l y s u p p o r t i n g c h u r c h - s t a t e s e p a r a t i o n . B u t i t i s i n S l o v a k i a w h e r e
m o s t o b s e r v e r s s e e t h e m o s t e x t r e m e C a t h o l i c - g o v e r n m e n t a l l i a n c e , t h e
Ca tho l i c Commonwea l magaz ine (Sep tember 24 ) r epo r t s t ha t "Sca red by t he
i n r u s h o f W e s t e r n m a t e r i a l i s m . W e s t e r n s e c t s , a n d W e s t e r n t h e o l o g y , t o d a y
t h e S l o v a k c h u r c h a p p e a r s t o b e t r y i n g t o t u r n t h e c l o c k b a c k a n d
i n s u l a t e C a t h o l i c s f r o m w h a t i t r e g a r d s a s c o n t a m i n a t i o n . "

T h e C a t h o l i c C h u r c h i n S l o v a k i a h a s h i s t o r i c a l l y b e e n a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e
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s u p p r e s s i o n o f t h e f r e e d o m o f r e l i g i o n a n d o t h e r l i b e r t i e s , e s p e c i a l l y
i l lus t ra ted by Mons ignor Jozef Tiso 's a t tempt to c reate a theocra t ic Naz i
p u p p e t s t a t e d u r i n g W o r l d W a r I I . A f t e r f o r t y y e a r s o f c o m m u n i s t r u l e ,
t h e c h u r c h e x i s t s i n a t i m e w a r p w i t h i t s n a t i o n a l i s t i c a n d p r e - V a t i c a n
I I i d e n t i t y i n t a c t . S l o v a k s e m i n a r i e s h a v e r e f u s e d g i f t s o f t h e o l o g i c a l
b o o k s b y G e r m a n C a t h o l i c s b e c a u s e o f f e a r o f W e s t e r n i n fl u e n c e . T h e r e a r e
r e p o r t s t h a t t h e m e n t a l h e a l t h o f s e m i n a r i a n s i s b e i n g a f f e c t e d b y t h e
c l o s e o b s e r v a t i o n t h e y a r e s u b j e c t e d t o b y f e l l o w s t u d e n t s . O n t h e
p o l i t i c a l f r o n t , t h e " S l o v a k h i e r a r c h y a n d C h r i s t i a n p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s
l o o k b a c k t o T i s o a s a r o l e m o d e l a n d s e e m t o w a n t t o r e c r e a t e h i s
t h e o c r a c y i n a m a t e r i a l i s t , s o c i a l l y d i s o r i e n t e d , p o s t - C o m m u n i s t s o c i e t y .
T h u s , t h e C a t h o l i c c h u r c h i n S l o v a k i a , d e s p i t e i t s h i g h p r o fi l e a n d t h e
e n t h u s i a s m o n w h i c h i t c a n s t i l l d r a w , i s n o w t h e l e a s t t r u s t e d
i n s t i t u t i o n i n t h e c o u n t r y , " w r i t e s J a n i c e B r o u n . ( N a t i o n a l C a t h o l i c
R e g i s t e r , 1 5 7 6 0 V e n t u r a B l v d . , S u i t e 1 2 0 1 , E n c i n o , O A 9 1 4 3 6 - 3 0 0 1 ;
C o m m o n w e a I , 1 5 D u t c h S t . , N e w Yo r k , N Y 1 0 0 3 8 )

INCREASE IN VISITORS TO EUROPE'S SHRINES
A s t h e s u m m e r t r a v e l s e a s o n e n d s i n E u r o p e , R o m a n C a t h o l i c l e a d e r s n o t e
a n u n u s u a l l y l a r g e i n c r e a s e i n t h e n u m b e r o f p e r s o n s v i s i t i n g t h e h e a l i n g
s h r i n e s o f t h e f a i t h , a c c o r d i n g t o t h e N e w Y o r k T i m e s ( O c t o b e r 1 2 ) . W h i l e
a t t e n d a n c e a t c h u r c h c o n t i n u e s t o d e c l i n e , l a r g e n u m b e r s o f p e o p l e a r e
s e e k i n g h e a l i n g s a n d m i r a c l e s a t L o u r d e s i n F r a n c e , F a t i m a i n P o r t u g a l ,
a n d s e v e r a l l e s s e r k n o w n s h r i n e s . S t a t i s t i c s a t L o u r d e s , t h e w o r l d ' s b e s t
k n o w n s h r i n e , s h o w t h a t i n 1 9 9 3 a t t e n d a n c e w a s u p 1 . 5 m i l l i o n m o r e t h a n
i n 1 9 8 3 . E q u a l l y l a r g e i n c r e a s e s a p p e a r a t t h e o t h e r s i t e s l o c a t e d m a i n l y
i n w e s t e r n E u r o p e . O f s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t , a r e t h e l a r g e n u m b e r o f b e l i e v e r s
f r o m f o r m e r i r o n C u r t a i n c o u n t r i e s . O b s e r v e r s a r e s o m e w h a t p u z z l e d a s t o ^
t h e r e a s o n s f o r t h i s i n c r e a s e . S o m e a t t r i b u t e i t t o g r e a t e r e a s e o f
t r a v e l , w h i l e o t h e r s s e e i t a s n o s t a l g i a f o r a n e a r l i e r , l e s s c o n f u s i n g
p a s t . O t h e r o b s e r v e r s s e e t h e g r o w t h a s a c l e a r s i g n o f c o m i n g m a j o r
r e l i g i o u s r e v i v a l i n a r e g i o n l o n g c o n s i d e r e d i n c r e a s i n g l y s e c u l a r . M o s t
w a t c h e r s a g r e e t h a t t h e b o o m a t t h e h e a l i n g s h r i n e s i s f u r t h e r e v i d e n c e
o f t h e r a p i d l y i n c r e a s i n g p r e f e r e n c e o f C h r i s t i a n s f o r a m o r e
e x p e r i e n t i a l , e m o t i o n a l f o r m o f r e l i g i o n e x p r e s s i o n t h a n n o w e x i s t s , i n
w e s t e r n E u r o p e . - - B y E r l i n g J o r s t a d

C O R R E C T I O N : T h e v o l u m e n u m b e r p r i n t e d o n t h e O c t o b e r i s s u e i s
i n c o r r e c t . T h e O c t o b e r i s s u e w a s i n v o l u m e 8 r a t h e r t h a n v o l u m e 7 .
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PRESSNOTES
" T n r t > a d i n g p u b l i c a t i o n s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e N e w A g e m o v e m e n t - , o n e fi n d s
i n c r e a s i n g r e f e r e n c e s t o t h e s a c r e d o r s p i r i t u a l a s p e c t s o f s e x u a l i t y . S o
i t i s n o t c o m p l e t e l y s u r p r i s i n g t o s e e t h e p u b l i c a t i o n o f t h e m a g a z i n e
F . c s t a s v : T h e J o u r n a l o f D i v i n e E r o t i c i s m . T h e g l o s s y q u a r t e r l y m a g a z i n e
c o v e r s t h e f u l l r a n g e o f r e l i g i o n s a n d s p i r i t u a l i t i e s t h a t h a v ( ? s e x u a l
d i m e n s i o n s , s u c h a s J u n g i a n t e a c h i n g s , N e o p a g a n i s m a n d E a s t e r n r e l i g i o n s
( a h i s t o r i c s o u r c e o f " s a c r e d s e x u a l i t y " f o r W e s t e r n s e e k e r s ) J v l u d e o -
C h r i s t i a n r e l i g i o n s a r e m a i n l v c r i t i c i z e d f o r t h e i r " p a t r i a r c h a l a n d
" r e o r e s s i v e " n a t u r e . R e c e n t i s s u e s o f E c s t a s y f e a t u r e a r t i c l e s o n H i n d u
a n d B u d d h i s t s e x u a l t e a c h i n g s a n d p r a c t i c e s , t h e p a g a n t r a d i t o n o f
" . s a c r e d p r o s t i t u t i o n . " a n d t h e o c c u l t a n d s e x u a l i t y . A s u b s c r i p t i o n i s
$ 2 0 a n d i s a v a i l a b l e f r o m : E c s t a s y , P. O . B o x 8 6 2 , O j a i . C A 9 3 0 2 3 ,

* T h e s u m m e r i s s u e o f N e w P e r s p e c t i v e s Q u a r t e r l y i s d e v o t e d t o r e l i g i o n
a n d i t s r o l e i n w o r l d o r d e r . T h e m a g a z i n e ( w h i c h h a s p u b l i s h e d s e v e r a l
i s s u e s d e a l i n g w i t h r e l i g i o n i n t h e p a s t ) f e a t u r e s i n ~ d e p t h a r 1 : i c l e s o n
I s l a m i c p o p u l i s m : t h e c h u r c h i n P o l a n d : a n i n t e r v i e w w i t h Z b i g n i e w
B r z e z i n s k i o n t h e r o l e o f r e l i g i o n i n s t r e n g t h e n i n g t h e W e s t : a n d a n
i n t e r v i e w w i t h c h u r c h h i s t o r i a n M a r t i n M a r t y o n f u n d a m e n t a l i s m . T h e i s s u e
c o s t s $ 1 2 . 5 0 a n d i s a v a i l a b l e f r o m : N e w P e r s p e c t i v e s Q u a r t e r l y . 1 0 9 5 1 W .
P i c o B l v d . . 2 n d F l , . L o s A n g e l e s . C A 9 0 0 6 4

' ' ' B r i d g i n g t h e G a p : R e l i g i o n a n d t h e . . N ^ w s _ _ ^ d i a _ i s a n i m p o r t a n t n e w s t u d y

e x p l o r i n g m e d i a c o v e r a g e a n d l a c k o f c o v e r a g e o f r e l i g i o u s s u b j e c t s . T h e
8 6 - p a g e r e p o r t , c o n d u c t e d b y v e t e r a n r e l i g i o n r e p o r t e r J o h n D a r t a n d
f o r m e r S o u t h e r n B a p t i s t l e a d e r J i m m y A l l e n , i s b a s e d o n a s t u d y s h o w i n g
t . h a t t h e r e i s a g o o d d e a l o f d i s t r u s t b e t w e e n c l e r g y . i n d j o u r n a l i s t s , a n d
t h a t t h e p r e s s c o n t i n u e s t o f a i l t o t a k e r e l i g i . o n s e r i o u s l y . T h e s t u d y ,
s p o n s o r e d b y t h e F r e e d o m F o r u m F i r 5 > t A m e n d m e n t C e n t e r a t . Va n d e i ' b i l t
U n i v e r s i t y , a l s o f o u n d t h a t , t h e n a t i o n ' s j o u r n a l i s t s a r e n o t a s
i r r e l i g i o u s a s p r e v i o u s s t u d i e s h a v e c l a i m e d . A s i d e f r o m t h e s e fi n d i n g s
( w h i c h h a v e b e e n r e p o r t e d i t i R W a n d t h e r e s t o f t h e p r e s s ) , B r i d g i n g t h e
C a p s h o u l d b e r e a d f o r i t s e x t e n s i v e c o m m e n t a r y o n r e l i g i o n i n t h e m e d i a ,
p r o v i d i n g i n t e r v i e w s w i t h a w i d e r a n g e o f j o u r n a l i s t s , s c h o l a r a n d
r e l i g i o u s l e a d e r s . T h e r e p o r t e x a m i n e s s u c h t o p i c s a s m e d i a c o v e r a g e o f
C a t h o l i c i s m . P r o t e s t a n t i s m , J u d a i s m a n d o t h e r w o r l d a n d n e w r e l i g i o n s :
t e l e v i . s i o n a n d r e l i g i o n c o v e r a g e : a n d f u t u r e d i r e c t i o n s i n r e l i K i o n
r e p o r t i n g . A c o m D l i m e n t a r y c o p y c a n b e r e c e i v e d f r o m : T h e F r e e d o m F o r u m .
V a n d e r b i l t U n i v e r s i t y , 1 2 2 2 I 6 t h A v e . , N a s h v i l l e . T N 3 7 2 1 2 .

* O n e b o o k t h a t h a s s e r v e d a s a c a t a l y s t f o r r e n e w e d a t t e n t i o n b y t h e
m e d i a a n d p o l i t i c a l l e a d e r s t o t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f r e l i g i o n i n s o c i e t y i s
S t e p h e n C a r t e r ' s T h e C u l t u r e o f D i s b e l i e f : H o w A m e r i c a n L a w a n d P o l i t i c s
T r i v i a l i z e R e l i g i o u s D e v o t i o n ( B a s i c B o o k s , $ 2 5 ) . T h e b o o k i s a t t r a c t i n g
c o n s i d e r a b l e a t t e n t i o n f o r i t s a t t e m p t t o a v o i d t h e e x t r e m e s o f t h e f a r
r i g h t a n d f a r l e f t a c t i v i s t s i n t h e o n g o i n g d e b a t e s o n c h u r c h / s t a t e



r e l a t i o n s a n d r e l i g i o n a n d p o l i t i c s . A p r o f e s s o r o f l a w a t Y a l e
U n i v e r s i t y , C a r t e r fi - ^ d s m u c h t o p r a i s e i n k e e p i n g s p e c i fi c e l e m e n t s o f
p u b l i c r e l i g i o n i n A m e r i c a n l i f e , y e t d i s d a i n s t h e a t t e m p t s t o
" c h r i s t i a n i z e " i t s l a w s . T h i s i s a b o o k w o r t h r e a d i n g c a r e f u l l y f o r i t s
s u m m a r y o f t h e p a s t a n d w i s e c o u n s e l f o r t h e f u t u r e . — B y E r l i n g J o r s t a d .

1 ) T h e B l a c k B i b l e C h r o n i c l e s i s t h e fi r s t t r a n s l a t i o n o f t h e fi r s t fi v e
b o o k s o f t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t i n t o s t r e e t s l a n g . T h e t r a n s l a t i o n , w r i t t e n b y
P . K . M c C a r y , a H o u s t o n B i b l e s t u d i e s t e a c h e r , h o p e s t o r e a c h y o u n g
b l a c k s , a n d a l s o w h i t e s w h o h a v e f e l t i n t i m i d a t e d b y t r a d i t o n a l B i b l e
v e r s i o n s . F o r i n s t a n c e , t h e t r a n s l a t i o n r e w o r d s G o d t e l l i n g N o a h o f t h e
i m p e n d i n g fl o o d t o r e a d : " M a n , I ' m g o n n a b l o w t h e b r o t h e r s c l e a r o u t t a
t h e w a t e r . " M c C a r y s a y s t h a t m u c h o f t h e l i n g o i s a d o p t e d f r o m t h e w a y
s h e t a l k e d i n t h e 1 9 7 0 s . S h e a d d s i t w o u l d b e c o n d e s c e n d i n g f o r " a b l a c k
w o m e n i n m y f o r t i e s t o t r y a n d w r i t e e x a c t l y t h e w a y y o u n g p e o p l e i n t h e
^ h o o d t a l k ' [ a l t h o u g h t h e r e i s a m o r e c o n t e m p o r a r y i n fl u e n c e t h r o u g h o u t
t h e b o o k ] . " T h e b o o k , p u b l i s h e d b y t h e A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n F a m i l y P r e s s , i s
n u m b e r 2 o n t h e A m e r i c a n B o o k s e l l e r ' s A s s o c i a t i o n A f r i c a n A m e r i c a n
B e s t s e l l e r L i s t , a n d s o m e b l a c k c h u r c h e s a n d g r o u p s h a v e s t a r t e d u s i n g
i t . M c C a r y i s p l a n n i n g s e q u a l s , i n c l u d i n g " R a p p i n g A b o u t J e s u s , " w h i c h
w i l l t r a n s l a t e t h e f o u r g o s p e l s o f t h e N e w Te s t a m e n t . M c C a r y s a y s , " W h e n
a n 1 1 - y e a r - o l d g i r l t e l l s m e t h a t t h e S e r p e n t [ w h o t e m p t e d E v e ] r e m i n d s
h e r o f a c r a c k d e a l e r , s o m e t h i n g g r e a t ' i s h a p p e n i n g . " ( S o u r c e : W a s h i n g t o n
P o s t , O c t o b e r 9 )

2 ) T h e B u d d h i s t W o m e n ' s N e t w o r k a t t e m p t s t o b r i n g t o g e t h e r w o m e n f r o m
d i f f e r e n t B u d d h i s t t r a d i t i o n s f r o m a r o u n d t h e w o r l d . T h e n e t w o r k , w h i c h
w a s f o u n d e d l a s t y e a r , s e e s i t s e l f a s p r o v i d i n g o p e n e x c h a n g e a m o n g
B u d d h i s t w o m e n o n t h e i r s p i r i t u a l e x p e r i e n c e s , p r a c t i c e s , a n d o t h e r
c o m m o n c o n c e r n s . T h e g r o u p i s u n i q u e b e c a u s e i t i s b r i n g i n g W e s t e r n
( m o s t c o n v e r t s ) a n d E a s t e r n B u d d h i s t s ( i n c l u d i n g n e w i m m i g r a n t s i n t h e
U . S . ) t o g e t h e r — t w o g r o u p s t h a t h a v e n o t h a d m u c h c o n t a c t w i t h e a c h
o t h e r . T h e o r g a n i z a t i o n t a k e s f e w p o l i t i c a l p o s i t i o n s , b u t p l a n s t o
e n g a g e i n p r a c t i c a l e f f o r t s o f s o c i a l c o n c e r n . W h i l e t h e f o c u s i s
o b v i o u s l y o n w o m e n s ' c o n c e r n s , t h e g r o u p s t e e r s c l e a r o f e m b r a c i n g a
f e m i n i s t i d e n t i t y d u e t o t h e d i v e r s i t y o f i t s p a r t i c i p a n t s , a c c o r d i n g t o
Y v o n n e G r o s e i l , a l e a d e r o f t h e g r o u p . A c o n f e r e n c e i s p l a n n e d f o r M a y i n
N e w Y o r k . F o r m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n , w r i t e : B u d d h i s t W o m e n ' s N e t w o r k , 1 6 5 4
T h i r d A v e . , I P 2 , N e w Y o r k . N Y 1 0 1 2 8 . ( S o u r c e : B W N B r o c h u r e : I n t e r v i e w w i t h
Y v o n n e G r o s e i l )

3 ) W h i l e m o s t o f t h e m e d i a r e p o r t i n c r e a s i n g c o n fl i c t a n d b l o o d s h e d
b e t w e e n M u s l i m s a n d m i l i t a n t H i n d u s i n I n d i a , t h e r e a r e a l s o u n i q u e n e w
e f f o r t s a t i n t e r r e l i g i o u s c o o p e r a t i o n t a k i n g p l a c e . I n t h e I n d i a n c i t y o f
K a n p u r , t h e F r i e n d s C i r c l e , a g r o u p o f y o u n g H i n d u a n d M u s l i m
p r o f e s s i o n a l s , i s t r y i n g t o b u i l d b r i d g e s b e t w e e n t h e t w o g r o u p s . I n
B o m b a y , p e a c e b r i g a d e s o f M u s l i m s h a v e f o r m e d w h i c h p r o t e s t t h e
i n t e r r e l i g i o u s v i o l e n c e i n t h a t c i t y . H a r v a r d U n i v e r s i t y ' s D i a n a E c k s a y s
t h a t s u c h e f f o r t s t a k e p l a c e " i n o n e c i t y a f t e r a n o t h e r . W h a t i s
d e s c r i b e d a s s e c u l a r i s m [ i n I n d i a ' s p r e s s ] i s i n f a c t t h e e m e r g e n c e o f
i n t e r c o m m u n a 1 , i n t e r r e l i g i o u s H i n d u , M u s l i m a n d S i k h a c t i o n g r o u p s . "
( S o u r c e : H a r v a r d D i v i n i t y B u l l e t i n , V o l . 2 2 , W i l s o n Q u a r t e r l y ,
Au tumn)
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