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HOW MULTICULTURAL ARE THE CHURCHES? A CANADIAN CASE STUDY
A central question for all churches today is how to minister to people in
the midst of the growing cultural diversity in North America. The
question concerns a lot more than strategies of church growth; it touches
on matters of religious identity and gets tangled up with hot button
terms like "inclusiveness" and "multicultural ism" that are proving to be
increasingly divisive in many Christian denominations. A recent issue of
the United Church Observer. the magazine of the United Church of Canada,
illustrates some of the tensions and problems emerging as denominations
seek to attract diverse ethnic groups. The liberal United Church in the
past was considered Canada's national church, especially since it
reflected most of the nation's British background. In the last 10 years,
ifTunigration has changed the ethnic and religious complexion of Canada.
The United Church has been in the vanguard of welcoming these changes,
such as by including non-Western forms in worship services (for instance,
displaying black portrayals of Christ) and forging links with Muslims and
other new immigrant religious groups. But a cover story on . .. j.
multicultural ism in the September issue of the magazine suggests that the
church has yet to find success in attracting ethnic diversity.
Most of the new immigrants who have moved into the United Church have
tended to form their own congregations rather than join existing ones,
reports Larry Krotz. "The 50 or so ethnic congregations in the United
Church may well meet the needs of ethnic members, but don't necessarily
encourage multicultural ism," he adds. The denomination is trying to bring
the ethnic congregations into closer contact with the rest of the
denomination, but it is not easy. The new immigrant churches are often
much more conservative than the wider church, opposing such currents as
feminist theology and approval of homosexual clergy. Says one Hawaiian-
Japanese pastor, "The very fact that we're in the United Church makes it
hard to be evangelical." The article also acknowledges that non-United
Church evangelical congregations often do the most effective job at
integrating Christians from other cultures. Reginald Bibby, a sociologist
at the University of Lethbridge in Alberta,says that the new ethnic
pluralism poses serious challenges to mainline churches both in Canada
and the U.S. Bibby told RELIQION WATCH that like such groups as
German Mennonites and Baptists, the differences between the United Church
ethnics and the rest of the denomination "wi11 eventual 1y break down due
t o s e c u l a r i z a t i o n , e v e n i f t h e r e i s s o m e c o n fl i c t i n t h e p r o c e s s .

But that doesn't mean that the children of the new immigrants will
become pillars of the United Church; rather, they will likely join other
Canadians in taking an noninstitutional or pick-and-choose approach to
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t h e f a i t h . A n d w h a t a b o u t t h e a t t e m p t b y t h e U n i t e d C h u r c h a n d o t h e r
d e n o m i n a t i o n s t o a t t r a c t a m o r e d i v e r s e m e m b e r s h i p b y i n c l u d i n g m o r e
non-Western e lements in the i r se rv ices? "Symbo l i ca l l y i t may be fine , bu^^
i f t h e c h u r c h d o e s n o t a p p e a l t o t h e r e l i g i o u s m e m o r y o f a c u l t u r a l ^
g r o u p , t h e y w i l l n o t a t t a c t t h e m , " r e p l i e s B i b b y , w h o i s t h e a u t h o r o f
t h e r e c e n t b o o k o n C a n a d i a n r e l i g i o n , " U n k n o w n G o d s , " ( S t o d d a r t ,
T o r o n t o ) . M a n y n e w i m m i g r a n t s a r e a t t r a c t e d t o t h e e v a n g e l i c a l c h u r c h e s ,
e i t h e r b e c a u s e t h e y a p p e a l t o t h e i r " r e l i g i o u s m e m o r y " ( s i n c e t h e y c o m e
f r o m a s i m i l a r b a c k g r o u n d ) o r t h e y a r e d r a w n b y t h e s p i r i t u a l e m p h a s i s o f
s u c h c o n g r e g a t i o n s ; 1 4 p e r c e n t o f e v a n g e l i c a l c h u r c h m e m b e r s a r e f r o m n e w
e t h n i c g r o u p s c o m p a r e d t o a b o u t 2 p e r c e n t o f U n i t e d C h u r c h m e m b e r s ( 1
p e r c e n t f o r P r e s b y t e r i a n s ) . " W e ' r e fi n d i n g i t ' s e x t r e m e l y d i f fi c u l t f o r
r e l i g i o u s g r o u p s t o r e a c h o u t b e y o n d t h e i r h i s t o r i c a l b a s e . . . T h e c h u r c h e s
t h a t w i n o u t a p p e a l t o s p i r i t u a l n e e d s , " s a y s B i b b y . B u t m o s t U . S .
m a i n l i n e b o d i e s h a v e s o u g h t t o . e n c o u r a g e m u l t i c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t y b y a t o p - ^
d o w n a p p r o a c h - - u s u a l l y t h r o u g h r e s e r v i n g l e a d e r s h i p p o s i t i o n s f o r
m i n o r i t y g r o u p s . T h e U n i t e d C h u r c h o f C h r i s t r e c e n t l y m a d e a s t a t e m e n t
r e a f fi r m i n g i t s a f fi r m a t i v e a c t i o n p r o g r a m c a l l i n g a l l c o n g r e g a t i o n s a n d
c h u r c h g r o u p s t o e l e c t " s i g n i fi c a n t n u m b e r s o f p e r s o n s o f a l l r a c e s ,
e t h n i c i t i e s a n d c u l t u r e s t o p o l i c y - m a k i n g p o s i t i o n s . "

A m u l t i c u l t u r a l p r o g r a m c a l l i n g f o r s i m i l a r q u o t a s i n t h e E v a n g e l i c a l
L u t h e r a n C h u r c h i n A m e r i c a ( E L C A ) i s s h a r p l y d i v i d i n g t h e d e n o m i n a t i o n .
T h e F o r u m L e t t e r ( O c t o b e r 7 ) , a n i n d e p e n d e n t L u t h e r a n n e w s l e t t e r , s a y s
t h a t m u l t i c u l t u r a l i s m w a s t h e d o m i n a n t f o r c e a t t h e r e c e n t E L C A
c o n v e n t i o n , w i t h o n e s e r v i c e h o l d i n g a n A m e r i c a n I n d i a n c e r e m o n y k n o w n a s
" s m u d g i n g " ( s i m i l a r t o t h e u s e o f i n c e n s e ) . " A t l e a s t 8 0 p e r c e n t o f t h e
h y m n s a t t h e t w o f e s t i v a l s e r v i c e s w e r e i n a l a n g u a g e o t h e r t h a n E n g l i s h .
T h i s w h e n p r o b a b l y 9 9 . 9 9 9 p e r c e n t o f t h e d e l e g a t e s s p o k e E n g l i s h a s t h e i i ^ ^
fi r s t , i f n o t o n l y , l a n g u a g e . " O n e c h u r c h s t a f f p e r s o n s a i d w i t h m o c k
s e r i o u s n e s s , " T h e p l a n n e r s h a d t w o g u i d e l i n e s : 1 ) D o n o t h i n g t h a t m i g h t
b e f a m i l i a r t o t r a d i t i o n a l L u t h e r a n s , a n d 2 ) t h e r e b y i n t e r f e r e a s m u c h a s
p o s s i b l e w i t h w h a t e v e r n e e d s a v e r a g e L u t h e r a n s m a y h a v e t o s i n g , t o
p r a i s e a n d e x p r e s s t h e m s e l v e s a s L u t h e r a n s . " B i b b y s a y s t h a t a t t e m p t s t o
s e t q u o t a s i n l e a d e r s h i p p o s i t i o n s a n d o t h e r t o p - d o w n a p p r o a c h e s t o d r a w
i n m i n o r i t i e s , o r t o l i n k d i v e r s i t y w i t h s e x u a l o r i e n t a t i o n a n d o t h e r
c o n t r o v e r s i a l s o c i a l i s s u e s " m i g h t b e n o b l e , b u t t h e y a r e a l s o i n c r e d i b l y
n a i v e . . . T h e r e ' s a r e a l d a n g e r t h a t t h e r e ' s g o i n g t o b e e r o s i o n a n d
a l i e n a t i o n a m o n g t h e c h u r c h e s ' t r a d i t i o n a l b a s e i n s u c h a t t e m p t s . T h e
r e s u l t m a y b e , t h a t t h e s e c h u r c h e s w i l l n o t , r e c r u i t n e w m e m b e r s a n d n o t
k e e p t h e i r o l d o n e s . "

B i b b y k e e p s h i s a d v i c e s h o r t a n d s i m p l e f o r c o n g r e g a t i o n s s e e k i n g t o
r e a c h o u t t o d i v e r s e c o m m u n i t i e s : " T h e r e s h o u l d b e c u l t u r a l s e n s i t i v i t y
w i t h a r e e m p h a s i s o f s p i r i t u a l i t y . " W r i t i n g i n t h e C h r i s t i a n C e n t u r v
( O c t o b e r 2 7 ) , C a r l D u d l e y o f H a r t f o r d S e m i n a r y a l s o fi n d s c o n g r e g a t i o n s
t h a t a r e t h e m o s t v o c a l a b o u t d i v e r s i t y o f t e n d o n ' t m i r r o r s u c h a
q u a l i t y . " C h u r c h e s t h a t u n i t e p e o p l e a c r o s s c u l t u r a l b o u n d a r i e s c a n n a m e
t h e d e e p e r r e l i g i o u s s o u r c e o f t h e i r u n i t y . F o r S t . J o a n o f A r c C a t h o l i c
C h u r c h , i t s t h e l i t u r g y a n d t h e s a c r a m e n t a r o u n d w h i c h b l a c k a n d w h i t e
C h r i s t i a n s g a t h e r . . . F o r M i l l a r d U n i t e d C h u r c h o f C h r i s t i t ' s t h e p r i d e o f
c o m m u n i t y m i n i s t r y t h a t b r i n g s t o g e t h e r A n g l o , S l o v a k a n d M e x i c a n -
A m e r i c a n C h r i s t i a n s . I n t h e R o c k o f O u r S a l v a t i o n C h u r c h , i t ' s t y p i c a l l y
'just Jesus.' In each case the source of unity is the central expression^i^
o f t h e d e e p e s t r e l i g i o u s f a i t h . " ( U n i t e d C h u r c h O b s e r v e r , 8 4 P l e a s a n t
B l v d . , To r o n t o , O n t . , M 4 T 2 Z 8 C a n a d a ; F o r u m L e t t e r , P . O . B o x 3 2 7 , D e l h i ,
N Y 1 3 7 5 3 ; C h r i s t i a n C e n t u r y , 4 0 7 S . D e a r b o r n S t . , C h i c a g o , I L 6 0 6 0 5 )
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CONCERN FOR SPIRITUALITY WIDESPREAD ANONG EVANGELICALS
In the past two years, c lear ev idence of a "qu ie t revo lu t ion" focused on
a d e e p e r s p i r i t u a l l i f e h a s b e e n g r o w i n g a m o n g A m e r i c a n e v a n g e l i c a l s .

^ Known largely for their zeal in winning converts and and fostering'^ personal conduct based on bibl ical moral i ty, evangel icals now in large
n u m b e r s a r e e m p h a s i z i n g s u c h s p i r i t u a l d i s c i p l i n e s a s p r a y e r a n d
m e d i t a t i o n . T h e e v a n g e l i c a l C h r i s t i a n i t v To d a v m a g a z i n e ( N o v e m b e r 8 )
r e p o r t s t h a t m a n y s e e k e r s a r e t u r n i n g o u t f o r w e e k l y c o n g r e g a t i o n a l
p r a y e r m e e t i n g s , a t t e n d i n g s i l e n t o r r e fl e c t i v e w e e k e n d r e t r e a t s , r e a d i n g
s o m e o f t h e n e a r l y 2 , 0 0 0 t i t l e s o n p r a y e r a n d m e d i t a t i o n t h a t a r e n o w
a v a i l a b l e i n r e l i g i o u s b o o k s t o r e s , a n d p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n d e n o m i n a t i o n a l
p r a y e r p r o g r a m s o n a n a t i o n a l s c a l e . T h e S o u t h e r n B a p t i s t C o n v e n t i o n h a s
s i g n e d u p s o m e 2 , 1 0 0 c o n g r e g a t i o n s t o p r a y f o r a n a s s i g n e d h o u r e v e r y
w e e k f o r t h e d e n o m i n a t i o n ' s e v a n g e l i s t i c a n d m i s s i o n a r y e n t e r p r i s e s .

T h e U n i t e d M e t h o d i s t C h u r c h h a s l a u n c h e d a w e l l r e c e i v e d p r o g r a m o f
t r a i n i n g i n r e fl e c t i o n o n t h e m a j o r c l a s s i c w r i t i n g s o f C h r i s t i a n
s p i r i t u a l i t y . A n o t h e r i n s t a n c e o f t h e n e w a t t e n t i o n t o p r a y e r c a n b e
f o u n d i n t h e p o p u l a r F o c u s o n t h e F a m i l y p r o g r a m t h a t h a s s p o n s o r e d a
n a t i o n a l d a y o f p r a y e r f o r i t s s u p p o r t e r s a n d a t t r a c t e d " h u n d r e d s o f
t h o u s a n d s p a r t i c i p a t i n g , a t r i p l i n g o f r e s p o n s e f r o m p r e v i o u s y e a r s , "
a c c o r d i n g t o t h e m a g a z i n e . A n a l y s t s a r e n o t q u i t e s u r e w h a t h a s t r i g g e r e d
t h i s r e s p o n s e . I t i s n o t a t r a d i t i o n a l r e v i v a l , b u t i t a p p e a r s t o b e a
r e s p o n s e t o t h e 1 9 9 0 s e m p h a s i s o n i n w a r d c o n c e r n s r a t h e r t h a n s o c i a l
j u s t i c e i s s u e s . F u r t h e r m o r e , i t s n o n - d e n o m i n a t i o n a l , p a r a c h u r c h e m p h a s i s
a t t r a c t s m a n y n o t i n t e r e s t e d i n i s s u e s u n i q u e t o s p e c i fi c c h u r c h b o d i e s .
W i t h o u t a r e c o g n i z e d n a t i o n a l l e a d e r o r s i n g l e g e o g r a p h i c a l c e n t e r , t h e
n e w m o v e m e n t m a y r e m a i n h a r d t o d e fi n e , b u t o b s e r v e r s a r e c o n v i n c e d i t i s
o n t h e c u t t i n g e d g e o f w h e r e A m e r i c a n r e l i g i o u s l i f e i s h e a d e d i n t h i s
d e c a d e . ( C h r i s t i a n i t y To d a y, 4 6 5 G u n d e r s e n D r . , C a r o l S t r e a m , I L 6 0 1 8 7 ) —
B y E r l i n g J o r s t a H , R W c o n t r i b u t i n g e d i t o r a n d p r o f e s s o r o f H i s t o r y a t S t .
O l a f C o l l e g e , N o r t h fi e l d , M i n n .

QUASI-DENOMINATIONAL NETWORKS COVER RELIGIOUS SPECTRUM
L a s t i s s u e R W r e p o r t e d o n t h e g r o w t h o f n e t w o r k s t h a t a r e s a i d t o b e
t a k i n g o v e r s o m e t r a d i t i o n a l d e n o m i n a t i o n a l f u n c t i o n s ( s u c h a s
t h e o l o g i c a l e d u c a t i o n a n d m i s s i o n s w o r k ) w h i l e s e r v i n g c o n g r e g a t i o n s b o t h
w i t h i n a n d o u t s i d e o f t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e d e n o m i n a t i o n s , s u c h a s t h o s e
a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e S o u t h e r n B a p t i s t C o n v e n t i o n . T h e f o r m a t i o n o f a
s i m i l a r n e t w o r k a m o n g e v a n g e l i c a l s i n t h e l i b e r a l U n i t e d C h u r c h o f C h r i s t
s u g g e s t s t h i s d e v e l o p m e n t i s t a k i n g p l a c e a c r o s s t h e d e n o m i n a t i o n a l
s p e c t r u m . U n i t e d C h u r c h N e w s ( N o v e m b e r ) , t h e n e w s p a p e r o f t h e U C C ,
r e p o r t s t h a t t h e f o r m a t i o n o f t h e R e n e w a l F e l l o w s h i p i s d i f f e r e n t f r o m
o t h e r c o n s e r v a t i v e c a u c u s e s t h a t a r e r o o t e d i n t h e d e n o m i n a t i o n b e c a u s e
i t i s " t r a n s d e n o m i n a t i o n a l . " O r g a n i z e r A r m a n d W e l l e r s a y s t h e n e t w o r k
w a n t s t o m a i n t a i n c o n t a c t n o t o n l y w i t h c o n s e r v a t i v e U C C m e m b e r s , b u t
a l s o w i t h t h o s e w h o h a v e l e f t t h e d e n o m i n a t i o n a n d l i k e - m i n d e d p e o p l e
f r o m o t h e r f a i t h g r o u p s . " W h a t w e a r e s e e i n g i s p e o p l e a r e l e s s c o n c e r n e d
a b o u t d e n o m i n a t i o n a l a f fi l i a t i o n s . . . , " W e l l e r s a y s . A l r e a d y , t h e n e t w o r k
i s c o m m u n i c a t i n g w i t h P r e s b y t e r i a n s , E p i s c o p a l i a n s a n d t h e C o n s e r v a t i v e
C o n g r e g a t i o n a l C h r i s t i a n C h u r c h e s . ( U n i t e d C h u r c h N e w s , 7 0 0 P r o s p e c t
A v e . , C l e v e l a n d , O H 4 4 1 1 5 - 1 1 0 0 )
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HOMOSEXUAL ISSUES ARRIVE ON EVANGELICAL CAMPUSES WITH A BANG
Evangelical campuses across the country are experiencing sharp and often
acr imonious controversy is erupt ing over the moral issue of homosexual i ty
as a leg i t imate Chr is t ian l i fes ty le . A t such lead ing co l leges as Wheaton
( I l l i no i s ) , Ca lv in (M ich igan) , Gordon (Massachuse t t s ) , and Eas te rn
(Pennsy l van ia ) , s tuden ts , f acu l t y, and admin i s t ra t i on a re coming face - to -
face wi th the c la ims by some students that thei r sexual preference is
compatible with conservative Christianity and should be recognized,
accord ing to a repor t in the evange l ica l Chr is t ian i ty Today magaz ine
(November 22) . In a s i tua t ion c lose ly para l le l ing tha t o f many
evangelical and mainline denominations, the leadership and faculty of
schools are in harmony in the v iew that the homosexual l i festy le is not
compatible with traditional moral behavior. But some faculty claim the
issue shou ld be deba ted pub l i c l y ; o the rs , i nc lud ing admin is t ra t i on , wan t
t o c l o s e t h e d e b a t e a s q u i c k l y a s p o s s i b l e . I t i s n o t k n o w n h o w m a n y
s t u d e n t s w h o a r e h o m o s e x u a l a r e r e m a i n i n g s i l e n t d u r i n g t h e
c o n f r o n t a t i o n s . W h a t i s k n o w n i s t h a t t h r o u g h p u b l i c f o r u m s , c a m p u s
newspaper articles, and classroom discussions, the degree of anger and
d issen t i s esca la t i ng . To da te , no evange l i ca l co l l ege admin i s t ra t i on has
acknowledged the right of gay/lesbian students to claim peer approval of
t h e i r p r e f e r e n c e s . — B y E r l i n g J o r s t a d .

AFRICAN RELIGION FINDING FOLLOWING IN AMERICA
" T h e U n i t e d S t a t e s i s n o w e x p e r i e n c i n g a r e n a i s s a n c e o f A f r i c a n
religions, and interest in the religion of the Yoruba people of West
Africa is growing as quickly as any," according to the Utne Reader
(November/December), a digest of the alternative press. The Yoruba
religion originated in what is now southern Nigeria, Benin and Togo, and
teaches that God is a gender less " l i fe force," and that there are lesser
dei t ies which embody and mediate aspects of th is force to bel ievers.
Fo l lowers make offer ings to such de i t ies and a lso venerate the i r
ancestors . Jacob Olupona of the Univers i ty o f Cal i forn ia a t Dav is says
th is in terest in Yoruba re l ig ion began about 10 years ago, but in the
last two years has spread throughout the U.S. and is now embraced by non-
b lacks as we l l as b l acks . The i n t e res t i n t he re l i g i on i s espec ia l l y
found among black professionals "seeking deeper meaning than they can
find in career success in the wh i te wor ld or the adopted re l ig ions o f
Christianity, Judaism and Islam," according to the magazine.

Aspects of the Yoruba religion are found in such growing Latin American-
and Carr ibean-der ived re l ig ions as Santer ia, Voodoo, Candobie, and
U m b a n d a . B u t Yo r u b a f o l l o w e r s i n t e n t i o n a l l y r e j e c t t h e s e r e l i g i o u s f o r m s
as accomodat ions to s lavery (most were star ted by Afr icans in s lavery)
a n d " w i s h t o r e s t o r e t o t h e Yo r u b a r e l i g i o n i t s o r i g i n a l d e p t h a n d
complexity." The religion, which has the strongest presence in the New
York area, is also increasingly appearing in media coverage and
d iscuss ions on wor ld re l i g i ons . O lupona o f t he Un ive rs i t y o f Ca l i f o rn ia
says that the growth of Yoruba spirituality is something different than
t h e u s e o f a n e t h n i c r e l i g i o n t o s t r e n g t h e n b l a c k i d e n t i t y , a n d s u g g e s t s
that i t wi l l cont inue to spread beyond the b lack communi ty. (Utne Reader,
1 6 2 4 H a r m o n P l a c e , S u i t e 3 3 0 , M i n n e a p o l i s , M N 5 5 4 0 3 ) ^
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CURRENT RESEARCH RECENT FINDINGS ON RELIGIOUS BEHAVIOR AND ATTITUDES
* P e n t e c o s t a l C h r i s t i a n s h a v e a t h r e e t i m e s h i g h e r r a t e o f m a j o r
depression than adherents of other religious groups, according to a study
by researchers at Vanderbilt University. The study, conducted during a
six month period on 2,850 North Carolina residents, finds that "serious
depression" occurred among Pentecostals at a rate of 5.4 percent,
compared with 1.7 percent for the entire survey group. The survey group
i n c l u d e d m a i n l i n e P r o t e s t a n t s , n o n - P e n t e c o s t a l e v a n g e l i c a l s , R o m a n
Catholics, Muslims, Unitarians, Jews, and Greek Orthodox Christians.
Areopagus magazine (Tr in i ty issue) repor ts that the researchers suggest
that Pentecostal ism may draw those who are already depressed because of
its emphasis on spiritual and physical healing, it is also argued that
the i n te rna l suppo r t p rov ided by t he f a i t h " s imu l t aneous l y i so la tes
members f rom the broader cu1ture . . . fos te r ing fee l ings o f soc ia l i so la t ion
and power 1essness." (Areopagus, Tao Fong Shan Christian Centre, P,0. Box
33, Shatin, N.T., Hong Kong)
* A sizable majority of Episcopalians believe that one can be a sexually
ac t i ve homosexua l wh i l e s t i l l be ing a f a i t h fu l Ch r i s t i an , acco rd ing t o a
recent survey. Seventy percent of the nearly 20,000 Episcopalians
surveyed said that committed Christians can be sexually active gays and
lesbians, while three-quarters said a faithful Christian can live with
someone of the opposite sex without being married, according to a report
in the Christ ian Century magazine (November 3). I t should be noted that
the participants in the survey, which was conducted by a committee of the
Episcopal bishops, did not constitute a representative sample of
Episcopalians, but rather a poll taken during parish discussions of the
denomination's statements on sexuality. But it is noted that it is one of
the largest survey of church members, covering 75 of the church s 96
dioceses. The findings will aid the bishops in preparing an upcoming
pastoral letter on sexuali ty, according to the report.
* The number of church-state conflicts in the U.S. rose to an all-time
high of 247 incidents in 50 states in 1992-93, according to a recent
study by Americans United for the Separation of Church and State. Church
& State (November), the magazine of the strict church-state separatiomst
Americans United, reports that this year's number of conflicts was a
substantial increase over that of last year's total of 196 in 48 states.
The survey breaks down these conflicts into four categories: Religion in
the schools: 111 incidents in 38 states; Public funding of religious
groups: 47 incidents in 28 states; Disputes about the free exercise of
religion: 46 incidents in 31 states; and state endorsement of religion:
43 inc idents in 30 s ta tes . Mich igan led the nat ion w i th 14 inc idents ,
followed by California with 13 and Texas with 12. The sharp increase in
problems related to religion in the public schools may be due to the
legal activism of the American Center for Law and Justice, a new
organization started by Pat Robertson, according to Americans United
official Rob Boston. (Church & State, 8120 Fenton St., Silver Spring, MD
2 0 9 1 0 )

* A recent study by a Marquette University communications professor shows
that the bes t known te lev is ion ta lk shows are increas ing the i r
endorsement of unconventional lifestyles and are becoming increasingly

^ defensive against critics who find such programming hostile to Judeo-
Christian morality. Professor Helen Stark of the Wisconsin-based
university bases her research findings on the content of several weeks of
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Oprah Winfrey and Phil Donahue programs. As summarized in an article in
the Nat iona l Chr is t ian Repor ter (October 15) , S tark notes an overa l l
favorable portrayal by the hosts of sexual deviation, certain acts of
violence, and alternative forms of conception. At the same time, when
audience members cr i t ic ize such endorsements, the hosts of ten r id icu le
them, as Donahue did in calling one critic a "jerk," and "Reverend Pooh-
Bah. " Win f rey f requent l y uses sarcasm or r id i cu le to s i lence d issen te rs .
Stark concludes that so long as these programs continue to bring in huge
r e v e n u e s t o t h e n e t w o r k s , t h e s i t u a t i o n i s n o t l i k e l y t o c h a n g e .
(National Christian Reporter, P.O. Box 222198)-- By Erling Jorstad.
* A recent poll shows a growing liberalization on religious and social
issues among people in I re land. An opin ion survey publ ished in the I r ish
T i m e s f o u n d t h a t m o s t o f t h e 1 , 0 0 0 i n d i v i d u a l s q u e s t i o n e d f a v o r
lega l i z ing d ivo rce and a l low ing p r ies ts to mar ry. The Na t iona l Ca tho l i c
Reqis ter (October 24) repor ts that the survey found that 64 percent o f
respondents were wi l l ing to vote for the removal o f I re land 's ban on
d ivo rce . S ix t y -n ine pe rcen t sa id they be l i eve tha t p r ies ts shou ld be
a l l o w e d t o m a r r y. S e v e n t y - o n e p e r c e n t s a i d w o m e n s h o u l d h a v e a c c e s s t o
informat ion on abort ion, and 41 percent of those said the law should
permi t abor t ion in c i rumstances where there was any threat to the l i fe o f
the mother. " (Na t iona l Ca tho l i c Reg is te r, 15760 Ven tu ra B lvd . , Su i te
1201, Enc ino , OA 91426-3001)

* Sweden, long seen as the most secular ized of nat ions, is exper iencing
modest re l ig ious st i r r ings, accord ing to a recent Church of Sweden
s u r v e y. T h e C h r i s t i a n C e n t u r y m a g a z i n e ( N o v e m b e r 3 ) c i t e s t h e s u r v e y a s
finding that 47 percent of the Swedish populat ion now say they bel ieve in
G o d o r a " h i g h e r a u t h o r i t y . " T h a t fi g u r e i s u p f r o m 3 6 p e r c e n t s e v e n
years ago . The Church o f Sweden has embarked on a ma jo r i n fo rmat ion
c a m p a i g n t h a t i n c l u d e s i s s u i n g a p o c k e t b o o k e x p l a i n i n g t h e C h r i s t i a n
f a i t h i n a m o d e r n c o n t e x t . T h e b o o k h a s b e e n d i s t r i b u t e d t o 3 m i l l i o n
h o u s e h o l d s . O n e c h u r c h o f fi c i a l a l s o r e p o r t s i n c r e a s e d i n t e r e s t i n
" s p i r i t u a l m a t t e r s . "

NEW RESPECT FOR RELIGION IN THE NETHERLANDS
Like Sweden ( see above i t em) , t he Ne the r l ands has been v iewed as a
b a s t i o n o f s e c u l a r i z a t i o n , w i t h s t e e p d e c l i n e s i n c h u r c h m e m b e r s h i p a n d
t o l e r a n c e o f u n c o n v e n t i o n a l l i f e s t y l e s a n d v a l u e s . B u t a c o v e r s t o r y i n
t h e c o n s e r v a t i v e C h r i s t i a n n e w s w e e k l y W o r 1 d ( N o v e m b e r 2 0 ) r e p o r t s t h a t
t h e r e a r e " s i g n s o f a t u r n a r o u n d . " T h e n e w r e s p e c t f o r r e l i g i o n i s e v e n
s e e n i n p o l i t i c s . T h e C h r i s t i a n D e m o c r a t i c A p p e a l ( f o u n d e d b y 1 9 t h
c e n t u r y D u t c h C a l v i n i s t s o c i a l t h i n k e r A b r a h a m K u y p e r ) i s fi n d i n g a
g r o w i n g f o l l o w i n g i n i t s a t t e m p t t o r e n e w i t s r e l i g i o u s r o o t s . T h e p a r t y ,
w h i c h n o w h a s m o r e s e a t s i n p a r l i a m e n t t h a n a n y o t h e r , r e c e n t l y t u r n e d
d o w n o v e r t u r e s t o u n d e r c u t t h e r e l i g i o u s n a t u r e o f i t s h i s t o r i c
p r i n c i p l e s ( w h i c h s t a t e s t h a t i t s s o u r c e i s t h e " G o o d N e w s t h a t G o d h a s
revealed to mankind in the Gospel," and that its political creed "is^
e s t a b l i s h e d i n d i a l o g u e w i t h t h e B i b l e . " ) . T h e o B r i n k e l o f t h e p a r t y ' s
I n s t i t u t e f o r P o l i c y R e s e a r c h a n d P l a n n i n g t o l d t h e m a g a z i n e t h a t a f t e r
t h e r e l a t i v i s m o f t h e l a s t c o u p l e o f d e c a d e s , " r e s e a r c h i s s h o w i n g t h a t
e s p o u s i n g C h r i s t i a n p r i n c i p l e s a t t r a c t s p o l i t i c a l s u p p o r t . "

A n o t h e r s i g n o f r e l i g i o u s r e n e w a l i s t h e g r o w i n g s u p p o r t f o r E O , t h e
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evangelical radio and television broadcasting system. When EO, which nowhas more members than the oldline churches, network, ran a campaign for
^ members about a year ago, i ts number of supporters jumped from about330,000 to 550,000, reports Arthur Matthews. The other broadcasting

systems--which were started as voices for Catholic, labor unions, andsecular humanist--have so broadened their approaches that EO is the only
one left with a real identity based on a worldview, according to a
religious broadcaster. For all the growing influence of evangelicals,Dutch church attendance is still declining (20 percent of the population
attended 10 years ago, and now the figure is in the single digits). But
some see the beginnings of a return to the churches by baby boomers and
younger genera t ions , par t i cu la r l y to evange l i ca l congrega t ions . There has
also been an increase in missionaries sent from the Nether 1ands--from 225
a decade ago to about 1,000 today. The rate of distr ibut ion and sales of
Christian literature and the Bible is now about three times as high as it
was in the 1950s. (World, P.O. Box 2330, Ashevil le, NO 28802)

THE HORMON 7RIBE' EHERGING IN THE GLOBAL MARKETPLACE
Joel Kotkin, author of the recent book "Tribes: How Race, Religion and
Identity Determine Success in the New Global Economy," says Mormons are
f a r m o r e t h a n a r e l i g i o n ; t h e y m a k e u p a n e w k i n d o f n o n - e t h n i c " t r i b e "
t ha t i s "we l1 -pos i t i oned i n t he g loba l marke tp lace . " I n an i n te rv i ew i n
Sunstone (November), the independent Mormon magazine, Kotkin says that
such ethnic groups as the Jews, Chinese and Indians act as increasingly
influen t i a l " t r i bes " t ha t p rospe r a round the wor ld by mee t ing th ree
conditions: they take advantage of their international connections; they
have a tradi t ion of sel f -help and a sense of uniqueness; and they are
i n t e r e s t e d i n t e c h n o l o g y a n d g a t h e r i n g i n f o r m a t i o n . T h e M o r m o n s a r e
s im i la r l y famous fo r " tak ing care o f the i r own; " a re h igh p laced in the
t e c h n o l o g i c a l w o r l d ; a n d h a v e e x p a n d e d a r o u n d t h e w o r l d . K o t k i n w r i t e s
that Mormonism is "expanding at the time when English is becoming a
global language, when there is global technology, and it has a strong lay
p r e s e n c e . " H e a d d s t h a t t h e " C a l v i n i s t v a l u e s " o f t h e f a i t h w i l l b e c o m e
" e x t r a o r d i n a r i 1 y u s e f u l " i n L a t i n A m e r i c a a s i t i n d u s t r i a l i z e s , a n d t h a t
there is a "great oppor tun i ty for Mormons in the Confuc ian countr ies ,
because the Confucian values and the values of Mormonism are extremely
s i m i 1 a r . "

B o t h M o r m o n i s m a n d C o n f u c i a n v a l u e s " a r e f a m i l y o r i e n t e d ; t h e r e ' s a n
i n t e r l o c k b e t w e e n t h e C h i n e s e w o r s h i p o f a n c e s t o r s a n d M o r m o n
g e n e o l o g i c a l w o r k . B u t a g a i n , t h e r e h a s t o b e m a r k e t d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n o f
M o r m o n i s m f r o m o t h e r W e s t e r n C h r i s t i a n f a i t h s . . . I f i t t r i e s t o b e a n o t h e r
fundamental ist sect or another washed-out WASP sect, i t can' t compete."
Kotk in no tes tha t Mormons, un l ike the o ther e thn ic t r ibes , tend to
p e r m e a t e m a i n s t r e a m i n s t i t u t i o n s m o r e t h a n c r e a t e t h e i r o w n e c o n o m i c
i n s t i t u t i o n s , w h i c h c a n d i l u t e i d e n t i t y . M o r m o n s h a v e b e e n v i e w e d a s a
sort of ethnic group because of a common ethnic background and regional
base. But now, " they ' re breaking the ground for a new non-rac ia l , k ind of
global economic tr ibe. For example, environmentalists may become an eco
o r g r e e n t r i b e , p e o p l e w h o a r e u n i t e d b y t h e i r c o m m o n e c o l o g i c a l s e n s e .
I n m a n y w a y s , e c o l o g i s t s i n C a l i f o r n i a , D e n m a r k , a n d J a p a n h a v e a l o t
more in common with each other than with people in their own country--
t h e y r e a d t h e s a m e b o o k s , f u n d t h e s a m e c h a r i t i e s , h a v e t h e s a m e
ho 1 idays . . .Bu t Mormons a re l ead ing the way. " (Suns tone , 331 Sou th R io
G r a n d e S t . , S u i t e 2 0 6 , S a l t L a k e C i t y, U T 8 4 1 0 1 - 11 3 6 ) -
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W O R L D N O T E S _
* The Yazidi, a small religion based in Iraq, is rapidly losing members
due to continuing conflict between Saddam Hussein and nomadic Kurds, and
because of secularization among the younger generations, according to
Areopagus (Trinity issue), a Hong Kong-based interfaith magazine. Yazidis
are said to believe Satan is actively evil, while God is passive1y good.
By putting their faith in Satan, the group believes they can use his
power to their own advantage. To ward off any ill effects, Yazidis
worship an entity they consider Satan's representative, known as the
Peacock Angel. Because of the conflict in Iraq, some 150,000 Yazidi
worshippers living in the Baghdad-controlled regions no longer have
access to the i r anc ient shr ine in nor thern I raq. "The I raq is have now
t a k e n m o s t o f o u r o l d e r b e l i e v e o a r e n o l o n g e r a l l o w e d t o c o m e
worship," says one follower. Ur out 30 years ago, the Yazidi faith
was kept alive by priests and e - who passed on religious knowledge
by word of mouth. But the magaz ys that * ...youth distracted by
t e l e v i s i o n a n d o t h e r m o d e r n d i \ - s , l o s t i n t e r e s t i n l i s t e n i n g t o
l o n g d i s c o u r s e s . "

* The lay Buddhist movement Soka Gakkai is said to be exercising
increasing political influence in Japan, according to the Far—Eastern
Economic Review (November 4). Japan's mass media has been recently
alleging that Daisaku Ikeda, the honorary chairman of the large and
controversial Buddhist group, has been wielding power over the leaders of
the Japan Renewal Party, a 60-member group which started a series of
radical changes in the political scene when it defected from the former^
ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) in June. At the same time, Ikeda
being accused of linking Soka Gakkai with the Komei (clean government)
party, which he started in the early 1960s. "What is stake, according to
some political analysts, is the emergence of a new conservative party,
operating under strong religious influence, which could play a crucial
balancing role in future non-LDP coalitions," reports the magazine. Soka
Gakkai in Japan has been accused of using "strong arm" methods in
recruitng and keeping adherents. (Far Eastern Economic Review, 181-185
G l o u c e s t e r R d . , C e n t r e P o i n t , H o n g K o n g )
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