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T W I N T O W E R B O M B I N G , W A C O , A N D T H E P O P E I N D E N V E R — B E Y O N D T H E H E A D L I N E S

I n 1 9 9 3 n e w s o f a r e l i g i o u s n a t u r e o f t e n m a d e t h e h e a d l i n e s — t h e
d e s t r u c t i o n o f t h e B r a n c h D a v i d i a n s a t W a c o ; t h e r a d i c a l M u s l i m t e r r o r i s t
bombing at the World Trade Center; the Papal visit to Denver; the peace
a c c o r d b e t w e e n t h e P a l e s t i n e L i b e r a t i o n O r g a n i z a t i o n a n d I s r a e l ; a n d t h e
resul t ing recogni t ion of Is rae l by the Vat ican. These news events and
o thers e i ther ca r r ied re l ig ious t rends tha t have been tak ing shape fo r
s e v e r a l y e a r s o r s i g n a l e d d e v e l o p m e n t s t h a t a r e j u s t b e g i n n i n g t o u n f o l d .
As in prev ious years, th is rev iew of re l ig ion in 1993 and prev iew of
upcoming t rends w i l l c i t e i ssues o f REL IGION WATCH where these
deve lopments . Th is year, however, we w i l l a lso c i te o ther pub l i ca t ions
a n d s o u r c e s o f i n f o r m a t i o n .

1) The visit of Pope John Paul II to Denver stood out from other papal
visi ts mostly because of the size and enthusiasm of his young audience—

/^^he same generation often reported to be disenchanted with Catholic
ceachings, and espec ia l ly w i th the author i ty o f the pope. Whi le the
crowds at Denver may not be representat ive of the views of the majori ty
o f "baby bus te r " Catho l i cs , the event d id show the s t i r r ings o f a s izab le
Christ ian youth movement. At roughly the same t ime, there were reports of
evange l ica l you ths pro tes t ing aga ins t bann ing prayers a t pub l ic schoo l
graduat ions and organiz ing prayer meet ings and Bib le c lubs in schools.
G r o u p s o f e v a n g e l i c a l a n d C a t h o l i c y o u t h h a v e s i n c e j o i n e d t o g e t h e r i n
taking pledges of sexual abst inence unt i l marr iage [see January 1 New
York Times1. Of ten th is uncoord inated movement—especia l ly in i ts
evangel ical expression—views i tsel f as a new type of "Jesus movement,"

—this time taking on an "establishment" (usually older baby boomers) they
s e e a s p r o m o t i n g s e c u l a r i s m a n d t h e w r o n g k i n d s o f s e x e d u c a t i o n . ( S e e
November RW)

2) Las t year 's cour t cases on church-s ta te separa t ion and re l ig ious
f r e e d o m s u g g e s t a c h a n g i n g l e g a l l a n d s c a p e o n s u c h i s s u e s . S t r i c t c h u r c h -
s ta te sepa ra t i on i s t s c r i t i c i zed two impor tan t Sup reme Cour t ru l i ngs tha t
p e r m i t t e d r e l i g i o u s g r o u p s t o u s e p u b l i c s c h o o l f a c i l i t i e s a f t e r s c h o o l
h o u r s a n d a l l o w e d p u b l i c f u n d s t o b e u s e d t o h i r e a t u t o r f o r a d e a f
s tudent in a Catho l ic schoo l . Church-s ta te watchers are c lose ly
monitor ing a case due before the Court that centers on creat ing a publ ic
school for a Hasid ic Jewish students. But most re l ig ious f reedom
advocates ha i led a dec is ion ru l ing that an Af ro-Cuban re l ig ious group
prac t i c ing an ima l sac r i fices cou ld no t be p roh ib i ted f rom do ing so ; the

^^•p l ing was sa id to a l low minor i ty re l ig ions greater f reedom. The pass ing>f the Religious Freedom Restoration Act by Congress was also applauded
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b y a u n i q u e l y d i v e r s e c o a l i t i o n o f r e l i g i o u s a n d c i v i l r i g h t s a c t i v i s t s
f o r g i v i n g g r e a t e r g o v e r n m e n t s u p p o r t t o r e l i g i o u s f r e e d o m . ( S e p t e m b e r
RW)

3) Both the destruction of the Branch Davidian compound in Waco, Texas
and the bombing of the World Trade Center by terrorists associated with a
r a d i c a l b r a n d o f I s l a m b r o u g h t A m e r i c a n a t t e n t i o n t o t h e r e l a t i o n o f
re l ig ion and v io lence. Rather than becoming c learer, most o f the fac tors
beh ind the a t tacks and apparen t mass su i c ides i n Waco have become
increasingly shrouded in mystery. Whatever the actual c i rcumstances, the
inc iden t has h igh l i gh ted the d i f ficu l t i es the government and pub l i c have
in dealing with little-known religious groups— and many are now asking
i f the government should be in the business of deal ing wi th them at a l l .
I n t h e w a k e o f t h e W o r l d Tr a d e C e n t e r b o m b i n g , i t w a s r e p o r t e d t h a t
" rad i ca l " I s l am ic g roups have become the l eade rs i n t e r ro r i s t ac t i v i t y.
F o r t h i s r e a s o n t h e F B I i s f o c u s i n g i t s a n t i - t e r r o r i s t i n v e s t i g a t i o n s o n
such groups— another issue likely to become enmeshed with religious
f r e e d o m c o n c e r n s . ( A p r i l , - O c t o b e r R W ) ^

4) The New Christian Right bounced back in 1993. The election results
f r o m l a s t N o v e m b e r s h o w e d t h a t C h r i s t i a n R i g h t - b a s e d c a n d i d a t e s a r e
e lec tab le and the i r s t rong mora l pos i t i ons a re no t de t r imen ta l to the
Republ ican Party. This was seen in the near-win of Michael Farr is, who
r a n a s t h e G O P c a n d i d a t e f o r L i e u t e n a n t G o v e r n o r o f V i r g i n i a . F a r r i s
rece ived 46 percent o f the to ta l vo te , and h is p la t fo rm inc luded
conse rva t i ve pos i t i ons on abo r t i on , an t i - gay l eg i s l a t i on , and vouche rs
for private schools. The Christ ian Coali t ion, the conservative act ivist
group founded by Pat Robertson, broadened its agenda last year to include
such issues as crime, education and taxes, as well as reach out to non-
evange l i ca l s and m ino r i t i es . Th i s has c l ea r l y d i v i ded the Ch r i s t i an
Right, as some of the more hardline activists have charged the Christian
Coal i t ion (and Pat Robertson) with water ing down i ts agenda.
N e v e r t h e l e s s , a r e c e n t g a t h e r i n g o f j o u r n a l i s t s , a c t i v i s t s a n d s c h o l a r s
at the Ethics and Publ ic Pol icy Center in Washington discussed the future
of the religious right and concluded that the movement is gaining
organizat ional and promot ional savvy, and wi l l cont inue to make
impress i ve s t r i des w i t h i n GOP c i r c l es by ma in ta in i ng i t s l oya l t y t o i t s
soc ia l agenda , such as p ro - l i f e and an t i -gay leg is la t ion concerns .
( S e p t e m b e r RW )

5) Last year also showed that the concern for moral issues and family
va lues was no t concen t ra ted i n the Repub l i can / re l i g ious r i gh t o rb i t .
Hillary Clinton's emphasis on a "politics of meaning" found resonance in
moderate and liberal religious circles. The First Lady placed an emphasis
on personal responsib i l i ty and voluntary act ion that removed much of her
message f rom a t rad i t ional secular l ibera l mindset . The broad appeal o f
Yale Law School professor Stephen Carter 's book, "The Culture of
D isbe l ie f "—pub l ic ly recommended by B i l l C l in ton— which decr ied the
effort to strip polit ics from moral and religious values, along with a
recent greater emphasis on fami ly values by President Cl inton suggests
t h a t t h e b a t t l e l i n e s i n t h e m u c h t a l k e d a b o u t " c u l t u r e w a r " a r e
n o t a l w a y s c l e a r l y d r a w n , ( J u n e RW )

6) The peace accord between the Palestine Liberation Organization and
Is rae l and i t s impac t on re l ig ion can be in te rpre ted f rom var ious
angles. Several observers of American Judaism have forecasted that major '
c h a n g e s m a y b e a h e a d f o r J e w i s h c o m m u n i t i e s o u t s i d e o f I s r a e l . I n
Commonweal magazine (November 19) Norman Cantor writes that the agreement
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represent the end of Zionism, a major component of identi ty for many
J e w s . W i t h t h e t h r e a t o f t h e A r a b s r e m o v e d f r o m I s r a e l , t h e m o r a l a n d
fisca l suppor t p rov ided by D iaspora (espec ia l l y Amer ican) Jews wi l l no

/^longer be needed. Thus, with Jewsish identity no longer driven by
Z i o n i s m , D i a s p o r a J e w s w i l l " m o v e t o r e c r e a t e a J e w i s h c o n s c i o u s n e s s
b a s e d n o w o n r e l i g i o u s a n d c u l t u r a l t h r u s t s f r o m w i t h i n t h e i r o w n
commun i t i es . " Can to r p red i c t s t ha t i n t he fu tu re the re w i l l be g rea te r
Jewish invo lvement w i th o ther Chr is t ians . The Vat ican recogn i t ion o f
Is rae l in la te December a lso suggests that Catho l ic -Jewish cooperat ion
w i l l i n t e n s i f y i n t h e f u t u r e .

M e a n w h i l e , t h e p r o s p e c t o f p e a c e b e t w e e n A r a b s a n d J e w s i n I s r a e l h a s
m a d e t h e C h r i s t i a n " p r o p h e s y e x p e r t s " [ w h o h a v e t a u g h t t h a t a m a j o r w a r
is pending between Israel and the Arab nat ions] more caut ious, according
t o t h e C h r i s t i a n - b a s e d I n s i d e I s r a e l n e w s l e t t e r ( V o l u m e 1 3 N o . 11 ) . " I t
s e e m s t h a t t h e e v e n t s o f t h e p a s t t w o t o t h r e e y e a r s h a v e t a u g h t t h e m
s o m e t h i n g . M a n y b o o k s t h a t t h r e e y e a r s a g o w e r e b e s t s e l l e r s , h a v e b e e n
d u m p e d f o r o b v i o u s r e a s o n s . . . O t h e r s a r e d e c l a r i n g t h a t t h i s i s t h e
beginn ing o f the seven year per iod wi th the firs t three and one ha l f
years being one of peace and then comes the great t r ibu lat ion." —Erl ing
J o r s t a d c o n t r i b u t e d t o t h i s r e v i e w . J o r s t a d , p r o f e s s s o r o f H i s t o r y a t S t .
O l a f C o l l e g e , p a r t i c i p a t e d i n t h e W a s h i n g t o n c o n f e r e n c e o n t h e f u t u r e o f
t h e r e l i g i o u s r i g h t .

B L A C K C H U R C H E S T A K I N G U P E N T R E P R E N E U R I A L R O L E

Economic deve lopment has become a top ic o f concern among many re l i g ious
g r o u p s a n d m o v e m e n t s , b u t n o w h e r e i s s u c h a c t i v i t y m o r e e v i d e n t t h a n i n

(^*black churches. Community development has been the subject of social
s t a t e m e n t s , r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s a n d s o c i o l o g i c a l f o r e c a s t s , b u t o n l y r e c e n t l y
h a v e s u c h p l a n s b e e n t r a n s l a t e d i n t o w o r k a b l e m o d e l s . T h e D e c e m b e r i s s u e
o f B l a c k E n t e r p r i s e m a g a z i n e r e p o r t s o n t h e g r o w t h o f c h u r c h - l e d
c o m m u n i t y d e v e l o p m e n t p r o j e c t s i n b o t h r u r a l a n d u r b a n b l a c k c h u r c h e s
a c r o s s t h e c o u n t r y. T h e H a r t f o r d M e m o r i a l B a p t i s t C h u r c h t r a n s f o r m e d a n
a b a n d o n e d p l o t i n D e t r o i t i n t o a c o m p l e x t h a t w i l l i n c l u d e a r e s t a u r a n t ,
s u p e r m a r k e t , a u t o c a r e c e n t e r a n d a m u l t i m i l l i o n d o l l a r h o u s i n g p r o j e c t .
R e v. C h a r l e s A d a m s , H a r t f o r d M e m o r i a l ' s p a s t o r , s a y s t h e " i s s u e i s j o b s .
P e o p l e b e i n g l a i d o f f t h r o u g h a l l t h i s c o r p o r a t e d o w n s i z i n g i s a f f e c t i n g
e v e r y b l a c k c o m m u n i t y i n t h i s c o u n t r y . T h e c h u r c h fi n d s i t s e l f i n a
s i t u a t i o n w h e r e i t r e c o g n i z e s t h e p o w e r o f o w n e r s h i p a n d
e n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p . A n d t h e y r e a l i z e t h a t , g i v e n t h e i r c o l l e c t i v e m o n e y a n d
e x p e r t i s e , t h e y a r e i n a u n i q u e p o s i t i o n t o j u m p - s t a r t t h e i r
c o m m u n i t i e s . "

L l o y d G a t e r e p o r t s t h a t t h e r e a r e a l s o a g r o w i n g n u m b e r o f r u r a l c h u r c h e s
i n v o l v e d i n s u c h w o r k , s u c h a s t h e G r e a t e r C h r i s t Te m p l e C h u r c h i n
M e r i d i a n , M i s s . T h e c o n g r e g a t i o n h a s l a t e l y r e c e i v e d a g o o d d e a l o f m e d i a
a t ten t ion fo r i t s REACH program where church members own a number o f
r e s t a u r a n t s , s t o r e s , a n d a f a r m . N o t a l l o f t h e s e c h u r c h e s a r e l a r g e o r
w e a l t h y , b u t t h e y " s h a r e a b e l i e f t h a t t h e s a l v a t i o n o f t h e i r c o m m u n i t i e s
d e p e n d s o n b a s i c b u s i n e s s a n d e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t . B e h i n d t h e m a r e
p a s t o r s a n d c h u r c h l e a d e r s w h o v i e w t h e c h u r c h ' s r o l e a s n o t j u s t s o c i a l
o r s p i r i t u a l , b u t e n t r e p r e n e u r i a l a s w e l l , a n d c a n r e l y o n c o n g r e g a t i o n s

^r^who are wi l l ing to pool thei r resources to create a st rong business arm
f o r t h e c h u r c h . " G a t e a d d s t h a t m a j o r c o r p o r a t i o n s , c i t i e s , f o u n d a t i o n s
a n d p r i v a t e i n d i v i d u a l s a r e o f f e r i n g g r a n t s t o c h u r c h e s t o h e l p f u n d
r e d e v e l o p m e n t p r o j e c t s . ( B l a c k E n t e r p r i s e , 1 3 0 F i f t h A v e . , N e w Y o r k , N Y
1 0 0 1 1 )
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T H E C H U R C H E S A N D C H R I S T M A S S E R V I N G A S A M E L T I N G P O T F O R I M M I G R A N T S ?

I n t h e i r r e c e n t b o o k O n e N a t i o n U n d e r G o d ( s e e r e v i e w i n s u p p l e m e n t ) ,
B a r r y K o s m i n a n d S e y m o u r L a c h m a n m a k e t h e i n t r i g u i n g o b s e r v a t i o n t h a t
" r e l i g i o u s i d e n t i fi c a t i o n a n d b e l i e f t e n d t o c r o s s c u t r a c i a l a n d e t h n i c
d i v i s i o n s a m o n g A m e r i c a n s a n d t o p r o v i d e a l a r g e l y u n a p p r e c i a t e d l e v e l o f
s o c i a l c o h e s i o n a n d c o n s e n s u s o n c o r e v a l u e s . I n f a c t , f o r m a n y n e w
immigrants the church rather than the publ ic school is the new melt ing
p o t a i d i n g t h e i r a c c u l t u r a t i o n i n t o t h e i r n e w s o c i e t y . " ( P g . 1 1 6 ) . T h i s
assertion is based on research conducted by Kosmin and Lachman where they
f o u n d t h a t A r a b - a n d A s i a n - A m e r i c a n s w e r e m o r e l i k e l y t o i d e n t i f y
t h e m s e l v e s w i t h C h r i s t i a n c h u r c h e s t h a n w i t h t h e i r a n c e s t r a l f a i t h s , s u c h
a s I s l a m a n d B u d d h i s m . [ W h i l e i t i s t r u e t h a t m a n y o f t h e A s i a n s a n d
Midd le Eas te rners emig ra t ing to the U .S . were o r ig ina l l y Chr i s t ians , the
a u t h o r s n o t e t h a t a s i g n i fi c a n t n u m b e r ( e s p e c i a l l y t h e A s i a n s ) h a v e
c o n v e r t e d t o C h r i s t i a n i t y s i n c e a r r i v i n g ] . A s i g n o f h o w t h e r e l i g i o u s
fac to r may he lp new immig ran ts move i n to t he Amer i can ma ins t ream can be
s e e n i n t h e s e n e w c o m e r s ' a c c e p t a n c e a n d a d o p t i o n o f t h e C h r i s t m a s
holiday. The New York Times (December 26) reports that many non-Christian
immigrants in the New York City borough of Queens (considered one of the
m o s t e t h n i c a l l y d i v e r s e a r e a s o f N e w Yo r k a n d t h u s a l a b o r a t o r y o f e t h n i c
p l u r a l i s m f o r t h e r e s t o f t h e c o u n t r y ) a r e n o w c e l e b r a t i n g C h r i s t m a s .

"Hindus, Buddhis ts , Musl ims and Sikhs p lugged in s t r ings o f l ights ,
e x c h a n g e d g i f t s , a n d h e l d c a n d l e s a t c a r o l s e r v i c e s n e x t t o C h r i s t i a n
f r iends and re la t ives. " Many of the immigrants in terv iewed "echoed the
idea that they were [celebrat ing Chr istmas] out of a newly acquired sense
o f n a t i o n a l o b l i g a t i o n , m u c h a s t h e y p r e p a r e d t u r k e y s l a s t m o n t h o n
T h a n k s g i v i n g a n d w a t c h e d fi r e w o r k s o n I n d e p e n d e n c e D a y. . . T h o s e w h o h a v e
l o o k e d b e y o n d t h e l i g h t s a n d t h e w r a p p i n g p a p e r a r e o f t e n a t t r a c t e d t o
the sp i r i tua l s ide of Chr is tmas, impressed by a non-specific message of
se ren i t y and good w i l l t ha t appea ls to many w i th Eas te rn sens ib i l i t i es . "
Musl im groups have sought to prevent their adherents f rom taking part in
Chr is t ian hol idays, but the Eastern re l ig ions have been more accept ing of
such pa r t i c i pa t i on— a l though Eas te rn re l i g ious l eaders a re a l so
disturbed by the development. There is the fear that the expansiveness of
Hinduism and Buddhism toward the surrounding Christian culture may
dissolve their own traditions. A former Buddhist told the newspaper: "The
Buddhists say you can bel ieve in almost, everything, and i t is too
c o n f u s i n g i n a p l a c e l i k e A m e r i c a . "

MAINLINE'S SILENT CENTER INCREASINGLY SPEAKING OUT, ORGANIZING

The conflic ts in main l ine Protestant bodies have of ten been depic ted as
involving two part ies: conservatives and l iberals. But increasingly, the
"two-party system" of American Protestant ism is being chal lenged by once
s i l e n t " c e n t r i s t s , " w r i t e s t h e o l o g i a n G a b r i e l F a c k r e i n h i s o c c a s i o n a l
Theoloav and Culture Newslet ter (Number 33, Advent) . Fackre wri tes that
s u c h g r o u p s a r e f o r m i n g m o r e o v e r c e n t r a l c o n c e r n s o f C h r i s t i a n
o r t h o d o x y — s u c h a s p r e s e r v i n g t h e d o c t r i n e o f t h e T r i n i t y — r a t h e r t h a n
p o l i t i c a l o r s o c i a l i s s u e s . " P r e s b y t e r i a n s a r e d o i n g s e l f - c r i t i c a l w o r k
in their seven volume self-study...Lutheran self-examination proceeds
apace w i th two g rassroo ts ^Ca l l to Fa i th fu lness ' assembl ies invo lv ing
o v e r a t h o u s a n d E v a n g e l i c a l L u t h e r a n C h u r c h i n A m e r i c a p a s t o r s a n d
t e a c h e r s . A g r o u p o f E p i s c o p a l p r i e s t s h a v e f o r m u l a t e d a ^ B a l t i m o r e
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Declarat ion ' . . . soul -searching abounds in main l ine churches, coming not
f r o m t h e p r e d i c t a b l e c r i t i c s o n t h e r i g h t , b u t f r o m t h e h e r e t o f o r e s i l e n t
c e n t e r o f t h e c h u r c h , " F a c k r e w r i t e s . T h i s t r e n d o f d e n o m i n a t i o n a l
centr ists speaking out and organiz ing can be seen most c lear ly in
F a c k r e ' s o w n U n i t e d C h u r c h o f C h r i s t .

L o n g c o n s i d e r e d t h e m o s t l i b e r a l o f m a i n l i n e b o d i e s i n d o c t r i n e a n d
ethics, the UCC has seen several renewal bodies form recently. During
November and December, a new g roup ca l l ed "Con fess i ng Ch r i s t " he l d
severa l reg iona l mee t ings exp la in ing i t s agenda to inqu i re rs , repor ts
t h e C h r i s t i a n C e n t u r y m a g a z i n e ( D e c e m b e r 1 ) . A m o n g i t s p r i o r i t i e s a r e
r e s i s t a n c e t o t h o s e U C C l e a d e r s p u s h i n g t o r e m o v e t h e w o r d " L o r d " f r o m a
n e w h y m n a l , a n d r e m o v e t h e m a l e l a n g u a g e i n t h e t r a d i t i o n a l b a p t i s m a l
f o r m u l a . F a t h e r , S o n a n d H o l y S p i r i t . A l l o f t h e c e n t r i s t g r o u p s a r e
fi g h t i n g t h e l a t t e r a c t i o n , i n t e r e s t i n g l y e n o u g h , o f t e n f o r e c u m e n i c a l
r e a s o n s . F a c k r e w r i t e s i n h i s n e w s l e t t e r t h a t t h e s e l f - c h o s e n b a p t i s m a l
f o r m u l a s o f t e n u s e d b y U C C l i b e r a l s ( s u c h a s " C r e a t o r , C h r i s t a n d
Spi r i t " ) "no longer have un iversa l s ta tus , not on ly in Roman Catho l ic
circ les but in most of the rest of the church ecumenical . The choice by
t h e s e U C C f o l k t o b r e a k e c u m e n i c a l b o n d s i s p a i n f u l i n d e e d i n a
denominat ion that has pr ided i tsel f on being a ^Church united and
un i t ing . ' " The UCC cen t r i s ts a re la rge ly suppor t i ve o f the denomina t ion 's
w o r k i n " j u s t i c e a n d p e a c e " i s s u e s , b u t a r e " n e v e r t h e l e s s p r o f o u n d l y
t r o u b l e d b y t h e l o s s o f t h e o l o g i c a l s u b s t a n c e a n d t h e c o r r e s p o n d i n g
g r o w t h o f i d e o l o g y. " ( T h e o l o g y a n d C u l t u r e N e w s l e t t e r , A n d o v e r N e w t o n
T h e o l o g i c a l S c h o o l , 2 1 0 H e r r i c k R d . , N e w t o n C e n t r e , M A 0 2 1 5 9 ; C h r i s t i a n
C e n t u r y , 4 0 7 S . D e a r b o r n , C h i c a g o , I L 6 0 6 0 5 ) — E r l i n g J o r s t a d c o n t r i b u t e d
t o t h i s r e p o r t .

N E W G E N E R A T I O N O F E V A N G E L I C A L L E F T E M E R G I N G ,

O n e o f t h e o l d e s t a n d m o s t i n fl u e n t i a l o f A m e r i c a n e v a n g e l i c a l i n t e r e s t
g r o u p s . E v a n g e l i c a l s f o r S o c i a l A c t i o n ( E S A ) , r e c e n t l y u n d e r w e n t a m a j o r
o v e r h a u l o f i t s o b j e c t i v e s a n d c o m m i t m e n t s , a n d i n t h e p r o c e s s s h o w e d
s o m e o f t h e c h a n g e s t a k i n g p l a c e i n t h e e v a n g e l i c a l l e f t . M e e t i n g f o r a
20 th ann i ve rsa ry con fe rence i n November, t he members , who had l ong been
o n t h e c u t t i n g e d g e o f m o d e r a t e t o r a d i c a l s o c i a l j u s t i c e e f f o r t s w i t h i n
t h e e v a n g e l i c a l w o r l d , r e d e s i g n e d t h e i r l o n g r a n g e o b j e c t i v e s . T h e
N a t i o n a l a n d I n t e r n a t i o n a l R e l i g i o n R e p o r t ( N o v e m b e r 2 9 ) r e p o r t s t h a t
y o u n g e r e v a n g e l i c a l s i n t h e g r o u p a r e p u s h i n g f o r m o r e d i r e c t
c o n f r o n t a t i o n w i t h s u c h i s s u e s a s r a c i s m , x e n o p h o b i a , t h e r e l i g i o u s
r i g h t , s e x i s m , f a m i l y v a l u e s , a n d e n v i r o n m e n t a l i s m . T h e ^ o l d e r '
g e n e r a t i o n ( w h o w e r e k n o w n a s t h e " y o u n g e v a n g e l i c a l s " 2 0 y e a r s a g o ) , l e d
b y R o n S i d e r , J i m W a l l i s ( o f S o j o u r n e r s ) a n d J o h n P e r k i n s , h a d o r i g i n a l l y
p r o p o s e d a m a n i f e s t o f o c u s i n g l a r g e l y o n s u c h l o n g - s t a n d i n g i s s u e s a s
p o v e r t y , w o r l d p e a c e a n d e c o n o m i c j u s t i c e . O b s e r v e r s a n d p a r t i c i p a n t s
a l i k e a g r e e d t h e n e w l o o k f o r t h e E S A r e fl e c t s t h e b o l d n e w c o n fi d e n c e
y o u n g e r e v a n g e l i c a l s h a v e s h o w n i n w o r k i n g f o r t h e i r p a r t i c u l a r a g e n d a s .
S o m e t h i n g o f a c h a n g i n g o f t h e g u a r d o c c u r r e d a t t h e C h i c a g o m e e t i n g , a
c h a n g e h a i l e d b y b o t h o l d a n d y o u n g a l i k e . ( I n t e r n a t i o n a l a n d N a t i o n a l
R e l i g i o n R e p o r t , P. O . B o x 2 1 4 3 3 , R o a n o k e , VA 2 4 0 1 8 ) — B y E r l i n g J o r s t a d

^CATHOLIC SPIRITUALITY IN U.S. INCREASINGLY DE-EUROPEAN I ZED
A m e r i c a n C a t h o l i c s i n t e r e s t e d i n s p i r i t u a l i t y t o d a y a r e f a r m o r e l i k e l y
t o s e e k s u s t e n a n c e f r o m U . S . - b a s e d a n d p o p u l a r w r i t e r s t h a n f r o m t h e
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weighty European theologians that they preferred 25 years ago, according
to America magazine (November 27). Robert Hamma compares the best-seller
lists from 1968 and 1993 from the Spiritual Book Associates, a book club ^
focus ing on sp i r i tua l i t y. Back in 1968 , the bes tse l le r l i s t was made up
o f a u t h o r s w h o w e r e m e n a n d p r i e s t s , i n c l u d i n g s u c h b o o k s a s " H y m n o f t h e
Universe," by French theologian Pierre Tei lhard de Chardin, and "Watch
and P ray W i th Me , " by German theo log ian Ka r l Rahne r. I n 1993 the mos t
popular book ("May I Have This Dance") was by a women. Sister Joyce Rupp.
Not too far down on the l ist is another book ("Lessons of the Heart") by
a l a y w o m a n , P a t r i c i a L i v i n g s t o n .

The 1993 l is t does not inc lude any major theolog ians (a l though the i r
inc lus ion in the 1968 l is t may be par t ly because of the greater need for
t h e o l o g i c a l i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f t h e S e c o n d Va t i c a n C o u n c i l ) . T h e b o o k c l u b
today is also made up of 30 percent laypeople, whereas in 1968 it
consisted mainly of pr iests. Hamma wri tes that the biggest change has
been the "Amer i can iza t ion o f con tempora ry sp i r i t ua l i t y. F i ve o f the ten
b o o k s o n t h e 1 9 6 8 l i s t w e r e t r a n s l a t i o n s . T w o m o r e w e r e w r i t t e n i n
English in the U.S., but by Dutch-born psychologist Adrian van Kaam. As
was the case in theo logy, sp i r i tua l i t y was heav i l y influenced by Europe.
By con t ras t , a l l o f t oday ' s bes t se l l e rs were wr i t t en i n Eng l i sh , seven
by Americans. Two of the three books not written in the U.S. are by the
Jesuit from India, [the late] Anthony de Mello. (America, 106 W. 56th
St . , New York , NY 10019)

STAGE BEING SET FOR ORDINATION OF JEWISH ORTHODOX WOMEN?

How close are Orthodox Jews to ordaining women as Rabbis? According to ^
Orthodox Jewish scholar Blu Greenberg, the stage is being set in Orthodox ^^
Judaism for such a development. Writing in the Jewish monthly Moment
(December), Greenberg writes that the growing movement of Orthodox women
learning the Torah and Talmud in new institutes, study groups and
university programs, as well as the high numbers of noteworthy female
teachers of religious texts, provides a large pool of potential
rabbi candidates. There is also a growing awareness among Orthodox women
of the real i ty of women rabbis in the other Jewish branches. There has
even been interchange between these two groups, such as a Reform woman
r a b b i t e a c h i n g a c l a s s o f O r t h o d o x w o m e n .

Greenberg adds that while these trends can serve as a "powerful agent of
change," her forecast that the ordinat ion of Orthodox women is c lose at
hand i s l a rge l y " soc io log i ca l con jec tu re , " s i nce Jew ish l aw fo rb ids
women 's par t i c ipa t ion in var ious re l ig ious ceremon ies . Ye t she no tes tha t
interpretation of Jewish law (halachah) has changed in other respects
(such as lifting the ban on teaching women the Talmud 100 years ago) and
that women will l ikely achieve partial recognition while other issues of
Jewish law are being worked out. She adds that "some highly respected
Yeshiva University-ordained modern Orthodox rabbis" see no barriers to
women ordination in the law. "These minority views carry great
significance, as this is a community where religious authority is
decentralized." (Moment, 3000 Connecticut Ave., N.W., Washington, DC
2 0 0 0 8 - 2 5 0 9 ) '

CURRENT RESEARCH New Findings On Religious Behavior And Attitudes
* Postal customers are increasingly choosing secular themes rather than
religious designs when they purchase stamps for sending greeting cards
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d u r i n g t h e C h r i s t m a s h o l i d a y s . W h i l e t h e r e s u l t s o f t h i s y e a r ' s
s e l e c t i o n s a r e n o t y e t a v a i l a b l e , i n 1 9 9 2 s e c u l a r d e s i g n s o u t s o l d
r e l i g i o u s t h e m e s t a m p s b y a m a r g i n o f 5 9 p e r c e n t t o 4 1 p e r c e n t , a c c o r d i n g
t o E m e r g i n g T r e n d s ( D e c e m b e r ) , t h e G a l l u p n e w s l e t t e r o n r e l i g i o n .
H i s t o r i c a l l y, s e c u l a r t h e m e s h a v e b e e n m o r e p o p u l a r b y a m a r g i n o f 5 6
p e r c e n t t o 4 4 p e r c e n t . R e l i g i o u s t h e m e s o n C h r i s t m a s s t a m p s w e r e m o s t
p o p u l a r f r o m 1 9 7 0 t o 1 9 7 2 . B u t s i n c e t h e n ( w i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n s o f 1 9 7 8
a n d 1 9 8 5 ) , s t a m p s f e a t u r i n g s e c u l a r d e s i g n s o f t h e h o l i d a y s e a s o n h a v e
w o n o v e r t h o s e w i t h r e l i g i o u s t h e m e s i n s a l e s . ( E m e r g i n g T r e n d s , 4 7
H u l fi s h S t . , S u i t e 2 1 5 , P. O . B o x 3 8 9 , P r i n c e t o n , N J 0 8 5 4 2 )

* A b o u t h a l f o f t h e 5 0 w a r s w a g e d e v e r y y e a r t h r o u g h o u t t h e w o r l d h a v e a
r e l i g i o u s b a c k g r o u n d , r e p o r t s a r e c e n t s u r v e y b y t h e D e v e l o p m e n t a n d
Peace Founda t i on i n Bonn , Ge rmany. Lu the ran Wor l d I n f o rma t i on (December
9 ) r e p o r t s t h a t t h e s u r v e y s h o w s t h a t m o s t r e l i g i o u s l y m o t i v a t e d
c o n fl i c t s b e g a n i n t h e 1 9 9 0 s . T h e l o n g e s t l a s t i n g a r e t h e r e l i g i o u s l y
m o t i v a t e d c o n fl i c t s i n t h e M i d d l e E a s t a n d N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d . D u r i n g t h e
p a s t y e a r , w a r s b a s e d o n r e l i g i o n b r o k e o u t i n A f g h a n i s t a n , Ta d z h i k i s t a n
a n d I n d i a . R e l i g i o n s i n t h e A s i a n s u c c e s s o r s t a t e s ( s u c h a s Ta d z h i k i s t a n )
o f t h e f o r m e r S o v i e t U n i o n a r e p a r t i c u l a r l y " e t h n o - n a t i o n a l i s t " i n
c h a r a c t e r . T h e r e s e a r c h e r s s t a t e t h a t r e l i g i o u s t e n s i o n s a r e o f t e n
r e l a t e d t o t h e " e x i s t e n t i a l c o n fl i c t s " l e a d i n g t o w a r . " T h e m e a n i n g o f
l i f e s e e m s t o b e t h r e a t e n e d , a n d t h u s r e l i g i o u s l y m o t i v a t e d w a r s a r e
o f t e n f o u g h t i n a m o r e o b d u r a t e , u n r e l e n t i n g a n d b r u t a l w a y t h a n o t h e r s . "
( L u t h e r a n W o r l d I n f o r m a t i o n , 1 5 0 r o u t e d e F e r n e y , P. O . B o x 2 1 0 0 , C H - 1 2 1 1
G e n e v a 2 , S w i t z e r l a n d )

* A r e c e n t s u r v e y o n r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f i n R u s s i a v e r i fi e s r e p o r t s c l a i m i n g
t h a t a m a j o r r e l i g i o u s r e v i v a l i s t a k i n g p l a c e i n t h e n a t i o n . T h e s u r v e y ,
s a i d t o b e t h e fi r s t c o m p r e h e n s i v e s t u d y o f R u s s i a n r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f s ,
f o u n d t h a t t w e n t y - t w o p e r c e n t o f t h e n e a r l y 3 , 0 0 0 r e s p o n d e n t s , i n c l u d i n g
n e a r l y a t h i r d o f R u s s i a n s u n d e r 2 5 , s a i d t h e y w e r e o n c e a t h e i s t s b u t n o w
b e l i e v e i n G o d . T h e s u r v e y, r e l e a s e d b y t h e N a t i o n a l O p i n i o n R e s e a r c h
C e n t e r a n d p a r t o f t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l S o c i a l S u r v e y P r o g r a m , a l s o f o u n d a
q u a r t e r o f t h o s e b e t w e e n t h e a g e s o f 2 5 a n d 3 4 r e p o r t e d b e i n g c o n v e r t e d
f r o m a t h e i s m a n d t h a t h a l f o f a l l r e s p o n d e n t s s a i d t h e y b e l i e v e t h e r e i s
a G o d w h o i s c o n c e r n e d w i t h e v e r y h u m a n b e i n g p e r s o n a l l y. T h e " c h u r c h "
[ p r e s u m a b l y m e a n i n g t h e R u s s i a n O r t h o d o x C h u r c h ] r e c e i v e s w i d e s p r e a d
s u p p o r t , w i t h 7 5 p e r c e n t o f R u s s i a n s e x p r e s s i n g a g r e a t d e a l o f
c o n fi d e n c e i n t h e i n s t i t u t i o n . I n a r e p o r t o n t h e fi n d i n g s , s o c i o l o g i s t
And rew Gree ley asks whe the r "S i nce t he mass conve rs i ons o f t he M idd le Ages
h a s t h e r e e v e r b e e n s u c h a w i d e s p r e a d a n d r a p i d c h a n g e i n r e l i g i o n ? "

T R A N S L AT I O N O F B A H A ' I S C I P T U R E S P O S I N G C H A L L E N G E S T O U N I V E R S A L FA I T H ?

T h e r e c e n t t r a n s l a t i o n o f B a h a ' i s c r i p t u r e s i n t o E n g l i s h i s l i k e l y t o
b e c o m e a c h a l l e n g e a n d t u r n i n g p o i n t f o r t h i s r e l i g i o n i n t h e W e s t d u e t o
t h e t e x t ' s t h e o c r a t i c a n d M u s l i m - i n fl u e n c e d t e a c h i n g s , a c c o r d i n g t o
G n o s i s m a g a z i n e ( W i n t e r ) , a q u a r t e r l y o n m y s t i c i s m a n d t h e o c c u l t . P a u l
J o h n s o n w r i t e s t h a t t h e r e h a s b e e n a " 1 2 0 - y e a r d e l a y " i n i s s u i n g a f u l l
E n g l i s h v e r s i o n o f t h e " K i t a b - i - A q d a s " ( o r " M o s t H o l y B o o k " ) , w r i t t e n b y
B a h a ' i f o u n d e r B a h a ' u ' l l a h , d u e t o , a m o n g o t h e r f a c t o r s , t h e u n r e a d i n e s s
o f W e s t e r n B a h a ' i s f o r t h e c o n t e n t s o f t h e b o o k . J o h n s o n s p e c u l a t e s t h a t
o n e u l t e r i o r m o t i v e o f t h e d e l a y m a y b e t h e f e a r t h a t " t h e b o o k m i g h t
a l i e n a t e m e m b e r s a n d t h r e a t e n t h e e x p a n s i o n o f t h e f a i t h , " w h i c h h a s fi v e
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m i l l i o n m e m b e r s w o r l d w i d e . T h e B a h a ' i s b e l i e v e t h a t B a h a ' u l l a h w a s a
man i fes ta t ion o f God , as were Jesus , Muhammad and Moses , and tha t they
a r e t o l e a d t h e w a y t o a w o r l d o f p e a c e a n d p o l i t i c a l a n d r e l i g i o u s
u n i t y .

J o h n s o n w r i t e s t h a t t h e " A q d a s p r o v i d e s a n e l a b o r a t e c o d e o f l a w s f o r a
f u t u r e B a h a ' i t h e o c r a t i c w o r l d g o v e r n m e n t , c o m p a r a b l e t o t h e I s l a m i c
s h a r i a h [ l a w ] t h o u g h d i f f e r i n g f r o m i t i n m o s t d e t a i l s . . . W h i l e s o m e o f
i t s t e n e t s , l i k e w o r l d w i d e c o m p u l s o r y e d u c a t i o n , a r e w i d e l y a c c e p t e d , f e w
W e s t e r n r e a d e r s c o u l d m a k e i t t h r o u g h t h e b o o k w i t h o u t fl i n c h i n g a t m o r e
d r a c o n i a n p r e s c r i p t i o n s , s u c h a s m e a s u r e s p r e s c r i b i n g t h a t a r s o n i s t s
s h o u l d b e b u r n e d a l i v e . " Ye t t h e r e a r e a l s o i m p r e s s i v e p r o p h e s i e s m a d e i n
t h e b o o k , s u c h a s B a h a ' u l l a h ' s p r e d i c t i o n s o f t h e d e f e a t o f G e r m a n y i n
W o r l d W a r I . J o h n s o n c o n c l u d e s t h a t t h e p u b l i c a t i o n o f t h e t e x t " m a r k s a
t u r n i n g p o i n t f o r B a h a ' i s , w h o m u s t r e c o n c i l e t h e u n i v e r s a l s c o p e o f
B a h a ' u ' l l a h ' s p r o p h e t i c i n s p i r a t i o n v l t h t h e I s l a m i c c u l t u r a l c o n s t r a i n t s
o f h i s p r e d i c t i o n s f o r t h e f u t u T * e a n s l a t i o n o f t h e A q d a s i n t o o t h e r
l a n g u a g e s i s u n d e r w a y , s o t h e k i l l p r e s u m a b l y s o o n t a k e a c e n t r a l
p l a c e i n t h e B a h a ' i m o v e m e n t w o r l a w i d e . " ( G n o s i s , P. O . B o x 1 4 2 1 7 , S a n
F r a n c i s c o , C A 9 4 1 1 0 )

N E W C A T E C H I S M P R O V I D E S G L U E F O R H I N D U I S M ' S T O G E T H E R N E S S

A n e w l y i s s u e d u n i v e r s a l H i n d u c a t e c h i s m i s a n o t h e r s i g n o f H i n d u i s m ' s
g r o w i n g u n i t y. T h e c a t e c h i s m , e n t i t l e d D a n c i n g W i t h S i v a ( H i m a l a y a n
A c a d e m y P u b l i c a t i o n s , 1 8 1 9 S e c o n d S t . , C o n c o r d , C A 9 4 5 1 9 ) , s e r v e s a s a
p r i m e r o n t h e f a i t h a s w e l l a s a n e n c y c l o p e d i a o f t h e d i v e r s e h i s t o r y a n d
s t r e a m s o f H i n d u i s m . A r e v i e w i n P u b l i s h e r ' s W e e k l y ( S e p t e m b e r 1 3 ) n o t e s
t h a t t h e H i n d u d i a s p o r a p l a y e d a b i g p a r t i n t h e p u b l i c a t i o n o f t h e
c a t e c h i s m , a s t h e y o f t e n w e r e a t a l o s s f o r " t o o l s t o e x p l a i n t h e i r
b e l i e f s t o t h e i r n o n - I n d i a n c o m p a t r i o t s . " W h i l e H i n d u i s m h a s b e e n s e e n b y
s c h o l a r s a s n o t s o m u c h a u n i fi e d r e l i g i o n a s a c o l l e c t i o n o f d i v e r s e
r e l i g i o u s t r a d i t i o n s f r o m I n d i a , s u c h a v i e w i s c h a n g i n g . H a r v a r d
U n i v e r s i t y s c h o l a r D i a n a E c k w r i t e s i n t h e H a r v a r d D i v i n i t y B u l l e t i n
( Vo l . 2 2 , N o . 4 ) t h a t t h e r e l i g i o n " i s b e c o m i n g m u c h m o r e o f a * t h i n g , '
a n * i s m ' . . . T h e r e i s c o n s i d e r a b l e e v i d e n c e o f a g r o w i n g w o r l d w i d e
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n o f a t r a d i t i o n t h a t h a s n e v e r p r e v i o u s l y b e e n o r g a n i z e d
i n t o a t r a d i t i o n w i t h a n o r d e r , a s e t o f ^ b e l i e f s ' a n d . r . a b o v e a l l a n
a g e n d a . " ( H a r v a r d D i v i n i t y B u l l e t i n , 4 5 F r a n c i s A v e . , C k m b r i d g e , M A
0 2 1 3 8 )
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* T h e C h r i s t i a n A c t i v i s t h a s b e e n e d i t e d b y C h r i s t i a n w r i t e r a n d s p e a k e r
Frank Schaeffer for several years. What is new and worth mentioning about
the quarterly newspaper is that it has become the mouthpiece for a unique
b r a n d o f E a s t e r n O r t h o d o x a c t i v i s m e m e r g i n g i n t h e U . S . T h e n e w s p a p e r
changed from a conservative evangelical to an Orthodox perspective after
Schaeffer shocked many of his evangel ical counterparts (he is the son of
evangelical philosopher Francis Schaeffer) by converting to Greek
Orthodoxy. The newspaper reflects the fervor o f a new conver t , f requent ly
charging that evangelicalism is bankrupt because it has cut itself off
f r o m t r a d i t i o n a l C h r i s t i a n i t y a n d t h e r e f o r e d o e s n o t h a v e t h e r e s o u r c e s
t o w i n t h e " c u l t u r a l w a r " i n A m e r i c a . S c h a e f f e r a l s o c r i t i c i z e s O r t h o d o x
churches fo r ac t ing l i ke "Greek, Russ ian , o r Arab soc ia l c lubs . " The
newspaper covers pro-life and other issues from a socially conservative
(Orthodox and non-Orthodox) position. Schaeffer is convinced that
Or thodox church shou ld no t be po l i t i c i zed bu t ra the r coun te rcu l tu ra l ,
" l i ke St . John the Bapt is t , obnox ious in her defense o f the t ime less , as
s h e r e m i n d s t h e w o r l d o f t h e d i f f e r e n c e b e t w e e n g o o d a n d e v i l . T h i s m a y
soon resu l t in ac t i ve persecut ion by our ever -expand ing , aggress ive ly
s e c u l a r i z e d s t a t e . . . " A f r e e s u b s c r i p t i o n i s a v a i l a b l e f r o m : T h e
C h r i s t i a n A c t i v i s t , P. O . B o x 7 4 0 , M t . H e r m o n , C A 9 5 0 4 1

A m e r i c a n I n d i a n R e l i g i o n s i s a n e w j o u r n a l c o v e r i n g t h e w i d e s p e c t r u m
of religious traditions of American Indians. The quarterly examines both
past and present sacred Indian traditions for scholars, Indian activists,
journalists, lawyers and politicians. The premiere issue (Winter, 1994)
carries commentaries by Indians on a wide range of concerns, poetry and
more scholarly articles and book reviews. Given the recent attention to
American Indian rel igion and the law (such as the disputes over the use
of peyote in ceremonies and sacred land sites), it is not surprising that
much of the journal focuses on legal matters. One article provides an
interesting overview of the misunderstandings and conflicts that emerge
when non-Indians seek to apply First Amendment measures to Indian
re l i g i ous p rac t i ces . The a r t i c l e ca l l s f o r a new Fede ra l l aw t o p ro tec t
the right of worship for "native people." A subscription is $30 and can
b e o b t a i n e d f r o m : C e n t e r f o r A c a d e m i c P u b l i c a t i o n , S t a n f o r d U n i v e r s i t y
B r a n c h , B o x 5 0 9 7 , S t a n f o r d , C A 9 4 3 0 9 - 5 0 9 7 .

* Readers sometimes inquire about books that can provide them with an
overview of history, trends and commentary on American rel igion. The new
book One Nation Under God (Harmony Books, $25), by Barry Kosmin and
Seymour Lachman, fulfills such a purpose, while also giving the reader
new and provocative information and perspectives on contemporary
religion. The book is an outgrowth of Kosmin's and Lachman's National
Survey of Religious Identification. The City University of New York-
sponsored study surveyed 113,000 Americans—the most extensive poll of
its kind—on questions of religious identity and found patterns of faith
and practice that one is not likely to find in denominational yearbooks
or encyclopedias (the study found far more Unitarians than are actually
on church rolls, and yet found far fewer Muslims and members of the



U n i t e d C h u r c h o f C h r i s t t h a n o f fi c i a l l y c l a i m e d . ) T h e b o o k fl e s h e s o u t
t h e s t u d y ' s s t a t i s t i c s w i t h a d e t a i l e d a c c o u n t o f h o w r e l i g i o n i s
c h a n g i n g a n d b e i n g c h a n g e d b y A m e r i c a n s o c i e t y ( f o o t n o t e s w o u l d h a v e b e e n
h e l p f u l h e r e ) . A l s o n o t e w o r t h y a r e t h e s e c t i o n s o n t h e p e r s i s t e n c e o f t h e
r e g i o n a l f a c t o r i n r e l i g i o u s i d e n t i fi c a t i o n ; t h e t e n s i o n b e t w e e n
e t h n i c i t y a n d r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f s ; a n d h o w t h e fi n d i n g s r e l a t e t o t h e
" c u l t u r e w a r " i n A m e r i c a n s o c i e t y . I t s h o u l d b e n o t e d t h a t R W ' s e d i t o r
h e l p e d w i t h r e s e a r c h f o r t h e b o o k a n d t h a t R W i s c i t e d i n t h e
b i b l i o g r a p h y .

* T h e n e w b o o k E x i t I n t e r v i e w s ( M o o d y P r e s s , $ 1 7 . 9 9 ) b y W i l l i a m
H e n d r i c k s , l o o k s a t a n a r e a o f t h e e v a n g e l i c a l w o r l d t h a t i s r a r e l y
e x p l o r e d — t h e h i g h n u m b e r o f p e o p l e w h o h a v e d r o p p e d o u t o f t h e s e
c o n g r e g a t i o n s . H e n d r i c k s c o n d u c t s 1 6 i n - d e p t h c a s e s t u d i e s o f d r o p o u t s
a n d fi n d s c o m m o n t h e m e s o f d i s c o n t e n t e m e r g i n g . A l m o s t a l l o f t h e c a s e
s t u d i e s h a v e a h i g h r e g a r d f o r c h u r c h i n v o l v e m e n t a n d s t i l l h a v e r e t a i n e d
t h e i r f a i t h , b u t t h e y o f t e n f e l t b o r e d w i t h c h u r c h s e r v i c e s , e x p e r i e n c e d
a l a c k o f c o m m u n i t y a n d s p i r i t u a l i t y , o r s t r u g g l e d w i t h g l i t z y p a c k a g i n g
o f t h e f a i t h a n d d i s c r i m i n a t i o n a g a i n s t w o m e n . W h i l e t h e b o o k i s w r i t t e n
f r o m a n e v a n g e l i c a l p e r s p e c t i v e , t h e s t o r i e s H e n d r i c k s r e c o u n t s a r e
a p p l i c a b l e t o o t h e r r e l i g i o u s t r a d i t i o n s .

* R e a d e r s m a y n o t i c e t h a t t h i s i s s u e o f R W l o o k s d i f f e r e n t f r o m p r e v i o u s
i s s u e s . We a r e w o r k i n g w i t h a n e w c o m p u t e r s y s t e m a n d p r i n t e r a n d a r e
j u s t b e g i n n i n g t o l e a r n t h e v a r i o u s f u n c t i o n s a n d e n h a n c e m e n t s s u c h
t e c h n o l o g y o f f e r s ; w e ' r e n o t e v e n a t t h e h e a d l i n e s t a g e y e t . N e x t i s s u e
w e e x p e c t t o u s e a b e t t e r t y p e f a c e a n d w i l l e v e n t u a l l y g o t o a t w o - c o l u m n
f o r m a t f o r t h e n e w s l e t t e r ( a f e a t u r e m a n y r e a d e r s h a v e l o n g r e q u e s t e d ) .
S t a y t u n e d f o r t h e s e c h a n g e s .

O N / F I L E : A S u r v e y o f G r o u p s , M o v e m e n t s a n d P e o p l e I m p a c t i n g R e l i g i o n

1 ) P r o j e c t J o s e p h i s a n e w m i n i s t r y s t a r t e d b y A f r i c a n A m e r i c a n
e v a n g e l i c a l C h r i s t i a n s t h a t s e e k s t o c o u n t e r a c t t h e w o r k o f n e w r e l i g i o u s
m o v e m e n t s s e e k i n g b l a c k r e c r u i t s . T h e p r o j e c t s e e k s t o " r e s c u e t h o s e
A f r i c a n A m e r i c a n s w h o fi n d t h e m s e l v e s b e i n g s e d u c e d b y t h e f a l s e t e a c h i n g
o f c u l t s , a n d a t t h e s a m e t i m e p r e s e r v e a n d s t r e n g t h e n t h e A f r i c a n
A m e r i c a n c o m m u n i t y b y p r o v i d i n g i n f o r m a t i o n a n d e d u c a t i o n o n t h e c u l t s
w h i c h h a v e t a r g e t e d i t s p e o p l e . " A m o n g t h e g r o u p s t h a t P r o j e c t J o s e p h i s
t a r g e t i n g t h r o u g h t r a i n i n g m a t e r i a l s a n d w o r k s h o p s a r e t h e B l a c k J e w s ,
t h e S p i r i t u a l i s t s , I s l a m a n d t h e B l a c k M u s l i m s ( t h e p r o j e c t h o l d s s p e c i a l
"Mus l im Awareness Semina rs " ) , Jehovah ' s W i tnesses , and Mormon i sm. The
p r o j e c t i s a m o n g t h e fi r s t b l a c k " a n t i - c u l t i s t " e f f o r t s , a n d c o u l d b e a
s i g n o f g r o w i n g i n t e r e s t i n t h e n e w r e l i g i o n s i n t h e b l a c k c o m m u n i t y .
P r o j e c t J o s e p h ' s a d d r e s s i s : P. O . B o x 4 0 4 8 6 , P a s a d e n a , C A 9 111 4 . ( S o u r c e :
U r b a n F a m i l y m a g a z i n e . F a l l )

2 ) M a g g i e G o b r a n h a s b e e n c a l l e d t h e M o t h e r Te r e s a o f E g y p t f o r h e r
i n d i g e n o u s e c u m e n i c a l w o r k w i t h t h e p o o r i n t h e s h a n t y t o w n s o f C a i r o .
G o b r a n i s t h e f o u n d e r o f S t e p h e n M i n i s t r y — a h o l i s t i c a p p r o a c h b y
E g y p t i a n C h r i s t i a n s t o m e e t t h e s h o r t - a n d l o n g - t e r m n e e d s o f t h e m a n y
d e s t i t u t e E g y p t i a n c h i l d r e n a n d t h e i r f a m i l i e s . T h e m i n i s t r y ' s w o r k e r s
i d e n t i f y t h e m o s t n e e d y f a m i l i e s a n d v i s i t t h e m o n a w e e k l y b a s i s . A f t e r
m e e t i n g s h o r t - t e r m s u r v i v a l n e e d s , S t e p h e n M i n i s t r y s e e k t o e n c o u r a g e
s e l f - r e l i a n c e b y t r a i n i n g o n e c h i l d i n e a c h f a m i l y t o t a k e o n m o r a l a n d
p r a c t i c a l l e a d e r s h i p r o l e s . T h e m i n i s t r y i s a l s o u n i q u e f o r b r i n g i n g
t o g e t h e r C o p t i c O r t h o d o x C h r i s t i a n s ( t h e p r e d o m i n a n t C h r i s t i a n g r o u p i n
t h e c o u n t r y ) w i t h C a t h o l i c s a n d P r o t e s t a n t s . ( S o u r c e : C h a r i s m a , J a n u a r y )


